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Dear SIT Members, 

Working as a scholar in training implies many important questions. Some of them we face regularly: 
What should I study? What experiments should I do? Where and how can I perform them? Probably 
less frequently we also ask some more general questions: Do I really want to pursue a research career? 
And if yes, do I have the skills to be a good researcher? This question became particularly important 
for me during my PhD studies. For the answer, I also had to know the definition of “good researchers”, 
so I went to some professors asking for the definition. 

I have received many different answers. The most humorous was that good researchers are 
researchers considered to be good researchers by good researchers . Another professor said that 
good researchers do not have the same skills, e.g. talent is quite useful but not necessary if you are 
hard-working enough to produce a huge amount of data which is always needed by science. Finally I 
got one of the most useful answers when a professor started to praise another one’s skill in finding 
relevance for their work. 

He mentioned an example when his colleague solved a problem about the motion of particles in a gas. 
It could have been published in a low impact Hungarian journal, however, the praised professor 
realized that the given problem of particle motion is equivalent to a problem of motion of human 
beings in a crowd, and so the solution applies to this problem too. Although the original problem of 
particle motion is so simple that it could be solved by many physicist students, thanks to the new 
context, the study was published in Nature.  

There are many skills which can make you good in research. Anyway, finding relevance to your daily 
work may be an important advantage in your career. In many cases, you do the same experiments or 
the same calculations, as your peers. It is a new relevance, another context which can make the 
difference. If you find it, you may find the importance, either before you start the work or just after 
the research is done. 

Summer is here, and many of us will step backwards from our daily routine. It may be the time to look 
for the broader picture and find a new frame of our research. It can be a starting point for a research 
proposal or to find your next job, so ask: where could I apply my research outside my present field? If 
you always focused on your narrow research interests, conferences like the RRS meeting can be quite 
helpful in widening your horizon. Due to the wide scope of radiation research, many opportunities are 

Forward 

Radiation Research Society 

Scholars in Training (SIT) 

Newsletter June 2015 



2 

 

open for us. Maybe your therapy motivated work can be applied in radiation protection research, or 
your ground related radon studies are applicable to space flights. You know it better than me. The SIT 
publications, the upcoming meetings and the job postings provided in this newsletter can be 
considered from this perspective. They may help you in finding new context for your research. 

Finally, enjoy your summer holidays, and come back prepared for fresh ideas. 

Balázs Madas, PhD, SIT Committee Member  

P.S. Poster Notifications were sent out via email in early June. If you did not receive one, please 
contact Audrey Rinehart (audrey@radres.org). Presenters MUST be registered for the meeting no 
later than Wednesday July 29, 2015 in order to guarantee your poster presentation.  We are 
currently in the Advanced Registration phase for the 2015 RRS Annual Meeting. The Program 
Committee has put together an outstanding program. REGISTER NOW. 
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2015 IEEE Nuclear and Space Radiation Effects Conference 

Boston, MA, USA; July 13-17, 2015 
 

Registration: open 
More Information 

 
 
 

Recent SIT publications 

Upcoming professional meetings and courses 

mailto:audrey@radres.org
https://radres.site-ym.com/page/2015Welcome/?
http://dx.doi.org/10.1667/RR14048.1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/onc.2015.212
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.radonc.2015.06.005
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http://www.nsrec.com/
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61st Annual Radiation Research Society Meeting 
Weston, FL, USA; Sept. 19-22, 2015 

 
Abstract submission: closed 

Registration: open 
More information 

 
 

The European Cancer Congress 2015 
Vienna, Austria; Sept. 25-29, 2015 

 
Abstract submission: closed 

Registration: open 
More information 

 

American Society for Radiation Oncology Annual Meeting 
San Antonio, TX, USA; Oct. 18-21, 2015 

 
More information 

  

https://radres.site-ym.com/page/2015Welcome/?
http://www.ecco-org.eu/ecc2015
https://www.astro.org/Meetings-and-Events/2015-Annual-Meeting/Index.aspx
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2015 Multidisciplinary European Low Dose Initiative (MELODI) Workshop 

