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Sporting Winter Camo
Waiting for Spring to Arrive
© Lydia Wainwright
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REQUIRED Safe Sport Training
if you plan to show at licensed competitions
you MUST complete the training.
NO EXECPTIONS
As of Jan 1, 2019 every USEF adult member
(18 years of age or older) with a
Competing Membership must complete
USEF's Safe Sport Training.
A 30 day grace period to complete the SafeSport
training will be provided to all USEFmembers who
renew or join on or after December 1, 2018.
Those who do not complete the training within
the grace period will be ineligble to
participate in USEF activities, including competitions.
Training is free to USEF members at USEF.org
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BECAUSE EXPERIENCE COUNTS

Typical of Maryland
weather we’re dealing
with inches of snow one
day and then temps in
the 60s the next, but as
the days get longer our
horses start blowing
their winter coats and
we know that the next
By Christina Dale
show season is swiftpresident@pvda.org
ly approaching. Just as
your horses are preparing, so are the PVDA board
members. Committees are working fast and furious
to get programs in place for the 2019 season. The
first schooling shows will be open by the time you
receive this letter and the spring show at Morven is
right around the corner as well. There’s an exciting
educational opportunity during the Ride for Life
week and more info to come!
How do you spend your winter months? Hibernating? Traveling (with or without your horse)?
Braving the elements at home? Clinics, clinics, and
more clinics? If you have any stories to share please
think about writing an article for this newsletter!
We would love to include your story and pictures.
I’m personally getting over a terrible cold and
can’t wait to be well enough to get back in the saddle. I like this early spring time to trail ride and
watch plants and flowers bloom and wild life scampering around. I know the heat and the bugs aren’t
far behind but a few hours spent on horseback, in
the company of good friends, is invaluable to my
peace of mind. If you do go out trail riding remember, it is still hunting season! Goose hunting is still
open through mid April (mostly mid - Eastern MD)
and the Spring Turkey season runs from April 13 May 23.
The first L Program Session is quickly approaching! We are excited to announce that the participant
spots are currently full with a waitlist. You can send
in your application to be added to the waitlist and
we highly recommend auditing the program as well.
Have questions? Follow up with Nancy at nancybowlus@gmail.com
continued on page 4
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My ‘Connection’ with Lisa Wilcox
By Julie Gross

Connection, throughness and position are the theme
to any clinic you attend with Olympian, Lisa Wilcox. I
have been fortunate to watch and learn from Lisa for several years now. Her background is purely classical. Her
trainer for at least 18 years has been Ernst Hoyos, who
was the head trainer at the Spanish Riding School for
over 20 years. No wonder Lisa is a stickler about the rider’s position and the throughness of your horse.
Lisa is adamant about throughness. The connection
is the Holy Grail. You are pretty much married to a 20
meter circle until your horse is through and in an elastic
connection. The first day it was a struggle to get the elastic connection that Lisa wanted, but I could feel glimpses of it. The second day there were snippets of throughness that become much more consistent. I could feel the
lightness that was connected but was fragile. It can be
frustrating since one day it is so easy and the next it so
difficult. Lisa said that patience is needed to succeed in
getting a proper connection. Day three was amazing because everything came together. Cayenne was so soft, yet
connected. I could feel the circle of aids and everything
going through. These are the moments that are amazing.
The other thing that Lisa really stresses is position. In essence, the horse can do no wrong. If the horse is not doing
something correctly, then the rider needs to look within
and figure out what aid they are doing incorrectly. Additionally, it’s not only about proper alignment, but actually
getting out of the way of your horse. For example, taking
the legs off so that the horse can be really through – if you
are gripping anywhere then the horse will hold against
President’s Window continued from page 3

