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A new generation of labor priests
By BRIAN ROEWE

On July 23, housekeepers
and other workers at Hyatt
Hotels began a global boycott
of the hotel chain. Citing
unjust hiring practices, unfair
wages and unsafe working
conditions, the workers have
marched, picketed and peti-
tioned organizers and travel-
ers to join them. At many of
these demonstrations, stand-
ing by the workers’ sides were
Catholic priests. 

In Washington, it was Fr.
Clete Kiley, director of immi-
gration policy at UNITE
HERE, the union represent-
ing Hyatt workers. In Balti-
more, it was Fr. Ty Hullinger
and Fr. Patrick Besel.

The priests aligned with
the Hyatt workers and other
industry workers represent a
new generation of labor
priests — pastors who preach
not only for a just working
environment for their parish-
ioners, but stand beside them
in their struggle. 

“I cannot be preaching
about God if I am not helping
my brothers and sisters, and
be in solidarity with them,”
said Fr. Ernesto Jaramillo,
pastor of Our Lady of Grace
Church in Encino, Calif., and
one of the labor priests who
attended a May meeting in
Chicago. 

Continued on Page 10

Above: UNITE HERE
workers protest outside
of the Park Hyatt Hotel
in downtown Chicago in
2009. 

Right: Fr. Ty Hullinger
(left) listens to fellow
priests May 22 during
the first Priest Laborer
Social Justice
Continuing Formation
meeting in Chicago. 

By JOHN L. ALLEN JR.

In what may be among the
most challenging voyages of
his papacy, Benedict XVI is
scheduled to visit Lebanon
Sept. 14-16, against the back-
drop of a bloody insurrection
in neighboring Syria and deep
tensions in Muslim/Christian
relations in various parts of
the world.

Vatican officials have

repeatedly said that security
concerns will not derail the
trip, but even if the pope can
be kept safe, nobody’s disput-
ing that it will be both a
diplomatic and an interfaith
high-wire act.

Assuming it goes ahead,
the trip will mark Benedict’s
first visit to the Middle East
since the Arab Spring, and
his fourth overall to the region

Continued on Page 13

By JOSHUA J. McELWEE

The U.S. bishops’ committee tasked
with enforcing church doctrine adopt-
ed new procedures for investigating
theologians a year ago, apparently
unbeknownst to the theologians
whose teachings and writings would
be subject to the protocols.

The procedures seem to indicate that
the committee is eschewing dialogue

with theologians when concerns over
their adherence to church doctrine are
reported, instead preferring a private
in-house review process.

The procedures, dated Aug. 19, 2011,
would have been formulated and
approved at a time when the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops and its
Committee on Doctrine were being
questioned about their treatment of St.
Joseph Sr. Elizabeth Johnson, a the-

ologian whose work the committee
sharply criticized in March 2011.

The two primary U.S. theological
membership societies faulted the bish-
ops for not following in the Johnson
case a set of procedures promulgated
in 1989 for dealing with doctrinal ques-
tions. Those procedures were the
result of deliberations between a group
of bishops and theologians, and were

Continued on Page 8 

Bishops quietly adopt protocols for investigations

A papal high-wire act
in Lebanon

—EPA/Kamil Krzaczynski

—NCR photo/Brian Roewe

—CNS/Reuters/Jamal Saidi

People gather outside Our Lady of Lebanon chapel
in the village of Harissa near Beirut Aug. 18.
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approved by the full body of U.S. bish-
ops and endorsed by the Vatican.

The existence of new procedures
came to light this summer in two aca-
demic articles by noted canon lawyer
Fr. James Coriden. In the latest issue
of the theological journal Concilium,
Coriden writes that he had received a
copy of the protocols from the U.S.
bishops’ doctrine committee, but their
existence came as a surprise to sever-
al prominent theologians NCR called
for comment in mid-August.

The protocols state that while the-
ologians being investigated by the
committee “may be invited to respond
to the Committee’s observations in
writing,” the committee “reserves the
right” to publish criticism without
consultation “if it judges that inter-
vention is needed for the pastoral
guidance of the Catholic faithful.”

Terrence Tilley, head of the theolo-
gy department at Fordham Universi-
ty, said he was unaware of the new
procedures. After reviewing a copy
provided by NCR, Tilley said he won-
dered why they do not make reference
to protections found in canon law for
those under investigation to defend
themselves in a “competent ecclesias-
tical forum.”

“The process on the whole permits
the committee to take appropriate
actions,” he said, “but the process
does not permit theologians whose
works are examined to respond in a
timely manner in a way that Canon
221 seems to require.”

The procedures approved in 1989,
titled “Doctrinal Responsibilities,”
specify that theologians who come
into question by bishops should be
engaged in dialogue in order to clarify
their writings’ data, meaning and
relationship with Catholic tradition
while identifying the implications for
the life of the church.

The process contained in “Doctrinal
Responsibilities” had an “explicit pre-
supposition of sound doctrine, which
holds unless it is refuted by contrary
evidence,” Coriden wrote in his Con-
cilium article.

The lack of consultation with the-
ologians in question under the new
2011 protocols means that there is “an
assumption that the author is either
ambiguous, in error, or both,” wrote
Coriden, who serves on the faculty of
the Washington Theological Union.

