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[ Green Infrastructure Network ] 
 
The green infrastructure mapping process 
resulted in the creation of the Green 
Infrastructure Network Map. It is the intent of 
this plan that this map serves as the basis for 
spatial green infrastructure planning in the 13 
communities and unincorporated areas 
throughout the larger planning area. The 
Network Map provides an awareness of 
where important environmental resources lie 
and reveals the interconnectedness of those 
resources.  
 
This map is dominated by the three shades of 
green that represent the principal, aggregated 
categories of green infrastructure network.  
 
1. Publicly Protected Parks and Preserves 
(with buffer) 
 
These areas are drawn in dark green. They 
are comprised of Forest Preserves of Cook 
County, MWRD holdings, IDNR Nature 
Preserves and IDNR Land and Water 
Reserves, state parks, and municipal and 
district parks. These areas represent the 
portions of the planning area that are 
protected and managed by state or local 
agencies. These areas may or may not be 
open to the public. 
 
2. Private Open Space 
 
These areas are drawn in light green. They are 
comprised of land that is privately owned but 
either precluded from development or is 
unlikely to be developed based on its current 
use. Private open space includes golf 
courses, private conservation easements, 
Commonwealth Edison rights of way, and 
camps. 
 
 
3. Environmental Resource Areas (with 
buffer) 
 
These areas are drawn in yellow green.  They 

are comprised of waterways/lakes/streams, 
wetlands, oak woodlands, Illinois Natural 
Areas Inventory (INAI) sites, and 100-year 
floodplains that do not otherwise fit into the 
private or public open space categories.  
These areas were chosen to be included here 
because they provide, or have the potential to 
provide, valuable natural functions such as 
storm water management, aquifer recharge, 
water filtration, and flora and fauna habitat. 
Included in this category is a 200-foot buffer 
around the outside edge of the original 
mapped areas. Buffering was applied to 
forest preserves, Illinois Natural Area 
Inventory sites, Illinois Nature Preserve 
Commission sites, wetlands, remnant oak 
populations, and waterbodies. 
 
In addition to these categories, the map also 
highlights some of the important underlying 
green infrastructure components. Specifically, 
it includes symbology for floodplains, water, 
wetlands, and oak woodlands, as well as 
regional trail information.   
 
Wetlands: This category is mapped in a pale 
blue pattern over the environmental resource 
areas in yellow green (above) and identifies 
areas of wetlands that were mapped in the 
National Wetland Inventory (NWI).   
 
100-year floodplains: Floodplains are 
mapped in a blue cross hatch and reflect the 
official 100-year boundaries adopted by the 
Illinois DNR and FEMA. 
 
Remnant oak woodlands: This category 
identifies areas of oaks woodlands and 
savannas that were mapped in 2013 by The 
Morton Arboretum following a protocol 
adopted by Chicago Wilderness. These areas 
are the last remnants of the vast woodlands 
that predated European settlement in the 
county.  
 
Regional trails: These trails are highlighted in 
red dashed lines and represent trails 
identified by existing trails plans collected 
during the process.  Many of these trails are 
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owned and managed by the Forest Preserves 
of Cook County. Some of the more notable 
trails within the planning area include the 
systems along the Des Plaines River, North 
Branch Chicago River, and Salt Creek. In 
addition, the regional trails mapping includes 
trail loops that are largely contained within 
some of the larger forest preserves as well as 
community bikeways that link to regional 
trails. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
See pages 27-36 in the full report for specific 
strategies recommended for the areas 
identified in the Green Infrastructure Network 
map. 


