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April 2011
Dear Governor Corbett:
We are writing on behalf of Pennsylvania’s philanthropic sector to congratulate you and to welcome
your Administration. We appreciate that your task of governing the state reflects both the trust of
the citizenry and also high expectations in making the best use of all available resources. It is from this
perspective that we want to share some of the ways that our sector can work together with your
Administration as collaborators to advance the best interests of our Commonwealth.
Pennsylvania philanthropy has a proud history and vibrant present. More than 4,000 foundations of many
types and sizes are located here, together investing nearly $1.5 billion annually to provide opportunities
and strengthen communities throughout the state. Private philanthropy helps support a nonprofit sector
that is a vital part of the economic and social fabric of Pennsylvania.
Just as government is severely challenged by current economic realities, so too is the philanthropic and
nonprofit community. Increasing need for services met by declining resources make it all the more necessary
to respond with focus, coordination, compassion and commitment to achieving maximum impact.
The accompanying document provides a brief overview of philanthropy in Pennsylvania today, including
some key economic facts and figures and suggested sources for additional information. We have included
several snapshots showing how private support through foundation and corporate giving has worked in
partnership with state and local government and nonprofit organizations in a variety of policy areas that are
vital to the quality of life and prosperity in the Commonwealth. These examples are particularly noteworthy
in demonstrating the ability of Pennsylvania philanthropy to:
• Seed initiatives that result in cost-savings for government and/or more effective service delivery;
• Maximize the investment of city, county and state funds through complementary efforts;
• Attract federal funds into Pennsylvania;
• Bring new national philanthropic investments into Pennsylvania; and
• Encourage the creation of private sector jobs.
In addition to its grantmaking activities, foundation philanthropy can be a valuable partner to state
government for its knowledge and research capacity that can help inform policy decisions, as well as its
ability to convene nonprofits and other stakeholders for problem-solving purposes. Increasingly, governors
across the country are utilizing these resources as they address important issues in their states.
Thank you for accepting the challenges before you. We appreciate the opportunity to meet and discuss
actions we might take to further common goals, as we work together for a stronger Pennsylvania.
Sincerely,
Debra A. Kahn
Executive Director
Delaware Valley Grantmakers (Philadelphia)

Barbara Sieck Taylor
Executive Director
Grantmakers of Western PA (Pittsburgh)
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Key Facts & Figures
Philanthropic Giving1
PENNSYLVANIA FOUNDATION Location BY REGION2
• Over two-thirds of Pennsylvania foundations are based in the Southwest and Southeast regions and
account for 85% of total Pennsylvania foundation giving
• Foundation giving is not necessarily limited to its region of location and in some cases is statewide
• Foundations are active in every region of the state, including over 30 community foundations located
throughout the Commonwealth

Pennsylvania Foundations by Region
TOTAL
4,075 foundations
$1.5 billion in giving

NORTHWEST

NORTHEAST

113 foundations give

256 foundations give

$25 million

$46 million
CENTRAL

874 foundations give

$148 million
SOUTHWEST

SOUTHEAST

1,360 foundations give

1,472 foundations give

$630 million

$637 million

1 All data are for 2008, unless otherwise noted, and apply to Pennsylvania-based independent, corporate, community and operating foundations, unless otherwise explained. The Foundation Center
is the source of the data unless otherwise attributed.
2 For this report, PA regions are defined as follows: Central (22 counties) Adams, Berks, Centre, Clinton, Cumberland, Dauphin, Franklin, Fulton, Huntingdon, Juniata, Lancaster, Lebanon, Lycoming,
Mifflin, Montour, Northumberland, Perry, Potter, Snyder, Tioga, Union and York; Northeast (14 counties) Bradford, Carbon, Columbia, Lackawanna, Lehigh, Luzerne, Monroe, Northampton,
Pike, Schuylkill, Sullivan, Susquehanna, Wayne and Wyoming; Northwest (12 counties) Cameron, Clarion, Clearfield, Crawford, Elk, Erie, Forest, Jefferson, McKean, Mercer, Venango and Warner;
Southeast (5 counties) Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery and Philadelphia counties; Southwest (14 counties) Allegheny, Armstrong, Beaver, Bedford, Blair, Butler, Cambria, Fayette,
Greene, Indiana, Lawrence, Somerset, Washington and Westmoreland.
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Key Facts & Figures
PENNSYLVANIA FOUNDATION GIVING3
• 4,075 foundations awarded $1.49 billion, accounting for 3.2% of total foundation giving in the U.S.
• Pennsylvania ranks 8th nationally in foundation giving, and 6th in grant dollars received from foundations
headquartered elsewhere
• With the inclusion of a reported $106 million in giving by the Pew Charitable Trusts, foundation giving in
Pennsylvania has grown by 7% since 20004
• The global economic recession took its toll on private philanthropy during the past two years; national
estimates by the Foundation Center reveal that while assets began to recover in 2009, foundation giving
fell by 8% and was expected to remain relatively flat in 2010

