
   WHAT EVERY LAWYER SHOULD KNOW ABOUT 
WAKE COUNTY HISTORY (PART 1)
A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
BY MARK A. FINKELSTEIN, PRESIDENT, TENTH JUDICIAL BAR

“A PAGE OF HISTORY IS WORTH A VOLUME OF LOGIC.”  

~ Oliver Wendell Holmes, New York Trust Co. v. Eisner
    256 U.S. 335, 343 (16 May 1921).

Justice Holmes’ statement above is just as true in Wake County today as 
it was in the halls of the United States Supreme Court 100 years ago.  Here 

are some key events of Wake County history that should inform and inspire us all as lawyers continue 
to create the history of our county:
 
• On December 29, 1808 in a one-room shack just behind the current North Carolina Supreme Court 
building, Andrew Johnson, 17th President of the United States, was born.  The Johnson’s wooden 
“cabin” has been moved to Mordecai Park where we hold our annual May members’ picnic.  
 
•  Andrew Johnson may still be a wanted man in Raleigh.  As a child, he was indentured to a Raleigh 
tailor.  Young Andrew skipped out on his indenture contract and moved to Tennessee.  Such conduct 
was a crime in antebellum North Carolina.
 
•  Abraham Lincoln selected Andrew Johnson, a Senator from Tennessee and a Democrat, as 
his Vice Presidential nominee under the Union Party banner in 1864.  Up until President Clinton’s 
second term, Johnson had the distinction of being the only President impeached by the US House of 
Representatives.  He, like Clinton, was not convicted by the Senate.
 
•  Wake County was formed in 1771 from parts of Johnston, Cumberland and Orange Counties.  It 
bears the maiden name of the sitting colonial governor’s wife, Margaret Wake.  Tryon Palace in New 
Bern is named after that sitting royal governor, William Tryon.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
YLD SOCIAL • July 9
Come out to Tir Na Nog and beat the heat! Join us at 
218 Blount Street, 5:30 p.m. 

WCBA LUNCHEON • July 14
Recognizing lawyers practicing 50 years. Join us at 
the North Raleigh Hilton, 12:15 p.m.

TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT BAR BREAKFAST 
SERIES | CLE: CYBER SECURITY • July 15
Join us at Campbell School of Law, 7:30-8:30 a.m. 

TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT BAR 
MEMORIAL SERVICE • August 14
Join us at the Wake County Justice Center, 
Courtroom 701, 2 p.m.
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SAVE THE DATE! THE FALL SWEARING-IN CEREMONY SEPT. 30
 
The Swearing-in Ceremony Committee of the Tenth Judicial District Bar and the Wake County Bar Association is 
pleased to announce that Chief Justice Mark D. Martin of the North Carolina Supreme Court will be the featured 
speaker at the Fall 2015 Swearing-In Ceremony.  The ceremony, at which newly minted attorneys will be officially 
sworn into the Bar, will be held on September 30 at 2 p.m. at the Fletcher Opera Theatre in the Duke Energy Center 
for the Performing Arts (2 E. South St., downtown Raleigh).  Volunteers, including practicing attorneys willing to 
serve as a sponsor for new admittees, are always needed and appreciated.  For questions or comments, please 
contact Lisa LeFante at llefante@benderlaw.com and Jess Mekeel at jmekeel@ncdoj.gov.    WBF Visit our website: www.wakecountybar.org

919.677.9903 phone  •  919.657.1564 fax
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 MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT:
 CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

•  Bloomsbury, formerly known as Wake Courthouse, was the first county seat of Wake County.  The 
community of Bloomsbury was the area around Joel Lane’s house – still located at the corner of 
St. Mary’s Street and West Hargett Street.  Joel Lane was a member of the first Wake County Court 
which held hearings in his house.  The commission established in 1792 to locate a new capital for 
North Carolina met in Joel Lane’s house and agreed to purchase land from Mr. Lane to establish a 

new capital city.  Raleigh was placed 
on 1000 acres purchased from Lane.  
The city was planned on a grid system 
and named Raleigh after Sir Walter 
Raleigh.  North Carolina’s capital 
moved from Fayetteville to Raleigh in 
1793.
 
• Wake County has had seven court-
houses (unless you count the places 
in Wake Forest and elsewhere in 
the county where traffic court was 
held up until recently or Joel Lane’s 
home, which was built in the 1760’s 
and has been noted as the location 
of Wake County’s first trials). Shortly 
after Wake County was established, 
a log courthouse was built near the 
intersection of Hargett Street and 
Boylan Avenue.  This log structure 
served as the courthouse until a 
courthouse was built on the current 
Fayetteville Street Courthouse location 
in 1795.  
 