And, in a bit of fun news US Equestrian announced that Verdades owned by Laura Graves and
Curt Maes has been voted the 2018 International
Horse of the Year! Verdades, known as Diddy, is a
16 yr old Dutch Warmblood ridden and trained by
Graves. He won the Grand Prix at the FEI World Cup
Dressage Finals in Paris, helped the US earn silver in
the FEI Dressage Nations Cup in Germany, and were
silver again at the FEI World Equestrian Games in
Tryon. They reached a world number one on the FEI
World Individual Dressage Ranking List in October,
marking the first time that a US dressage combination has been ranked world number one!
Regards,
Christina Dale
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that and consequently
will not be completely
through.
A
consistent
steady
connection
is imperative to
throughness. If your
hands are bumping
all around then there
is no chance your
horse will connect
willingly. Lisa showed
me how to bridge my
reins so that I could
be very steady with
my hands and then be
able to hold Cayenne
with my core. Even Lisa showing me how to bridge
though my hands be- the reins in order to keep a
came steady through
steady connection.
bridging, they were
not static in the connection. I would use my ring fingers or a pulsing hand to
keep the connection alive.
After the throughness work and the position work, it
was amazing how easily we could glide through all the
movements and lateral work. I also noticed how each of
my limbs could work so independently of each other.
I would like to thank the Board of PVDA for granting
me the scholarship so I could ride in this clinic. What a
great opportunity it was for me. Being awarded such a
scholarship motivates me to continue volunteering!
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Calendar of Events

March

16-17 Kathy Rowse “S” Clinic: Horse
Bridge Farm, Salisbury, MD. Sponsored by
The Peninsula Dressage Chapter of PVDA.
Contact Kim Briele: 410-726-5191 or
horsebridgefarm@comcast.net
30-31 PVDA L Program Session A: Introduction to Judging & Biomechanics in
Boyds, MD. Contact Nancy Bowlus: education@pvda.org

April

11 - Sally O’Connor Lifetime of Equestrian
Achievements Celebration: Potomac Hunt
Club, Dickerson, MD. Inquiries: friends@
potomachorse.com
13 - Tri-County Chapter New Test Symposium with Janet Foy: CDI, Annapolis, MD.
Q&A Sessions, door prizes, vendors, lecture
on bits by Herm Sprenger rep.
24 - Michael Bragdell Clinic: Karmic Run
Stables, Mt. Airy, MD. Sponsored by the
Friendship Chapter at Contact Camilla
Cornwell at ckcornwell@gmail.com or 301641-5133

27-28 PVDA L Program Session B: Judging
Criteria for Gaits, Paces, Movements &
Figures in Annapolis, MD. Contact Nancy
Bowlus: education@pvda.org
28 - Schooling Show: Blue Horse Farm,
Jefferson, MD. All USDF, USEF, FEI, and
eventing tests available. Warm-up outdoor/
indoor, show in a 20x60m indoor. Judge
Dilly Jackson (L). Contact: Leslie Raulin:
leslieraulin@gmail.com or 301-788-0134

May

11 - Calvert Chapter Schooling Show at
Kings Landing Park, Huntingtown. All
USDF, USEF, USEA, WDAA, and leadline
tests offered. $20/test. Contact: Christina
dale@pvda.org or 301-247-6043

June

20 - Youth D4K TEAM Clinic with Olympic Medalist Allison Brock: Auditing is free
and open to everyone! Riding spaces are
limited to riders under 25. All levels and
abilities welcome. Visit www.Dressage4Kids.
com to register for the D4K TEAM program. Contact Polly or Hannah Irons for

questions: pmirons@atlanticbb.net
30 - Schooling Show: Blue Horse Farm,
Jefferson, MD. All USDF, USEF, FEI, and
eventing tests available. Warm-up outdoor/
indoor, show in a 20x60m indoor. Judge Annmari Ingersoll (L). Contact: Leslie Raulin:
leslieraulin@gmail.com or 301-788-0134

July

20-21 PVDA L Program Session C: Collective Marks, Basics & Rider Biomechanics/
Equitation in Germantown, MD. Contact
Nancy Bowlus: education@pvda.org