Munich, Germany; November 9-11, 2015 
 

Abstract submission: closed 
MELODI Award (for young researcher) application: closed 

Registration: open 
More Information 

 
 

 

 
Accelerator Applications Division of the American Nuclear Society 

Twelfth International Topical Meeting on Nuclear Applications of Accelerators 
Washington, DC, USA; Nov 10-13, 2015 

 
Abstract submission: closed 

More information 
 

 
International Conference on Translational Research in Radio-Oncology and Physics for Health 

Geneva, Switzerland; Feb 15-19, 2016 
 

Abstract submission: open 
Registration: open 
More information 

 

http://www.melodi-online.eu/melodi2015/home.html
http://aad.ans.org/meetings.html
http://ictr-phe16.web.cern.ch/
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18th International Conference on Medical Physics, Radiation Protection, and Radiobiology 

London, United Kingdom; March 17-18, 2016 
 

Paper submission: Opens September 17, 2015 
More Information 

 

 
14th International Congress of the International Radiation Protection Association (IRPA) 

Cape Town, South Africa; May 9-13, 2016 
 

Abstract submission: open 
Registration: open 
More Information 

 
 

Do you know of any upcoming professional meetings?  Please let us know. Email details to 
pblack@wakehealth.edu  
 
 
  

http://www.waset.org/conference/2016/03/london/ICMPRPR
http://www.irpa2016capetown.org.za/index.asp
mailto:pblack@wakehealth.edu
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Multiple Faculty Positions, Biophysics / Biomedical Engineering / Biochemistry, Heriot Watt 
University, Edinburgh, Scotland: More information 
 
Assistant Professor, Radiation Physics, East Carolina University, USA: More information 
 
Postdoctoral Fellow, Image-guided adaptive radiotherapy, The University of Texas M.D. Anderson 

Cancer Center, USA:  More information 
 
Clinical Assistant Professor, Radiation Oncology, University of Michigan, USA: More information 
   
For more jobs see academicjobs.org and biocareers.com  
 

 
SIT Committee: sit@radres.org 

 
Paul Black, PhD, Physics/Chemistry (Chair): pblack@wakehealth.edu 
Thomas Friedrich, PhD, Physics (Vice-Chair): t.friedrich@gsi.de 
Iris Eke, MD, Medicine: Iris.Eke@gmail.com 
Olivia Kelada, MSc, Physics/Biology: okelada@gmail.com 
Reza Taleei, PhD, Physics: rtaleei@mdanderson.org 
Balázs G. Madas, PhD, Physics: balazs.madas@energia.mta.hu 
Mary-Keara Boss, DVM., Medicine: mboss@ncsu.edu 
Adeola Makinde, PhD, Biology: adeola.makinde@gmail.com 
Cristian Fernandez-Palomo, MSc, Biology: fernancg@mcmaster.ca 
Pavel Bláha, MS, Biology: pavel.blahax@gmail.com 
Yuan-Hao (Chris) Lee, PhD, Biology/Physics, LEEY4@LiveMail.uthscsa.edu 
Russell Rockne, PhD, Biology / Physics, rrockne@coh.org 
 

Career opportunities 

SIT Committee Contact Details 

http://www.hw.ac.uk/about/careers/job-opportunities/global-platform-targetted-opportunities.htm?utm_source=vacancies-newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=vacancies
http://www.higheredjobs.com/search/details.cfm?JobCode=175953412&Title=Radiation%20Physicist%20-%20591801%20Aa%20Physics
http://www.postdocjobs.com/jobs/jobdetail.php?jobid=4015836
http://jobs.biocareers.com/job/1/2233532/CLINICAL-ASST-PROF/Ann-Arbor/MI/Michigan/
http://academicjobs.org/
http://www.biocareers.com/
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mailto:mboss@ncsu.edu
mailto:adeola.makinde@gmail.com
mailto:fernancg@mcmaster.ca
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