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Connecticut Bar Association

News    Events

The CBA-YLS held its Ninth Annual Diversity Award Dinner on 
November 5 at Amarante’s Sea Cliff in New Haven. The award 
was presented to the Honorable Angela C. Robinson, New Ha-
ven Superior Court judge, for her outstanding commitment to 
educating youth from diverse backgrounds about the legal and 
justice systems.

She joins a group of previous award recipients from a broad range 
of racial and ethnic backgrounds who have committed their lives 
to spreading diversity, including Honorable Maureen A. Murphy, 
Matan A. Koch, Honorable Richard A. Robinson, the plaintiffs’ 
counsel from Sheff v. O’Neill, then-State Senator Andrew McDon-
ald, Superior Court Judge Nina Elgo, and Appellate Court Judge 
Lubbie Harper.

Just after her graduation from Yale Law School, at the age of 25, 
Judge Robinson joined the Bridgeport firm of Koskoff Koskoff 
& Bieder PC, where she remained for eight years practicing in 
medical malpractice until her appointment to the Connecticut 
Superior Court in 1998. With this appointment, she made history 
as the youngest person ever to be appointed as a superior court 
judge in the State of Connecticut.

Judge Robinson was introduced by the leaders of the firm at 
which she began her legal career, Michael Koskoff and Richard 
Bieder, who generously donated the entire cost of the evening 
to celebrate their former colleague and her contributions to di-
versity. Of her time at the firm, Michael Koskoff reflected, “She 
handled every single kind of case that you could imagine, and she 
combined the three things that I think make for what would have 
been a great trial lawyer had she decided to stay in that career: 
she had commitment, she had compassion, and she had courage.” 
He emphasized that these traits were also essential as a judge. 
CL

CBA-YLS Hosts Ninth Annual Diversity Award Dinner

Diversity Award winner Judge Angela C. Robinson with members 
of the CBA-YLS.

Annual Bench-Bar Symposium Furthers 
Discussion on the Legal Profession
The 2014 Raising the Bar: A Bench-Bar Symposium on Profes-
sionalism was held on November 7 at Hartford Superior Court. 
Over 200 attended this annual open forum on how the bench 
and bar can work together to elevate the level of profession-
alism in the practice of law. Hosted in collaboration with the 
State of Connecticut Judicial Branch and the Hartford County 
Bar Association, this year’s symposium featured a plenary dis-
cussion on “Maintaining Ethical Standards and Preserving Pro-
fessionalism in a Rapidly Changing Profession” with speakers 

Michael P. Bowler, Statewide Bar Counsel; Patricia King, Chief 
Disciplinary Counsel; and Frederic S. Ury, Ury & Moskow LLC. 
The session was followed by breakout discussions with judges 
and lawyers on topics such as how modern technology is affect-
ing the ability to practice in a professional manner and what 
to do when your opponent is an impaired lawyer (as a result 
of drug or alcohol addiction or cognitive loss). The event came 
to close with an address by keynote speaker Attorney General 
George Jepsen. CL
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Peers and Cheers
Alfred R. Casella, partner at Murtha Cullina LLP 
who practices in estate administration, probate 
litigation, and sophisticated estate planning, has 
been chosen by the Connecticut Legislature’s Fi-
nance, Revenue and Bonding Committee to serve 
on the State Tax Panel. The panel, created for the 
purpose of reviewing and modernizing the over-
all state and local tax structure, is comprised of 
experts in tax law, tax policy, accounting, econom-
ics, and business finance. 

Journey Home, Inc., a non-profit focused on developing sustain-
able solutions to homelessness in the greater Hartford area, 
has named Day Pitney LLP partner David Doot as vice chair-
man of its board of directors. Attorney Doot was chosen for his 
experience solving complex problems through collaboration.

Jennifer M. Egan of Murtha Cullina LLP has 
been promoted to Counsel. Attorney Egan is a 
member of the firm’s Business and Finance De-
partment; her practice represents affordable 
housing clients in obtaining financing through 
various HUD programs and represents hospitals, 

nursing homes, assisted living facilities, and schools in public 
financing and the issuance of tax-exempt bonds.

NewLAWu.s., is pleased to announced that Donna M. Hoff-
man has joined the firm as an attorney within the Commercial 
Litigation and Business Law Groups. Attorney Hoffman has ex-
tensive experience representing business clients in the resolu-
tion and, when necessary, litigation of their disputes.  