Top 10

Pennsylvania Foundations by Total Giving
Independent Foundations
Foundation

Corporate Foundations5
Region

Giving

Foundation

(in millions)

Region

Giving
(in millions)

John Templeton Foundation

SE

$70.7

The Alcoa Foundation

SW

$28.3

The Heinz Endowments

SW

$65.0

The PNC Foundation

SW

$16.3

The William Penn Foundation

SE

$63.0

The Comcast Foundation

SE

$14.5

Richard King Mellon Foundation

SW

$62.8

Highmark Foundation

SW

$12.2

Donald B. Stabler Foundation

CE

$34.6

Bayer USA Foundation

SW

$8.9

The Pittsburgh Foundation

SW

$31.4

Wachovia Regional Foundation

SE

$5.2

Hansjoerg Wyss Foundation

SE

$29.0

GlaxoSmithKline Foundation

SE

$5.0

The Lenfest Foundation, Inc.

SE

$28.9

PPG Industries Foundation

SW

$4.7

McCune Foundation

SW

$26.7

Sovereign Bank Foundation

CE

$4.1

Colcom Foundation

SW

$24.9

Sunoco Foundation

SE

$3.6

3 Data do not include the Annenberg Foundation, which relocated to California in 2009, or the Pew Charitable Trusts, which changed its legal status from a private foundation to a public charity in 2004.
Data also do not include giving from corporate foundations that have a presence in Pennsylvania but which are headquartered elsewhere; more information about this giving is provided on p. 8.
4 The Pew Charitable Trusts converted from private foundation to public charity status in 2004 and as a result is not included in the Foundation Center’s data.
5 Excludes the Respironics Sleep and Respiratory Research Foundation, whose grantmaking focuses solely on sleep research.
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BENEFICIARIES OF PENNSYLVANIA FOUNDATION GIVING
• The largest share of Pennsylvania foundation philanthropic dollars went to Education, which accounted
for over one-quarter of contributions (27.2%)
• Other top recipient categories are: Arts and Culture (15.5%) and Human Services (14.3%), and Public
Society Benefit (12.8%)

Distribution of Pennsylvania Foundation Grants by Subject Category

27%

EDUCATION

16% ARTS & CULTURE
1% INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
3% SOCIAL SCIENCES
3%
4%

14% HUMAN

RELIGION

SERVICES

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

8%

HEALTH

13% PUBLIC AFFAIRS/

SOCIETY BENEFIT*

11% ENVIRONMENT & ANIMALS
* Includes civil rights and social action, community improvement and development, philanthropy and volunteerism, and public affairs
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Key Facts & Figures
FOUNDATION GIVING TO PENNSYLVANIA FROM OTHER STATES
• More than 2,300 foundations located elsewhere donated $409 million to Pennsylvania-based
organizations
• The largest single out-of-state donor was The Annenberg Foundation, formerly based in Pennsylvania,
which gave 48 grants totaling nearly $83 million

Top Non-PA-Based Foundations Awarding Grants in the State of Pennsylvania
Foundation

# of PA
Grants

State

$ Awarded in PA
(in millions)

The Annenberg Foundation

CA

48

$83.0

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

NJ

40

$23.5

Longwood Foundation, Inc.

