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‘War Horse’ and
Sheryl Crow are
coming to
Wharton.
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Venue has
hot tickets
for its 30th
anniversary.
LIFE 1C

MSU FOOTBALL: DEFENSE DOMINATES FIRST SCRIMMAGE. PAGE 1D

POLICE BUDGET HEARING

Lansing
to present
spending
specifics
Lindsay VanHulle
lvanhulle@lsj.com

Most of the share of the $7.6
million voter-approved millage
for Lansing’s police and fire departments in Mayor Virg Bernero’s proposed 2013 budget would
cover such things as health care
and
pension
costs,
rather
than more offi- WHAT’S
cers
on
the NEXT
street.
The Lansing City
From
the
Council will hold
start, Bernero
a budget hearsaid he intended
ing for the
to use millage
Lansing Police
funds to prevent
Department at
future cuts to the
5:30 p.m. Mondepartments.
day at City Hall,
Thirty-six police
124 W. Michigan
officers and 11
Ave. The meetfirefighters
ing will precede
were laid off and
the formal 7
two fire stations
p.m. council
were closed this
session. Budget
year.
hearings will
His budget
resume afterrecommendaward with the
tion for the fiscal
city’s human
year that starts
resources and
July 1 does, in
finance departfact,
increase
ments.
overall spending
for both departments. No additional cuts are expected, and seven police officers
will be recalled to work.
What is clear is that most of
the new millage revenue will be
used for health care, pensions,
energy and other public safety
costs. What the city won’t say is
how much of the money it plans
to spend on each of those things.
Of the $2.9 million in millage
dollars budgeted for each of the

Fardowsa Omar, 13, laughs as she picks up cousin Muniira Barre, 7, after Friday prayers at the Wali Mahmoud Islamic Center. ROD SANFORD/LSJ

EVOLUTION of a Lansing

MOSQUE
How a neighborhood CORNER STORE
became a NATION OF ISLAM temple,
and a Sunni MOSQUE and its U.S.-born
congregation became INTERNATIONAL

Worshippers, including Muhammad Qawwee (center), greet each other with hugs and
handshakes after Friday prayers at Lansing’s Wali Mahmoud Islamic Center.
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The building was a corner market
once, tucked among the houses on the
city’s west side, but the shelves of fruits
and vegetables and the meat counter are
long gone.
What was once the storefront is
sealed up, wrapped with battered white
siding. There is a hand-painted sign on
the back that says “Masjid Wali Mahmoud.” Inside, 17 men were seated on
pale green-blue carpeting, gathered for
prayer under fluorescent
lights.
ONLINE
It was the Friday of the
big lottery jackpot. In the
Go to
world beyond the walls, the
LSJ.com to
day was percolating with
view more
half-billion-dollar dreams.
photos of
Anthony Weatherspoon had
the Islamic
intended to talk about somecenter.
thing else, but, as he told his
small congregation “we
always ask Allah for inspiration.”
“There is a frenzy out there to go out
and buy a lottery ticket,” he said. “Is it
tempting? Yes. They make it tempting.
It’s the glitter. It’s that hope. It’s that
wish that you win, one in a hundred and
some million chances of winning. What
does it tell us in the Quran? We are not
immune to the temptation.”
Weatherspoon is a retired forest
products specialist with the state of
Michigan, a big-framed man who grew

SPEEDREADS

A daily feed of top headlines
MORE AT WWW.LSJ.COM

NATION & WORLD

Severe weather aims
at nation’s midsection

OMAHA, Neb. — Forecasters on
Saturday warned residents across
the Midwest to brace for “life
threatening” weather as baseballsized hail fell in Nebraska and tornadoes were spotted in Kansas and
Oklahoma. — Page 12A

Secret Service puts 11
on leave for misconduct

CARTAGENA, Colombia — An
embarrassing scandal involving
prostitutes and Secret Service agents
deepened Saturday as 11 agents
were placed on leave. — Page 7A

LOCAL & STATE

Cyber bill under fire

A proposal by Rep. Mike Rogers,
R-Howell, to combat cyberattacks is
getting plenty of support in Congress and the private sector — but
plenty of opposition from critics
who say it threatens privacy rights.
— Page 2B

See MOSQUE, Page 5A
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MUHAMMAD QAWWEE: “It didn’t give us the full Islam, but it was leading us on the path toward Islam.”

EVOLUTION OF A LANSING MOSQUE

TIMELINE
Nation of Islam

1929

Earl Little, a field organizer
for Marcus Garvey’s Universal Negro Improvement
Association, moves his family to Lansing. His son, Malcolm Little, who would
become Malcolm X, was 4.

1930

Wallace D. Fard, a peddler
whose origins are uncertain,
founds the Lost-Found
Nation of Islam in Detroit,
teaching that American
blacks were members of the
lost tribe of Shabazz, stolen
by traders from Mecca 379
years before and that they
must regain their religion,
which was Islam. Fard would
choose a Georgia-born
skilled laborer named Elijah
Poole as his “supreme minister,” giving him the name
Elijah Muhammad.

1931

Earl Little is run over by a
streetcar at Michigan Avenue and Detroit Street and
dies. Rumor holds that he
was murdered by the Black
Legion, a local white supremacist group.

1934
Fatima Mberwa (left), 6, and Zaituh Mussa, 5, study Arabic at the Wali Mahmoud Islamic Center last month. KEVIN W. FOWLER/FOR THE LANSING STATE JOURNAL