August

11 - Schooling Show: Blue Horse Farm,
Jefferson, MD. All USDF, USEF, FEI, and
eventing tests available. Warm-up outdoor/
indoor, show in a 20x60m indoor. Judge
Randi Joslyn (L). Contact: Leslie Raulin:
leslieraulin@gmail.com or 301-788-0134

For more 2019 event information,
visit www.PVDA.org

2019 Schooling Show Schedule
(Tentative)

April 14
April 28
May 5
May 5
June 1
June 8
June 15
June 30
June 30
July 13
July 14
July 21
August 4
August 18
August 25
September 7
September 14
September 21
October 12

Preston
Southwind Farm
Lucky Cricket I
Schooley Mill I
Schooley Mill II
Bluebird Farm
Brooke Grove
Encore Farm
Lucky Cricket II
CDI I
Morning Sun
Oak Spring
Exalt Farm
Schooley Mill III
Oak Ridge Park
Woodstock
CDI II
Schooley Mill IV
Schooley Mill V
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The Classifieds
Post it with PVDA

The Classifieds is available to PVDA members only, at no charge, as a membership benefit. Type or print your submission and include your
2019 PVDA membership number. Classifieds MUST be received by the 5th* of the month preceding publication.
Email classifieds@pvda.org. Classifieds are placed on PVDA’s website, www.pvda.org.

Boarding

• Walkersville, MD. 80x200 indoor GGT footing. Heated tackroom w/lockers. 2 H/C heated
wash stalls, w/d, fenced outdoor. Outside trainers welcome. Dry lots & private t/o avail. Pleasantridgefarm1@comcast.net. 301-676-6874

Equipment

• Albion SLK 19” dressage saddle medium-wide tree, high head. Excellent condition,
$1300.00. Debra Nissen, 301-717-4894. NewWorldStables@hotmail.com
• Vega by Amerigo Dressage Saddle 17” medium tree, wool flocked Excellent condition ,
one owner $1800.00 Firm Purchased in 2011.
Lovely saddle. Sadly outgrown. Please call or
text 301-437-1851 Annapolis, MD
• Black non-slip dressage saddle pad with
sheepskin wither & County logo. Clean & in
good condition. $25. County Logic Black leather girth 20” $50. Pikeur Ladies Navy show coat

size 10/12 $100. Horseware brown t/o sheet 84”
$50. Rhino brown plaid med t/o blanket 72”
$75. Amigo brown heavy t/o blanket $100. All
clean, in excellent condition & ready for use!
Jayne 443-604-7626, hntngtnfrm@aol.com
• Albion SL 17.5 inch MW dressage saddle in
very good condition. $1200 2) Custom Wolfgang Solo MW w/short thigh block, 17.5, buffalo leather, excellent condition $2500 Karen
Anderson 301 467-0731 equitator@gmail.com
• 2005 Sundowner SunLite 77∂7 2H BP Trailer w/Tack Rm. One owner. Low miles. Good
maintenance. Very good condition. Many options incl stainless steel sides & nose, door btw
tack rm & horse area, divider lower partition,
etc. $10K. LeslieRaulin@gmail.com. www.frederickdressage.org/trailer.html (301) 788-0134

Horse for Sale

• Sir Gregory / Royal Prince-De Niro HANOVERIAN gelding coming 2 year old

6/8/2019. Super sweet & willing boy. Going to
be tall (close to 16h now.) Has 3 correct gaits.
Super correct conformation. Steffen has a superb disposition. Have worked w/him doing
tarp & umbrella training. Bold, brave, & curious. Any task asked, he is eager to please. Very
good for farrier, vet, & anyone that handles
him. Laid back friendly personality. Really a
love bug! I have current xrays. UTD on vaccines. Steffen’s full sister Sirree’Anna was 3rd
in the country for USDF 3yo Material class in
2018. Asking $18,000 will consider a deal for a
good show home. Contact Laura Beetle please
text 410-596-4577 I’ll call back or email llbbhorse@gmail.com videos and pictures avail.