DE

12

$21.8

Andrew W. Mellon Foundation

NY

27

$14.6

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

WA

8

$14.0

14

$10.8

John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation IL
The Flatley Foundation

MA

1

$10.0

Wells Fargo Foundation

NC

153

$9.3

The Abramson Family Foundation

FL

18

$8.3

Lilly Endowment

IN

8

$7.1

Other Out-of-State Foundations with a Pennsylvania Presence
Foundation

# of PA
Grants

State

$ Awarded in PA
(in millions)

John S. & James L. Knight Foundation

FL

10

$5.5

Bank of America Charitable Foundation

NC

74

$3.7

Citizens Charitable Foundation

MA

83

$2.6

Lincoln Financial Foundation

IN

104

$2.5

Citi Foundation

NY

27

$1.5
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Individual Giving6
• Nationwide, individuals contribute 75% of all charitable dollars, with an additional 8% made through
bequests; giving by foundations accounts for 13% and corporations give 4%; this closely mirrors the
breakdown in Pennsylvania
• One-fourth of all Pennsylvanians who filed a tax return itemized their charitable contributions, which
averaged $3,714 per return
• Overall, Pennsylvania ranked 38th in the average amount of reported charitable contributions per return
(itemized and non-itemized)
• Pennsylvania-specific data for where individual philanthropic dollars go are not available, but nationally,
Religion is the largest single recipient, accounting for one-third of all contributions

6 Sources: Internal Revenue Service Statistics of Income (2008); Giving USA 2009; The Urban Institute, “Profiles of Individual Charitable Contributions By State, 2008” (September 2010)
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Key Facts & Figures
Pennsylvania Nonprofit Sector7
• There are 26,019 exempt nonprofit organizations providing services in arts, education, health and
human services
• The Southwest (26%) and Southeast (30%) regions combined are home to more than half of these
nonprofit organizations
• These organizations generated over $67 billion in revenue in FY2009 from multiple sources, including:
government contracts and grants, payments for services and private philanthropy
• Nonprofit revenue is a combination of government contracts and grants, government and private service
payments and philanthropic giving (foundations and individuals), with the mix varying by organization type
and other factors
• Nonprofits account for an estimated 10–12% of statewide employment

Number and Revenue of Pennsylvania Arts, Education,
Health & Human Service Organizations by Region

TOTAL
26,019 organizations
$67.8 billion in revenue

NORTHEAST

NORTHWEST

3,258 organizations

2,062 organizations

$7.7 billion in revenue

$3.4 billion in revenue

CENTRAL

SOUTHWEST

5,834 organizations

5,596 organizations

$13.5 billion in revenue

$11.6 billion in revenue

SOUTHEAST

9,269 organizations

$31.6 billion in revenue

7 Sources: National Center for Charitable Statistics, Business Master File 08/10; Johns Hopkins Nonprofit Employment Data Project, Pennsylvania Nonprofit Employment, 2005; The Philadelphia
Foundation Nonprofit Study, conducted by the Economy League of Greater Philadelphia, 2010; The Nonprofit Almanac, 2008, The Urban Institute
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Snapshots of Pennsylvania

Philanthropy
Here are examples of philanthropy working in partnership with state and local
government and nonprofit organizations to foster prosperity and improve the
quality of life in the Commonwealth.

These snapshots illustrate the multiple roles that philanthropy can play —
such as Convener, Planner, Problem Solver, Evaluator — in advancing
new and effective solutions to our most pressing community issues.
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Snapshots of PA Philanthropy
Early Care & Education
Less than ten years ago, Pennsylvania was one of only eight
states that did not invest any General Fund money in early
care and education (ECE), recognized to be one of the most
effective investments possible to generate positive outcomes
for young people. Since then, a group of foundations has
worked closely with the Departments of Public Welfare and
Education to build a comprehensive, quality early care and
education system that distinguishes Pennsylvania as a leader
in the field.
The Heinz Endowments, the William Penn Foundation and
the Grable Foundation partnered with the state’s Office
of Child Development and Early Learning to implement
initiatives such as the PreK Counts program, which now

other childcare workers, and establishing early learning

serves almost 12,000 young children throughout the

standards for ECE providers.

Commonwealth each year.
The foundations are also helping the state determine
Funders have contributed over $14 million to statewide ECE

the effectiveness of its efforts, by evaluating specific early

efforts in the past seven years. In addition to making their

childhood programs and by monitoring the rollout of its data

own investments, the Pennsylvania foundations were able

collection and accountability systems.

to leverage grants from national funders for Pennsylvania’s
early learning system through the Build Initiative. This flexible

The results of this work so far are impressive: Pennsylvania is

funding and technical assistance enabled the state to create

now in the top tier of states investing in early childhood, and

an infrastructure for early learning, including a cohesive

is recognized nationally as a leader in the development of

professional development system to support teachers and

quality care for young children.