Susan Ross, president of the
Catholic Theological Society of Amer-
ica and a co-editor of the issue of Con-
cilium in which Coriden’s article
appears, also drew a similar distinc-
tion between the two sets of proce-
dures.

While the 1989 protocols ensure
“there is a process of dialogue as soon
as a question is raised” about a the-
ologian, Ross said, in the 2011 proto-
cols “theologians have no clue that the
process is ongoing.”

Ross also said she and the society’s
leadership are planning to suggest to
the bishops’ doctrine committee that
they “take another look” at the 1989
procedures and see if they can be used
“beyond the narrow circumstances of
which [they’ve] been interpreted to
apply.”

A full version of the 2011 protocols
appears following an article by Cori-
den in the book When the Magisterium
Intervenes: The Magisterium and The-

ologians in Today’s Church, published
this summer.

Mercy Sr. Mary Ann Walsh, direc-
tor of media relations for the U.S. bish-
ops’ conference, said Aug. 17 that the
version of the protocols printed in the
book “certainly appears to be” the
same as the one in use by the doctrinal
committee.

Walsh said the full committee
approved the protocols, as an “inter-
nal document, developed for internal
use.”

“The issues don’t come up very
often,” she said.

Walsh also said that the protocols
came about because the committee’s
members were “looking at ways to
deal with problems as they arise” and
that they are “not incompatible” with
the 1989 document.

“ ‘Doctrinal Responsibilities’ was
written for basically bishops and the-
ologians,” Walsh said. “This state-
ment is more guidance for the com-
mittee.”

The version of the protocols printed
in When the Magisterium Intervenes
outlines three stages of response for
when the doctrinal committee is
requested to look into a theologian or
his or her works.

Such requests, it specifies, could
come from an individual bishop,
another U.S. bishops’ committee, or
from a member of the doctrine com-
mittee, which is composed of nine
bishops and is currently chaired by
Washington Cardinal Donald Wuerl.

The process for investigation of a
theologian, according to the protocols,
begins with a review of the works in
question by the executive director of
the bishops’ Secretariat for Doctrine,
currently Capuchin Fr. Thomas

Weinandy.
After Weinandy submits a report to

the chairman of the doctrine commit-
tee, the protocols mandate that the full
committee is to then make a determi-
nation if further review is warranted.
If so, the letter says that Weinandy, in
consultation with Wuerl, is to select
“two or more experts” who will make
another evaluation, addressing,
among other things:

� The “positive aspects of the the-
ologian’s work”;

� “Areas where differences of opin-
ion may legitimately exist”;

� Places where the writing “departs
from the Church’s teaching on faith

and morals … through error and/or
ambiguity.”

Following the expert review, the let-
ter mandates that the full doctrine
committee determine whether to pur-
sue further action. Such action, it
states, could include referral to the
theologian’s diocesan bishop, to the
Vatican’s Congregation for the Doc-
trine of the Faith, or to another U.S.
bishops’ committee.

The doctrine committee itself, the
protocols state, may also take a num-
ber of its own actions. Among those
possible actions:

� Engaging the author in “construc-
tive dialogue resulting in the publica-
tion of required clarifications and/or
corrections”;

� Encouraging other scholars to
publish a critique of the theologian’s
work;

� Authorizing publication of a cri-
tique in the name of the committee’s
executive director, with the approval
of the U.S. bishops’ general secretary;

� Publishing a critique in the name
of the committee’s chairman, with the
authorization of the bishops’ confer-
ence president;

� Publishing a critique in the name
of the full committee.

“Because publication of a statement
by a USCCB committee is an extraor-
dinary action,” the protocols state,
“authorization by the Administrative
Committee is needed for its publica-
tion.” The U.S bishops’ administrative
committee is made up of 36 bishops
who direct the work of the bishops’
conference between its plenary ses-
sions.

The 2011 protocol states that “if cir-
cumstances appear to require more
immediate action,” a committee state-
ment can be published with the autho-
rization of the bishops’ executive com-
mittee, or even with the sole autho-
rization of its president. The bishops’
executive committee is composed of
conference president, vice president,
treasurer, secretary and one member
of the administrative committee.

[Joshua J. McElwee is an NCR staff writer.

His email address is

jmcelwee@ncronline.org.]

PROTOCOLS: ‘FOR
INTERNAL USE’

—Jan Jans

—CNS/Nancy Phelan Wiechec

Washington Cardinal Donald W. Wuerl speaks Nov. 14, 2011, on the floor of the
annual meeting of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops in Baltimore.

Fr. James Coriden
speaks during the
2011 meeting of the
Catholic
Theological Society
of America.
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By JOHN L. ALLEN JR.

BEIRUT . Some papal trips are impor-
tant for their substance, while oth-
ers matter more for their symbol-
ism. Pope Benedict XVI’s Sept. 14-16
outing to Lebanon fell into that sec-
ond category, showing the world a
different face of the Middle East in a
moment of mounting violence and
deep doubts about the future of the
Arab Spring.

As Lebanon’s Daily Star put it, the
trip came off as a “symbol of toler-
ance” in a region whose profile is
more often that of fundamentalism,
terrorism and sectarian strife.