Mosque
Continued from Page 1A

up on a farm in Cass County, the imam
here for the past dozen years. The wonders
of the natural world and the science of
plants have a way of popping up in his
preaching, woven in among moral teachings that make much of reliance on God
and working to build the community.
“It tells us in the Quran, gambling only
benefits a few, but it is a harm to many,”
Weatherspoon continued. “Right now,
we’re saying this half a billion dollars is
going to benefit either one or very few and
many who should not be spending those
dollars are buying lottery tickets. That
money is gone ... Give it to someone who
needs that dollar. You’d be better blessed
and you’d be better off.”
Most of the men listening in respectful
silence had come to Lansing as refugees,
escaping a brutal civil war in Somalia.
Others were men like Weatherspoon,
who once had an X in his name.
Worshippers leave after Friday prayers at the Wali Mahmoud Islamic Center on April 6. The center
This place used to be Nation of Islam
is in a small converted corner store and was formerly a Nation of Islam Temple. ROD SANFORD/LSJ
Temple No. 16. From the winter of 1969 to
the middle of the 1970s, the men and womboard with the sun, moon and stars of the
been vindicated myself and Emmett Till
en who came here heard a message of
Nation’s flag on one side and a cross on the
had been vindicated.”
black glorification and white demonizaother, with a picture of a black man hangThere was a lineage to what she heard.
tion, of self-sufficiency, self-discipline and
ing from a tree.
Malcolm and Philbert’s father, Earl Little,
self-love, framed by a reading of Islam
It was “a time of black awareness,” he
was a field organizer for Marcus Garvey’s
that would have been only thinly recognizsaid. Students were coming from Michigan
Universal Negro Improvement Association
able to the rest of the Muslim world.
State. There were meetings where they
when he brought their family here in 1929.
The change began in 1975 with the death
filled the temple to the walls.
In his autobiography, Malcolm recalled the
of the Nation of Is“During the civil rights days, you had to
meetings held in
lam’s leader, Eljiah
have some other alternative,” said Qawpeople’s living
Muhammad. By the
wee, a genial man, retired now after 23
rooms, his father
following year, his son
years as a corrections officer in Jackson.
preaching that “the
and successor, Wal“You couldn’t just continue to turn the
hour of Africa’s relace D. Muhammad,
other cheek and let them sic dogs on you.
demption” was comhad changed the name
They used to turn water hoses on our peoing like a storm,
of the movement to
ple just because they tried to register to
closing with the
the World Community
vote. You were supposed to have been free,
phrase “Up, you
of al-Islam in the West
but they did not let you have a real, true
mighty race, you can
and pushed his followfreedom.”
accomplish what you
ers toward a more
Elam Muhammad first came through
will!”
traditional and racialthe doors in 1971. He was a history major
At around the
ly tolerant form of
at MSU, “but the history I was getting was
same time, one of the
Islam.
the history of white America, really,” he
earliest groups to
Those at Lansing
said.
link American blacks
temple who followed
At the temple, “they start talking about
with Islam made a
him, and many did
having a knowledge of self, saying we
fleeting appearance
not, would learn to be
were more than slaves that were brought
here. The Moorish
Sunni Muslims. And,
over here and black Sambos and all that
Science Temple of
Imam Anthony Weatherspoon leads worship
decades on, when
stuff. I learned more in two or three
America, which beduring Friday prayers at the Wali Mahmoud
their numbers had
months than I learned in four years of
Islamic Center on the west side. ROD SANFORD/LSJ lieved blacks were
dwindled, they would
college about my own self.”
an “Asiatic” people
welcome among them a group of immiMuhammad became an assistant minisdescended from Moroccans and taught a
grants who had carried their faith across
ter and later, after things had changed, the
version of Islam cobbled together from the
an ocean, who would bring children and a
imam at the Lahoma Street mosque, a posiQuran, the Bible and Western esoteric
spark of new life.
tion he held from 1978 until he departed
traditions, had a temple in 1928 in a house
for Chicago in 2000. He would come to
at 910 William St. It doesn’t seem to have
EMMETT TILL
reject some of what he learned in those
lasted long. The 1930 city directory lists
Kareemah Hasan was 12 the summer
first few months.
the building as vacant.
Emmett Till died. Till was a black boy from
“It was actually taught that the white
But 1955 was a different time, a year of
Chicago, not much older than her. While
man was the devil and the black man was
outrage over Till’s murder, of the bus boyvisiting relatives in Mississippi, he whisGod,” he said. “It was reverse psychology,
cott in Montgomery, Ala., the year the civil
tled at a white woman in a country store on
and I swallowed it hook, line and sinker in
rights movement coalesced into something
a dare, maybe asked her for a date. A few
1971 ... My mind was not big enough to see
bigger than the sum of its parts. The Nanights later, two white men pulled Till
past it.”
tion of Islam was born in Detroit in the
from his bed, beat him beyond recognition,
The members who came up through the
early 1930s, but fractured after the disapshot him and dumped his body in the TallaNation of Islam have a measured way of
pearance of its founder, Wallace Fard, in
hatchie River.
talking about the past, careful to acknowl1934. It had remained a small and marginal
“I was so hurt, I cried,” Hasan said. She
edge what they now see as excesses and
movement, little known outside the counwas sitting over a cup of coffee at a Tim
theological errors, but reluctant to reject
try’s urban centers. That was about to
Horton’s on the city’s south side, rememthe movement that built them up and
change.
bering the summer of 1955 and how she
brought them into the fold of Islam.
Temple No. 16 was established that year
came to the Nation of Islam.
“It didn’t give us the full Islam, but it
in an open, rectangular room above a soul
“I felt downtrodden,” she said. “I felt
was leading us on the path toward Islam,”
food restaurant called the I & H Grill at
like our race was immaterial. We were
Qawwee said. “It was a social movement
corner of Main and Division streets. Philunimportant. I felt like we were nonexisthat really came to eradicate a lot of the
bert Little would be its minister.
tent as far as the white race was concerned
bad habits our people had, some of the
ON THE PATH TOWARD ISLAM
and that we were persecuted for no reason,
superstitions our people had. It was someBy the time Muhammad Qawwee arand I wondered why we were hated.”
thing that was designed to clean our people
rived at Michigan State University in 1967
She had an uncle, Simon Diab, and he
up, make them more productive and better
with a name he hadn’t yet changed and
had friends: a man who had been called
citizens here in the United States, and it
fresh memories of the Detroit riots, the
Malcolm Little when he was growing up in
worked.”
site of that first temple was underneath
Lansing but was Malcolm X by then, and
The Nation of Islam forbade its memthe pavement of Interstate 496.
his brother Philbert. When Malcolm came
bers to drink, smoke, gamble or use drugs.
It had moved for a time to Philbert’s
through Lansing, the three men would go
It promoted economic self-sufficiency,
house on South Butler Street. Philbert left
door to door in the city spreading the
hard work, education, strong families,
to become the minister in Detroit, and then
teachings of the Nation of Islam. And they
dietary reform, strict gender roles.
it wasn’t operating at all.
taught her to see things differently.
It kept believers busy: temple meetings
Qawwee joined the Nation in 1968, took
“When I came into the Nation and
on Sundays, Wednesdays and Fridays,
the name he was born with and “threw it in
learned that we were a proud and good
men’s and women’s classes on Saturdays,
the river.” He was part of the group that
people and we had a decent background
an expectation that the men, at least, would
made a temple out of the storefront at
and we were indeed of the human race, I
Lahoma and Ionia streets, set up the blackfelt a lot better,” she said. “I felt like I had
See MOSQUE, Page 6A

Fard vanishes, and his followers split over who should
succeed him, with many
leaving the movement.
Muhammad, who had relocated to Chicago, would
spend many years traveling
like an itinerant evangelist.

1948

Malcolm Little, in prison for
larceny and breaking and
entering in Massachusetts,
receives a letter from his
brother, Philbert, saying that
he and other family members had converted to Islam.
Malcolm was initially dismissive, but soon became a
devoted follower of the
Nation of Islam.

1955

Temple No. 16 opens in
Lansing on the second floor
of a building at the corner
of Main and Division streets.
Philbert Little is its minister.
Malcolm is now a minister
with Temple No. 7 in Harlem, but travels frequently,
sometimes to Lansing. The
site of the building now lies
under Interstate 496.

1960S

Temple No. 16 operates out
of Philbert Little’s house at
408 S. Butler St., then closes
for a time. The house has
since been torn down.

1964

Malcolm X breaks with the
Nation, in part because of
the revelation that
Elijah Muhammad
had fathered
children
with several
of his secreMalcolm X
taries. He
begins to
move toward orthodox Islam
and makes
the Hajj, the
pilgrimage
Elijah
Muhammad to Mecca.

1965

Malcolm X is shot to death
on the stage of the Audubon Ballroom in New York.
Three members of the Nation of Islam are convicted.

1969

Nation of Islam members in
Lansing reopen Temple No.
16 in a former corner store
at 235 Lahoma St. Philbert,
now minister of Temple No.
1 in Detroit, returns to
preach in Lansing.

1975

Elijah Muhammad dies on
Feb. 25. The next day, his
son, Wallace D. Muhammad,
later Warith D. Muhammed,
becomes leader. Over the
next year, he would change
the name of the organization to the World Community of al-Islam in the West
and push his followers toward a more traditional and
racially tolerant form of
Islam. The changes would
ultimately split the movement. The Lansing temple,
which never had more than
a few dozen members, saw
perhaps half of them drift
away. It would soon become
a Sunni Muslim mosque and
be renamed the Wali Mahmoud Islamic Center.

www.lsj.com
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IMAM ANTHONY WEATHERSPOON: “We don’t know who Allah brings through the door.”

EVOLUTION OF A LANSING MOSQUE

Mosque

Continued from Page 5A

get out on the street in a suit and tie to
sell the Muhammad Speaks newspaper.
“If they had hate in their heart, they
found enough of that,” said Weatherspoon, who was living in Colorado when
he joined the Nation. “If they wanted to
find a good path and how to improve
themselves, that’s what they found.”