Philanthropy Contacts
William Penn Foundation
Ronnie Bloom, Esq., Director —
Children, Youth & Families
P: 215-988-1830
E: rbloom@williampennfoundation.org
The Grable Foundation
Kristen Burns, Program Officer
P: 412-471-4550 x 103
E: kristen@grable.org
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Pennsylvania Cultural Data Project
Key Pennsylvania foundations and nonprofits have created

contributor type and dollars raised, detailed financial

a groundbreaking data management system that enables

activity — and can review its own trends over time and

arts and culture organizations to operate more effectively,

compare its work to that of comparable organizations in its

bringing cultural, economic and educational vitality to

region or across the state. The PA-CDP provides reliable,

communities across the Commonwealth.

consistent benchmarking data to public and private funders
across the Commonwealth to guide sound investment and
policy decisions, and to nonprofit cultural organizations to
strengthen management practices.
Arts and culture are important to Pennsylvania’s quality
of life and economic well-being: The Arts and Economic
Prosperity III, a study published by Americans for the Arts
in 2009, reports that the sector “generates $1.99 billion in
local economic activity, [which] supports 61,985 full-time
equivalent jobs, generates $1238.42 million in household
income, and delivers $282.98 million in local and state
government revenue.”
A Pennsylvania innovation, the Cultural Data Project is
an emerging national standard, with eight states currently
participating and nearly 20 others expressing interest in

Launched in 2004 with a capital investment of $2.3 million,

signing on. The CDP offers a turnkey solution to each state,

the Pennsylvania Cultural Data Project (PA-CDP) is a

with all technology and services provided centrally through

collaborative project of the Pennsylvania Council on the

Pew’s Pennsylvania headquarters.

Arts, The Heinz Endowments, The Pew Charitable Trusts, The
Pittsburgh Foundation, and the William Penn Foundation.
Through the PA-CDP, an organization enters annual data —

Philanthropy Contacts

programming activity, attendance and ticket sales, marketing

The Pew Charitable Trusts
Gregory T. Rowe, Director, Culture Initiatives and
Deputy Director, The Philadelphia Program
P: 215-575-4875
E: growe@pewtrusts.org

efforts and return on investment, fundraising results by

The Heinz Endowments
Janet L. Sarbaugh, Senior Program Director,
Arts & Culture
P: 412-338-2693
E: jsarbaugh@heinz.org
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Snapshots of PA Philanthropy
Job Opportunity Investment Network (JOIN) and
Pennsylvania Fund for Workforce Solutions
Pennsylvania is building a solid record of government/

a powerful agent for aligning philanthropic and public

philanthropy collaboration focused on workforce

investment to enhance the workforce system. Last year, JOIN

development. The PA Fund for Workforce Solutions, funded

supported more than 400 low-skilled adults in advancing

by 18 organizations, brings together private foundations

in their careers toward family-sustaining wages and assisted

and corporate philanthropy from across the state to

more than 100 employers hire for key positions and “up-skill”

promote industry partnerships (IPs). IPs address the

incumbent workers.

mismatch between Pennsylvania’s fastest growing industries
— healthcare, university services and clean energy — and
workforce knowledge and skills.
Four years ago, the Department of Labor & Industry (DLI)
approached foundations in Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Erie and
Harrisburg to help encourage formation and action by IPs.
Public and private funders co-invested, bringing together
employers, job training organizations, and social service
organizations to prepare low-skilled adults to fill highdemand positions. By funding and evaluating IP programs,
Pennsylvania foundations helped demonstrate that those
investments are sound.
In the most successful on-the-ground example, the DLI
collaborated with six southeastern Pennsylvania foundations
and other partners to create the Job Opportunity

In recognition of the effectiveness of Pennsylvania’s

Investment Network (JOIN). JOIN has since become

collaborative workforce initiatives, the PA Fund for
Workforce Solutions and JOIN were among a handful of
national programs each awarded a $600,000 grant in 2010
through the highly competitive federal Social Innovation