Benedict arrived on the very day
that the recent bout of anti-Ameri-
can and anti-Western violence

reached its peak, and while a bloody
civil war in neighboring Syria con-
tinued to rage — neither of which
were on the horizon when plans for
the trip were originally crafted.

In that context, the focus shifted.
Originally, the trip seemed calculat-
ed to deliver a shot in the arm to the
Christian minority of the Middle
East, in decline and full of anxiety
about its future. As events unfolded,
however, both the pope and his
Lebanese hosts seemed determined
to use the outing to accomplish
something more pressing — to illus-
trate that the Middle East is not
exclusively defined by radicalism
and the “clash of civilizations.” 

Benedict repeatedly pointed to
Continued on Page 14

By JERRY FILTEAU

BOSTON . At a two-day conference in
Boston, its birthplace, Voice of the
Faithful marked 10 years of battling
sexual abuse of minors by Catholic
clergy and seeking to change church
structures that permitted and at
times facilitated it. But the 450 con-
ference participants spent most of
Sept. 14-15 exploring how to continue
and expand that struggle over the
next decade and beyond.

When Voice of the Faithful was
founded at the peak of the U.S. scan-
dal of clergy sexual abuse of minors
in 2002, “you spoke a prophetic voice.
Never forget, your voice rose up from
your faith, from your love for the
church,” said Fr. Donald Cozzens,
writer in residence at John Carroll
University in Cleveland. 

“When others lost their nerve and
their voice, you didn’t lose your nerve
or your voice,” he said. “I salute your
courage to come together 10 years
ago, to speak your truth to power
then, throughout the last decade,
now, and into the future. Speaking
the truth to power is never easy.”

Cozzens, the award-winning author
of The Changing Face of the Priest-
hood and other widely acclaimed
books on priesthood in the U.S. today,
said that by faith he meant not only
“belief in Jesus Christ and his teach-
ing and his church but also … trust.”

“You are the voice of the trusting,”
he said. “You trust that God’s Spirit

Continued on Page 10
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In Kansas City, Mo., Sept. 16, the National Survivor Advocates Coalition calls for Bishop Robert Finn to resign.

By JOSHUA J. McELWEE

KANSAS CITY, MO. . Bishop Robert W.
Finn of Kansas City-St.
Joseph, Mo., was found guilty
Sept. 6 in a county criminal
court for failing to report sus-
pected child abuse, becoming
the first Catholic bishop to be
convicted in a U.S. court of
shielding a priest who was a
threat to children.

Finn’s conviction has

raised questions across the
country about the procedures
adopted by the U.S. church
over the past decade to pro-
tect minors, and the 16-month
investigation and legal pro-
ceedings have left local
Catholics stunned (see related
story, Page 8).

The crime, a misdemeanor
in Missouri, could have cost
Finn a year in jail and a $1,000

Continued on Page 8

—CNS/Paul Haring

People wait along a parade route for Pope
Benedict XVI’s arrival at the Baabda
Presidential Palace southeast of Beirut
Sept. 15.

Pope lifts up the other face of 
the Middle East in Lebanon
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fine. But after a brief non-jury
trial, Jackson County, Mo.,
Circuit Court Judge John Tor-
rence gave the bishop a two-
year suspended sentence of
probation with nine condi-
tions, including mandating
direct reporting of future sus-
picions of child abuse to prose-
cutors.

Finn’s conviction stems
from the case of Fr. Shawn
Ratigan, a diocesan priest who
in August pleaded guilty in fed-
eral court to charges of produc-
tion and possession of child
pornography. 

While Finn has acknowl-
edged he knew as early as
December 2010 that lewd pho-
tographs of young girls had
been found on Ratigan’s com-
puter, he has admitted that nei-
ther he nor the diocese report-
ed the photographs to authori-
ties until May 2011. 

Ratigan was arrested on
child pornography charges
three days after the diocese
reported the priest to local
authorities.

Al Notzon III, the U.S. bish-
ops’ key adviser on the issue of
clergy sex abuse and child pro-
tection, told NCR Sept. 10 that
Finn’s conviction indicates
that “clearly there is a prob-
lem” with how the U.S.
church’s procedures to protect
children are being used.

Central to that problem is
the question of accountability
for bishops who do not comply
with the norms and conditions
the body of bishops agreed to
10 years ago, said Notzon,
chairman of the bishops’
National Review Board for
clergy sex abuse.

Those procedures are spelled
out in the U.S. bishops’ Charter
for the Protection of Children
and Young People.

One of Notzon’s predecessors
on the review board, Ohio fed-
eral district court Magistrate
Judge Michael Merz, called the
Finn case “a serious embar-
rassment to the church.”

“How can you continue to
preach that the charter is effec-
tive if, in fact, these types of
things continue to happen?”
Merz asked.

Calls for Finn’s resignation
have come locally and nation-
ally.

“The courts have acted and

now must the church,” said
Kristine Ward, chair of the
National Survivor Advocates
Coalition. “The moral issue of
a criminally convicted bishop
who sits as chief teacher in the
diocese must be confronted
head-on.”

“A criminally convicted
bishop cannot lead. Bishop
Finn should resign or be
removed,” said Ward, who was
in Kansas City Sept. 16.