SUCCESSION, ACCEPTANCE

Elijah Muhammad died in late February 1975. The day was Savior’s Day, a
holiday commemorating the birth of
Wallace Fard. Qawwee was in Chicago
for the celebration. He saw Wallace D.
Muhammad become the movement’s
new leader, saw him lifted up on the
shoulders of the Nation’s other ministers.
His elevation wasn’t a foregone conclusion. He had been excommunicated
from the Nation and reinstated several
times for dissident views. But Qawwee
said he accepted Muhammad from the
Worshippers greet each other with hugs and handshakes after Friday prayers at the Wali
start.
Mahmoud Islamic Center. ROD SANFORD/LANSING STATE JOURNAL
“It was always told in the Nation of
mad.
Islam that the one coming behind the
said.
By the late 1970s, they no longer
Hon. Elijah Muhammad would make
There were three dozen children
would be part of a movement, but an
things new,” he said. “I just realized
arrayed in small groups along the walls
independent mosque whose members
that was the time.”
of the mosque’s main room with noteWallace Muhammad would reject his considered themselves followers of
books and copies of the Quran, three
Wallace Muhammad, who had changed
father’s teachings about race and the
adults teaching. This is what the
his name to Warith
belief that Fard had
mosque looks now on weekend mornMuhammed and taken ings: full, alive.
been God incarnate.
the title of imam.
He would emphasize
When Weatherspoon began attend“The Nation of
studying the Quran
ing the mosque in the mid-1980s, the
Islam did not suit us,
and fulfilling the five
congregation had perhaps a dozen
and we threw it in the
basic duties of Islam:
steady members, all of them Americantrash can,” Elam Mufaith, prayer five
born converts.
hammad said.
times daily, fasting
Immigrant Muslims would show up
“Then somebody
during Ramadan,
now and again, but by the early years of
new came along and
charity and pilgrimthe last decade, “we weren’t really
picked it up and they
age to Mecca. It
holding a lot of prayers here,” Weatherput on the dress, the
would split the movespoon said, “because we just didn't
mindset, of the Nation have the show-up.”
ment.
Qurans are stacked up after Friday
The Lansing temPeople would ask why they kept the
prayers at the Wali Mahmoud Islamic of Islam. It was too
small for us. We outple had never had
mosque open.
Center on the west side of Lansing.
grew it.”
more than a few doz“I said, ‘Well, we don’t know who
en members. Half of them drifted away
Allah brings through the door.’ ”
MOSQUE COMES TO LIFE
over the next few years, some followThe group of men who came through
ing Louis Farrakhan when he split off
the door four years ago were refugees
It was Saturday morning in late
and resurrected the Nation of Islam
from Somalia, there to ask if their comMarch. Marwa Adawe, 24 years old, a
along with Elijah Muhammad’s teachmunity might use the mosque for a
recent graduate of MSU in entomology,
ings, Kareemah Hasan among them.
weekend school. Weatherspoon said
a refugee from Somalia who had lived
Those who stayed talk about an evothey would be welcome.
most of her life in Michigan, was surlution of understanding.
“They said, ‘What are the rules?’ and
rounded by a small group of girls in
They had thought of themselves as
I said ‘The rules are ashhadu an la ilaha
brightly colored head scarves.
Muslims, but they were coming into
illa-Allah, wa ashhadu anna MuhamShe was teaching them Arabic, the
what Weatherspoon and Qawwee both
madan rasulullah.’ There is no god but
alphabet for the younger ones, and
called “the full Islam.” The chairs in
Allah, none worthy of worship except
verses from the Quran for the older
the mosque went out and carpeting
Allah, and Muhammad is his true sergirls.
came in. Their studies shifted from the
vant and messenger.”
“I decided to come in here last Rambooks of Elijah Muhammad to the Qur“And the next thing you know,”
adan and I saw the children, and I felt
an and the life of the Prophet MuhamWeatherspoon said, “we've got a full
like they needed a girl around,” Adawe

house.”
Somali refugees began arriving in
Lansing in 1993, shortly after the start
of the east African country’s civil war.
More than 1,000 have been resettled
here, though not all have stayed.
Among those who came to the
mosque were many who had been in the
country for years, become American
citizens, had children born in the U.S.
They were still bearing with them a
different culture, different traditions, a
different language. But a common
faith, said Mohamud Sheikh, a leader in
the Somali community, has been
enough of a common ground.
“If you become Muslim, it is easy to
talk to another Muslim. Culture is
something that doesn’t affect that. You
come here and the first thing you say is
‘As-salaam aleikum’ (Peace be upon
you) and ‘Wa’aleikum as-salaam’ (And
on you be peace). He knows that you’re
a Muslim.”

COMMUNITY GROWING

On a mild February day, the floors of
the mosque had been laid over with
long plastic table cloths. Aluminum foil
trays set up on a card table were brimming with spiced chicken and rice and
samosas.
Amid the chatter of the men and
boys — the women and girls were
crowded into two rooms in the back — a
young man stood up to make an appeal
for donations.
“Whatever you give, Allah will give
you more in return.”
The building on Lahoma Street has
come to seem small.
The talk this year has been about
finding a bigger one, one with a parking
lot, one that would have room for the
community that’s here now and new
members besides. There is a printout of
a real estate listing posted on a back
wall of the mosque, a former church in
south Lansing listed at $650,000. Next
to it, there is an account of donations
taken in over past three months, just a
few thousand dollars.
It’s not a lot of money, Sheikh said.
He was an accountant once for the
Somali government. “But when we go
out to the big community, maybe it will
happen. We are still just preparing
ourselves.”
But perhaps it’s the culmination of a
longer period of preparation, a decades-long opening out to the wider Muslim world that bore unexpected fruit.
The Somalis “brought a new life and
new spirit to the masjid,” Qawwee said,
using the Arabic word for mosque. “If
you come on the weekend and see the
children, this place is full.”
“That’s wonderful to see.” He was
smiling. “That’s the future.”

The Early College at LCC is now
enrolling non-public school students!
April 24, 2012—Parent/Student Informational Meeting
6:00-8:00 p.m.—611 Hagadorn Road, Mason
The program offers up to an associate degree, tuition free. This enrollment option is available for
students in home, private or parochial schools that are currently a resident of the Ingham ISD
service area and are on track to be junior status by June, 2012 as determined by the Michigan
Merit Curriculum requirements*. Students will attend class all day on LCC’s main campus and are
expected to complete the program in three years. After three years, they will have earned their
high school diploma, up to sixty college credits, an associate degree, or a technical certification,
tuition free.
Applications are due: May 15, 2012
For more information call 517.244.1287 or go to http:/inghamisd.org/schools/theearlycollege

The Early College @ LCC is an exciting partnership between Ingham Intermediate School District
(ISD) and Lansing Community College (LCC). *Academic eligibility will be determined based on a
review of classes and transcripts.
LJ-0100160904
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MEDAL COUNTS

Canton swimmer
Allison Schmitt snags latest
in team relay, Page 1B

4 MEDALS IN 4 DAYS

G

S

B

T

China

17

9

4

30

United States

12

8

9

29

2

4

11

17

Japan

HIGH PRAISE

Team USA gymnasts received a
call from President Barack
Obama — and a tweet from
Justin Bieber. Sports, Page 1B

68TH DISTRICT

7 Dems
vie to
succeed
Bauer
2 Republicans will
face off in primary
By Scott Davis
sedavis@lsj.com

But sales of the Buick Enclave, Chevrolet Traverse and
GMC Acadia — made at the
Lansing Delta Township assembly plant — tumbled. The
Traverse fared the worst, with
sales plummeting 59.8 percent.
Acadia sales fell 29.1 percent
and Enclave sales dropped
29 percent to 4,360.