Philanthropy Contacts

Fund. Foundations generated additional private support

United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania
Laura Boyce, Associate Vice President
of Community Impact
P: 215-665-2582
E: lboyce@uwsepa.org

to match the federal funding.
This public-private model is beginning to scale across the
Commonwealth, with regional efforts underway in Pittsburgh
and Erie. Government, business and philanthropy are leading

The Pittsburgh Foundation
Jane Downing, Senior Program Officer
P: 412-394-2645
E: downing@pghfdn.org

the way to help build Pennsylvania’s economy.
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Pittsburgh Public Schools / Fund for Excellence
The Fund for Excellence (FFE) is a pooled philanthropic fund,
housed at The Pittsburgh Foundation, which serves the key
roles of convening and supporting an ambitious reform agenda
for Pittsburgh Public Schools (PPS). This fund was established
in 2005 by local foundations working closely with the newly
appointed Superintendent. It supports a detailed blueprint
designed to address systemic disparities in achievement for
African-American students, a high drop-out rate, an overall
decline in enrollment and generally poor performance by
district students on federally-mandated standardized tests.
Supporters include the Claude Worthington Benedum
Foundation, The Buhl Foundation, The Grable Foundation, The
Heinz Endowments, and The Jewish Healthcare Foundation as
well as The Pittsburgh Foundation.
FFE creates a forum for ongoing engagement between

The “achievement gap” between the percentages of black

philanthropy and the city school district as funders learn,

and white PPS students who scored ‘proficient’ or ‘advanced’

first-hand, from district leadership about the reforms being

on the Pennsylvania System of School Assessment tests

implemented and progress against goals. Beyond financial

(PSSAs) has also begun to narrow, albeit slowly, in both

support, local grantmakers contribute expertise and a

reading and math.

national perspective on best practices for successful public
The FFE has distributed more than $14 million in

education reform.

competitive, results-based grants since its inception. The
Reform efforts have begun to bear fruit. By August 2009,

solid planning and early successes made possible by local

for the first time, Pittsburgh Public Schools joined other

philanthropic investment enabled the district to leverage a

Pennsylvania districts that were meeting the federal

$40 million grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

performance standard of “Adequate Yearly Progress.”

— one of only six such investments in the nation — for

Further, since the 2006-07 school year, Pittsburgh Public

Empowering Effective Teachers, a multi-year plan designed

Schools students in grades 3-5 and 6-8 have made the

to ensure that district schools attract, retain and support

same or greater gains than the state’s gains in all subjects.

excellent teachers.

Philanthropy Contact
The Pittsburgh Foundation
Jeanne Pearlman, Senior Vice President
for Program and Policy
P: 412-394-2648
E: pearlmanj@pghfdn.org
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Snapshots of PA Philanthropy
Technology-Based Economic Development
State government, philanthropies, universities, corporate

These agencies, which provide advisory services, incubation

research and development assets, and private investment

space, and direct financial investments and grants to young

have worked together across Pennsylvania to create new

companies and entrepreneurs, have been central to the

industries and jobs based upon developments in technology

transformation of the economy in the Pittsburgh region.

and innovation in a number of sectors. Recently, the

The study addressed the question of whether the investment

cost-benefit of this activity in Western Pennsylvania was

in these entities has been worthwhile, and the answer is a
resounding “yes.”
RTI surveyed 238 companies which have received substantial
financial assistance from one or more of these agencies, and
72% responded. Among the findings for 2009:
• The average salary at a portfolio company was $63,000,
as compared to Pittsburgh’s median wage of $41,450;
• Sales revenue was $272 million, down only 20% from
2008’s high of $342 million;
• Follow-on funding over the five-year period ending in
2009 increased to $956 million, meaning that for every
$1 invested in the company by a TBED agency, the average
company attracted $23.08 in follow-on funding, much of
it from outside the region;
• 91% of the companies in which the agencies invested
remain in operation as stand-alone businesses, and 4%

quantified in a study commissioned by the Richard King

through merger and acquisition — only 5% are no longer

Mellon Foundation and performed by the Research Triangle

in operation;

Institute. The study examined four tech-based economic

• 97% are headquartered in Pennsylvania, and 63% of these
companies’ employees are located in Pennsylvania;

development agencies, each of which has received funding
from the Commonwealth, and from several foundations in

• 32% of the companies surveyed are manufacturers, and

Pittsburgh: Idea Foundry, Innovation Works, Pittsburgh Life

two-thirds of those manufacture their products, either

Sciences Greenhouse, and The Technology Collaborative.

directly or through outsourcing, in Pennsylvania;
• 45% of the companies reported that they either would
not have started at all, or would have failed, without TBED
agency support.