Bishop R. Daniel Conlon,
who heads the U.S. bishops’

Committee for the Protection
of Children and Young People,
told NCR Sept. 11 that, follow-
ing Finn’s conviction, bishops
throughout the country have to
recognize they are accountable
to their own people for their
actions to protect children.

“We’ve got a long, long way to
go,” said Conlon, who heads the
Joliet, Ill., diocese. “But I think
that diligent application of the
charter is essential. That doesn’t
mean that there’s going to be 100
percent perfection because
we’re still human beings. 

“And we have 190 dioceses in
the United States. I can’t help the
fact that if there is a flaw in one
place, that it’s counted against
all of us. I can’t help that.”

The bishops’ charter requires
dioceses to establish local boards
to review allegations of sexual
abuse by clergy. Finn has also
acknowledged that he neglected
to notify his review board of alle-
gations against Ratigan. 

The then-head of Finn’s
diocesan review board told
NCR in May 2011 that he had
not been aware of issues sur-
rounding Ratigan until reading
about the priest in the local
newspaper after his arrest on
child pornography charges.

When asked if Finn’s failure
to notify his review board sig-

nified larger problems with the
bishops’ charter, Notzon
replied: “The charter requires
something. If the charter then
is not being met, clearly there
is a problem. And it has to be
addressed.”

A failure to notify the dioce-
san review board was also
noted in the Philadelphia arch-
diocese, where in July, Msgr.
William Lynn was found guilty
of child endangerment during
his time as secretary for clergy
from 1992 to 2004. 

In his interview, Notzon also
pointed to a report he prepared
for the bishops for their annual
meeting in Atlanta in June, in
which he raised the question of
accountability for bishops who
do not follow the charter’s
mandates.

“The question of the conse-
quences for those who do not
follow the Charter is still unan-
swered,” Notzon wrote in his
formal report to the bishops.
“The National Review Board
asks each bishop to continue to
take seriously the harm done
to the Church and the faithful
when these requirements are
not met.”

Notzon also said in his inter-
view that he planned to bring
up the Finn case with the full
National Review Board. Fol-
lowing its discussions, Notzon
said, he expects the board to
make recommendations to the
U.S. bishops.

The county prosecutor who
brought the case against Finn
said the conviction signals an
even playing field for all
involved in abuse cases.

“Let the world know that no
matter who you are, you can be
held to the same standards as
everybody else,” Jackson
County prosecutor Jean Peters
Baker said.

On Aug. 2, Ratigan pleaded
guilty to five of 13 federal
counts of producing and
attempting to produce sexually

KANSAS CITY, MO. . Bishop Robert Finn’s conviction and the
ordeal that led up to it have left many Catholics in the
Kansas City-St. Joseph diocese dismayed and ques-
tioning the future.

A lack of donations, the diocese’s second in com-
mand told NCR, may force the diocese to scale back
ministries. Another high-ranking official said donations
have already fallen off. And more than a few in the
pews are calling for the bishop’s resignation. 

Finn seemingly has no intention of stepping down. In
an email sent to the priests of the diocese the day after
his Sept. 6 conviction, the bishop wrote: “I pray that
God allows me the privilege of continuing to serve as
Bishop here for many more years.”

And the bishop does have his supporters. “The courts
found him guilty of a misdemeanor, which I understand
is not that serious of an offense,” Bill Fitzgibbons said as
he stood on the steps of the diocese’s cathedral Sept.
16, countering a demonstration calling for the bishop to
quit. To ask the bishop to resign over a misdemeanor
“seems a bit unusual to me,” he said.

The strain of the criminal proceedings, however,
seems to have touched the very height of diocesan
authority. In a Sept. 16 letter to the cathedral’s parish
community, the diocese’s vicar general indicated he
was unsure of what to say about Finn’s verdict and is
afraid anything he says might “aggravate the wounds

of the Body of Christ.”
“The chaotic smoke of our

circumstances does not permit
most of us to even make some
rudimentary sense of it all,”
wrote Msgr. Bradley Offutt,
who also serves as the rector of
the cathedral. “Well, at least I
cannot make sense of it. Maybe
I never will.”

In an NCR interview Sept. 17,
Offutt said the bishop’s crimi-
nal case has hampered the dio-
cese’s fundraising efforts.
While Offutt stressed that the
money for the criminal cases

against Finn and the diocese — estimated by the dioce-
san newspaper in September to total $1.39 million —
did not come from the diocese’s operating funds, he
said those funds have seen a decrease in donations
because of the bad publicity.

“The ability to raise money for the operating budget
is significantly affected by all this stuff,” Offutt said. “In
the chancery, I think that’s a thought in the back of peo-
ple’s minds — what’s the future going to look like? Is the
diocese going to be able to sustain its apostolates?
There’s a little bit of uncertainty.”

Michael Halterman, chief executive officer of Catholic
Charities in the diocese, told the St. Louis Post-Dispatch
that fundraising has taken a hit. “Some donors said they
wouldn’t give to us because of [the legal] issues,” he
said. “There’s no doubt we’ve felt it, and the bishop
knows that. I’ve told him.”

Offutt said he would not comment on whether or not
the bishop should resign. Any comment he made
“would only be divisive,” he said. “I want the best for the
diocese. Frankly, I want the best for the bishop.
Because the bishop is a nice man. He’s a decent man.
Beyond that, I don’t know what to say.”