Horses Wanted

• Dressage Horse Wanted - 15.2-15.3h - Gelding
-1st-2nd Level - sound - sane - no vices- Dotty
Chaney - ddchaney@verizon.net, 410-991-4204

Potomac Valley Dressage Association Membership Application 2019

PVDA is a USDF Group Member Organization (GMO) and PVDA members are automatically USDF Group Members.
THE PVDA MEMBERSHIP YEAR RUNS FROM JANUARY 1 THROUGH DECEMBER 31.
1 YEAR
• Junior/Young Rider (up to 21)
• Adult
• Senior (65 and over)
• Business
• Family (includes 1 add’l)
• Additional Family
• Life Adult

I would like to volunteer:

2 YEAR

❒ $45
❒ $75
❒ $60
❒ $100
❒ $45
❒ $75
❒ $90
❒ $150
❒ $85
❒ $145
❒ $20 ea ❒ $40 ea
❒ $799

❒ Anything
❒ Show (General)
❒ Show Manager
❒ Scribe
❒ Ride for Life

DOB*:

❒ AA ❒ Pro

Fam 1:

DOB*:

Fam 2:

DOB*:

❒ AA ❒ Jr/YR
❒ AA ❒ Jr/YR

Street:

Main GMO:

email:

❒ Yes ❒ No

USDF #:

Mail me a newsletter:

* Birthdates are REQUIRED for Jr/YR & Senior Memberships.
Login at PVDA.org to update your proﬁle/information.
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Newsletter
Marketing
Computer
Other

List Phone:
List Email:

❒ Yes ❒ No
❒ Yes ❒ No

I would like to donate toward:
Year End Trophy Fund:
PVDA Ride for Life:

City/St/Zip:

Have you been a PVDA member?:

Education

PVDA Membership Directory Options

Name:

Phone:

❒
❒
❒
❒
❒

❒ Yes ❒ No

Mail completed application with check
made payable to PVDA to:
Liz Erwin, PVDA Membership
16816 Norbrook Drive
Olney, MD 20832
membership@pvda.org
301.924.5970

Tongue and Cheekpieces
by Lydia Wainwright

Part 1: Conclusions One Through Four - After decades of horse experience, I’ve come up with several
theories. Theories about horses, horse people, and specifically, dressage. Now granted, I was born an Eventer,
so for many years dressage was the torturous and boring
thing you had to do in order to go get to run and jump.
But as I grew up, I started to appreciate dressage more
and more and figured, when I became *old I would focus
strictly on it.
And as I became more and more focused on dressage,
I came to my first conclusion: dressage is #$!%!! HARD.
And it seemed that the harder I worked, the harder it became. Have you ever noticed that? From the age of 20,
(still an eventer, but starting to see the dressage part as
more than a “pass through to the fun part”) I was determined to perfect this stuff. But then how does someone
perfect a 20-meter circle, let alone a half-pass or a pirouette?
Conclusion Two: I’m a bit of a masochist. I must be.
Ok, not like at home in my personal life – but how else
would you explain the hours a week I would spend (and
continue to spend) perfecting a circle. Of 20 meters. On
a horse. People tell me they’d rather watch grass grow.

It’s redundant and, well, circular!
Conclusion Three: God
put horses on this earth to try
to commit suicide. We can
wrap them in bubble wrap,
but then they would eat it
and colic and probably die.
Maybe this is all our fault as
people. Maybe over the past
thousands of years we bred
for performance and not
for self-preservation? I can
leave a higher power out of
this. Nonetheless, keeping horses sound is always a challenge. I am amazed at these Upper Level horses who go
into their 20s, still happily competing. Sure, confirmation
and good breeding can be huge benefits, but there is also
a lot of luck involved as well in my experience and observation. And some days we are luckier than others. Some
people have horses with perfect bloodlines and be stillmy-heart confirmation and they still have to be retired
before moving up to First Level. Other horses look like
four breeds in one and have a back so long it’s like you are
riding in two zip codes at the same time, and they still go
continued on page 8