Philanthropy Contact

It seems reasonable to conclude that a similar story can be

Richard King Mellon Foundation
Lisa Kuzma, Senior Program Officer
P: 412-392-2800
E: lkuzma@rkmf.org

told in Philadelphia and the Lehigh Valley, and that the shared
investments of the Commonwealth and philanthropy in such
activities have been well worth the cost.
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The PA Healthy Farms, Healthy Schools Program
With grant support from the Claneil Foundation and other

• Outreach to engage parents and caregivers, such as

funders, The Food Trust developed the Kindergarten Initiative

Cooking in the Classroom activities.

as a best practice program to educate young children and

• Field trips to PA farms to teach children about healthy

their families about the importance of choosing healthy,

sources of food and local agriculture.

locally produced foods, while increasing awareness of

• Teacher and educational staff training on nutrition and

Pennsylvania agriculture. First piloted by the Food Trust in

agricultural education

several Philadelphia schools, a comprehensive evaluation
showed the program to be effective in meeting its mission.
Based on these results, the Kindergarten Initiative became
the model for a new statewide legislative initiative in 2006.
The PA Healthy Farms, Healthy Schools Act was established
as a grant program in the PA Department of Agriculture
(PDA). Schools that receive grants through the PA Healthy
Farms and Healthy Schools Program provide nutritional and
agricultural educational activities to young children and their
families that usually include:
• Classroom lessons and interactive educational activities
to teach children and families about good nutrition and
PA agriculture.
• Taste tests to introduce children to healthy food choices,
such as PA-grown fresh fruits and vegetables and low-fat
dairy products, at a young age.

Under PDA guidelines, any PA school district, charter school
or private school with a kindergarten program is eligible
to apply for funding. Since the program started, nearly 100
schools across the state have participated. The Kindergarten
Initiative has been replicated in a number of school districts
in other states, including Missouri, Massachusetts, and
New Jersey.

Philanthropy Contact
Claneil Foundation, Inc.
Mailee Walker, Executive Director
P: 610-941-1141
E: mwalker@claneil.org
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Snapshots of PA Philanthropy
Human Services Integration Fund /
Allegheny County Department of Human Services
Since 2000, the Allegheny County Department of Human
Services (DHS) has been repeatedly recognized for innovation in human services, including a 2005 Harvard University
“Innovations in American Government” award. A primary
contributor to that success has been the local foundation
community.
DHS was created in 1997 by combining five formerly separate county departments: at that time, it had no centralized
administration and lacked consistent systems for everything
from pay scales to career paths to financial software. Even
worse, each of the five departments had a legacy data
system — not one of which could “talk to” another. Local
foundations joined forces and the Human Services Integration Fund (HSIF), a pooled philanthropic fund housed at The
Pittsburgh Foundation, was born.
The HSIF has funded a number of mission-critical projects,

Other projects funded by the HSIF include the creation of

all difficult or impossible to conduct with public-sector dol-

HumanServices.net, a web-based system that enables the

lars. Project activities have included policy development and

public to search for appropriate human service providers,

planning; staff development; caseload assignment studies; and

and the Allegheny County Jail Collaborative, a unique

fiscal restructuring. The result is better-quality information

partnership between DHS, the County Jail and the County

and more efficient use of taxpayer dollars. For example, the

Health Department, focused on increasing public safety and

HSIF supported the Data Warehouse Project, creating a new

improving re-entry after incarceration.

computer architecture integrating all the programmatic and
financial data systems of the five former departments; this

Seventeen local foundations have contributed to HSIF.

central data repository is now available not only to DHS, but

Participating funders work closely with DHS’s director to es-

to other public agencies so that all of them can look across

tablish consistent priorities; consolidate DHS administration;

federal, state and county lines to analyze trends.

and maximize the use of state and federal funds.