In mid-October, Finn is expected to address the
priests of the diocese in person for the first time since
his conviction during an annual priest retreat.
According to the retreat’s schedule, the bishop is to
have an hour and a half conversation with them on
the retreat’s final day.

Local Catholics were stunned to learn that the
evening of his conviction Finn led a confirmation class.

“Parents need to question whether they want their
children confirmed by Finn while this is going on,” Sarah
Jurcyk, of St. Francis Xavier Parish in Kansas City, told
NCR Sept. 16.

The Vatican’s Congregation for Bishops and the
Apostolic Nunciature to the United States, the two
authorities who advise the pope on U.S. bishops’
appointments, did not respond to NCR requests for
comment on the matter in early September.

—Joshua J. McElwee

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS LEAVE DIOCESE STUNNED, DISMAYED

CHARTER: ‘WE’VE GOT A LONG, LONG WAY TO GO’

—NCR photos/Jaratsri Piewklieng

National Survivor Advocates Coalition coordinators Annette
Hodges of Sedelia, Mo., and Stephen Sheehan of Boston walk to
the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Kansas City, Mo.,
Sept 16.

Kristine Ward

Bill Fitzgibbons
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By JERRY FILTEAU

WASHINGTON . John Carr — arguably the most important
spokesman for Catholic social teaching in the U.S. to-
day — retired Aug. 31 as director of the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops’ Department of Justice,
Peace and Human Development.

Carr has guided the past two generations of Ameri-
can bishops through the intricacies of connecting
Catholic social and moral teaching with U.S. public
policy.

The Washington Post Sept. 1 called Carr “the most
important policy adviser to the country’s Catholic
bishops, their Karl Rove on everything from health
care to clergy sex abuse,” in the past 25 years.

One of Carr’s favorite rhetorical (and practical)
paradigms is the thoroughly Catholic “and.” The
church’s social teaching, he would regularly say,
backs the right to life of unborn children and their
rights after birth; workers’ rights and responsibili-
ties; employers’ rights and responsibilities. For Carr,
Catholic teaching on human rights and correlative
responsibilities is an almost endless list of responsi-
ble human relationships in society.

Carr told NCR in an interview just before his retire-
ment that he considered it “a privilege” to have
worked for the bishops and regarded his interaction
with them as an opportunity to help them align their
public policy decisions with Catholic social teaching
taken in its entirety.

For the fall semester Carr will hold a fellowship at
the Institute of Politics at Harvard University in
Boston. After that, he will head a new Center on
Catholic Social Teaching and Public Engagement
that he is in the process of forming at The Catholic
University of America in Washington. The center
aims to encourage younger Catholic lay men and
women to engage in public life within the framework
of Catholic social teaching.

He said that today, especially because of the “enor-
mous impact” of Pope John Paul II, “Catholic social
teaching is at the center of the church’s life.”

“It’s not the church I grew up in,” he said. Today,
“the church’s social mission is not fringe, it’s central
— it’s not optional.”

A Minnesota native, Carr’s first job after graduat-
ing from the College (now University) of St. Thomas
in St. Paul with a degree in sociology was program
coordinator of the Twin City Area Urban Corps in
1972. At the same time, a former high school and col-
lege seminarian, he worked for the St. Paul-Min-
neapolis archdiocese as legislative coordinator for its
Urban Affairs Commission.

He moved to Washington in 1975 to serve as the U.S.
bishops’ coordinator for urban issues. 

From 1977 to 1981 he moved back into the public
social justice sector, first as executive director of the
National Committee for Full Employment, a coalition
of more than 85 national religious, civil rights, labor
and other organizations, and then (1979-81) as execu-

tive director of President Jimmy Carter’s White
House Conference on Families.

As Washington archdiocesan secretary for social
concerns, 1981-87, Carr was Cardinal James A. Hick-
ey’s chief advisor and decision-maker on archdioce-
san social justice, pro-life and human service pro-
grams and activities. He led a major overhaul of the
archdiocese’s Catholic Charities operations, decen-
tralizing services and giving new emphasis to part-
nerships with parishes.

Next Carr rejoined the bishops’ conference as sec-
retary of its Department of Social Justice and World
Peace — a job whose title changed and responsibili-
ties expanded in 2007, to executive director of the
Department of Justice, Peace and Human Develop-
ment. 

The main difference is that since 2007 Carr has had
responsibility not only for coordinating the U.S. bish-
ops’ positions on domestic and international public
policy, but also for overseeing policies and grant-
making of the Catholic Campaign for Human Devel-
opment.

Under his supervision the Catholic Campaign for
Human Development has undergone a major renew-
al of its policies and grant-making procedures, which
had been a target of conservative attacks for alleged
failures to filter out from grants any organization
even indirectly partnered with other organizations
that opposed Catholic teaching on public policy issues
such as gay marriage and artificial contraception.

In his NCR interview Carr challenged perceptions
about the U.S. bishops both past and today.

In the 1970s and ’80s, he said, “the charge was they
cared about social justice and they didn’t care about
human life enough — and that was wrong, it was
unfair. And I think the charge today that they only
care about human life or only care about religious
freedom is wrong and unfair.”

“We have had enormous support [from the entire
bishops’ conference] for our efforts, across the spec-
trum” of social justice issues, he said.