The last time there was an
open seat in the state House
68th District, Griffin Rivers,
then chairman of the Ingham
County Democratic Party, was
surprised to see six Democrats
vie for the spot — twice as many
as he expected.
Six years lat2012
er, there are
ELECTION
seven Democrats competing to succeed
the winner of
that race, Rep.
Joan Bauer, in ONLINE
one of the most More election
crowded pri- coverage at
maries in mid- LSJ.com/
Michigan.
elections.
And Rivers
is among them.
On Aug. 7, Democratic voters will choose from a newcomer and six candidates with long
records of public service to fill
the two-year position representing the traditionally Democratic district.
The post, which pays $71,685
annually, represents Lansing
Township and portions of northern, southern, central and western Lansing.
In addition to Rivers, Democratic candidates include: Andy
Schor and Dale Copedge, both
Ingham County commissioners;
A’Lynne Robinson, Lansing city
councilwoman; Harold Leeman
Jr., former Lansing city councilman; Ted O’Dell, chairman of
the pro-casino Lansing Jobs Coalition; and Anne Clayton, a biology instructor at Lansing Community College.
Vying for the Republican
nod are Michael Wing, a recently unemployed compliance officer for a weatherization program, and retired firefighter
Timothy Moede, who lost to
Bauer in the 2010 House race.
While there is no obvious
frontrunner in the race, Schor,
who began his campaign the
earliest last year, is considered
to have the edge both in fundraising and in endorsements,
including winning a coveted
endorsement in July from Lan-

See GM, Page 2A

See ELECTION, Page 6A

Revival
Reunion

Families have gathered at Eaton Rapids Holiness
Camp Meeting for 127 years. For more photos go to
LSJ.com. MATTHEW DAE SMITH/FOR THE LANSING STATE JOURNAL

&

E. RAPIDS CAMP MEETING A TRADITION FOR 127 YEARS

By Matthew Miller
mrmiller@lsj.com

L

days and was starting to clean up as others lingered at
picnic tables in the camp’s small pavilion over plastic
cups of pink lemonade and iced tea. “It’s not too much to
go up to 100.”
The potluck doesn’t draw in as many new faces as it
once did. Have is long retired. The meal has become a
way to introduce new generations to old, to allow teenagers, who mostly stay in dorms and eat in the camp cafeteria, to mingle with the rest of the camp. But, these days,
new generations and spreading family trees are the lifeblood of this place.

ike so much else at the Eaton Rapids Holiness
Camp Meeting, the Thursday night potluck is family tradition and community tradition, all at once
and inseparably.
Begun four decades ago by the Rev. Milton Ten Have
and his wife, Mary, as a way to bring members of their
church to the oak-shaded grounds at a bend in the Grand
River during the annual mid-summer meeting, the responsibility for the pans of lasagna, gallons of fruit salad
and dozens of deviled eggs has been passed on to the
younger members of their growing clan.
“We feed 30 every meal,” said their daughter Katherine Haraburda. She had been cooking, on and off, for two

See CAMP, Page 2A

LACKLUSTER MONTH

GM sales slip in July, crossovers falter
But Lansing-made
CTS shows strength
By Lindsay VanHulle
lvanhulle@lsj.com

DETROIT — General Motors

Co.’s U.S. sales fell 6.4 percent
last month, something the carmaker blamed mainly on a
drop in sales to rental fleets.

GM reported Wednesday it
sold 201,237 vehicles in July,
down from 214,915 one year
earlier. Sales of locally made
crossovers dove, but the Lansing-made Cadillac CTS line
was a standout.
The Detroit automaker said
the Cadillac luxury division’s
sales climbed 20.7 percent last
month on the strength of the
CTS, Escalade, SRX and XTS.

SPEEDREADS

INSIDE

Shuttered GM plants in the area
could have future as ‘green’ sites.
Page 7B

The CTS line of sedans, coupes
and wagons, made at the Lansing Grand River assembly
plant, rose 6.6 percent. GM
does not break out sales for individual versions of the CTS.

MORE AT
WWW.LSJ.COM
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Camp
Continued from Page 1A

“We’ve got four generations in our family here,
from my parents down to
my youngest grandson
there and one in the belly,” Haraburda said, gesturing toward a small
blond boy in his mother’s
arms. She comes every
year from Indiana, other
members of the family
from Texas. “This is a
place where you can
interact as a family, and
it’s a very good spiritual
retreat, and passing it
from one generation to
another is probably one
of our biggest evangelism tools, to keep bringing them in and bringing
them up.”
There have been times
in the camp meeting’s
127-year history when
thousands flocked its
grounds in late July,
when the cottages that
form a partial ring
around the massive
wooden tabernacle were
filled and the campground besides.
Attendance is smaller
now — the nine-day meeting that concluded Sunday brought in somewhere shy of 300 — but
the roots run deeper. As
John Oswalt, president of
the Michigan State Holiness Association which
runs the camp, put it, “It
is those family connections that are keeping us
going.”
Those who have come
every summer for decades talk about the camp
meeting not only as a
time of religious renewal,
but as a time of reunion,
an anchor for extended
families that have dispersed across the country. Some of the camp
meeting’s leaders are
asking questions, perhaps not urgent but there
nonetheless, about
whether that will be

A couple walks to evening worship services recently at the Tabernacle on the grounds of the Eaton Rapids Holiness Camp
Meeting, along the banks of the Grand River in Eaton Rapids. MATTHEW DAE SMITH/FOR THE LANSING STATE JOURNAL

enough.

A shift in focus

John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, taught
that God’s grace can free
believers from both sin
and the temptation to sin,
but the doctrine of “entire sanctification” was
downplayed as Methodists made the transition
from religious upstarts to
mainstream denomination in the early 19th
century. The Holiness
movement was begun by
those who wanted to shift
the focus back to a personal experience of sanctification. After the organization of the National
Camp Meeting Association for the Promotion of
Holiness in Vineland, N.J.
in 1867, summer camp
meetings became a key
part of the movement.
The Eaton Rapids
camp was founded 18
years later. Today, the
yearly meetings bring in
Methodists and Wesleyans, members of the
Church of the Nazarene,
Pilgrim Holiness Church
and others. Oswalt described the essence of its
theology as “the understanding that salvation in

Wednesday’s lottery

Christ is not ultimately
about merely forgiveness
of sin. Salvation in Christ
is ultimately about becoming Christ-like and
living in an ongoing vital
relationship with him.”
The emphasis at the
camp, he said, is on “the
fruits of the spirit, that
what God is doing is indeed creating in us love,
patience, kindness, gentleness and so forth.” It
is about a Christianity
that is “internal and not
merely external.” He
insists that “there is still
a crying need for Christians to discover the fullness of what the Holy
Spirit can do in their
lives,” and that camp
meetings are still a valid
way to lead believers to
that discovery.
“Our biggest challenge at this present time
is to find pastors who are
convinced, as I am, of the
importance of this kind of
experience for their people,” he said.
While there are still
hundreds of camp meetings operating in the
United States, there has
been a general decline in
attendance since World
War II, said Keith Drury,

a retired religion professor at Indiana Wesleyan
University. Drury spent
much of the 1970s as the
Wesleyan Church’s director of camping, advising
camps on how they might
reconfigure themselves
for the future.
The reasons for that
erosion are as much mundane as spiritual, he said,
perhaps more. Camp
meetings were once “the
best thing going, especially since the average
local church ran less than
100 people.” People came
to see a kind of preaching
they couldn’t see elsewhere, to escape the heat
of the cities and towns.
Even the not-particularly
devout could enjoy a
cheap vacation with plenty of spectacle.
Everything from air
conditioning to megachurches to the difficulty
for some of getting away
for more than a week
each year have eaten
away their appeal, he
said, and if some have
experienced a renewal,
many others are on the
ropes.
“The supporters are
hoping something will
change and they will

thrive again,” he said.
“Often these camps forget they themselves
might need to be the ones
to change.”