• The land where the courthouse 
stands today was given to the county 
in 1795 by Theophilus Hunter and 
James Bloodworth.  
 
• The 1795 courthouse was moved 
and replaced with a brick Greek 
Revival building in 1837.

 
• A new courthouse and jail in the 
“Second Empire” style was built from 
1882-84.

• The 1915 granite courthouse 
was similar in style to the 1870’s 
reconstruction federal courthouse 
that now houses the Fayetteville 
Street post office and Bankruptcy 
Court.  This courthouse building was 
demolished in 1967 and replaced with 
the current cast terra cotta courthouse 
in 1970.  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

1837 Greek Revival Courthouse

1884 “Second Empire” Courthouse

1915 Granite Courthouse



 HELP, I NEED SOMEBODY! 
 BY LESLEE RUTH SHARP | SHARP LAW OFFICES, RALEIGH, NC 
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HELP, I NEED SOMEBODY!
HELP, NOT JUST ANYBODY! 
HELP YOU KNOW I NEED SOMEONE.... 
 
When the Beatles made this song a hit in 1965, I wasn’t yet a lawyer, much less out 
of grade school.  Although, maybe like many of you, I already knew I was headed in 
that direction.  My mother says as soon as I was talking I was telling of my career in 
the law.  At any rate, when I began practicing 30 years ago, the idea that I would ever 
need help as a lawyer was not on my agenda or in my vocabulary.  I was a newly 
minted lawyer in 1985, invincible, self-assured!

I knew I would need continual education in the law, but the idea that I would require a 
helping hand in any other matter was beyond my grasp.  That there would be stress 
associated with handling cases, running a law practice, managing staff and difficult 
clients… I am not sure why these concepts never occurred to me.  Meeting payroll, 
finding the next client, correcting the mistake made in court, managing deadlines, 
fulfilling the client’s expectations, why, the list goes on and on and this is just Monday!  
I had made my way through college, law school, an internship, my first job and was 
well on my way with my career.  What could be so difficult about my new life as a 
lawyer?

Thirty years have passed, and I’ve done pretty well for myself – better than some, not 
as well as others, all depending on how you take the measure. As we get older, we 
appreciate that from time to time we do need a little help.  Did you know there are 
certain groups and individuals available to each of us as lawyers in North Carolina to 
help with the many and varying challenges we encounter in our day-to-day service as 

lawyers?   Help is here; once you come to that point in life where you find yourself “not 
so self-assured.”  I encourage you to “open up the doors,” visit the websites, talk with 
the contact person(s) or otherwise take advantage of these resources.  Sometimes we 
all need a little help from a friend.  If you see a colleague in need, be that friend.

NC LAP |  As a licensed attorney, you are a member of the North Carolina State 
Bar, and the Lawyers Assistance Program is available to you.  In 1979, a group of 
volunteer lawyers who were themselves recovering alcoholics saw the need to offer 
assistance to other lawyers suffering from addiction and alcoholism.  They assembled 
together under the name Positive Action for Lawyers with Substance Abuse Issues 
(PALS) committee.  In 1994, the State Bar formally recognized the PALS Committee 
and incorporated PALS as part of the State Bar administration and infrastructure. In 
1999, further recognizing the need for additional assistance for lawyers dealing with 
mental health issues not related to substance abuse, the State Bar then formed the 
FRIENDS committee.

Today both programs have been merged into a single Lawyer Assistance Program. 
NC LAP currently has a staff consisting of a director, three clinicians and two office 
administrators, as well as special projects personnel. NC LAP also has a cadre of 
dedicated, trained lawyer and judge volunteers located throughout the state who 
are actively involved in providing assistance to lawyers and judges whenever and 
wherever needed. Find out more at www.nclap.org. 

CPM | Unlike the North Carolina State Bar, the North Carolina Bar Association is 
voluntary. Even so, some of its programs have been designated by the North Carolina 
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• An undivided half of the land on Fayetteville Street where the courthouse 
stands today was given to the county by the Bloodworth family.  Litigation in 
the late 20th century established that if this property ever stops being used 
as a courthouse, an undivided half of the property will revert to the heirs of 
the original Bloodworth donors under the terms of the original 1790’s deed.
 