“But if we have a deficit — and it’s a deficit for the
whole church, not just the bishops, and I want you to
be careful with this — it’s a passion deficit, it’s a vis-
ibility deficit. It’s not a principles deficit. It’s how do
we lift up what we’re doing every day.

“One of the reasons I leave [the bishops’ confer-
ence] with a clear conscience is we have wonderful
people here who will continue this work in exem-
plary fashion — and it would be unfair to say the con-
ference isn’t going to continue to be a leader on
defending the poor and working for peace.”

Asked about his greatest satisfactions in his work
for the bishops, Carr said that it “is that when the
nation discusses whether to go to war, they use the
categories of Catholic teaching, just cause, rightful
authority.”

Ten years ago, in the runup to the invasion of Iraq,
he said, “the bishops shaped the debate. The sadness
is they didn’t share the judgment” of the final decision.

“Imagine if the president and Congress had taken
the advice of the bishops and the pope on the Iraq War
— how much better we would be, how many lives lost,
how many dollars spent. The church in Iraq is maybe
among the most vulnerable churches in the world.”

Carr said today’s programs on Catholic social
teachings in Catholic high schools and colleges are
“much broader, much stronger” than in past years,
but “not nearly what it needs to be.”

“The teaching is stronger than ever,” he said, “but
our efforts to share it don’t match the strength of the
teaching, so you have a generation of laypeople who
only have a vague sense of what our teaching offers.
And that is a loss in every way, because our teaching
gives us a different way of looking at the world. …

“Our teaching says put the poor first. That’s not the
priorities of the House Ways and Means Committee.
Our teaching says look at the economy from the bot-
tom up. That’s not the way The Wall Street Journal
does it. Our teaching says watch out for the poor and
vulnerable — and the unborn, who are the most vul-
nerable of all — and that’s not how The New York
Times sees it.

“My passion is that we have a different way of look-
ing at the world, and the world needs to hear that,” he
said.

[Jerry Filteau is NCR Washington correspondent. His email

address is jfilteau@ncronline.org.] 

Bishops’ longtime social 
justice spokesman retires

—CNS/Bob Roller

John Carr

graphic material of minor girls. He has
yet to be sentenced, but he faces 15 to 30
years in prison for each charge.

Ratigan still faces similar charges in
an ongoing case in Clay County, Mo.,
where the parish he last served as pas-
tor is located.

Last November, prosecutors in that
county suspended misdemeanor
charges against Finn as part of a deal
where the bishop agreed to give the
prosecutors immediate oversight of the
diocese’s sex abuse reporting proce-
dures in their county.

Several civil suits are pending
against Finn and the Kansas City-St.
Joseph diocese regarding its handling
of Ratigan. At least one alleges that dur-
ing the delay between when the diocese
knew of Ratigan’s issues and when the

priest was reported to police, a child
was subjected to illicit photography.

A report commissioned by the dio-
cese on its response to the Ratigan mat-
ter, released in August 2011 and con-
ducted by former U.S. Attorney Todd
Graves, found that “individuals in
positions of authority reacted to events
in ways that could have jeopardized
the safety of children in diocesan
parishes, school, and families.”

As part of the format of Finn’s Sept.

6 non-jury trial, the prosecuting and
defense lawyers submitted a set of 69
facts to which all parties, including the
bishop, had agreed. Among key points:

� The diocese received a memo in
May 2010 from the principal of Rati-
gan’s parish school that said teachers
thought “Father Shawn’s actions fit
the profile of a child predator.”

� A computer technician found lewd
photographs on Ratigan’s laptop, and
the diocese was alerted Dec. 16, 2010.
Among those photos were those of a
“little girl’s naked vagina.” Included in
those who saw the photos was Msgr.
Robert Murphy, then the diocese’s
vicar general.

� Finn received an email from Rati-
gan on Feb. 7, 2011, that began: “I am
going to give you a brief summary of

how I got to where I am with my addic-
tion to pornography.”

� Finn restricted Ratigan’s ministry,
ordering him to “avoid all contact with
children” and assigned him as chaplain
to a community of women religious.

� Finn was informed March 31, 2011,
that Ratigan had attended a St.
Patrick’s Day parade and a birthday
party for a sixth-grade girl.

� Murphy reported Ratigan to police
May 11, 2011, because he thought the
diocese’s response was “moving along
with no direction, and I thought, ‘I
have got to do something.’ ”

[Joshua J. McElwee is an NCR staff writer. His

email address is jmcelwee@ncronline.org.

Contributing to this story was Dennis Coday,

NCR editor.]

ON THE WEB
NCR has been following the Kansas City
cases for the past year and a half. For

the most up-to-date reports, check 
NCRonline.org.
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By JOSHUA J. McELWEE

Call it the showdown at the lecture
hall.

Nearly 100 faculty members at the
University of San Diego declared a
loss of confidence in their president’s
leadership in mid-November.

They alleged that her cancellation
of a British theologian’s visiting fel-
lowship and her response to criticism
of the move had shown her to be “eth-
ically bankrupt.”

The faculty of the Catholic univer-
sity’s College of Arts and Sciences, one
of the university’s seven colleges and
schools, made the move Nov. 13.

