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Catholic figurines share floor space with tarot cards and spiritual candles at Velas y Mas, reflecting a synthesis of Central American
folklore and Christian practices.

Faith healer blends Catholicism, folk medicine
BY JENNIFER PREYSS

“People
come in
the store
and say
they don’t
believe,
and that’s
OK,” says
Velas y
Mas store
owner,
Debra
Woods.
“But it
does exist
and it’s
real.”

JLPREYSS@VICAD.COM

When Jesus Castillo was a boy, he
knew he wasn’t like other children.
At an early age, he discovered he
possessed a keen ability to “read”
people.
But it wasn’t until his mid-20s that
his gift made sense. That’s when he
learned he was blessed with divine
supernatural abilities – a heightened
sensory package that allowed him to
read thoughts and predict futures, he
said.
“I just knew things that no ordinary
person knew ... I had a hard time adjusting to it. When I was young, it
made me feel uneasy. I wanted to be
a normal child,” said the 48-year-old

LESSONS

Finding true prophecy

Money. Success. Love. Three children.
A tarot card reader and curandero told
me Tuesday, these things I shall have in
my future.
I hadn’t planned to sit down with a soothsayer and spiritual healer this week, but
Jesus (Castillo, not Christ) offered to
demonstrate his tarot card services the
other day – so I followed him into the consultation room.
There, at a small wooden table, he picked
up a deck of colorful cards I’d never seen
before and counted out my future.
You might be wondering what I was doing
with a tarot card reader. I was on assignment, working on a story about curanderismo.
Several weeks ago, after getting my nails
done in a shop along Navarro Street, I no-

ticed a store next door called Velas y Mas
(Candles and More). Glancing through the glass window,
I spotted a variety of
Catholic-inspired candles and
statues, and a sign that offered tarot card reading inside.
I was intrigued. My faith reJENNIFER porter
wheels started turning.
I reached for the door hanREVELATIONS dle, the store was closed. I’d
have to return another day.
I probably would have assumed it was
just another psychic reader store if my
friend, Brian, wasn’t with me that day.
We glanced through the store windows

PREYSS

SEE REVELATIONS, E3

SEE CURANDERISMO, E6

Ittakessomeefforttoliveinharmony
I once heard someone say,
“All marriages are happy.
It’s the living together afterward that causes trouble.”
As funny as that is, it holds
some truth. We all go into
marriage thinking we’re the
only perfect couple in the
world, confident that our
love will last forever.
But after a while, the honeymoon phase ends, and reality sets in. Before we
know it, we’re having our
first fight and wondering if
this thing called “marriage”
is really going to work.
The truth is that having a
good marriage takes effort.
Sure, we’ll have days when
we argue and get frustrated,

but we can’t allow our
hearts to harden toward our
spouse. Instead, we must
choose to walk
in harmony.
Seneca, a
Roman
philosopher,
once said, “It’s
not because
things are difJIM
ficult that we
do not dare,
LIFE AT ITS but it’s beBEST
cause we do
not dare that
things become difficult.” Everyone encounters difficulties in their marriage.
However, it’s when we
dare to have a fulfilling mar-

GRAFF

riage in spite of those difficulties that we experience a
relationship of harmony.
God’s word shows us the
pathway to having that kind
of marriage. The first step
is to keep the passion. In
Genesis 2:24 God says, “For
this reason a man will leave
his father and his mother
and be united to his wife
and they will become one
flesh.”
Our spouse is the only person who God has called us
to become completely one
with, and it’s vital that we
keep the passion alive. So
spend time together. Plan

SEE GRAFF, E3

OCEANS FOR EMOTIONS

SATURDAY

Mt. Olive Baptist Church, intersection of Highway 11 N. and
Bethlehem Baptist Church, 1206 County Road 287 in Edna, will
S. Depot St., will have a
have its FOURTH APPRECIATION
GOSPEL EXPLOSION at 6 p.m.
SERVICE FOR PASTOR LEONARD
The host pastor is the Rev. A.L. HINES. Minister James B. EdPrince. Dorothy Cunningham is wards, of the Prosperity Baptist
the sponsor of the event.
Church in Ganado, will be the
guest preacher at the 11:30
Zion Tabernacle Christian Cena.m. service. The Rev. Walter
ter, 602 N. Ben Jordan St., will
Gant Jr., pastor of Gideon Baphave a MISSIONARY MUSICAL
tist Church, is the guest preachbeginning at 6 p.m. The musical er for the 3 p.m. service. The
will feature The Angelic Mass
Washington Street Boys, of EdChoir, of the Corpus Christi
na, will provide special music.
area. For more information, call
361-576-1827.
Mount Salem Baptist Church,

SUNDAY

“I see so many people who are fatigued all the time. They are near
people all the time who are stressed
out” and when you couple that with
“your own problems, it draws you
down. It weighs you down,” Castillo
said. “When you come to me, who
knows how to cleanse you, it draws
out negativity and you feel light and
ready to take on the world.”
Treatments and remedies for common ailments such as headache,
body pain and fatigue, and sometimes the removal of curses and negative spiritual blockages, often include herbs, prayers, candle lighting,
spiritual
cleanses
and
other

ADVICE

FAITH CALENDAR

Bethlehem Baptist Church, 1206
S. Depot St., will observe its
ANNUAL WOMEN’S DAY. The
guest speaker at the 11 a.m.
service is Ollie Williams, of
Palestine Baptist Church. The
Rev. James Fowler, of Mount
Sinai Baptist Church in Port
Lavaca will be the guest speaker at the 3 p.m. service.

professional spiritualist of Velas y
Mas herbaria in Victoria. “I felt out of
place because I could sense what a
person was thinking and where they
were going in the future.”
The gifts he struggled to understand as a child eventually resulted
in a vocation of spiritual healing as a
curandero, or spiritualist.
“Life pushes you into who you are
and who you’re going to be,” Castillo
said. “This is my full-time job, this is
what I do. I love and enjoy helping
people.”
Curanderismo, a shamanic blending of magic-religious rituals with
Catholicism, is popular among Hispanics as an alternative form of
medicine.

609 E. North St., will present a
PASTOR’S AID PROGRAM at 3
p.m. The guest preacher will be
the Rev. Frank Harvey, of Morning Star Baptist Church in
Bloomington. The Rev. Kraig L.
Pullam is the host pastor.

SUNDAY – JULY 21

The Fellowship of Churches will
host a SEVEN-DAY REVIVAL.
Services will begin at 7 p.m. at

101 County Road, Port Lavaca.
Sunday and Monday services are
centered on youth. The Rev. Rod
Vincent will be the preacher. For
more information, call the Rev.
J.H. Fowler at 366-571-6203.