Schoonmaker George & Blomberg PC is pleased 
to announce Aidan R. Welsh has been named a 
partner of the firm. She has been with the firm 
since 2006 and practices family and matrimonial 
law. Attorney Welsh currently serves as the trea-
surer of the CBA-YLS Executive Committee and is 
an member of the CBA Family Law Section Execu-
tive Committee and co-chair of the Family Law 
Section’s Membership Outreach Committee. CL

If you have an announcement for the Peers and 
Cheers or CBA News & Events Sections, send 
submissions to editor@ctbar.org.
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Matthew J. Corcoran, of Hamden, passed away 
on December 7, 2014 at the age of 38. He 
earned his law degree from Quinnipiac Uni-
versity, where he developed his love for the 
Town of Hamden and where he managed his 
private law practice. Devoted to his communi-
ty, Attorney Corcoran served on several town 
committees, including the Energy Use and Cli-
mate Change Commission and the Town Cen-

ter Park Commission. Most recently, in March, he was elected 
to the position of Republican Town Committee chairman. His 
passion was to make Hamden a desirable community for all of 
its citizens.  CL

In Memoriam

Harry M. Arters, of Brooklyn, CT, passed away 
on September 8 at the age of 76. As a graduate 
of the University of Connecticut School of Law, 
he went on to become  a prominent attorney 
in the Willimantic, Killingly, and Brooklyn ar-
eas for 44 years, having served as a Windham 
County prosecutor and in private practice for 
the remainder of his career. He was a member 

and a past president of the Danielson Exchange Club and the 
Windham County Bar Association. He was a life member of the 
Danielson Lodge of Elks 1706, and a member of the committee 
that formed the Killingly Brooklyn Midget Football League.  CL
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A Night of Honor and Inspiration
 
Join us for this special celebratory evening where
we will present our annual awards to the stars of
our legal community who shine brightest.
 
Thursday, April 16, 2015
Oakdale Theatre, Wallingford
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The CBA website has a new page—Chan-
nelCBA—which is the central access point 
for our enhanced education resource vid-
eos and provides new on-demand video 
education resources for CBA members. 

CLE On-Demand
The CBA has 
r e i n v e n t e d 
your CLE ex-
perience with 

the recent video production for select 
in-house CLE seminars. This new mem-
ber benefit will provide remote and 
asynchronous access to our education 
programs via webcast. Members will 
be able to purchase an On-Demand CLE 
and watch it through any browser, on 
any platform, wherever and whenever 
is convenient for them. This additional 
dimension for our educational programs 
provides greater value for members who 
may not be able to attend the live event 
and for our volunteer CLE faculty, whose 
work will now have a wider audience.

The seminars have been recorded and 
edited by CBA staff, and include CLE veri-
fication codes that can be entered online, 
which allows the CBA to offer New York 
CLE Credit Certificates and Connecticut 
Letters of Attendance for these programs. 

While our On-Demand CLE offerings will 

If you are interested in appearing on 
BarChat, Contact Suzanne Hard at 
shard@ctbar.org with your ideas.

Case Flash
The Case Flash 
series, pre-
sented by the 
CBA Family 

Law Section, features short, timely videos 
on recent issues in family law. In the fu-
ture, we hope to support other sections 
to produce this type of content.

CBA on YouTube
On the CBA 
Y o u T u b e 
channel, you 
can find addi-

tional content, such as how-to videos for 
the CBA website, CBA section education 
programs (including the recent “ADR in 
Sports” panel discussion presented by 
the Sports and Entertainment Law Sec-
tion), and recordings of past CBA events, 
such as Law Day. 

Visit www.ctbar.org/ChannelCBA to find 
out more about these new resources to-
day!

grow over time, the first available pro-
grams include:

• Depositions 101, featuring Amanda 
E. Gordon, Cullen Guilmartin, Kelly E. 
Reardon, and Jonathan M. Shapiro

• Family Law Practice Essentials, featur-
ing the Honorable Gerard I. Adelman, 
Barry F. Armata, Steven R. Dembo, 
Kristi A. Hanney, Ross Kaufman, Keen-
an M. McMahon, Aidan R. Welsh, and 
Sharon Wicks Dornfeld

BarChat  
BarChat is a 
brand new el-
ement of our 
enhanced vid-

eo education content for our members. 
In this series, Executive Director Doug 
Brown interviews top practitioners and 
business professionals on law practice 
management, career advice, and current 
events involving our members. The first 
BarChat featured CBA members Kevin 
N. Reynold of Reynolds Strategy Group 
and Michael D. Goldfarb of Murtha Culina 
LLP on “How Connecticut Bar Associa-
tion Member Attorneys Helped to Ensure 
a Fair and Open Election Process in the 
2014 Elections.” Upcoming editions focus 
on time techniques, managing e-mail, and 
hiring strategies. 

Now Broadcasting