It came following wide criticism of
President Mary Lyons’ rescission of a
fellowship for Tina Beattie, a theolo-
gian known for her work in contem-
porary ethical issues.

Tim O’Malley, University of San
Diego’s vice president for university
relations, said in an interview Nov. 14
that the administration is “obviously
disappointed” by the vote of the faculty
and takes the matter “very seriously.” 

O’Malley said Lyons planned to
meet with the university’s senate, a
representative body of faculty, admin-
istrators and students, regarding the
matter Nov. 15, after press time. Lyons
also expects to discuss the issue with
the university’s board of trustees,
O’Malley said.

Lyons’ decision had raised questions
Continued on Page 8

By JERRY FILTEAU

BALTIMORE . Among the actions
emerging from the U.S. bish-
ops’ annual fall assembly
here, one that was least like-
ly to garner any big headlines
was their decision to add a
new assistant director to the
staff of the National Religious
Retirement Office.

But behind it is one of the
more dramatic human issues
facing the U.S. church in
coming years: a growing cri-
sis in the many billions of dol-

lars in unfunded retirement
and elderly care costs that
religious orders of men and
women, especially women,
are facing within the next
couple of decades.

Nearly two-thirds of U.S.
men and women religious
today are age 70 or older, and
86 percent are 60 or older,
said the report behind the
proposal to expand staffing of
the office. The office not only
allocates funds from the
yearly national collection for

Continued on Page 14

By ZOE RYAN

LOUISVILLE, KY. . Against the back-
drop of a banner with the
word “Aggiornamento!”,
speakers at Call To Action’s
national conference spoke of
the Second Vatican Council’s
new way of being church in to-
day’s world. 

For Call To Action, that
new way cannot ignore racial

justice work.
Since 2005, the church

reform group based out of
Chicago has been working at
combating racism in facets of
church and society, included
its own organization.

Noted civil rights activist
Diane Nash gave the keynote
address Nov. 9 here, speaking
on “agapic energy,” a term
that goes beyond nonvio-

lence, she said, and is derived
from a Greek word for “love
of humankind.”

“People are never your
enemy,” said Nash, who was
a leader of the sit-ins in the
1960s civil rights movement.

Attitudes, systems and
“-isms” (sexism, racism, etc.)
are enemies, but the person is
not, said Nash, who related

Continued on Page 12

There is no justice without racial justice, says CTA

Bishops face the growing retirement crisis of religious orders

—David Gawlik

Diane Nash

University of San Diego students protest the cancellation of a fellowship for British
theologian Tina Beattie Nov. 6, wearing T-shirts reading, “I am Tina Beattie,” and
tape across their mouths. The protest, which was held outside the university’s
administration building, was joined by some 170 students and faculty.

—CNS/Nancy Phelan Wiechec

Bishops look over documents at the opening session of
their annual fall meeting in Baltimore Nov. 12. 

President gets no-confidence vote

Revoked invitation
spurs outrage

� A look at the Cardinal Newman Society
See Page 9



dri, said in interviews with NCR that
they had widely expressed displeasure
with Beattie’s appointment.

Among those they said they contact-
ed were current and former members
of the university’s board of trustees,
San Diego Coadjutor Bishop Cirilo Flo-
res, the editor of the diocesan newspa-
per and the Cardinal Newman Society.
(See Page 9.)

LiMandri, a University of San Diego

alumnus who has served on the alum-
ni board, was president of the national
alumni association and was chairman
of the university’s annual fund, said he
found Beattie’s views on same-sex mar-
riage and abortion “over the top, even
blasphemous.”

In her Nov. 5 statement, Lyons said
it was “significant” that Beattie had
signed the August letter regarding gay
marriage as a theologian.

“This action is materially different
from the exercise of scholarship and
teaching appropriate to the role of an
academic and whose freedom to do so I
consistently defend,” Lyons wrote.

Repeated NCR inquiries to speak
directly with Lyons on how she deter-
mined what was outside the scope of
discussion for theologians went unan-
swered throughout early November.

Pamela Gray Payton, the universi-
ty’s assistant vice president for public
affairs, said in an interview that when
the university president had worked
with a donor to secure the gift for the
Harpst Center, “there were certain
understandings as to what that gift
would bring.”

For the Harpst fellowship, Gray Pay-
ton said, “there are some pretty rigid,
pretty particular expectations of the
speakers and others who might come
through this program.”

Mannion, who said he was speaking
on his own behalf, disputed Gray Pay-
ton’s claim that there were clear expec-
tations about how its speakers and fel-

lows should align on church teachings.
That view of the center, Mannion

said, is “completely contrary to the
understanding of the center and its mis-
sion that was communicated to me.”

An Irish citizen who took the role as
the center’s director three years ago,
Mannion said he had inquired about
what kind of restrictions the universi-
ty would place on discussions before
accepting his position there.

“I was given assurances that there
was no question of interference, that
academic freedom would be safeguard-
ed,” he said. “I’ve never been told about
such donor positions.”

Mannion also disagreed with Lyons’
contention that Beattie’s support of the
August letter constituted dissent from
church teachings, saying it was “tor-
turous logic.”