MONDAY-FRIDAY

First Baptist, Church, 301 North
Glass St., is having VACATION
BIBLE SCHOOL from 9 a.m until
noon. The theme is “Amazing
Wonders of Aviation.” Activities
begin with worship at Rally
Hanger and Bible study at Victoria Falls. They continue with
snacks at the Paricutin Volcano,
missions under the Northern
Lights, music at the Matterhorn,
recreation at the Grand Canyon
and crafts at the Great Barrier
Reef. Adults are invited to participate in the Bible study. The
Bible school is free and open for
everyone ages 5 through fifth
grade. Visit fbcvictoria.org.
See more faith calendar, E3

Revisiting rock of 29 years ago
“For He shall give His angels charge over Thee,
to keep thee in all thy ways. They shall bear thee
up in their hands, lest thy dash thy foot against
a stone.”

– Psalms: 91:11, 12

This is my birthday article that I have
published every year for 29 years. On
my birthday, Mom and Dad each gave
me a present that I still treasure and
like to share with my readers. Mom’s
present was how to love God. Dad’s present was how to love fishing.
God put both of those presents together and thus, I write the column “Oceans

for Emotions” every week for The Victoria Advocate. Only God
could have thought of that.
On my birthday, I reprint
the first article I ever published in the newspaper. I
am getting so old that
most of you have it memorized. But here it goes
ELAINE
again. It is entitled “Rock.”
Rock, I know you are out
there, for I have the
OCEANS FOR
scarred shins to prove it.
EMOTIONS
Your presence causes me

WHEAT

SEE OCEANS, E3

V E R S E O F T H E D AY
[Jesus said] “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is
the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the
gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.”

— Matthew 7:13-14

Source: verseoftheday.com
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EVENT

Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament celebrates Jubilee
FROM A NEWS RELEASE

Contest Entry

On July 8, five Sisters of the
Incarnate Word and Blessed
Sacrament celebrated the
anniversaries of their professions at Incarnate Word Convent. The Most Rev. David
Fellhauer, Bishop of the Victoria Diocese, officiated at
the 2 p.m. Mass. Also present
and co-celebrating were
Bishop Michael Duca, of
Shreveport, La., and other
clergy guests. The Rev.
David Garcia was homilist.
Those honored were Sister
M. Michael Kopecky, 75
years; Sister Mary Juroske,
Sister M. Laura Toman, Sister Marian Sturm and Sister
M. Digna Vela, 50 years.
Together they have contributed 275 years of service
to the church in ministries of
education,
administration
and pastoral services.
Sister M. Michael Kopecky,
daughter of the late Joseph
and
Frances
(Strauss)
Kopecky, was born in Hallettsville. Kopecky received
her elementary education at
Sacred Heart School in Hallettsville and graduated from
Blessed Sacrament Academy
in San Antonio.
She entered Blessed Sacrament Convent and received
the habit of the Sisters of the
Incarnate Word and Blessed
Sacrament on Feb. 23, 1936.
She made first profession of
vows on June 10, 1937.
Kopecky received a Bachelor
of Arts degree with a major
in English and a minor in
Spanish from Incarnate
Word College in San Antonio
and a Master of Arts degree
with a major in history and a
minor in education from the
Catholic University of America.
During the 75 years as a
professed member of the Sisters of the Incarnate Word
and Blessed Sacrament, she
taught on the elementary, junior high, high school and
college level. She also served
as local superior at Incarnate Word Convent in Victoria.
Kopecky served as teacher
or principal at Sacred Heart
School
in
Floresville,
Nazareth Academy in Victoria, Sacred Heart School in
La Grange, Holy Cross
School in Bay City, Holy
Cross School and St. Patrick
Schools in Dallas, Blessed
Sacrament Academy in San
Antonio and Holy Trinity
School in Duquesne, Pa.
Though Kopecky retired
from full-time teaching in
1988, she remained active at
Incarnate Word Convent
where she assisted in chauf-

Sister Michael Kopecky celebrated her 75th jubilee.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Sisters celebrating 50 years of religious profession, from left, are Sister Marian Sturm, Sister Laura
Toman, Sister Digna Vela and Sister Mary Juroske.
feuring and community shopping and served in music
ministry. During her spare
time, she liked to make flower arrangements and engage
in arts and crafts. Because of
ill health, she resides in the
IWC Infirmary.
Sister
Mary
Juroske,
daughter of the late Eddie
and Olga Pratka Juroske,
was born in Angleton. Juroske attended Industrial Elementary School and Lolita
Junior High School before
entering Nazareth Academy
for her high school education.
She entered Incarnate
Word Convent and received
the habit of the Sisters of the
Incarnate Word and Blessed
Sacrament on July 30, 1961,
and made her first profession
of vows on Aug. 6, 1962.
Juroske attended Annunciation College where she took
sacred scripture classes, as
well as dogmatic and moral
theology courses. When her
aptitude for art was perceived, she attended classes
in oil painting, charcoal, water color, ceramics and other
classes connected with the
arts.
Juroske’s culinary abilities
and dietary knowledge were
put to use at Incarnate Word
Convent for a number of
years. She was assigned to
Nazareth Academy where
she developed a clientele for
private art lessons and assisted in the N.A. pre-school
daycare with religion classes. Juroske assists as a vol-

unteer aide at Nazareth
Academy and teaches private art lessons. She is involved in the IWBS Spirituality Center’s activities. She also enjoys arts and crafts,
which she shares as gifts and
contributes to the IWC Gift
Shop.
Sister M. Laura Toman,
daughter of the late Raymond and Anne Rose (Sablatura) Toman, was born in
Houston. After attending
Ganado Public School the
first four years of elementary
school
and
Assumption
School for the upper grades,
Toman attended Nazareth
Academy.
She entered Nazareth Convent and received the habit
of the Sisters of the Incarnate Word and Blessed
Sacrament on July 30, 1961.
She made her first Profession of Vows on Aug. 6, 1962.
She earned her early credits
from Annunciation College in
Victoria and Incarnate Word
College in San Antonio.
Toman attended Our Lady
of the Lake College in San
Antonio, from which she was
awarded a Bachelor of Art
degree with a major in English and a minor in history.
She attended Southwest
Texas State College in San
Marcos and earned a Master
of Education with a major in
administration and a minor
in psychology/sociology.
During the 50 years as a professed member of the Sisters
of the Incarnate Word and
Blessed Sacrament, Toman

taught at St. Michael’s
Catholic School in Cuero. She
served as principal at Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Selma,
St. Michael School in Cuero,
Sacred Heart School in Floresville, St. Patrick School in
Dallas, St. Michael School in
Weimar and Our Lady of Victory School in Victoria.
During Toman’s 23-year
leadership as principal of St.
Michael School in Weimar,
the school received numerous academic awards, culminating in its designation as a
nationally recognized “Blue
Ribbon School, 2006” by the
U.S. Department of Education.
Toman also served as
Councilor in the Leadership
of the Congregation from
1988-2000 along with work in
the school. She has been
elected as a Councilor for the
Congregational Leadership
for a six-year term along with
being principal at Our Lady
of Victory School in Victoria.
Sister
Marian
Sturm,
daughter of the late Arnold
and Mary (Kaptiza) Sturm,
was born in Falls City. She
completed
first
through
eighth grades at Falls City
Elementary School and then
did her high school studies at
Nazareth Academy in Victoria.
She then entered Nazareth
Convent and received the
habit of the Sisters of the Incarnate Word and Blessed
Sacrament on July 30, 1961,
and made her first profession
of vows on Aug. 6, 1962. She