Friendship
Chapter
Join us for a One-Day Clinic with

Michael Bragdell
USDF Certified Instructor to Fourth Level
USDF Gold, Silver and Bronze Medalist

Date: Wednesday, April 24, 2019
Cost: $175 / Audit: $15
Karmic Run Stables, Mt. Airy, MD
For information, please contact
Camilla Cornwell 301-641-5133
ckcornwell@gmail.com

Peninsula Dressage Chapter of PVDA
is hosting:

A Clinic with Kathy Rowse “S”
March 16th and 17th 2019
at
Horse Bridge Farm
Salisbury, MD. 21804
Please contact manager Kim Briele for details!
410-726-5191
Horsebridgefarm@comcast.net
(PVDA subsidy is pending)
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and go for years. And thus, luck is a factor here too.
After some time of pondering conclusions one through
three, I have come to Conclusion Number Four. This I
believe to be true for all dressage riders: Dressage was put
on this earth for masochistic perfectionists, so we could
be happy! Ok, ok just bear with me here. Ponder this:
what other sport considers a 60% score a medal quality
score? If I were a gymnast, I’d be getting 9.8s – that’s 98%.
If I were in school, a 60% is barely a passing grade. But
in dressage….When I get a 69% or **gasp! a 74% it’s the
most amazing thing ever! Why? Review conclusion
one….
Now, let’s add in that for many of us, just keeping our
horses sound and happy can seem like a nearly impossible task. I am personally on a first-name basis with at
least four different equine vets at this time. SmartPak and
Dover know me by name. Every moment of each day, I’m
at least a tiny little bit worried in the back of my head
about what my horse is doing, just did, or may be about
to do that will put her out of commission for who knows
how long.
If this were anything else, I’d have given up long ago.
If I had to put this much work into a just passing grade
in grad school, I wouldn’t have finished. If my car broke

• Awards (High
Scores, Trophies and
Ribbons, Trophy
Fund, Recognized
Rider Awards)
Linda Speer (chair),
Michelle Miller,
Camilla Cornwell,
Lydia Wainwright
• Chapters
Liz Erwin and Kyle
Peiffer (co-chairs),
Christina Dale, Karyn
Spertzel, Hannah
Ong, Polly Irons
• Education
Nancy Bowlus (chair),
Mimi Mack
• Finance
Carolyn Del Grosso
(chair), Camilla
Cornwell, Lydia
Wainwright
• Fundraising/
Marketing
(Sponsorships)
Mimi Mack (chair),
Christina Dale,
Vanessa Meeks

down as much as my horses, I’d have found another mode
of transportation. If I had broken my ***back downhill
skiing, I wouldn’t have ever gone again. But I like my
going around in circles, making my never quite perfect
moments of harmony and through and…ONENESS that
I get with my horse. My heart fills with joy for, like, two
weeks when I would get that counter canter in balance
and my horse would be like, “Oh! This is what you want! I
got it!” So, I take what I can get. The perfection will never
happen, but I still will continue to strive. And I will continue to ache for those moments of seeming perfection
to be longer.
…Just as soon as one of my two horses is sound enough
for me to get on again…and that will be….hmmm….
when will that be? Maybe there really is a part of me that
enjoys the torture just a little? Maybe the key is to work
a little less hard at it? Worry a little bit less? But what fun
is in that!
*old was more of a generality that meant whenever I became of the age that I was no longer immortal, and thus
too afraid to jump the big jumps.
**This only happened once. In my life. There’s a story
here…but I’ll save that for another time.
***Yes, it was a horse fall. And another story to be saved
for another time.