• A committee including our own Chief District Court Judge and WCBA 
President, Robert Rader, helped design the new 577,000 square foot Wake 
County Justice Center at the corner of Salisbury and Martin Streets.  The 
WCBA helped host a grand ceremony, including the first en bank sitting of 
the Wake County District Court and the Wake County Superior Court, to open 
the new Justice Center in July of 2013.

• The Wake County Bar is at the heart of the North Carolina Bar Association 
and has played a key role in the NCBA’s history.  The North Carolina Bar 
Association was founded in Raleigh on Feb. 10, 1899.  From 1903 through 
1915, the NCBA licensed attorneys in North Carolina from offices in Raleigh.  
In 1915, the legislature established a board of law examiners made up of 

the Chief Justice and two associate justices of the Supreme Court.  At the 
request of the NCBA, the legislature established the  North Carolina State 
Bar in 1933.  In 1976 Legal Service of North Carolina, Inc. was established 
in Raleigh through the North Carolina Bar Association.  The association also 
established Lawyers Mutual Liability Insurance Company of NC, which issued 
its first policy in Raleigh in 1978.

I will close with a note regarding the author of the initial quotation above:  
the Town of Wendell in Eastern Wake County was named after poet Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, father of the quoted Supreme Court Justice.  Wendell 
natives, however, do not pronounce the name of the town as the Holmes 
family pronounces Wendell.  The town of Wendell does not rhyme with 
swindle.  
 
Knowing our history enriches our lives and inspires us to continue Wake 
County’s great tradition.  WBF

 MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT:
 CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ApstMKNEMI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ApstMKNEMI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ApstMKNEMI


State Bar as lawyer assistance programs for purposes of Rule 1.6(c) of the Rules of 
Professional Conduct. For instance, the Center for Practice Management (CPM).  As an 
advisory program, CPM garners lawyer assistance program status.  

Started in 2008, CPM provides advice, webinars, articles and videos about reducing 
risk, improving quality of your legal services and improving client relations.  You can 
also find information for managing your practice and improving efficiency.  This is free 
and confidential!  Look at all that is offered at http://www.ncbar.org/members/practice-
management/. 

BARCARES is a confidential, short-term intervention program provided cost-free to 
members of participating judicial district bars, voluntary bar associations such as 
the Wake County Bar Association and law schools. BarCARES is designed to offer 
no-cost assistance in dealing with problems causing distress and can be used to 
help with personal issues (crisis intervention, depression/anxiety, substance use and 
financial concerns); family issues (marriage/relationships, children/adolescents and 
parenting/family conflict); work issues (professional stressors, case-related stress and 
conflict resolution); and student coaching on stress and time management, etc. If you 
would like additional information about the program, please contact the BarCARES 
coordinator at 919-929-1227 or 1-800-640-0735 or visit www.barcares.org  

TLC, TRANSITIONING LAWYERS COMMISSION was originated by the Senior 
Lawyers Division.  Like CPM, it has been designated as a lawyer assistance program 
by the North Carolina State Bar.  Therefore, it is free and confidential!  The goal is to 
assist lawyers near the end of their career wind down their practices, and help each 
attorney transition from the practice of law to the next phase of his or her life.  This 
might mean identifying the best way to slow down and ultimately retire with dignity 
and grace, identifying a loss in cognitive skills that require taking certain steps  to 
transfer responsibilities in the practice or looking for the best means to sell the practice 
to a young attorney.  Learn more at https://www.ncbar.org/members/committees/
transitioning-lawyers-commission/.  

Lastly, there is the PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT INITIATIVE PROGRAM (PSI), which  
is an informal voluntary local lawyer and judge assistance program that handles 
client-lawyer, lawyer-lawyer and lawyer-judge issues.  Oversight is through the Chief 
Justice’s Commission on Professionalism, which encourages judicial districts to set up 
these voluntary programs.  For more information see, http://nccourts.org/Courts/CRS/
Councils/Professionalism/PSI.asp. 