began her college education
at Annunciation College in
Victoria and then transferred
to Incarnate Word College in
San Antonio, from which she
received a Bachelor of Arts
degree with a major in biology and a minor in math.
Sturm then attended St.
Mary’s University in San Antonio where she achieved a
Master of Arts degree with a
major in theology.
During the 50 years as a
professed member of the Sisters of the Incarnate Word
and Blessed Sacrament,
Sturm taught in the elementary grades of St. Leo School
in San Antonio, St Michael
School in Weimar and
Nazareth Academy in Victoria.
She continued with teaching on the high school level
at St. Paul High School in
Shiner, St. Joseph High
School in Victoria and Sacred
Heart High School in Hallettsville. She was the religion and CCD coordinator in
St. Mary’s Parish in Nada,
Holy Cross Parish in East
Bernard and St. Thomas the
Apostle Parish in Huntsville.
After the Diocese of Victoria was created, Sturm
served as the Director of the
Reflection Process of the
Diocese for a number of
years. She has also served as
Director of Religious Education in St. Philip of Jesus
Parish in San Antonio, Director of Faith Formation in St.
Anthony Claret Parish in San
Antonio, and Adult Faith Formation Director in St. Mark
the Evangelist Parish in San
Antonio. She enjoys playing
Scrabble, dancing and reading mystery novels.
Sister M. Digna Vela,
daughter of the late Emilio
and Bertha (Cantu) Vela, was
born in Port Lavaca. Vela’s
early education was at Jefferson Elementary School

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

and Travis Junior High
School in Port Lavaca before
she transferred to Nazareth
Academy from where she obtained her high school diploma. She received the habit of
the Sisters of the Incarnate
Word and Blessed Sacrament on July 30, 1971, and
pronounced her first vows on
Aug. 6, 1962.
She began her college education at Annunciation College in Victoria and then
transferred to Incarnate
Word College in San Antonio
from which she received a
Bachelor of Art degree with a
major in Spanish and a minor
in English. Sister then attended St. Mary’s University
where she earned a M.A. degree with a major in theology.
In August of 2011, Sister
Digna completed a program
for Spiritual Direction and
Directed
Retreat
at
Creighton University in Omaha, Neb.
During her 50 years of service as a professed member
of the Sisters of the Incarnate Word and Blessed
Sacrament, Vela taught in
the elementary and junior
high schools at Our Lady of
Victory School in Victoria,
Immaculate
Conception
School in Sealy, St. Mary
School in Nada, Our Lady of
Perpetual Help School in Selma and Holy Cross School in
Bay City.
She also ministered in the
following
high
schools:
Nazareth Academy in Victoria,
Blessed
Sacrament
Academy in San Antonio and
St. Joseph High School in
Victoria. In 1990, Vela began
ministry for the Diocese of
Victoria as Director of Catechetical Ministry, serving in
that capacity for 22 years.
She is also presently involved
in the IWBS Amor Meus
Spirituality Center’s activities.

CURANDERISMO: Customers are now traveling from all over Crossroads to purchase items at store
CONTINUED FROM E1
nontraditional forms of healing to balance spiritual energies.
“People who know about
this don’t think twice about
it,” Castillo said, mentioning
the steady stream of clients
who visit the store for healing. “You go to a doctor to
cure your body, but you have
to cure your spirit, as well.”
Velas y Mas store owner,
Debra Woods, a lifelong practitioner of curanderismo,
said the traditions of faith
healing through spiritualists,
herbs and candles, is passed
down through the generations in Latino cultures. But
the services available at her
store are meant to help people of all cultures and religious backgrounds.
“This kind of stuff is known
in Hispanic culture, but in reality it affects all cultures,”
Woods said. “People come in
the store and say they don’t
believe, and that’s OK. But it
does exist and it’s real.”
Woods said she opened Velas y Mas (Candles and
More) last October because
she saw a need for an
herbaria in Victoria that provided the items she needed
for her own faith practices.
“There was only one in
town, in Gonzales, and she
didn’t always have the items
I needed. When you go to a
shop and they don’t have
what you need, you end up
going to a bigger city,” she
said. “It had become an issue
with the gas prices going up
to travel to a larger city. It
was easier to open up a
store.”
Curaderismo traditions of
faith healing are so common
in the area, Woods said, that
her customers are now traveling from all over the Crossroads to purchase items at
her store.
“Usually when people come

Romance
candles
and liquids
are for
sale at
Velas y
Mas.

WHO ARE CURANDEROS?

■A

PHOTOS: TODD KRAININ/TKRAININ@VICAD.COM

Candles depicting Santo Toribio Romo Gonzalez, who was canonized after his death in Mexico’s
Cristero Rebellion, are on sale at Velas y Mas. The faithful believe that Gonzalez’s spirit materializes to
help immigrants in their moments of desperation.
in here they know exactly
what they want,” she said.
“And I’m glad I got (Castillo)
because he’s been able to
help so many people.”
Some of the items available
for purchase are herbs, oils,
magnets, incense, soaps,
room sprays, holy water and
other materials specifically
designed with a “job” to heal
or perform spiritual rituals.
On either side of the store,
Woods sells shelves of
prayer-wrapped candles –
some scented, some unscented – with Catholic
saints and healers printed on
the front to indicate how they
should be used. Some candles can burn alone, while
others are meant to burn
with a corresponding candle,
but each must be burned
specifically for what it is designed to do, Woods said.
Some of the candles, for ex-

ample, invite romantic love
and improve health, while
others increase wealth, offer
protection and peace.
“It’s not a regular candle
shop like you get at the mall.
It’s not like that,” Woods
said. “We don’t do this for entertainment. And (Castillo)
wouldn’t do this for entertainment either.”
Part of Castillo’s job as a
spiritualist includes reading
tarot cards, which often precedes any cleansing ritual.
“The reason you come for a
reading is to find out which
direction to take, that’s serious business,” Castillo said.
“I have to have the utmost
honesty in what I say, and
they usually come back and
say everything happened like
I said ... I’ve asked God, if he
could make it stronger for
me.”
In some ways, Castillo also

serves as a counselor, often
unveiling his clients’ past
hurts and emotional scars
during card readings.
“People cry when they find
out the truth – that they’re
carrying a cross that wasn’t
theirs,” he said.
Yet even though Castillo
and Woods are both practicing Catholics, and store was
blessed by a priest, the traditional church doesn’t incorporate the practices of curanderismo into their teachings.
The Rev. Dan Morales, of
St. Mary’s Catholic Church,
said he’s encountered many
Catholics who are familiar
with the practice of curanderos, but he said the mainline Catholic church doesn’t
follow the practice.
“It is a common practice by
many people in Hispanic culture and much of it is asso-

