
Aloha Members of the Diamond Head Roost, Hawaii Chapter Association of 
Old Crows. 

As the Hawaii Chapter prepares for the 5th Annual IO/EW/Cyber 
Symposium, I wanted to share with you a bit of recent history on the return of 
the Chapter to fully-active status. 

In early 2013, US Pacific Command had just finished a major theater 
exercise, and participated in the AOC-hosted Pacific IO/EW/Cyber 
International Conference, and we finally had a chance to breathe a little. A small group of EW and IO 
professionals on the island had been rolling around the idea of getting the Hawaii AOC Chapter back 
into action. We certainly had a large pool of talent to pull from, as Oahu was the home of the Pacific 
Fleet, Pacific Air Force, Marine Forces Pacific, and Army Pacific Headquarters, as well as local 
industry representatives and other agencies. We also saw the importance of a local chapter to 
facilitate the hosting of the new and successful AOC Pacific Conference series. 

On March 19th, 2013, a group of twelve professionals gathered at the Dixie Grill to talk with Mr. 
Wayne Shaw, the AOC VP at the time, on forming a roost (and eat some BBQ). Within a month we 
had gathered enough signatures to petition the National AOC for the re-activation of the 
Diamondhead Roost Chapter, and ratified the chapter’s by-laws. With our formation, we also signed 
several new individuals for AOC memberships. The new members signed were enough for the 
Diamondhead Roost to be recognized as the Pacific Region’s largest increase in 2013. 

My time as President was short, as I was scheduled for a change of station the summer of 2013. But 
before I left the islands, I wanted to provide the outstanding community of EW/IO professionals a 
foundation to continue the friendships we had fostered in our common interest in EW/IO. That is 
what the AOC means to me; an organization of professionals that care deeply about EW/IO. Having 
a local roost enabled us to gather outside of work to help shape the EW/IO environment and tackle 
tough issues facing our community, all while sharing in some great BBQ and a beverage. I really 
must thank the initial “plank owner” members, because it was their energy that made the formation 
of the roost possible. The speed at which we were able to go from an idea on a napkin to a 
recognized roost is solely a result of their dedication to the shared interest of EW/IO. I’m pleased to 
see the Diamond Head Roost still thriving and offering EW/IO professionals in Oahu an opportunity 
for fellowship. It is no surprise, since the Diamondhead Roost is perfectly situated at the nexus of 
Pacific policy and strategic thought. Hopefully I’ll be able to return to the island someday, and we’ll 
raise a glass at the Diamondhead Roost to all the success and good friends over the years. 

  

Jam On! 

Aaron “Toro” Rusling 

Diamondhead Roost President, 2013 

 


