
CMS Appropriate Use Criteria Program for Advanced Diagnostic Imaging 
Services (updated May 2020) 

Background 

The Protecting Access to Medicare Act (PAMA) of 2014 established a program to mandate the 
use of appropriate use criteria (AUC) for advanced diagnostic imaging services provided to 
Medicare beneficiaries.  Specifically, ordering professionals will be required to consult with AUC 
through a clinical decision support mechanism (CDSM) prior to ordering an advanced diagnostic 
imaging service (CT, MR, nuclear medicine and PET). Clinical decision support mechanisms are 
the electronic tools through which a clinician consults AUC to determine the level of clinical 
appropriateness for an advanced diagnostic imaging service for a patient’s clinical scenario.   
The furnishing professional will not be paid by Medicare unless the furnishing professional 
documents the ordering professional consulted with AUC.  

Implementation Status 

CMS has chosen to promulgate regulations to implement this program through a multi-year 
process.  Now, the regulatory framework is finalized and CMS has designated 2020 as an 
Education and Operations testing period, meaning that claims will still be paid even if clinical 
decision support mechanism information is not reported on the claim. 

The AUC mandate is set to be fully implemented on January 1, 2021, meaning AUC 
consultations with qualified CDSMs are required to occur along with reporting of consultation 
information on the furnishing professional and furnishing facility claim for the advanced 
diagnostic imaging service.  Claims without this information will not be paid beginning in 2021. 
Note this mandate applies to advanced diagnostic imaging services provided in a physician’s 
office, hospital outpatient department (including the emergency department), an ambulatory 
surgical center or an independent diagnostic testing facility (IDTF) and whose claims are paid 
under the physician fee schedule, hospital outpatient prospect. 

Provider-led Entities and Qualified Clinical Decision Support Mechanisms  

Over the last few years, CMS has focused on determining the requirements for AUC 
development and endorsement by qualified provider-led entities designated by CMS.  A list of 
qualified provider-led entities is available on the CMS website at:   
 
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-
Instruments/Appropriate-Use-Criteria-Program/PLE.  You will note this list includes the 

https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/Appropriate-Use-Criteria-Program/PLE
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/Appropriate-Use-Criteria-Program/PLE


American College of Cardiology and the American College of Radiology.   The appropriate use 
criteria for cardiovascular imaging should largely be the same both the ACC and ACR developed 
criteria. 
 
CMS also provides a list of qualified clinical decision support mechanisms to consult for 
ordering purposes.  This list is available at:   
 
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-
Instruments/Appropriate-Use-Criteria-Program/CDSM 
 
Note that under the AUC program, CMS will collect data on provider ordering practices.  Those 
found to be outliers will eventually be subject to prior authorization for advanced diagnostic 
imaging services.  CMS has not issued further guidance or specifics about this provision.   
 
Resources for Claims Processing 
 
For detailed information on documenting AUC consultation on a claim, the following link 
provides access to CMS Fact Sheets and Medicare Learning Network articles which address 
claims processing.   
 
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-
Instruments/Appropriate-Use-Criteria-Program/OandE.   
 
To view computer generated claims examples based on sites of service, please see the following 
link:  https://www.cms.gov/files/document/se20002.pdf 
 
Also note the following article is especially relevant.   https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-
Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNMattersArticles/Downloads/MM11268.pdf 
 

AUC Implementation Status as of May 2020 

Due to the COVID-19 emergency declaration, the American Medical Association (AMA), in 
which SCMR is represented through the Specialty and Service Society Caucus, and others have 
requested that CMS postpone implementation of the AUC mandate in 2021.  CMS has yet to 
give any indication that it will postpone implementation. SCMR will provide updates on 
program implementation as developments occur. 
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