person who practices
curanderismo.
■ They are spiritual guides or
leaders within a community.
■ They are sought when
someone is sick or
experiencing unusual
circumstances.
■ Types of similar roles in
different Latino communities:
Shamans, Curas, Yerberos,
Parteras, Sobadores,
Pharmacists.
■ Shaman: Peruvian
“curanderismo” (known as
ayahuasca).
■ Cura/Curandero: A cura is
most typically found in
Mexican American and or
Mexican folk healing. They
are the spiritual and healing
leaders in their communities.
■ Yerbero: A yerbero is a
specialist in herbs and

plants. They are highly
knowledgeable of the uses
and remedies that different
herbs and plants offer to
patients in need of treatment.
■ Partera: A midwife. She deals
with pregnant women and is
their primary source of
guidance, caretaking, advice,
and delivery of the child.
■ Sobador: A massage therapist.
These people are trained in
healing methods that use rub
and massage techniques.
■ Pharmacist: Western
pharmacists plays a very
similar as yerberos, only they
deal with more Western
medicine and treatments.
They are knowledgeable of
alternative medicines, but not
as extensive as a yerbero.

ciated with praying for healing,” he said. “It’s not necessarily condemned by the
church, but it’s not encouraged either.”
But Castillo and Woods believe they are doing God’s
work, and providing a needed service to the community.
“My prayer for my Lord is

that he sends the people who
need the help, so they can
find the help they are seeking. That’s my prayer every
morning,” Castillo said. “Everybody deserves to live and
be happy, to prosper and to
have a shot at life, and sometimes it takes someone like
me show them how to do
that.”

SOURCE: ARIZONA STATE
UNIVERSITY CHICANO AND
CHICANA STUDIES.
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BY JENNIFER PREYSS
JLPREYSS@VICAD.COM

Sister M. Alberta Novosad, of the
Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament, will
host a book
IF YOU GO
signing
■ WHAT: Book signing
Wednesand reading, “Texas
day at the
Footprints: In the
Friench
Sands of Time”
Simpson
■ WHEN: 6:30 p.m.
Memorial
Wednesday
Library in
■ WHERE: Friench
HalSimpson Memorial
lettsville.
Library 705 E. 4th
Novosad’s
St. in Hallettsville
book,
■ COST: Free to the
“Texas
public
Footprints:
■ MORE INFO: Friench
In
the
Simpson Memorial
Sands Of
Library at
Time,” is a
361-798-3243
historical
retelling of
the foundation of Incarnate Word order from Lyon, France, and how the
sisters traveled to America in the
1800s and established in the wilds of
Texas.
The original French sisters were
in their early 20s, unfamiliar with
American culture, and did not know
English before arriving in New Orleans.
In addition to the signing, Novosad
will be reading excerpts from the
book. The public is invited to attend
at no cost.
It is the first published work for the
89-year-old sister, who is a retired
educator and resident of the Incarnate Word Convent in Victoria.

Diversity
AT THE PULPIT

GATHERING

Contest Entry

Jehovah’s
Witness annual
convention comes
to Corpus Christi
BY JENNIFER PREYSS
JLPREYSS@VICAD.COM

More than 4,000 faithful will pack
into the American Bank Center Arena
in
Corpus
IF YOU GO
Christi
■ WHAT: 2012 District
this
Convention of
weekend
Jehovah's Witnesses
for
the
■ WHEN: Aug. 1-Aug.
2012 an19
nual Dis■ WHERE: American
trict
Bank Center Arena,
Conven1901 N. Shoreline
tion
of
Blvd., Corpus Christi
Jeho■ COST: Free
vah’s
■ MORE INFO: Joe
WitnessDoctor,
es.
210-259-7115,
Prejw-media.org or
sented
joeydoctor@
by
the
hotmail.com
Christian
Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses and themed “Safeguard Your
Heart,” the convention will feature
three days of spiritual growth,
seminars and scriptural study for
Witnesses and non-Witnesses alike.
“We’re expecting a large turnout
this year, and it’s open to everyone,”
said Joe Doctor III, of the Jehovah’s
Witness Convention News Service.
The convention is offered in Span-

SEE CONVENTION, E3

PHOTOS: JOSH MORGAN/VICTORIA ADVOCATE

The Rev. Charles D. Stephens delivers a sermon at John Wesley United Methodist
Church. Stephens joined John Wesley on July 1 and is the church’s first
African-American pastor.

John Wesley United Methodist
Church appoints first black pastor
BY JENNIFER PREYSS
JLPREYSS@VICAD.COM

For an African-American
pastor, taking over a church
with a historically Anglo congregation could be uncomfortable.
Not so for the Rev. Charles
D. Stephens.
Stephens, 53, recently accepted an appointment about
a month ago at John Wesley
United Methodist Church,
making him the church’s
first-ever black pastor. But
even though he champions
racial diversity within church
congregations, Stephens said
his first priority is to preach
the gospel and lead others to

The DISTRICT CONVENTION OF THE JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES will be in Corpus
Christi. The morning sessions will begin
at 9:20 a.m. each day. The afternoon sessions will be at 1:35 p.m. Saturday and
1:25 p.m. Sunday. The convention will
held at the American Bank Center Arena,
1901 N. Shoreline Blvd. in Corpus Christi.
All convention sessions are free and the
public is invited. Visit jw-media.org.
A RETROUVAILLE MARRIAGE HEALING
WEEKEND will be at the Victoria Spiritual
Renewal Center. It is designed to provide
the tools to help get your marriage back
on track. For confidential information,
contact John or Jenny Vincent at jbvjov@sbcglobal.net or call 361-580-2770.

SUNDAY

Mt. Moriah Baptist Church will honor its
pastor, Dr. Melvin Bedford with a
FIFTH-YEAR PASTOR APPRECIATION
SERVICE at 3 p.m. The guest speaker will
be the Bishop C.E. Richardson.
Mt. Nebo Missionary Baptist Church, 704
E. Park St. will host its ANNUAL YOUTH
DAY beginning at 3 p.m. The Rev. A.
Lane, of St. Matthews Baptist Church in
Corpus Christi, will be the guest speaker.
The theme is “Get understanding of God’s
word for your life, giving of your time and
your finances, loving your neighbor as
yourself, yearning to know more about
Jesus Christ and His will for Jesus.”
See more faith calendar, E3

V E R S E O F T H E D AY
You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of my hands have
produced this wealth for me.” But remember the LORD your God, for it is he
who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant,
which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today.

— Deuteronomy 8:17-18

Source: verseoftheday.com

SEE DIVERSITY, E6

REQUEST

FAITH CALENDAR
THROUGH SUNDAY

a relationship with Jesus.
“People are people. They
have spiritual needs and they
want a relationship with
God,” Stephens said. “My
preaching style, which can
definitely be evangelical, is
the same across the board no
matter who I’m talking to.
And the people here seem to
enjoy it.”
Stephens
moved
from
Austin with his wife, Raquel,
and three teenagers to accept
the appointment at John
Wesley, which was held previously by the Rev. David
King.

