
 

 
 
 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month is recognized globally every October, serving as a unified international 
health campaign dedicated to expanding public awareness, funding cutting-edge research, and 
advocating for early detection. The official theme for 2026 is “Every Story is Unique, Every Journey 
Matters.” This year's focus drives home the message that breast cancer touches individuals and families 
in deeply personalized ways, requiring a communal landscape of active compassion, dignity, and practical 
workplace support. 
 
Why It Matters: The Realities of the Disease 
Understanding the critical scale of this health initiative is grounded in the latest clinical tracking from the 
American Cancer Society’s 2026 Reports:  

• The Diagnostic Scale: Breast cancer stands as the most frequently diagnosed invasive cancer 
among women nationwide, projected to account for a staggering 32% of all new female cancer 
cases in 2026. 

• The Numbers: In 2026 alone, an estimated 321,910 women and 2,670 men across the U.S. will 
face an invasive breast cancer diagnosis. 

• The Power of Early Screening: When breast cancer is caught early in its localized stage before 
spreading, the 5-year relative survival rate rises above 99%. Regular, timely preventative health 
screenings lower overall mortality rates by 26%. 

• The Survivor Network: Thanks to advancements in therapeutic research and early detection, 
there are currently more than 4 million breast cancer survivors living actively in the United 
States today. 

 
How We Can Support the Cause as an Employer 

• Promote Wellness & Preventive Steps: Encourage all employees to take proactive ownership of 
their health. Utilize health resource portals to review screening guidelines or establish clinical 
routines for preventative exams. 

• Establish a Workplace Matching Campaign throughout October, offering donation-matching to 
support certified foundations, such as the National Breast Cancer Foundation and local patient 
assistance networks. 

 
If you are looking to step out, volunteer, or support regional care networks, multiple community 
actions are taking place across Naples, Fort Myers, and Bonita Springs this season: 
 



• Clubhouse Mammography Link Drive (Naples) 
Take advantage of cutting-edge 3D diagnostic testing without traveling to a remote hospital 
center. Fellowship-trained breast radiologists will provide rapid, 10-minute screenings. 

o When: Wednesday, October 21, 2026, from 1:00 PM – 6:00 PM 
o Where: Riverstone at Naples Clubhouse  

 
• Crystal Connection Luncheon (Naples) 

Organized by the Florida Cancer Specialist Foundation, this philanthropic luncheon raises 
emergency funds to assist local cancer patients with essential personal living expenses during 
their treatment. 

o When: Friday, October 23, 2026 (RSVP required) 
o Where: Arthrex One Naples 

 
• Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk (Naples) 

Join our official office walk team! The American Cancer Society's flagship regional walk brings 
together survivors, caregivers, and corporate teams to raise critical operational funds for cancer 
research. 

o When: Saturday, October 24, 2026, from 7:00 AM – 10:00 AM 
o Where: Paradise Coast Sports Complex 

 
• Strides in Style Fashion Show (Fort Myers) 

Celebrate the strength of survivors and caregivers at this special, free community evening. The 
event features a local fashion show designed to honor those impacted by breast cancer, with 
proceeds supporting local diagnostic support. 

o When: Thursday, October 8, 2026, at 6:00 PM 
o Where: Riverside Community Center  

• Partners Pink Run 5K & 1-Mile Walk (Fort Myers) 
Gather with colleagues for a celebratory 5K run or 1-mile fun walk. This annual event benefits 
Partners for Breast Cancer Care, ensuring that all funds raised stay completely local to assist 
patients and families in our immediate community. 

o When: Saturday, October 10, 2026, at 8:00 AM 
o Where: Bell Tower Shops 

 
• Doc's Breast Cancer Walk 2.0 (Bonita Springs) 

Pack the beach for a high-energy, corporate-friendly charity walk featuring music, food specials, 
and raffles. Every dollar raised directly benefits the Cancer Alliance Network (CAN) to support 
localized family care. 

o When: Saturday, October 24, 2026, at 9:00 AM 
o Where: Doc’s Beach House  

 
 

Let’s unite our efforts and make every unique story matter this October! 
 
 