GM

its products and like its
lineup, Andersson said.
That can lead to easier
buying decisions, she
said.

last year’s July sales numbers by at least18 percent,
owner Terry Hanks said,
but the month overall was
not as strong as June. Part
of that was attributed to a
smaller supply of latemodel vehicles, particularly the Chevrolet Malibu, that were discounted

Continued from Page 1A
» Midday Daily-3: 616

» Fantasy 5: 9, 14, 21, 33, 38

» Evening Daily-3:
551

Jackpot: $105,000
» Powerball: 3, 16, 48, 56, 58

» Midday Daily-4:
0553

Power Ball: 4
Wednesday’s jackpot: $158 million

» Evening Daily-4:
9893
» Classic Lotto 47:
1, 4, 21, 23, 25, 40
Jackpot: $1.05 million
» Keno: 3, 7, 17, 19, 25,
31, 32, 41, 44, 45, 47,
53, 56, 58, 61, 62, 65,
72, 73, 74, 78, 80

Tuesday’s results
» Mega Millions: 5, 18, 21, 29, 41
Mega Ball: 37

Megaplier: 3

Winners: None
Friday’s jackpot: $13 million
For lottery results 24 hours a day, call
335-5640.
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All three models also
are down year-to-date, although to a lesser degree.
Analysts say waning
interest in crossovers last
month can be partly explained by tempered confidence in the economy, a
scheduled rollout of new
models later this year —
the Enclave, Acadia and
Traverse are all scheduled for revamps — and a
lack of advertising that
resonates
emotionally
with consumers.
“In any segment anywhere you look, there’s
just competitive vehicles
and features, so it makes
the (purchasing) decision
all that more difficult,”
said Kristen Andersson, a
senior analyst at Santa
Monica, Calif.-based auto
research website TrueCar.com. “The messaging
has to be consistent.”
Ever since the company left bankruptcy three
years ago, the ads haven’t
boosted sales much. The
company’s biggest campaign,
“Chevy
Runs
Deep,” has failed to generate buzz. And now, GM
has forced out its star
marketing chief just as
it launches two key
vehicles.

Cadillac shines

The lackluster ads and
loss of marketing head
Joel Ewanick raise doubts
about GM’s ability to improve sales longer term.
Experts say that even
though it’s making better
cars and trucks, advertising has failed to get the
message across.
Despite spending upwards of $4 billion a year
on marketing, GM hasn’t
been able to dent the perception that other brands
are better.
Cadillac might be the
exception. The nameplate
was the only one in GM’s
arsenal to post monthover-month gains. It had
added the new ATS small
car to its roster, adding a
second vehicle to the Lansing Grand River assembly plant and a shift of
about 600 workers. The
car, now headed for dealers after an official production
rollout
last
month, is expected to
compete with BMW and
Mercedes in the luxury
market.
The brand has done
better with returning buyers, who are familiar with

Drop expected

Among local dealerships, Sundance Chevrolet in Grand Ledge beat

‘Time stands still’

The Eaton Rapids
camp can feel like a place
broken loose from time.
Children ride bikes along
dirt roads. Families congregate on porches, herd
children to the snack
shop for ice cream cones,
sing together on the
wooden benches of the
tabernacle.
The changes in recent
years have been few: new
dorms for teenagers,
exterior renovations to
the the century-old hotel
where rooms rent for
$10 a night and the cafeteria building, all paid for
by donations and the sale
of 14 acres of camp property to the Eaton Rapids
School District a few
years ago.
The sameness is part
of the appeal.
“It is a constant that
you can come back to and
reground yourself and
go, ‘Yeah, that’s what I
said I would do. What
have I done?’ ” said Mark
Shapton. He grew up on

Cedar Street in Lansing
but now manages a paper
mill in Three Rivers. He’s
been coming to the camp
for more than
60 years, and can come to
appreciate the sense of
disconnection from the
world outside.
“After two or three
days, you stop looking at
so many reports from the
office and you can spend
the time to think about
what somebody is saying,” he said.
But, sitting next to
him, his older brother,
William, a retired mechanical engineering
professor who served as
the association’s president during the 1980s,
allowed that it was “a
turning point in what the
direction for this kind of
operation really is, what
mission it can fulfill.”
“Some of us are kind
of happy with what it’s
doing, but I’m not sure
that’s what the future is.”
Oswalt sees a future at
least somewhat in line
with the present, of
bringing in new families
who will set down roots,
whose great-grandchildren will still be coming
to the camp half-a-century from now.
Which is what Vickie
St. John would want.
She’s been coming to the
camp for 15 years “and
I’m still one of the newbies,” she said, but with
one son in college and
others heading that way,
the family is looking to
buy one of the cottages,
to cement the camp as a
place they come back to.
“Time stands still
here,” she said, sitting on
the river bank last Thursday night as two young
men strummed guitars in
the background, waiting
for a special service that
hadn’t begun. “Honestly,
the Holy Spirit is heavy
like humidity in this
place. You can feel it
when you walk through
the gate.”
to make way for new 2013
models.
GM said it expected
the 41 percent drop in
sales to rental customers
because some companies
took deliveries earlier in
the year.

The Associated Press
contributed to this report.
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OLD U.S. 27

MDOT
reviewing
unsafe
corridor
Webb Road sees
14-16 crashes a year

END OF WORLD COMES ... AND GOES

DOOMSDAY
EPIC FAIL

Mayan prediction much ado about nothing
By Matthew Miller

By Ken Palmer

mrmiller@lsj.com

kpalmer@lsj.com

f you’re reading this, it’s
because the human race has
had a singularly bad run
when it comes to predicting
the end of the world.
Friday, the day wrongly heralded as the end of the Mayan
calendar and perhaps of the world
as we know it, brought snow and
blustering winds to Lansing, not to
mention an end-of-the-world party
at Rum Runners with $4 killer
Kool-Aid until 11 o’clock. But it
passed with nary a zombie horde
or rain of meteors. As Dec. 22
began on the other side of the
International Date Line, the
streets were quiet and gray.
But at 12:21 p.m. in a house on
Ionia Street, the home of ACC
Natural Healing & Wellness Solutions, a group of 11 people began a
meditation around the idea of
other sorts of endings and beginnings.
“The Earth is purging the old,”
said Karen Kraft. She was seated
in front of a Christmas tree in the
“pyramid room” on the building’s
third floor. Humans have experienced that purging though violence, extreme weather, destruction of the ecosystem. “At the
same time, we are seeing hearts
opening up, acceptance and love
towards those who are different
and a push for peace,” she said.
This was about the Age of

DeWITT TWP. — Ken Kain said he
doesn’t need to see traffic studies
and scientific data to know the
Webb Road/Business U.S. 127 intersection is about as dangerous as
they come.
He lives along the highway, also
known as Old 27, just 130 feet north
of Webb.
“We hear all the crashes,” the
DeWitt Township resident said.
“It’s just a horrible intersection.
We’ve had cars on their tops. We’ve
had cars roll over the embankment
by the Flap Jack (restaurant).
“You’d have to live here to see
the devastation. If they put in a full
traffic signal, it would make all the
difference in the world.”
Now, under pressure from local
officials and people such as Kain,
the Michigan Department of Transportation is studying ways to make
the intersection and the Old 27 corridor north of Interstate 69 through
DeWitt Township safer.
The agency is studying whether
a full signal is warranted at Webb.
It also said it will raise the speed
limit on at least part of the stretch
from 50 mph to 55.
“We’re pretty much in agreement that it will change to 55 mph
north of Webb Road,” spokeswoman Kari Arend said. “The section
south of Webb is under discussion.”
But a higher speed limit isn’t exactly what some local residents
were hoping for.
Kain said raising the speed limit
on Old 27 “makes no sense whatsoever.”