Formosa Trust seeks
grant applications
FROM A NEWS RELEASE

The Outreach Committee of
the Formosa Plastics Religious
Trust is seeking grant applications from qualified organizations to assist in funding religious projects and activities in
Calhoun, Jackson and Victoria
counties. Applications are due
by Sept. 30.
Organizations wishing to obtain an information sheet and
application guidelines should
contact: The Formosa Plastics
Religious Trust in care of First
National Bank; P.O. Drawer 7;
Port Lavaca, TX 77979-0007, or
call Dee Harkey at 361-552-6726
or email dharkey@
fnbportlavaca.com.
Applications may also be obtained in person from the Trust
Department of First National
Bank at 1101 state Highway 35
South in Port Lavaca.

John Wesley United Methodist Church is historically an Anglo church.
Stephens hopes to attract more young and racially diverse people to
the congregation.

UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES IN AMERICA
■ 8,249,579 lay members
■ 44,854 clergy members
■ 1,289,766 preparatory

members
local churches
pastoral charges

■ 35,275
■ 26,348

■ 520 districts
■ 63 conferences
■ 520 districts
■ 50 bishops/Episcopal
■ 5 jurisdictions

areas

SOURCE: United Methodist Church

OCEANS FOR EMOTIONS

God blesses each stage of our lives
“This I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope.”

– Lamentations 3:21

I love it when I first drive up to the ocean at dawn’s early light. The ocean looks as if God had been up all night
sprinkling it with bling. Before I even start
to fish, I like to sit on my sand chair that
yesterday’s high tide had left and just take
it all in. I hate to even mess up God’s water-colored masterpiece by casting a tacky
old cork, weight and a beat-up lure into it
and scarring the ocean’s face that stares
gleaming at me.
ELAINE
As I sat staring at it’s pristine presence, I
tried to remember the times when I had
OCEANS FOR
this same feeling. I pulled up the favorites
EMOTIONS
on my computer of my mind and finally
found it listed under “school starting.”
Every educator and those students who are going to be,
or already have been, educated, know this familiar feeling. School will be starting soon, and everyone is expecting new beginnings. The teachers have their bulletin
boards decorated, chairs arranged, lesson plans and intentions firmly in their mind and are just as excited as

WHEAT

SEE OCEANS, E3
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LESSONS

Religion talks are everywhere
I wish I could be one of
those women who giggles
and changes the subject
when a man I don’t know that
well says something idiotic.
Don’t get me wrong, I’m can
pull off the giggle-redirect
with incredible charm when I
need to. But most of the time,
I’d rather counter idiocy with
sarcasm and a wink.
Often this changes the subject, lightens the mood, and
the idiotic comments cease.
But the giggle-redirect almost never
works on
men who are
incapable of
having a conversation.
You know,
where two
JENNIFER people
offer
thoughts and
REVELATIONS finish sentences before
the other person rebuts you
mid-sentence.
These men are rare and
difficult to spot in public, but
are quickly identified once
their lips start moving and
they begin railroading conversations and manipulating
dialogue. They tend to be
openly patronizing and will
never admit they’re wrong –
especially to a woman.
It’s similar to the exchange you might expect
between a chief political analyst for the Democratic
Party and Bill O’Reilly on
the conservative FOX news
show, “The Factor.”
Last weekend, I encountered one of these men. And
somehow the subject of religion was at the forefront of
our conversation. (I’m not
sure it was truly a conversation since my sentences
were often cut off, and what
little I did say was transformed into intellectual
mush before my very eyes.)
I’m not usually one to go
around igniting conversational exchanges on religion (in
my personal life) because I
recognize it can be a controversial topic with strangers,
especially with people who
aren’t yet familiar with my approach to religious discourse.
I enjoy discussing religion
with people outside of work,
but only when they approach
me with a question or subject. I almost never spark religious conversations on my
own, certainly not with people I don’t know that well.
But this man felt comfortable opening that can of
worms after listening to me
tell a friend that I couldn’t
make a Sunday brunch
event because of an 11 a.m.
assignment.
“What’s the assignment?”
Just like that. Can open.
Worms everywhere.
The assignment was about
an African-American pastor
who was recently appointed
to lead a historically Anglo
church. I found out later in
the week, he’s the first
African American to lead
the church.
“I don’t really see how
that’s newsworthy,” the guy
said. I explained its newsworthy value based on the
argument that churches are
overwhelmingly segregated
in American culture. Fewer
than 10 percent of churches
are multiracial, and church-

PREYSS

es are one of the last few areas of our society where people choose to be segregated.
So this pastor choosing to
lead a congregation of white
folks bucks the tradition of
racial norms in the church.
The man, an attorney who
graduated from a prominent
law school, somehow turned
my explanation and my article into a story on racism in
Victoria. He then backed up
his argument with evidence
that his church, which is
Catholic, is multiracial.
Catholic churches are
three times more likely to
be multiracial according to
statistics, I explained.
He wasn’t convinced, and
said I was using too many
exceptions to prove the data.
He then went on to argue
the statistics I planned to
use in my research are published by liberal social scientists with a political agenda
to highlight problems in society and prove racism, for
example, still exists.
He would not believe
churches are segregated, either intentionally or by accident, because his church congregation seemed diverse.
Meanwhile, his friend
chimed in with the comment
that racism is no longer
prevalent in our society.
You might be wondering
why I didn’t exit this conversation. After all, he and his
friend managed to insult my
job, my ability to do my job,
and religion journalism as a
whole in a span of 30 minutes.
It was impressive, really. My
eyebrows were consistently
raised in amazement every
time this man spoke. But I
couldn’t ignore the idiocy.
I was entranced and intrigued by this man’s blatant
disconnection with reality,
especially as someone who
openly claimed to practice
Catholicism and regularly
attend church.
If I were smarter, I would
have attempted to leave our
match of intellectual gymnastics with the “I can see
your point” line earlier in
the conversation. But I
failed to use the rule. The
man kept pushing, defaulting to a vocational explanation of, “I’m sorry, I’m a
lawyer. I like to argue.”
It seemed we were nearing a conversation fizzle,
and I was planning to accept this man was unable to
properly converse with
strangers. But then he
asked my religion.
Ordinarily, I’m comfortable
discussing my religious identity when prompted: I’m a
non-denominational trinitarian-believing Protestant
Christian, who aligns primarily with Calvinistic theology.
I’m deliberate about remaining denominationally
undefined and deliberate
about challenging the
“changables” in religious
life, or cultural Christian
traditions and rituals that
are historically manmade
and have nothing to do
scripture. I’m not a nominal
believer, and I didn’t grow
up with a religious identity
making me a late-in-life convert to the faith.
But I told him I didn’t want
to get into it. I knew he was
looking to argue. And I knew