Committees of the Board
For complete contact information see www.pvda.org

• Governance
Camilla Cornwell
(chair), Executive
Committee
• Membership
membership@pvda.org
Liz Erwin (chair),
Christina Dale
• Newsletter
(Calendar,
Classifieds, Mailing)
newsletter@pvda.org
Christina Dale (chair),
Emily Nessel, Liz
Erwin, Polly Iron,
Karyn Spertzel
• Calendar
calendar@pvda.org
Christina Dale
• Classifieds
classifieds@pvda.org
Susan Stone
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• Enews
enews@pvda.org
Christina Dale
• Partners and Allies
(Maryland Horse
Council, National
Liason, GMOs)
Jocelyn Pearson
(chair), Camilla
Cornwell, Wendy
Emblin
• PVDA Library/
Documents
(Archives, Books,
Videos)
Claire Lacey (chair),
Susan Stone
• Publications
(Service Directory,
Omnibus, Mailings)
•Riders - Jr/YR:
Chairs Polly &

Hannah Irons.
Committee: Camilla
Cornwell, Hilary
Moore Hebert
Adults: Chair Kyle
Peiffer. Committee:
Liz Erwin, Christina
Dale, Hannah Ong,
Linda Speer, Karyn
Spertzel
• Ride for Life
www.pvdarideforlife,org
Chair Sarah Yaroslaski
Committee: Sarah
Rogers, Jeannette Bair,
Mimi Mack, Lydia
Wainwright
• Shows
Chair Carolyn Del
Grosso. Committee:
Linda Speer, Camilla
Cornwell, Kyle Peiffer.
Schooling Shows: Chair
Lynn Adams.

Committee: Lydia
Wainwright, Sarah
Yaroslaski, Kyle Peiffer,
Wendy Emblin,
Christina Dale, Liz
Erwin, Camilla
Cornwell. Linda Speer
(equipment), Julie
Gross (southern equipment), Shira Rosenthal
(SS treasurer)
• Special Events
(Awards Dinner,
Expo, Other)
Linda Speer (chair),
Christina Dale, Mimi
Mack, Lynn Adams
• Volunteers
Camilla Cornwell (chair),
Ninja Nissen, Sarah
Yaroslaski
• Website
Christina Dale (chair),
Kyle Peiffer, Lynn
Adams, Christina
Dale, Liz Erwin,
Wendy Emblin

By The Board
Date: Feb. 11, 2019
Location:
Stonebrook Farm
Clarksville, MD

Officers
President
Christina Dale
Vice President
Wendy Emblin
Chairperson
Camilla Cornwell
Secretary
Lynn Adams
Treasurer
Carolyn Del Grosso

Board of
Directors
Camilla Cornwell
Carolyn Del Grosso
Christina Dale
Hannah Ong
Karyn Spertzel
Kyle Peiffer
Linda Speer
Liz Erwin
Lydia Wainwright
Lynn Adams
Mimi Mack
Nancy Bowlus
Sarah Yaroslaski
Susan Stone
Wendy Emblin
Board Meetings are
usually held the first
Monday of each
month at 7 p.m. and
are open to all PVDA
members.

February 2019 PVDA Board Meeting #595
Attendance

Board Members Present: Lynn Adams, Sarah Yaroslaski,
Lydia Wainwright, Wendy Emblin, Christina Dale, Kyle
Peiffer, Linda Speer, Camilla Cornwell, Mimi Mack, Carolyn Del Grosso
Board Members Absent (Excused): Karyn Spertzel, Susan
Stone, Nancy Bowlus, Hannah Ong, Liz Erwin