I

Dancers perform Friday as the sun rises at the Teotihuacan archeological site in
Mexico. Some believed Friday would bring the end of the world. AP

Aquarius — “You remember the
song,” Kraft said — about what
she described as “coming into a
higher consciousness, both for the
earth itself and for the people on
it.”
The 2012 phenomenon, as it’s
sometimes called, is less about a
doomsday prophecy the Maya
never made than it is about how

the idea of that prophecy was
taken up and refitted and passed
on by New Age practitioners, the
way it resonated with notions of
the end times and of a procession
of ages, each with their character
and consequences, that contained
within it the possibility of making
See MAYAN, Page 5A

Long struggle
The state’s vow to work with local officials on corridor improvements is the latest development in a
long-running struggle between
MDOT and local residents over a
problematic stretch of road.
Webb and Old 27 is one of the
most accident-prone intersections
in the township, registering 14 to 16
crashes every year from 2007 to
2011, township police Chief Brian
Russell said. Many of those crashes
were side-impact collisions, which
often lead to serious injuries, he
said.
Since a dual flashing signal went
up in September 2011, there have
been eight accidents, including one
fatality. The signal flashes red to
Webb Road traffic and yellow to
drivers on Old 27.
“The type of accidents we see
there is my concern,” Russell said,
adding that broadside collisions are
still happening at the intersection.
The Old 27/Clark Road intersection just south of I-69, which has a
full signal, ranks first on the township’s crash-frequency list, Russell
said. But most of those crashes are
minor fender benders.

Signal study
More than 600 residents petitioned for a traffic signal at Webb
and Old 27 in 2008. Kain helped collect another 2,000 signatures this
year and those petitions were
passed along to the state a few
weeks ago, he said.
“MDOT said this intersection
did not meet their 11-point criteria
for (a full traffic signal),” Kain said.
“When do you throw those 11 criteria out the window and do what’s
right and put a full traffic signal
there?”
MDOT has planned to do another
signal study since approving the
flashing beacon in early 2011, after
it had been up for awhile, Arend
said.
The agency has been talking to
local officials about how to make
the corridor safer, and a road safety
audit is being conducted by independent transportation officials.
Speed studies conducted by
MDOT and Michigan State Police
show the speed limit in that area
should be increased from 50 mph to
55 mph to better reflect what motorists are actually driving, Arend
said. The speed limit could be
changed as early as next month, it
said.
“We’ve found that it’s safer when
traffic is moving at a consistent
speed,” Arend said. “When you get
the speed differentials is when it
becomes less safe.”

Mid-Mich. spared but north
belted with 19 inches of snow
142,000 lose power
as storm hits state
Associated Press

GAYLORD — A snowstorm hitting
the Midwest dumped more than
19 inches of snow in northern
Michigan and knocked out electricity for at least
142,000 customers
ONLINE
statewide.
The National
» For more
Weather Service
photos go to
said the highest
lsj.com
snowfall totals as
of Friday afternoon were 19.6 inches near Gaylord
in the northern Lower Peninsula
and 18 inches in Chippewa County’s
Kinross Township in the eastern
Upper Peninsula.
Totals since Thursday in northern Michigan generally ranged
from 4 to 18 inches.
Dozens of northern Michigan
schools closed because of weather,
giving students an early start to the
holiday break.
Southern Michigan received rain
and snow.
CMS Energy Corp.’s Consumers
Energy unit said 123,000 of its customers lost power. About 55,000
customers remained without power
Friday afternoon. DTE Energy Co.
said 19,000 customers lost power
Thursday, but all got it back.

Leonard Sklar of East
Lansing clears his
driveway Friday after
snow hit the Lansing
area. Sklar also cleared
many of his neighbors’
driveways. GREG
DERUITER/LSJ

PEOPLE JOURNAL
Deaths
Lansing
» Frazier, Eugene E.
“Billy,” 81, of Lansing,
died Friday. Arrangements by Riley Funeral
Home.
» Rashid, Angeline T.
“Angie,” 91, of Lansing, died Wednesday.
Services 11 a.m. today
at St. Joseph Melkite
Church. Arrangements
by Tiffany Funeral
Home.
» Sharpe, Tollie, 71, of
Lansing, retired General Motors employee,
died Tuesday. Services
11 a.m. today at Bethlehem Temple Church.
Arrangements by Riley
Funeral Home.
» Sweet, Patricia A., 81,
of Lansing, died Thursday. Memorial services
noon today at Gorsline
Runciman Funeral
Homes, Lansing
Chapel.

Charlotte
» Bailey, Michael L., 43,
of Charlotte, William
Reichenbach Co. commercial carpenter,
died Friday. Visitation
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Wednesday at Burkhead-Green Funeral
Home, Charlotte.
» Davenport, Mignon
Warner, 61, of Charlotte, Keller Williams
(Charlotte) administrative assistant, died
Friday. Memorial services March 23. Arrangements by Pray
Funeral Home,
Charlotte.
» Tombaugh, Louise K.,
90, of Charlotte, died
Thursday. Graveside
services 11 a.m. Monday at Chapel Hill Memorial Gardens, Lan-

sing. Arrangements by
Pray Funeral Home,
Charlotte.

Dimondale
» Russell, Robert L., 94,
of Dimondale, retired
Windsor Township fire
chief, Dimondale newspaper publisher, Dimondale Insurance &
Real Estate owner, died
Dec. 19. Visitation
3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday
and 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Wednesday at Field
& Leik Funeral Home,
Dimondale.

East Lansing
» Lee, Nicole H., 77, of
East Lansing, retired
Henry Ford Hospital
administrator, died
Monday. Memorial
services will be held at
a later date. Arrangements by Gorsline Runciman Funeral Homes,
East Chapel, East
Lansing.
» Richey, Patsy “Pat,”
63, of East Lansing,
retired Michigan
Education Association
consultant, died Friday.
Arrangements by Gorsline Runciman Funeral
Homes, East Chapel,
East Lansing.
» Taylor, Joseph Ernest,
80, of East Lansing,
retired state carpenter,
died Thursday. Visitation 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
and 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
today at Gorsline Runciman Funeral Homes,
Lansing Chapel.

Eaton Rapids
» Ogston, Katharine, 73,
of Eaton Rapids, bookkeeper, died Wednesday. Visitation 10 a.m.
to 11 a.m. today at
Shelly-Odell Funeral
Home, Eaton Rapids.

Elsie

Webberville

» Levey, Elisabeth, 88, of
Elsie, died Thursday.
Services 2 p.m. Sunday
at Duplain Church of
Christ, St. Johns. Arrangements by Smith
Family Funeral Homes,
Elsie Chapel.

» Viecelli, Julian John,
90, of Webberville,
retired Burroughs
Corp. tool and die maker, farmer, died Friday.
Arrangements by Gorsline Runciman Funeral
Homes, Williamston
Chapel.

Haslett
» Sharp, Aaron
Jefferson, 91, of Haslett, retired university
administrator, died
Dec. 11. Private services will be held. Arrangements by Gorsline Runciman Funeral
Homes, East Chapel,
East Lansing.

Perry
» Holcomb, Janice
Lucille, 90, of Perry,
formerly of Laingsburg, retired state
accountant, died Thursday. Services 11 a.m.
Monday at Watkins
Brothers Funeral
Home, Laingsburg.

Potterville
» Steele, James E. O., 72,
of Potterville, formerly
of Charlotte, retired
real estate salesperson,
died Sunday. Visitation
noon to 3 p.m. Monday
at Burkhead-Green
Funeral Home,
Charlotte.

St. Johns
» Wilkie, Doris A., 80,
of St. Johns, retired
Clinton Memorial Hospital physical therapy
assistant, died Friday.
Visitation 2 p.m. to
4 p.m. and 6 p.m. to
8 p.m. Wednesday at
Keck-Coleman Funeral
Home, St. Johns.