“I’m a Christian” could easily entrap me in another long
conversation.
And then, I managed to
entrap myself after the
man’s friend incorrectly
identified himself as agnostic. We lightly bantered the
definition of agnosticism for
what seemed like eternity.
Exhausted with these men,
I attempted to help them understand their definition was
incomplete and inaccurate –
the more rightly fits the identity of an atheist, or at best, an
agnostic atheist. But neither
would relent, and the lawyer
announced I was wrong.
Though I write about religion for a living, and I’m
eight years invested in its
study, he wouldn’t budge on
his opinion. I felt like I was
arguing with someone who
was trying to convince me
that dogs and cats are the
same species.
The night ended, and I was
finally free to exit the conversation. On the drive
home, slightly annoyed I
used the last part of my
evening lawyering with a
lawyer rather than enjoying
the time with my friends, I
realized how passionate people will always be about religion. If they have no religion,
or hate religion, claim a
faith, or loosely affiliate with
a denomination or worldview, religion will always be
part of our discourse.
And it will always share a
role in organizing our social
makeup.
For that reason alone, it
should be reported in the
news, and the stories should
be told well. It should be analyzed and studied by social
scientists and taught in
schools and churches.
Politicians and lawmakers
shouldn’t ignore it is part of
our society and everyone
should take an active interest in learning about how it
affects our daily culture.
If you look around, you’ll find
religion everywhere. But as
we’re learning and studying,
we have to be able to discuss
it in a non-aggressive format
that allows both parties to
agree to disagree. I recognize
that I, too, can do a better job
at this, and probably should
have with the lawyer. I can accept that I don’t know everything, and I have to be more
open to listening to ideas I
don’t agree with.
If for no other reason, I can
at least say I’m familiar with
their point of view. So, fine,
the lawyer doesn’t see the
validity of religion journalism and isn’t familiar with
religious trends in society.
He incorrectly uses the term
agnosticism and will fight to
the death to defend his understanding of everything.
But my job isn’t to convince everyone I’m right.
My job is to convince people
to think.
And most women know
how hard it can be to convince some people to think
(insert giggle-redirect here).
Jennifer Preyss is a reporter for the Victoria
Advocate. You can reach
her at 361-580-6535 or
jlpreyss@vicad.com or
on Twitter
@jenniferpreyss

VOICES OF FAITH

Religion isn’t meant to be all ‘feel good,’ is it?
THE KANSAS CITY STAR/MCT

Worship God first: The
Rev. R.L. Baynham, pastor
of Metropolitan Baptist
Church,
Kansas
City,
Kansas: Religion is hard to
define, and therein is the
problem. Man sees religion
in many different ways and
cultures. As Christians we
see the mandates of the
Bible as the source of our
practice and worship. It
teaches that the right relationship with God is redemptive. It teaches that the right
relationship with our fellow
man is beneficial. It teaches
that the right relationship
with nature is rewarding. We
spend a lifetime trying to
make it balance. We should
spend all of our time making
those relationships work.
When we view the “feel
good” side, we are looking
for a self-satisfying experience. What the Bible teaches is that the worship of God
should be predominating in
the life of an individual.
Many examples from the
Bible teach us that God desires our life to reflect good
moral standards. God wants

man to see him as the one
who provides and grants
privileges. We are drawn to
God and we worship him.
We should look for more
than just feeling good. We
should be informed and instructed in life. We should
be warned of the consequences of our choices. We
can live better lives as we
become committed to the
ways of his word.
We should be kind to others first: Lama Chuck
Stanford, Rime Buddhist
Center & Monastery: Feeling good can come from different sources, but generally
all fall within one of two categories. The first category,
known as hedonistic pleasures, is the one we are
most familiar with, such as
material possessions, money, cars or even a beautiful
day. In today’s age of pervasive media, we are constantly bombarded by messages
that tell us we will be happy
only if we have the latest
gadget. There is nothing
wrong with hedonistic pleasure, as long as we recognize that they are imperma-

nent and will not last.
Another way to state your
question is: “What are the
sources of genuine happiness?” Most religions emphasize ethical conduct,
kindness, compassion and
being of benefit to others as
sources of genuine pleasure.
Genuine happiness comes
only from within. The
8th-century Indian saint
Shantideva said, “All those
who suffer in the world do
so because of a desire for
their own happiness. All
those happy in the world are
so because of their desire
for the happiness of others.”
Therefore, regardless of
your faith, what is most important when searching for
genuine happiness is being
a kind, compassionate person while trying your best to
be of benefit to others. In
the words of the Dalai
Lama, “My religion is compassion.” If you allow kindness and compassion to be
your religion, then you will
not only feel good, but you
will also have found genuine
happiness.

JOSH MORGAN/
VICTORIA ADVOCATE

The Rev.
Charles D.
Stephens
delivers a
sermon at John
Wesley United
Methodist
Church.
Stephens joined
John Wesley
July 1 and is
the church’s
first
African-American
pastor.

DIVERSITY: Pastor highlights goals to accomplish
CONTINUED FROM E1
But Stephens said moving
to Victoria wasn’t initially on
his radar, and he certainly
wasn’t aiming to make
racial history at the church.
But if his presence at the
church ignites diversity,
he’ll take it, he said.
“I pray a long time about
the decision to take an appointment. It’s not always
about the size of the church,
or the location, or the money. I want to go where God
leads me,” he said. “Since I
introduced myself to the
congregation, everyone has
been open and accepting
and told me they’re glad we
came.”
It isn’t the first time
Stephens has challenged
racial norms in the church –
which continue to remain
overwhelmingly segregated
nationwide, according to The
Hartford Institute for Religion Research.
Since graduating the United Theological Seminary in
Ohio in 2002, Stephens has
worked
in
historically
African-American churches,
as well as racially diverse
bodies, and has twice been
appointed
the
first
African-American pastor to
lead Anglo-dominant congregations.
“Sometimes you have to
put people of different races
in these scenarios” for
racial change to occur. “You

have to be intentional about
it,” he said, mentioning the
increase in African-American attendance in an Anglo-dominant
Methodist
Church in Ohio, where he
was formerly employed. “I
would like to see more diversity, but you just have to
go with the flow. What we
tell folks is that we want to
be
united
with
other
Methodists in the United
Methodist Church.”
The Hartford Institute
claims multiracial congregations are rare in American society. Racially segregated churches make up
less than 10 percent of
Christian churches, though
Catholic bodies are three
times more likely to be
racially diverse than Protestant congregations, which
includes the Methodist denomination.
But the Rev. Terrence
Hayes, Victoria District superintendent for the Southwest Texas Conference,
said the people of John Wesley are progressive and
seeking primarily to be in
an environment of Christian
love.
“When we brought up the
issue of race with the
church, they didn’t think
twice about it,” Hayes said.
“They said they wanted a
pastor who was community
oriented, could preach well
and would love them.”
Hayes said the Southwest

