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Illinois Announces E-Filing in 
Civil Cases Starting January 1, 2013 

 
On October 24, 2012, the Illinois Supreme Court announced new statewide standards and new 

and amended supreme court rules that will allow all courts in Illinois to begin the electronic filing of 
court documents in civil cases. Joseph Tybor, Chief Justice Thomas L. Kilbride Announces New 
Statewide Standards for E-Filing in Illinois Trial Courts, October 24, 2012, available at: http:// 
www.state.il.us/court/media/PressRel/2012/102412.pdf (hereinafter Kilbride). 

To this point, only Cook, DuPage, Madison, St. Clair, and Will counties had systems in place to 
accommodate electronic filing, and only then as part of a pilot project and on a limited basis. Id. For 
instance, in Cook County, e-filing was limited to commercial litigation cases. Ending the e-filing pilot 
stage will allow all circuit court clerks to move to permanent and on-going procedures, if they choose. 
Id.  

The new standards and rules will apply only to civil cases and do not take effect until January 1, 
2013, which will allow circuit court clerks, chief judges, judges, and attorneys sufficient time to adjust 
operations and automated systems. Id. In line with the new Supreme Court Rule 138 and amended 
Supreme Court Rule 201, the new principles and standards place an emphasis on protecting sensitive, 
personal information. Id. Certain information, including Social Security numbers, birth dates, 
mother’s maiden names, driver’s license numbers, financial account numbers, and debit and credit 
card numbers will be barred from documents or exhibits filed with the court, whether in paper or 
electronic filing. Id.  

Chief Justice Kilbride has admitted that Illinois is behind on using e-business and e-filing in the 
courts. Id. “These uniform, statewide standards allow e-filing in our courts; it is no longer part of a 
wish list. Circuit courts may now use e-filing’s greater efficiencies and long-range cost savings in 
addition to offering a modern way of doing things.” Id. Combined with the recently amended Supreme 
Court Rule 11, which will allow service of documents via email starting January 1, 2013, it appears 
the supreme court’s commitment to e-business is beginning to catch up with the rest of the country. 

There are many jurisdictions around the nation that use e-filing and other e-technology, including 
the federal courts’ PACER system. Id. Yet, each jurisdiction confronts its own unique set of 
challenges in implementing e-solutions. Id. Comprised of 102 counties, 23 circuit court jurisdictions, 
and five appellate districts, the State of Illinois is no exception. Id. Currently, there are 12 different 
circuit court management software systems operating in the various court jurisdictions. Id. The new 
statewide standards seek to integrate these management systems. Implementation will require 
cooperation between various entities within counties, including software vendors. Mobile, Alabama-
based On-Line Information Services provided software for the Cook County pilot program. Adrienne 
Lu, Electronic Filing Lags in Cook County Court Cases, Chicago News Cooperative (February 21, 
2012), http://www.chicagonewscoop.org/electronic-filing-lags-in-cook-county-court-cases/. 
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It is unclear at this point how or if the supreme court or the Special E-Business Committee will 
help facilitate this transition. For its part, the Special E-Business Committee has been working to bring 
this project to fruition since June 2011. Kilbride. In a statement, committee chair and Chicago 
personal injury attorney Bruce Pfaff extolled the virtues of the new system and credited Justice 
Kilbride for moving this project to completion. Id.  

Significantly, the e-filing standards do not preclude an e-filing vendor from charging fees for 
electronic filing, but no additional fee may be charged by the clerk of the circuit court and no vendor 
fee may be shared with the clerk. Id.  

The Illinois Supreme Court has published “Electronic Filing Standards and Principles” available 
on the Illinois Courts’ website. Available at http://www.state.il.us/ court/SupremeCourt/Policies/ 
Pdf/Electronic_Filing_Standards.pdf. It provides a handy guide to practitioners, including potential 
pitfalls. For instance, while counties are free to adopt their own systems, each must include a link to a 
converter utility that will allow users to convert documents to portable document format. Id.  

Prior to filing electronically, users must register with the clerk of the court or the court’s 
authorized e-filing provider. Id. A filing received by the clerk before midnight on a day the courthouse 
is open will be deemed filed that day. Id. In the event a document is filed on a date the courthouse is 
not open for business, the document will be deemed filed the next business day. Id. Any e-filing 
system adopted must also provide the clerk access to electronically review all documents for 
compliance with local rules to determine whether to accept or reject same. Id. Each e-filing system 
must also transmit a message to registered users that the clerk’s office has accepted or rejected the 
electronically transmitted document for filing. Id. In the event of a rejection, practitioners should also 
expect an electronic message containing a reason for rejection. Id.  

Documents must be submitted in PDF format, though courts may adopt local rules that allow 
additional formats. Id. When possible, documents should be converted to PDF directly from the 
program creating the document (e.g. a Microsoft Word user should use the “save as PDF” feature). Id. 
Unlike the supreme court’s pilot system, a document may also be scanned from a hard copy to PDF. 
Id. Practitioners should strive to ensure that the document is text searchable. Id. 

Unless otherwise required by local rule or order, documents created using word processing 
programs should be formatted as follows: “(a) 12-point font; (b) 8½ x 11 inch pages; (c) 1-inch 
margins; and (d) the top right 2 x 2 inches should be left blank to accommodate the clerk’s stamp.” Id. 
Importantly, practitioners should file each document individually, as bulk filings of multiple cases or 
multiple documents will be rejected. Id. Further, practitioners electronically filing evidentiary 
materials must attach an index listing each item of evidence. Id.  

Documents in confidential, impounded, or sealed cases must be submitted in hard copy to the 
clerk’s office for filing. Id.  

Information for this process will become available at a later date, once each county has chosen an 
e-filing services provider and implemented its system. Of course, providing an e-filing program is still 
optional for circuit courts and it remains to be seen how many circuits will take advantage of this 
opportunity. It also remains to be seen how long interested circuits will take to implement such a 
program.   
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The Illinois Association Defense Trial Counsel (IDC) is the premier association of attorneys in Illinois who devote a substantial 
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