Williamston
» Graham, Effie M.
“Bobbie,” 88, of Williamston, died Tuesday.
There will be no services. Arrangements by
Niblack Funeral Home,
Dillingham Liverance
Chapel, Fowlerville.

By Elisha Anderson
Detroit Free Press

DETROIT — Wearing a
tan suit and black-rimmed
glasses, Joseph Gentz
stood before a judge Friday and read from a statement: “Bob Bashara offered me money to kill his
wife.”
Gentz, a handyman
charged in the death of
Grosse Pointe Park mother and wife Jane Bashara,
pleaded guilty to seconddegree murder before
Wayne Circuit Court
Judge Vonda Evans in
Detroit and agreed to a
sentence of 17-28 years in
prison.
The plea agreement
comes with the condition
that he testifies truthfully
in any proceedings, prosecutors said.

Hearing was brief
During the hearing,
which lasted less than
10 minutes, Gentz said he
killed Jane Bashara because her husband, Bob
Bashara, promised him
money and threatened to

Mayan
Continued from Page 3A

the world anew.
It was a Yale archeologist, Michael Coe,
whose work is the likely
source of the doomsday
story. In “The Maya,” a
book first published in
1966, he wrote that the
ancient Maya seemed to
believe that, at the end of
the 13th Baktun of their
Long Count calendar
“Armageddon would
overtake the degenerate
peoples of the world and
all creation.” He placed
the date in 2011, though,
and on Christmas Eve at
that.
“I’ll have to admit that
I’m partly responsible
for it,” said Coe, now
retired, speaking earlier
this week by phone from
his home in New Haven,
Conn. “I had no idea that

kill him.
“Those
are
your
words,” Evans asked.
“Yes, ma’am” Gentz replied.
Susan Reed, Gentz’s attorney, said her client was
nervous before going
to court Friday, almost
to the point
of becoming ill.
“I think
it was in my
Joe Gentz
client’s best
interest to take this agreement,” Reed told reporters after the hearing.

Emotional issues
Gentz
had
been
charged with first-degree
murder and conspiracy in
the killing of Bashara,
whose body was found
strangled in her sport utility vehicle in Detroit in
January. The conspiracy
charge was dropped with
the plea, Reed said.
Court records show
Gentz has a history of
emotional issues and psychiatric conditions, and
this would become a
splat movie out of Hollywood by (Roland) Emmerich. How could I? I
thought it was something
that was interesting, that
this cycle wasn’t going to
last forever and perhaps
somebody alive in those
days, back in the early
’60s, would be alive when
it happened.” He’s moved
on from that interpretation, but is not unsympathetic toward what it
might have tapped into.
“We’re living in very
strange and disturbing
times,” he said. “We have
been from the beginning
of the 20th century.”
The year 2012 entered
the public consciousness
25 years ago through a
former art professor and
gifted promoter named
José Arguelles and an
event called the Harmonic Convergence.
Arguelles, who died
last year, believed that

his IQ is listed as 67, well
below average.
Reed said she expects
her client to testify
against Bob Bashara, if it
gets to that point.
Bob Bashara has not
been charged in his wife’s
death, but he has been
called a suspect by police
investigating the case.

‘Afraid for his life’
Bashara has admitted
that he hired a businessman to find someone to
kill Gentz and was sentenced to 80 months to 20
years in prison earlier
this month for solicitation
of murder.
Bashara never said
why he wanted Gentz
dead during his sentencing, but prosecutors contend he sought to have
Gentz killed because he
wanted to prevent him
from testifying against
him.
Gentz “is still afraid
for his life,” Reed said.
“Bashara tried to get
someone to kill him while
he was in police custody,
and that has to be terrifying.”
Mark Kriger, Bashara’s attorney, declined to
comment Friday.
Western science (and,
indeed, the Gregorian
calendar) had wrenched
humanity out of alignment with the cosmos.
The Harmonic Convergence was our opportunity to bring ourselves
back into synchronicity
with the “wave harmonic
of history,” to neutralize
the negative vibrations.
The media paid attention
and the crowds did come
to “focus points” around
the globe.
“For me, the whole
thing is about the creation of a mythology,”
said John Hoopes, an
archeologist at the University of Kansas, who
has traced the history of
the 2012 phenomenon,
“based on bits and pieces
here and there, but a
mythology nonetheless.“
Andrew Hicks first
encountered it in 2003.
“This is going to sound
pretty weird,” he began,

SATURDAY,
DEC. 22
HOLIDAY
Wonderland of Lights,
5-8 p.m. Thursdays-Sundays
through Dec. 30. Potter Park
Zoo, 1301 S. Pennsylvania Ave.,
Lansing. Animal exhibits,
strolling carolers and thousands of lights line the paths
of Potter Park Zoo. Activities
include crafts and cookie
decorating, storytelling,
musical performances and
more. Info: 342-2710,
www.potterparkzoo.org.
Cost: $4 for adults, $3 for
seniors, $2 for kids ages 3-16,
free for children younger
than 3.

MONDAY, DEC. 24

Lansing

HOLIDAY

» Corliss: To Dominick
Corliss and Cassondra
Sterrett, a son, Wyatt
J.H. Corliss, at McLaren Greater Lansing,
Nov. 10.
» Terranova: To Rob and
Bernadette Terranova,
a son, Novaro Robert
Terranova, at McLaren
Greater Lansing,
Dec. 2.
» Whiting: To Jeremy
and Amber Whiting, a
son, Ryan Thomas
Whiting, at Sparrow
Hospital, Dec. 3.
» Griffin-Berkley: To
Terrozza Griffin and
Brittnay Berkley, a son,
Ky’rese Isaiah Lee
Griffin-Berkley, at
Sparrow Hospital,
Dec. 7.
» Hayes: To Denon and
Stacy Hayes, a son,
Jacorius Khalil Hayes,
at Sparrow Hospital,
Dec. 7.

“I do not feel that it’s
appropriate to comment
about cases in the media,”
he told the Free Press.
“If
charges
are
brought against Mr. Bashara, my comments will be
made in the appropriate
form, which is the courtroom.”
Prosecutors declined
to comment on what
Getnz’s plea could mean
for Bashara.
“The Jane Bashara
homicide case remains
under
investigation,”
Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office spokeswoman
Maria Miller said in a
statement.
“No other charges are
expected at this time,” she
added.