Philanthropy Contact
Staunton Farm Foundation
Joni Schwager, Executive Director
P: 412-281-8020 x 10
E: jschwager@stauntonfarm.org
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Three Rivers Park
Since the year 2000, philanthropy, government, and private
investment have partnered closely to take full advantage
of Pittsburgh’s famous confluence of three rivers. The
development of Three Rivers Park — a seamless sequence
of open spaces, linking more than 13 miles of public and
private riverfront property including bridges, shorelines and
adjacent development — has reconnected both residents and
visitors with the region’s most spectacular natural resources.
A key role was played by Riverlife, a nonprofit organization
with the mission of reclaiming, restoring and promoting
Pittsburgh’s riverfronts as an environmental, recreational,

planning and design processes and prepares development

cultural and economic hub. Riverlife brought together the

projects for construction and implementation. At that point,

best thinking of thousands of community residents and

projects are ready for capital investments from government

leading experts in urban design and planning to create

and private sources.

the vision for Three Rivers Park. Strategic philanthropic
investments in Riverlife and its partnerships with foundations

Since 2000, Riverlife has aggregated approximately $41

then enabled it to carry out the advocacy, planning, design

million in private and philanthropic dollars and more than

and engineering prerequisites for specific riverfront

$83 million of public funds to create the green infrastructure

development projects. Riverlife undertakes collaborative

of Three Rivers Park, now approximately 75% completed.
These accomplishments, combined with over $3.5 billion in
adjacent development, are regarded nationally as a model for
urban waterfront development. Notably, all the major cities
in Pennsylvania are located on rivers, so other Pennsylvania
cities can and are drawing upon the lessons learned.

Philanthropy Contact
The Fine Foundation
Susan H. Brownlee, Executive Director
P: 412-444-3521
E: sbrownlee@thefinefoundation.org
Photos used with permission from Riverlife
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Snapshots of PA Philanthropy
Housing First
A recent partnership in Philadelphia among a small
foundation, the business community, local government and a
nonprofit agency is demonstrating a promising practice for
serving chronically homeless adults. On-the-street living by
homeless adults with serious mental illness and substance
abuse problems — who reject traditional offers of group
living arrangements — is both a serious detriment to the
well-being of that population and has a negative impact on
public safety and the hospitality and business environment.
City government identified Housing First, as implemented
in other cities, as an appropriate model to test. New
York-based Pathways to Housing was recruited to start

With 92% of the individuals successfully placed in housing,

implementing this approach in Philadelphia with 130 of

cost reductions are projected at more than $400,000/year

the most difficult to serve people living on the streets. The

based on comparisons to alternative programs and the

Center City District and the Thomas Scattergood Behavioral

reduction in use of emergency services (e.g. prisons, shelters,

Health Foundation underwrote the initial evaluation of

hospitalizations). In addition to providing valuable information

the Housing First pilot. The study released early this year

about addressing a difficult, systemic social problem,

documented that Pathways to Housing “succeeded in getting

Pathways to Housing is an example of how philanthropic

these hard-to-reach people to come off the street and

support for program evaluation can offer essential guidance

improved their quality of life while reducing costs to the

to policymakers and direct service providers on many issues

City’s service system.”

important to Pennsylvanians.

Philanthropy Contact
Thomas Scattergood Behavioral Health Foundation
Joseph Pyle, M.A., President
P: 215-831-3000
E: jpyle@scattergoodfoundation.org
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States & Regional Associations of Grantmakers

Working Together
Michigan

Connecticut

A cabinet-level Office of Foundation Liaison was created in

In 2010, the CEO of the Connecticut Council on Philanthropy

2003. Outgoing Governor Jennifer Granholm and incoming

and two funder members were asked to serve on the

Governor Rick Snyder appointed the CEO of the Council

Governor’s Working Group on the Temporary Assistance

of Michigan Foundations to the executive committee of the

for Needy Families (TANF) Emergency Contingency Funds

Michigan Economic Development Corporation.

contained in the federal ARRA law. The Working Group
developed a process that enabled Connecticut nonprofits
to leverage ARRA funds for TANF-eligible families, using
previously granted foundation matching dollars.