Texas Conference’s Bishop
Jim Dorff promotes the idea
of racial unity among
Methodist churches, supporting intentional decisions to create diverse congregations when possible.
“The United Methodist
church has always had an
openness for African Americans and (Anglos) and even
Hispanics to get along. I am
the third African-American
district superintendent for
the 52 churches in the Victoria District and have always been received as family,” Hayes said. “We feel
like John Wesley and the
community is ready to deal
with cross racial issues.”
While settling in to his new
role in the church, Stephens
has already highlighted
goals he intends to accomplish during his tenure, including
advancing
the
church’s presence in the
community and growing the
congregation both spiritually and numerically.
And as long as Stephens is
guiding the ship, all are welcome, he said.
“I’m a whosoever-will person. I’m a let-them-come person. I will never deny any person here, whatever race; gay,
homeless, whatever. If they
come to seek God, they are
welcome,” he said. “I’m about
relationships. At the end of
the day, I want to make sure
you really know Jesus Christ
as your personal savior.”
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TREND

‘Nones’ on
the rise

Religiously
unaffiliated fastest
growing religious
group in US
BY JENNIFER PREYSS
JLPREYSS@VICAD.COM

When Allison Besio was a
child, she and her family clung
tightly to the Lutheran faith tradition.
She attended church weekly
and served alongside the clergy
as an altar girl at Trinity
Lutheran Church.
God was then synonymous
with Christianity, church attendance, and a divine Jesus.
But as she grew in adolescence and began dating a legalistic Baptist, her ideas about
Christianity and faith observance expanded beyond the
Protestant-Lutheran checkbox.
“I’m not saying anything bad
about the Baptist church, but I
had an issue with someone
telling me and others I was going
to hell because I didn’t believe in
God,” said Besio, 27, who works
as a therapist for the Devereux
Foundation. “I have friends who
are Druids, some worship Buddha, others were Hindus. Were
they all going to hell?”
Besio said her friends, who
represented a variety of faith
ideologies, were God-fearing in
their own way. They also lived,
in her opinion, more righteous
lives than many of her Christian friends.
“I didn’t feel comfortable believing that those good people
are going to hell,” she said,
mentioning her years of spiritual seeking before electing to
drop her Lutheran title. “I realized the things I was taught as a
child, I didn’t believe anymore.”
These days, Besio has adopted a more open notion of faith
and spirituality, to which she
credits her stepmother, an affirmed atheist.
So, while maintaining a real
connectedness with God and
the cosmos, Besio chooses to
remain outside any defined religious identity. When people ask
about her faith, she replies, “I
don’t affiliate with a religion.”
Besio is a “None,” or a religiously unaffiliated person,
which
the
Washington
D.C.-based Pew Forum on Religious and Public Life recently
determined to be one of the
fastest
growing
religious
groups in the United States.
Since 2007, the religiously unaffiliated Nones have jumped in
numbers from about 15 percent
to about 20 percent of U.S. adults
– or about 33 million people who
describe their faith as having no
particular religious affiliation.
The study also indicates that
Americans are moving away
from mainstream religion and
traditional ideas of what it
means to be religious and a
member of a church.
Of the 2,973 adults who made
up Pew’s sample group in June
28 to July 9 this year, 958 respondents said they chose to
remain without a religious identity; 327 claimed an atheist or
agnostic belief system and 631
were “nothing in particular.”
Overwhelmingly, the Nones –
which makes up about one-fifth
of the American public and
one-third of adults 30 and
younger – are God-believing
and, therefore, not evenly secular. About one-in-five Nones
pray every day, and many believe churches do benefit society through strengthening
community bonds and participating in charity work, such as
aiding the poor.
Nones also tend to be white,
politically
liberal
and
non-faith-seeking, as in, they
are not seeking to affiliate with
any specific religion. They are
content being undefined and
without a specific title.
“For me, that’s spot on,” said
Besio. “I would say that’s a
pretty accurate picture of what
I am. Maybe not in this area because Victoria is highly religious, but I can see that in a bigger picture that would be pretty
true.”
Another religiously unaffiliat-
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OCEANS FOR EMOTIONS

Get better so you don’t get worse
“To every thing there is a season
and a time to every purpose under the Heaven.”

softly. I think that they
should change like presidents and give us fisher– Ecclesiastes 3:1
men three
good nights of
debating
The seasons have
about which
changed, so I switched
season we
reels. Without a conscious
want next.
thought, I left my light sumThe only way
mer rig in the car and got
I can truly tell
out my heavier winter reel
ELAINE
it is no longer
to fish. The summer season
summer is
had slipped so silently away
that I had scarcely seen it
OCEANS FOR that I instincpassing.
EMOTIONS tively switch
reels, corks
To me, the seasons should
and baits. I’ve always wonshift more drastically and
dered how the “normal”
not shuffle in and out so

WHEAT

SERMON

Discover God’s greatness
From the dawn of human
time, man has sought to
discover truth. From the
most simple to the most
complex, his search has
continued.
Through his
efforts, man
has discovered the usefulness of fire,
the necessity
of food, and
SHAN
we could go
on and on.
SATURDAY Another thing
SERMON
that man has
discovered,
which will serve as the gist
of this article, is the greatness of God.
Down through the ages
man has realized, in a human-limited way, the greatness of God. Yet, in reality,
God’s greatness is beyond
human comprehension, and
any attempt to describe His
greatness is an exercise in
futility.
Concepts such as omnipotence and omnipresence
are difficult to pronounce
much less comprehend. To
say that God is awesome,
powerful and glorious actually fails to truly capture
how awesome, powerful
and glorious God actually
is.
It is impossible for us to
put into words characteristics to describe a God who
knows the composition of
every atom, the number of
grains of sand upon every
shore and the exact number of all the stars in the
universe. Is it possible to
comprehend the power of
God who spoke and the
universe was created? Who
simply mouthed the words,
“Let there be light,” and
there was light? It is im-

JACKSON

possible to comprehend a
God who sees every sparrow that falls and knows
the intent of every heart, as
well as every thought of every human being. Concepts
like eternity, creation and
such escape our ability to
understand. Perhaps the
best way to sum up a description of God is to say
He is indescribable and incomparable (at some point
we discover that words are
not enough). Human wisdom and ability is never
sufficient when the discussion concerns our God.
That is why we must be
firmly grounded in God’s
written Word. Even though
we cannot fully comprehend the greatness of God,
we can still know Him.
There is, however, a word
that best and most adequately describes the
greatness and might of our
God. The word is “Love.”
The most complete way to
describe our indescribable
Father is to reference our
ancient brother, the apostle
John, and say, “God is
love” (1 John 4:8). And,
concerning God’s Son, we
find, “greater love has no
one than this, that he lay
down his life for his
friends” (John 15:13). God
sent His only Son Jesus to
give His life for us. We may
never fully understand that,
but we can certainly take
advantage of it. So, perhaps
we cannot completely describe the greatness of
God, but we can know Him,
and, like the psalmist we
can say, “... What god is
great like our God?”
Shan Jackson is the
pastor of Port Lavaca
Church of Christ.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Catholic War Veterans

people know when the seasons come and go.
Seasons are so symbolic
of this life, for many things
creep up on us as we age.
What day does one get
wrinkles or gray hair?
When does our long-term
memory start working better than our short-term
memory and exactly when
do we ladies only have to
shave our legs once a
month, or once a season if
its winter? When does a boy
become a man and does he
ever stay that way? But the
scariest question of all is,

when do we change from
behaving a certain way to
actually being that way?
A poem titled, “The Children” says:
“An old man once asked a
boy what he was going to
be when he got big.
The boy thought a while
and replied; I don’t know for
sure, Probably what I am
now, only more so.”
Dear Lord, I know that
destinies can happen before we know it. Help me
to daily decide to be better or I’ll be worse.