“There’s nothing to dissent from,”
Mannion said. “The church doesn’t
have binding teaching on civil same-sex
partnerships. It has a position and a
preference, but it doesn’t actually have
a binding teaching. Even were this not
the case, the policy on academic free-
dom should protect her right to sign
such a letter, which, after all, urged
Catholics to follow their conscience.”

Jean Porter, a professor of theology
at the University of Notre Dame in Indi-
ana, said her biggest concern following
the disinvitation “is for the well-being
of the church.”

“The church is starving itself
through its reluctance and its fear to
engage in really open and honest dis-
cussion about intellectual issues, mat-
ters of faith, and also matters of prac-
tice and church governance,” she said.

Among other theologians who have
publicly questioned Lyons’ move are
Eamon Duffy, a professor of Christian
history at the University of Cambridge
and a former member of the Pontifical
Committee for Historical Sciences; and
Paul D. Murray, the president of the
Catholic Theological Association of
Great Britain and a consultor to the
Vatican’s Pontifical Council for Justice
and Peace.

[Joshua J. McElwee is an NCR staff writer.

His email address is

jmcelwee@ncronline.org.]
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Continued from Page 1

from prominent theologians and pro-
fessors across the U.S. and the U.K.
They expressed concerns in public let-
ters and statements that it could repre-
sent a significant clampdown on aca-
demic thought.

The 47,000-member American Asso-
ciation of University Professors, which
rates universities on their protection of
academic freedom, chimed in Nov 5.
Writing in a letter to Lyons, the orga-
nization said the move raises “serious
issues of academic freedom with which
we are concerned.”

Beattie, a professor of Catholic stud-
ies at London’s University of Roe-
hampton, received notice of the cancel-
lation Oct. 27. The theologian, who had
been scheduled to take residence at the
university Nov. 6, announced the with-
drawal of the invitation in an email to
friends and other theologians Nov. 1. 

Beattie had been set to take up a
monthlong visiting fellowship at the
university’s Frances G. Harpst Center
for Catholic Thought and Culture.

In a Nov. 5 statement to NCR, Lyons
identified as “the heart of this matter”
Beattie’s signing, along with 27 others,
of an August letter in The Times of Lon-
don that said it would be “perfectly
proper” for Catholics to support civil
marriage for same-sex couples.

While Lyons said that Beattie’s can-
cellation was made “without regard to
pressure groups or donor influence,”
the move came after an influential
alumnus and a conservative watchdog
group backed by a high-ranking Vati-
can official protested the appointment
to the university’s board of trustees.

Among those protesting Beattie’s
appointment was Thomas McKenna,
president of the San Diego-based group
Catholic Action for Faith and Family,
a nonprofit organization backed by
Cardinal Raymond Burke, the head of
the Vatican’s supreme court.

Beattie — who also serves on the
board of directors of the British
Catholic weekly The Tablet and is a
theological adviser to the Catholic
Agency for Overseas Development, the
Catholic aid agency for England and
Wales — said in an interview with
NCR Nov. 1 that cancellation of her fel-
lowship was “symptomatic of some-
thing very new and very worrying.”

“It’s unheard of, certainly in Britain,
for a theologian in my position to feel
threatened by this kind of action,”
Beattie said. “It’s not about me; it’s
about some change in the culture of the
Catholic church that we should be
very, very concerned about.”

Ninety-nine members of the Univer-
sity of San Diego’s faculty approved the
vote of no confidence in Lyons’ leader-
ship during a Nov. 13 meeting of the
College of Arts and Sciences’ academic
assembly. 

“The president has shown herself to
be ethically bankrupt, for which rea-
son the motion is placed that this body
declare a loss of confidence in her lead-
ership,” read the motion.

Carlton Floyd, chair of the assembly’s
executive committee, said in an inter-
view following the vote that while the
move was “largely symbolic,” it is “huge-
ly important as a symbolic gesture.”

“It lets the world know … that facul-
ty here do in fact support and believe
strongly in academic freedom,” said
Floyd, an associate professor of
English at the university.

At an academic assembly Nov. 6, the
College of Arts and Sciences faculty

had voted to ask Lyons to reinstall
Beattie’s appointment or face a vote of
no confidence. Lyons formally respond-
ed to the Nov. 6 vote just hours before the
Nov. 13 assembly. Writing in a letter to
Floyd that morning, Lyons said she
would allow Beattie to speak at the uni-
versity, so long as the theologian was not
given an “honorary affiliation” with the

institution, a reference to Beattie’s
expected title of “visiting fellow” of the
Harpst Center.

Gerard Mannion, director of the cen-
ter, said in an interview that while the
faculty considered Lyons’ change of
position before taking their no-confi-
dence vote, the general feeling was that
her response was “too little, too late.”

“People just felt that it didn’t change
anything,” Mannion said. “It didn’t
apologize, as the assembly had asked.
It didn’t right any of the wrongs.”

Floyd said that Lyons’ response indi-
cated “that she believes herself to have
the right to veto or approve visiting
scholar appointments, which is itself a
violation of academic freedom.”

Following the initial Nov. 6 vote, sev-
eral untenured faculty members at the
university told NCR they had been
questioned by their academic dean
about the matter and they felt pres-
sured not to support the no-confidence
vote. The faculty members asked not to
be named for fear of reprisal.

McKenna and another San Diego
man known for his conservative
Catholic viewpoints, Charles LiMan-
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