Illinois

Ohio

Donors Forum of Illinois led a process involving public

For more than five years, Ohio Grantmakers Forum

and nonprofit sector stakeholders to develop Partnership

has been a leading voice and catalyst for public school

Principles to govern a better contracting system for human

improvement across the state. OGF’s Education Initiative

services in Chicago and the state.

engaged policymakers, citizens and grantmakers in
developing and adopting consensus recommendations for
comprehensive school reform plans. OGF was also called
upon for specific support in crafting Ohio’s successful Race
to the Top application.
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Philanthropy-Related

Resources
Center for High Impact Philanthropy
www.impact.upenn.edu
Katherina Rosqueta, Executive Director

Philadelphia Research Initiative
www.pewtrusts.org/our_work_category.aspx?id=578
Larry Eichel, Project Director

Founded in 2006 at the University of Pennsylvania’s School of

Housed within the Pew Charitable Trusts, the Research Initiative

Social Policy & Practice, the Center provides analysis, education

conducts timely research and analysis that help Philadelphia’s

and assistance to high wealth donors seeking the greatest

citizens and leaders understand and address key issues facing

impact for their philanthropy.

the city.

Council on Foundations
www.cof.org
Steve Gunderson, President

PolicyWorks for Philanthropy
Pennsylvania contacts:
Debra Kahn, Delaware Valley Grantmakers
Barbara Sieck Taylor, Grantmakers of Western PA

The Council on Foundations is a national association of
approximately 2,000 corporate, community and independent

PolicyWorks is a coalition of 20 regional associations of

grantmaking foundations.

grantmakers across the U.S, representing some 4,000
philanthropies. The associations are collaborating to build their

Forum of Regional AssociationS
of Grantmakers
www.givingforum.org
Michael Litz, President

knowledge and capacity to work together with federal, state

The Forum is a national network of 34 grantmaker associations

The University of Pittsburgh Institute
of Politics
www.iop.pitt.edu
Ms. Terry Miller, Executive Director

and local policymakers in support of more vibrant communities
across the nation.

that combined represents more than 4,000 philanthropic
organizations from all 50 states.
The Foundation Center
http://foundationcenter.org
Bradford K. Smith, President

The Institute of Politics delivers timely information about

The Foundation Center is the nation’s leading source of research

academia and other sectors. It offers a neutral forum where

and information on grantmaking, foundations and philanthropy.

knowledge and perspectives are exchanged, discussed and

The Center also offers education and training programs designed

applied to promoting the quality of life and economic vitality

to advance knowledge of philanthropy at every level.

of Western Pennsylvania.

The Pew Center on the States
www.pewcenteronthestates.org
Susan K. Urahn, Managing Director

The Urban Institute
www.urban.org
Robert D. Reischauer, President

A division of The Pew Charitable Trusts, The Pew Center on

The Urban Institute conducts research, gathers data, and

the States identifies and advances effective solutions to critical

analyzes policies in order to deepen public understanding

issues facing states.

of social and economic issues and foster sound public policy

issues affecting Western Pennsylvania for elected officials
and community leaders representing business, philanthropy,

decisions. It houses the National Center for Charitable Statistics,
a clearinghouse for data on the nonprofit sector.

20

hanna

Susque

Wayne

Bradford
Tioga

ing
Wyom

Potter
McKean

Erie

Sullivan

Warren

Forest

Elk

Carbon

Colum
Union

n

Jefferso

ld

Clearfie

Centre

Snyder

d
mberlan
Northu

Lehigh

ill

Schuylk

Juniata

nce
Butler

Perry
Indiana

Beaver

ambria

C

n

Lebano

Lancast

and

rl
Cumbe

ny

Alleghe

land

ore
Westm

Bedford
et

Somers
Fayette

Greene

Phila.
er

gdon

on

mery

Montgo

Dauphin

Blair
Huntin

gt
Washin

Bucks

Berks

Mifflin

ng

Armstro

pton

Northam

Montour

Clarion

Lawere

Monro

bia

Clinton

Venango
Mercer

e

e

Luzern

g

Lycomin

n

Camero

rd
Crawfo

Pike

ana

Lackaw

Fulton

Franklin

Adams

York

r

Cheste

e
Delawar

230 South Broad Street, Suite 402
Philadelphia, PA 19102
215.790.9700
www.dvg.org

650 Smithfield Street, Suite 210
Pittsburgh, PA 15222
412.471.6489
www.gwpa.org