COMMUNITY NEWS
TDECU hosts
essay contest
FROM A NEWS RELEASE

In celebration of International Credit Union Week
TDECU is hosting member
appreciation events in its
branches, including offering
an essay contest with monetary rewards for its
youngest members.
For members, ages 13 to 18
years of age, TDECU is
hosting an essay contest in
which entrants are asked to
write a 250 word response to
the topic “What is the Difference Between a Credit
Union and A Bank.”
A total of six winners will
be chosen, and each will be
awarded a $250 cash prize
that will be deposited into a
TDECU account.
The deadline to enter is
Nov. 9. Winners will be notified the week of Nov. 19. Official rules and directions for
submitting entries to the essay contest can be found at
TDECU.org.

today to raise money for
needed equipment, such as
a fire hose and nozzles.
Fried catfish, beans,
coleslaw, hush puppies and
tea will be served from 4
TO 6 p.m. for $7 a plate.
There will be a Halloween
Costume Contest for both
adults and children at 6:15
p.m. with trophies going to
first through third place for
adults and children.
For more information,
contact Donny Denton at
281-948-1925.

Club hears program
on foot warmers
FROM A NEWS RELEASE

Laureate Alpha Omicron
Chapter of Beta Sigma Phi
met recently in the home
of Anne Roddy with
Frances Smith presiding.
Co-hostesses were Susana Moya, Betty Mercer
and Joann Locher.
Marilyn Logan introduced Bettye Pribyl, who
presented the program on
foot warmers. Pribyl displayed some of her favorite
foot warmers from the collection. Prices ranged from
$15 to $500. Some were
FROM A NEWS RELEASE
from France, England and
New England. Some were
The Coastal Bend Habitat
Education Program unveiled made from metal, some
from wood, which were
“Wildlife in Focus VI, The
beautifully carved, and
Spirit of the Wild,” showcasing more than 250 award-win- some were ceramic. The
metal and wood warmers
ning images from the 2011
were heated with coals
Coastal Bend Wildlife Photo
and the ceramic with hot
contest on Oct. 6, at the Caewater. The warmers were
sar Kleberg Wildlife Reused in the 1800s to early
search Center in Kingsville.
This sixth book of the series 1900s. One wooden one
had 1873 carved on it.
captures an intimate and
Committee reports were
artistic view of South Texas
wildlife seen through the eyes given. Toiletries were colof over 65 photographers and lected for Perpetual Help
landowners who participated Home.
Members were asked to
in the 2011 Coastal Bend
sign up for the citywide
Wildlife Photo Contest.
Halloween Bunco Party,
Counties included in the
which was Oct. 25 at at the
2011 Coastal Bend Wildlife
Locher home. Costumes
Photo Contest are Aransas,
Bee, Calhoun, Dewitt, Duval, were encouraged.
Goliad, Jim Wells, Karnes,
Kleberg, Lavaca, Live Oak,
McMullen, Nueces, Refugio,
San Patricio and Victoria.
Wildlife in Focus VI, The
Spirit of the Wild is available FROM A NEWS RELEASE
The Pleasant Green Extenfor purchase online at
sion Education Club recentwildlifephotocontest.com or
by calling 361-881-9316. They ly met at the home of Jessie
Brigham, publicity chairare also available as classwoman, at 3008 Robin Lane.
room sets through our KritThe meeting was called to
ter 4 Kids program which includes a TEKS-approved sci- order at 2 p.m. There was a
reading of the Tafce Creed
ence curriculum.
and a prayer, followed by roll
For information about the
Coastal Bend Wildlife Photo call. Six members were present. Attending members
Contest, visit wildlifephotoanswered the question,
contest.com or call Patti
Young, executive director, at “Where were you born?”
A county extension report
361-881-9316.
was given by Alice Ferguson, president. A program
on Secuicles was presented
by Oleen Foley.
Ferguson adjourned the
FROM A NEWS RELEASE
meeting.
The Austwell Volunteer
Fire Department will be holding their annual Fish Fry and
Halloween Costume Contest
in Wilson Heard Park on Vandenberge Street in Austwell

Education program
unveils photo book

Extension Education
Club hosts meeting

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
BY MARVIN
LOCKHART

Newly installed
2012-13
Auxiliary
President Lupe
Martinez and
Cmdr. Tom
Tunchez
address the
membership of
the Catholic
War Veterans,
St. Johns Post
1269 for the
first time. If you
are interested in
joining an active
group in your
community,
contact Tunchez
at
361-573-0981.

Austwell Volunteer Fire
Department hosts fish fry

NONES: Religion is personal
CONTINUED FROM E1
ed Victoria man, Mark Garcia, said he, too, is highly spiritual, but rejects a religious
identity.
Garcia, 40, said he believes
he can gain knowledge and
spiritual connectedness from
all the world’s religions and
has gained knowledge and
growth from the practices of
Native American shamanism, Taoism, Hinduism, Buddhism and Christianity.
“All the religious traditions
in the world have something I
can benefit from,” said Garcia, a self-employed printing
owner. “All these religious
words that have been spoken
throughout the world are basically the same, they’re just
spoken in different forms.
People come to their own
beliefs in God in different
ways.”
Garcia said he defines God
as pure love and energy and
has varying ideas of the afterlife.
“It’s hard to define that
which is undefinable. You can
see God in your children’s
eyes or when somebody is
helping another person,” he
said. “A lot of times I won’t
even say God. I’ll say Goddess, energy, universe. God is
basically anything and everything as well as nothing.”
Garcia isn’t surprised in the
Pew numbers indicating a
rise in the Nones group in
American society. He believes it’s symptomatic of a
more informed people who
are choosing to challenge the
faith traditions of the earlier
generations.
“I’ve seen a lot of the

younger generation become
disassociated with the brick
and mortar establishment. I
feel that people are getting
away from the dogma of religion, no matter if it’s Islam or
Christian or any other one,”
he said. “Everybody is going
to have a variation of what God
and divinity is to them ... in our
world, a lot of people are lost.
Their eyes are still closed.”
Both Garcia and Besio are
content in their spiritual assignments and are not necessarily interested in convincing others to join their detachment from faith traditions. They believe religion is
personal, and a person’s faith
identity is molded by each individual.
“Within myself, I became a
spiritual person and I developed a code of morality. I feel
like I’m a good person. I’m a
dependable friend. I’m a
moral person. I try to do the
right thing. Who am I to say
that some religions are right
and others are not?” she said.
“It kind of bothers me when
people try to put a label on
what I am. I’m not seeking a
label. It’s more about spirituality.”