Committee Reports
Awards: We’re ordering ribbons for upcoming 2019 shows.
Chapters: Peninsula, Catoctin, and Shore have all submitted their financial information and contact updates.
Still waiting on other chapters.
Education: The L Program is full for participants with
a waitlist of three. Plenty of auditor space available.
Lois Yukins is flying in to BWI on 3/29. Program will
be held Saturday 3/30 (8:00am-5:00pm) at the Holiday
Inn on Montgomery Village and Sunday 3/31 (8:00am12:00pm) at Holiday Inn and (1:00pm-4:40pm) at
Wyndham Oaks in Boyds, MD. Attendees will have
vouchers for breakfast and lunch the first day, and
breakfast and a boxed lunch the second day. Nancy will
need help with the April session, putting together hotel
accommodations and food. Hilary Moore is doing the
July session. We need to think about Part 2 and when
to get it scheduled.
Finance: Tax returns submitted to IRS. Insurance has
been renewed. Current balance: PayPal - $14,705.02, General - $23,521.22, Schooling Show Fund - $8,344.38 CDs $9,563.97, Chapter Funds - $17,008.11 Total = $73,142.70.
Fundraising: Lesson Lottery is live and open until Mar. 1.
Governance: Committee met on 2/8 to discuss format
of BOD meetings to ensure efficiency. We will try to
better follow Robert’s Rules. Committee chairs have
a responsibility to hold periodic meetings open to
all members on the committee. All correspondence
should include all committee members. If you are on a
committee you are expected to participate in that committee. Committee report deadlines have been moved
up to the Wednesday before the BOD meeting. Agendas will be sent on the Friday before the meeting.
Membership: We now have 336 members. Jan 2019
USDF Roster was submitted on 2/4/19. Roster will be
submitted on a monthly basis.
Newsletter: Ads are coming in. We would like some
more article submissions, our backlog is getting low.

The Minutes
Ride for Life: We have the following positions: Sponsorship: vacant, Rider Donations: Sarah Rogers, Vendors:
Kyle Peiffer, Raffle: Mimi Mack, Merchandise: Mary
Reisch, Volunteers: vacant, Decorating/Landscape: vacant, Publicity/Marketing: Christina Dale, Breed Assoc
Awards: Bridget Dellar. Current R4L website is being
updated with forms and contact info and is being pared
down and streamlined. Donations will only be through
the JHU site, our site will link to theirs, no longer two
forms needed. 2018 total as reported by Hopkins was
$47,856.03. Carolyn sent a check for $2143.97 to bring
total up to $50,000.
Riders: Jr/YR - During the Dressage4Kids clinic with Ali
Brock Linda Zang has agreed to do a Fix-a-Test to help
offset the cost. They asked if it the clinic can use the indoor
on Friday and the Fix-a-Test in the covered arena. We
can’t allow the indoor to be used all day Friday as it must
be open for schooling from noon onward. It could be used
in the AM and then one of the tower rings could be used
for the afternoon. If any profit is generated the board voted to allocate that profit to youth activities in PVDA.
Shows: All judges and TDs are set. Wil update FVD and
get going this week. Carolyn wil put any spreadsheets
we want and manager manual on the thumb drives.
Schooling Shows: Schedule set, judges hired, managers
set. Dodon Farm was removed from the schedule due
to a conflict. Committee is working on excel sheets for
managers to use if they prefer not to use Fox Village.
Lynn and Kyle are revising the manager manual. Plan is
to have a sheet of “must do” items that need to be completed within two weeks of the show for the managers
to receive their free membership for the following year.
Special Events: Awards dinner and auction was a success. The new venue was so good that we have secured
it again for next year. Only lost $157.03 on the night!
Volunteers: Christina asked and received permission
from USDF for PVDA to print 2019 Test Booklets to
use as volunteer gifts. The books will be 5.5 x 8.5 spiral
bound. With 200 copies the price will be about $2.50
each. We have a lot of drawstring bags and seat cushions left but, only a few towels and lunch bags left. Need
volunteer coordinator(s) for R4L, Waredaca I/II, and
Fall Show.
Website: Site is running well, accepting renewals and
new sign ups. We have noticed that some @verizon.net
email addresses have issues receiving automatic emails
from the pvda.org addresses. This appears to be verizon
blocking those addresses and may be related to Verizon/AOL email updates. One solution would be to set
up a non-pvda email address for the site?
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Buying Horse Properties In Florida
By Sarah Lipkowitz

