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Fall 2012 has been a busy one for the YLD. In August, we hosted our annual blood drive in both Chicago 

and Edwardsville. The drive was a huge success in both locations, generating over 50 donations and saving 
over 120 lives! I am so proud of the work the YLD put into this year’s drive and very grateful to everyone who 
took the time out of their day to donate to such a wonderful cause. Special thanks go to Swanson, Martin & 
Bell, LLP and Hepler Broom LLC for hosting the drives at their offices. We also held our school supply drive 
in August, collecting loads of school supplies for children in need. Once again, the IDC has shown its 
willingness to give from the heart, and I know that all of the children receiving our donations are very grateful. 

The YLD also recently co-sponsored a CLE event with the Tort Law Committee, which took place at the 
offices of Seyfarth Shaw. Representatives from ESI made two intriguing presentations on the basics of 
investigating falls and expert analysis gone awry. We then enjoyed socializing with our fellow Tort Law 
Committee members at the happy hour following the CLE. Events such as this are a great way to get to know 
others involved in the IDC!  

We are always looking for new ideas for CLE presentations, so please email me if you or someone you 
know has a new and exciting topic that they would like to present.  

The YLD is currently in the midst of our large firm outreach program. Since September, YLD members 
and I have been visiting some of the larger law firms in Chicago, which are already active in the IDC, 
recruiting additional YLD membership. It has been a great experience meeting so many new young lawyers, 
answering their questions about the IDC, and explaining how a YLD membership is invaluable in furthering 
their career goals. If you think that your office would benefit from such a visit such, please let me know and I 
will be glad to set one up. Our YLD membership has continued to grow because of these visits and I look 
forward to working with all of our new members on exciting new projects in 2013. 

Finally, the holiday season is fast approaching, which means the YLD is gearing up for our Wine Wall at 
this year’s holiday party! I think everyone who participated last year will agree that it was an amazing 
fundraiser and so much fun to see which bottle each lucky winner chose. For those of you who are new to the 
Wine Wall experience, here’s how it works: the IDC Board members each donate a nice bottle of wine, 
typically worth $30 or more. All wines are wrapped and disguised from the holiday party attendees. Raffle 
tickets are sold at the door. If your name is drawn, you get the bottle of your choice, but no peeking! Please 
watch for details coming soon on this year’s party and Wine Wall. All proceeds will be donated to the National 
Foundation for Judicial Excellence, sponsored by the DRI. The purpose of the NFJE is to provide educational 
programs to Judges and other tools that enable them to perform at their highest level. As usual, this year’s 
holiday party promises to be a jolly good time — hope to see you all there! 
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litigation. Ms. Ferguson graduated from Saint Louis University School of Law in 2008 where she was awarded the Academic 
Excellence award in Antitrust Law. Ms. Ferguson graduated with a B.S. from Southern Illinois University at Carbondale in 2001. She 
is a member of the Illinois State Bar Association, Missouri Bar Association and the Illinois Association of Defense Trial Counsel.  
 

 
About the IDC 

 
The Illinois Association Defense Trial Counsel (IDC) is the premier association of attorneys in Illinois who devote a substantial 
portion their practice to the representation of business, corporate, insurance, professional and other individual defendants in civil 
litigation. 
For more information on the IDC, visit us on the web at www.iadtc.org. 
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