Remorseful
Reed said she believes
Bob Bashara took advantage of her client and that
Gentz is remorseful for
his actions.
“He thinks that he has
to pay for what he did,”
she said.
“And he thinks that everyone involved should
pay for what they did in
this case.”
Gentz is scheduled to
be sentenced Jan. 29.
and went on to talk about
meeting a group of people in Grand Rapids who
believed it was their
destiny to save the world
in 2012. They told him he
was supposed to be one
of them, and he went
along. “Who doesn’t want
to save the world?”
He changed is mind,
but the 31-year-old Lansing Community College
student came to the mediation event at ACC
Natural Healing in any
case. “I thought it would
honor my crazy past and
more peaceful present,”
he said.
When the group gathered there talked about
an Apocalypse, it was
with a wink and a laugh.
They hadn’t expected
doomsday. If there were
people who did, they ran
in different circles.
“I know one person,”
said Gary Houck, “who
knows one person.“
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Handyman pleads guilty in
Grosse Pointe strangulation
Admitted killer tells court woman’s
husband hired him to kill his wife
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Candlelight and Communion Christmas Eve Worship
services, 6 p.m. and 10 p.m.
Dec. 24. Bethlehem Lutheran
Church, 549 E. Mt. Hope Ave.,
Lansing. Info: 482-3225,
www.bethlutheran.org.
Candlelight Christmas Eve
service, 6:30 p.m. Dec. 24.
Crossroads United Methodist
Church, 5491 Zimmer Road,
Williamston. Info: 655-1466,
www.crossroadsofwilliamston.org.
Candlelight Service,
6-7 p.m. Dec. 24. Towar Hart
Baptist Church, 6157 Towar
Ave., East Lansing. Info:
337-0727. Free.
Christmas Eve Candlelight
service, 11 p.m. Dec. 24.
Central United Methodist
Church, 215 N. Capitol Ave.,
Lansing. The ringing of the
church carillon will introduce
the 10:15 p.m. musical prelude
featuring vocal, handbell and
other instrumental pieces.
Service includes the singing
of Christmas carols, scriptural
texts and excerpts from Bob
Krogstad’s “King of Love.”
Service concludes with traditional candle lighting and
congregational singing of
“Silent Night.” Info: 4859477.
Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service, 7-8 p.m. Dec. 24.
First United Methodist Church,
3827 Delta River Drive, Lansing.
Service will be rich with music
featuring the youth handbell
choir, handbell quartet, chancel
choir and congregational
singing. Open to public.
Info: 321-5187. Cost: Free-will
offering.
Christmas Eve Candlelight
Worship, 7-8 p.m. Dec. 24.
First Baptist Church of Okemos,
4684 Marsh Road, Okemos.
Join us on this special night for
new and traditional carols,
readings, an inspirational
message from Pastor Joe
Dabrowski and the singing of
“Silent Night” by candlelight.
Info: 349-2830, www.fbc
okemos.org.
Christmas Eve service,
7 p.m. Dec. 24. University
Christian Church, 310 N. Hagadorn Road, East Lansing. Scripture reading and classic Christmas hymn singing. Info: 3325193.
Christmas Eve service,
7 p.m. Dec. 24. Plymouth
Congregational Church, 2001 E.
Grand River Ave., Lansing.
Musical prelude at 7 p.m.
followed by candlelight worship. Cantata: “A Night of
Rejoicing” performed by the
Plymouth Choir, Youth Choir
and Chamber Orchestra.
Info: 484-9495, www.plymouthlansing.org.
Family Christmas Eve
Service with Eucharist,
7-8:15 p.m. Dec. 24. St. David’s
Episcopal Church, 1519 Elmwood Road, Lansing. Info:
323-2272.
Midnight Christmas Eve
service, 10:30 p.m. to midnight. St. David’s Episcopal
Church, 1519 Elmwood Road,
Lansing. Info: 323-2272.

MUSIC - HOLIDAY
“A Christmas Birthday”
musical service, 7 p.m.
Dec. 24. Holt United Methodist
Church, 2321 N. Aurelius Road,
Holt. A show highlighting what
is important and how much
family really matters at the
holidays. Featuring original
songs written by Holt UMC
Praise Team director Beth
Bergh and performed by the
Cherub Choir. Refreshments
following in the East Room.
Info: 694-8168.

SHOWS AND SALES
Thrifty Sparrow Re-Sale
Christmas Shop, 8 a.m.-noon
Mondays and 8 a.m.-2 p.m.
first and third Wednesdays and
2-5 p.m. Fridays through
Christmas. Sparrow Hospital,
St. Lawrence campus, the
Outpatient Building, lower
level, 1210 W. Saginaw St.,
Lansing. Featuring a large
variety of holiday items at
bargain prices, including clothing for the whole family,
mostly priced
at $2. Other items include
handbags, shoes, jewelry,
housewares, linens, books,
toys and collectibles. Donations
welcome during shop hours.
Proceeds benefit Sparrow

Hospice Services. Info: 3647185.

SPECIAL SERVICES
Christmas Eve Service,
7-8 p.m. Dec. 24. Okemos
Community Church, 4734
Okemos Road, Okemos. Join us
for a Family Christmas Eve
service perfect for all ages.
Info: 349-4220.
Christmas Eve Service,
11 p.m.-midnight Dec. 24.
Okemos Community Church,
4734 Okemos Road, Okemos.
Join us for a traditional candlelight service. Info: 349-4220.

TUESDAY, DEC. 25
HOLIDAY
Christmas Day Service
with Eucharist, 10 a.m.
Dec. 25. St. David’s Episcopal
Church, 1519 Elmwood Road,
Lansing. Info: 323-2272.

SPECIAL EVENTS
Christmas breakfast,
8 a.m.-noon Dec. 25. Advent
House Ministries, 743 N. Martin
L. King Jr. Blvd., Lansing. Waffles, french toast, pancakes,
omelets made to order, grits,
eggs, oatmeal, bacon, ham.
sausage, turkey, beef, fruit and
various other breakfast items.
Info: 485-4722.

WEDNESDAY,
DEC. 26
HOLIDAY
25th Annual Kwanzaa
Celebration: “Umoja,”
6-8 p.m. Dec. 26. St. Stephen’s
Community Church, UCC,
1007 Kimberly Drive, Lansing.
This year’s program will place
special emphasis on the important of family and the important role it plays in our community’s development. Keynote
speaker: The Rev. Dr. Charles
Corley. Info: 484-2180.

THURSDAY,
DEC. 27
CHILDREN’S
ACTIVITIES
Winter Break Adventures,
9 a.m.-4 p.m. Dec. 27-28 and
Jan. 3-4. Lansing Fenner Nature
Center, 2020 Mt. Hope Ave.,
Lansing. For ages 5 and older.
Sessions are “Chill Out”
Dec. 27, “Fenner Animal Snowlympics” Dec. 28, “The Great
Migration” Jan. 3 and “Winter
Wilderness Survival Camp”
Jan. 4. Registration and prepayment required. Call or go
online to to register. Info:
483-4224, www.mynaturecenter.org. Cost: $25 per day for
Lansing residents, $30 per day
nonresidents.

HOLIDAY
Holiday Open House,
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Dec. 27. MSU
Bug House, Room 147, 288
Farm Lane, East Lansing. Come
out to the Bug House for an
opportunity to touch, hold and
learn about a variety of insects!
Day includes crafts, games and
raffles every hour. Info: 3554663, www.facebook.com/
MSUBugHouse. Cost: Donations greatly appreciated.

SHOWS AND SALES
Bath Farmers Market winter
hours, 3-7 p.m. Dec. 27. Bath
Community Center, 5959 Park
Lake Road, Bath. Year-round
market has some fresh produce, plus Mediterranean
treats, Mexican burritos, chips
and dips, homemade baked
goods, kettle corn and more.
Local musicians provide entertainment each week. Info:
712-2171.

MONDAY, DEC. 31
HOLIDAY
Les Danseurs Ballroom
Dance Club New Year’s Eve
Dance, 8:30 p.m. Dec. 31.
Grand Ledge Country Club,
5811 E. St. Joseph Highway,
Grand Ledge. Theme: “Golden
Age of Hollywood.” Dance to
the tunes of professional DJ Ed
VerSchure from 8:30 p.m.12:30 a.m. with the Grand
March led by the Tomlians right
before midnight. Bring an
appetizer to share and invite
friends. RSVP online. Info:
www.lesdanseurs.com. Cost:
$50 per couple.
Meridian Township
Fireworks Celebration,
8:30 p.m. Dec. 31. Central Park
South, 1990 Central Park Drive,
Okemos. Best viewing areas are
located on the north side of
the Meridian Mall and the
Township Municipal Complex
on Marsh Road. Info: www.
meridian.mi.us/parksandr
ecreaton.
New Year’s Eve Bash,
8 p.m. Dec. 31. Ramada Inn,
Ballroom, 7501 W. Saginaw
Highway, Lansing. Hors
d’oeuvres, cash bar, party
favors, door prizes and champagne toast. Call or email
Powerlightband1@aol.com for
tickets. Info: 974-0714,
www.connxtionscomedyclub.com. Cost: $45 per person,
$70 per couple.