I am now a certified snowbird. I find temperatures
below 60 degrees to be entirely unacceptable. Even my
horse gave me dirty looks when we got back to Maryland
this spring (it was very chilly). If you and your horses are
dreaming of warmer weather, but you have some concerns about purchasing horse properties in Florida, I am
here to tell you that you have options. Buying property in
Florida does not have to be out of the question.
Price. While there are plenty of seven and eight figure
listings in Wellington, you will find (as many others have)
that Loxahatchee and Loxahatchee Groves are less expensive. As the area becomes more developed, the property values are increasing, making the areas surrounding
Wellington a good investment. If you are willing to be
more than 15 minutes away from the show grounds, you
will find that it is possible to purchase five or more acres
for low to mid six figures, sometimes even less.
Location. If you are considering a horse property in
Florida, odds are you are looking at Palm Beach County,
more specifically Wellington and Loxahatchee, but there
are plenty of other places you might consider. Ocala,
about an hour north of Orlando, is another wonderful
town for equestrians and perhaps a bit quieter. Either
way, choose your property carefully. “High and dry” is a
favorite descriptor amongst Florida Realtors selling land.
You may not be right on the oceanfront and at risk of
floating away, but you still need to make sure your property has proper drainage. That being said, most of the
farm owners I have spoken to had this to say about hurricane season: flooding isn’t the issue. The real concern is
the wind and the tornados that occur during hurricanes.
The good news is that there are a number of things you
can do to prepare.
Building. You will notice that single story houses abound
in Florida and for good reason. Ok, yeah…Florida is
teeming with senior citizens, but more importantly, single story homes cope better with high winds. A second
story is also very difficult and expensive to keep climate
controlled. Florida is both hot and humid, so A/C is a
must to keep mold at bay. Oh, and don’t expect a basement. It will flood.
Now for the important part: barns! Concrete barns are
generally considered to be superior, both in how they fare
during hurricane season and how cool they are during
the Florida summer. That being said, you will find plenty
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of pole barns in Florida that are rated for hurricane force
winds and have fared just fine during hurricane season.
It is worth noting that though pole barns are cheaper to
build, they do tend to cost more in maintenance long
term. Which brings me to my final topic for today…
Maintenance. Some of you may be considering permanently relocating to Florida, while others would simply
like to have a second property in the Sunshine State to
retreat to during the winter months. While you shouldn’t
expect to be trudging through snow or breaking up ice
in the troughs, a farm is a farm and that means maintenance. The grass will still need to be mowed and the
barns will require the same maintenance that you would
anticipate anywhere else.
Routine maintenance is likely a primary concern for
those of you who are not planning on staying in Florida
year round. There are a number of options when it comes
to keeping your property in top condition. The first is
to hire a landscaper and perhaps a friend or neighbor
to check on the property regularly and install security
cameras. The second is to rent it out. There are plenty of
trainers looking for a place to set up shop and this will
help you cover some costs during the off-season. A word
of caution: boarders can be emotionally draining. They
will also put wear and tear on the property, which will
likely increase your expenses long term. Choose your
tenants carefully.
Be sure to have a hurricane preparedness plan so the
property can be easily readied in advance of a hurricane.
Hidden costs are often where farm owners run into trouble. A shattered mirror means glass in your footing—and
a potentially costly situation. Make sure your barn can be
shuttered up easily, either by a service, a kind neighbor,
or by your tenants. You may be bracing for your property
being completely destroyed by a storm, but more often it
is the minor damage not covered by insurance that property owners struggle with the most. Do your research
and choose a good insurance company. Historically, policies would only cover damage over a certain monetary
amount, but that is changing and since small claims are
generally the most prevalent during hurricane season, it
is prudent to know what your policy covers.
Remember: traveling to Florida isn’t difficult. Flights are
abundant and often inexpensive and, by all accounts, the
Auto Train is a lovely experience.
Sarah Lipkowitz is a Realtor specializing in equestrian,
luxury, and residential sales in Maryland and Palm Beach
County, Florida.
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