Within both the North Carolina State Bar (mandatory) and the North Carolina Bar 
Association (voluntary) are sections, committees and commissions you can join, 
become a member, or get elected that emphasize different practice areas to assist you 
with the nuts and bolts of practice or specific aspects related to quality of life.  As I see 
it, the groups discussed above are designed not only to assist you with the technical 
aspects of your practice, but to assist you in maintaining the ethical and professional 
appearances of the practice of law and our legal community; those nebulous criteria 
that have less to do with knowing the elements of the cause of action and more to do 
with how your colleagues and the public perceive each of us in our service.  When you 
discover that you, a friend or a colleague needs help getting feet back on the ground, 
one of these groups may be just the help you needed.   WBF
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 ATTORNEYS MAKING HOUSE CALLS
  BY CAROL ANN ZANONI | SOLO PRACTITIONER

ATTORNEYS AROUND THE COUNTRY make house calls.1 Most of the 
attorneys who make house calls focus on wills and other estate planning 
services. Kathryn S. Kabat’s firm named, “Wills-on-Wheels” works out of Cary. 
She targets her service to those who have difficulty leaving their homes, such 
as the elderly and disabled. 

In some areas around the country making house calls is a common practice.  
Most of the firms found for this article were located in the northern Midwest, 
such as Wisconsin.  However, it is not uncommon elsewhere. Christina 
McPherson of McPherson Law Group in Dublin, California, says that she makes 
home visits to almost half of her estate planning clients. She does not charge 
for making a house call. She brings retainer agreements and her “Square” for 
taking credit card payments.  McPherson said she started making house calls 
because it was customary service in her father’s practice, which she joined.  
She added that it was not a novel practice.

The Law Office of John C. Dearie is unique in its mobile capabilities.2  His 
website shows that he has three mobile offices, which are converted buses that 
he has used his mobile offices for at least 12 years. The buses are furnished 
offices. At least one bus is equipped for video conferencing.  The mobile units 
travel throughout the boroughs of Manhattan.  His practice is focused on 
personal injury, medical malpractice and related areas.  

The mobile offices seem to be an efficient way to attract potential clients who 
are not necessarily motivated to seek legal counsel. The mobile offices function 
like three-dimensional traveling billboards. The buses communicate the instant 
availability of legal services to potential clients instantly and are instantly 
available to the consumer. It is the application of a key principle of marketing: 
Advertise a product, especially if it is new, when it becomes available and not 
before.

Dearie provides a valuable service to his clients by offering ready access to 
a lawyer. The mobile offices serve his needs as well as those in need of legal 
services.

Personal injury and bankruptcy attorneys have additional reasons for making 
house calls.  Clients are more comfortable in their own home and would be 
more forthcoming in interviews in their own environment. Some attorneys 
like to make house calls because it gets them out of the office. It provides a 
refreshing change in their environment. Still other attorneys make house calls 
because it’s difficult for clients to call on the attorney during business hours or 
get a babysitter.

Some practitioners say their clients cannot afford to take off from work and 
lose any income. Clients do not want to tell their employers that they need one 
or two hours off to meet with a bankruptcy attorney. Many are embarrassed to 
discuss bankruptcy with anyone.

A couple of attorneys mentioned safety as an issue to consider before making 
a house call. One firm sends two attorneys to conduct initial interviews. Another 
attorney mentioned that he would not go to certain areas of Milwaukee after 
dark.

OUT-OF-OFFICE CONSULTATIONS3 IN NORTH CAROLINA
North Carolina lawyers are not required to have a physical office.4  We are free 
of the bonds of a physical office. The North Carolina State Bar permits attorneys 
to meet with clients in places other than an office or even a neutral location. 
We can also charge a fee for the expense of making an out-of-office visit. The 
North Carolina State Bar uses the term “out of office” consultation or visit to 
cover the practice of making house calls and meeting with clients in places 
other than the attorney’s office.  

The North Carolina State Bar tells us that we must clearly disclose any charges 
associated with an out-of-office visit. The 2010 FEO 10 says that it would be 
misleading for a firm to advertise that it will provide out-of-office consultations, 
and that consultations are free if the firm intends to charge clients for expenses 
related to the out-of-office visit.5

EXPANDING MY SERVICE DELIVERY SYSTEM
AS A SOLO BANKRUPTCY ATTORNEY
I’m not new to making house calls. In my two previous work lives, I called on 
clients at their homes and at their places of business. I learned more about 
people and what they value from meeting them in locations that were important 
to them than if we met in a location that was comfortable and convenient 
only to me.  Observing where people function and how they function in their 
environment makes me more aware of how I can best interact with them.

I have consulted with a few clients in their homes and at neutral private 
locations.  Going forward, I will be actively offering the service. Now more than 
in the recent past consulting with clients in their homes seems to be the more 
efficient way to prepare a bankruptcy case.  The bankruptcy process demands 
a substantial amount of verification of the debtor’s circumstances. Debtors are 
required to show proof of income, proof of assets, title documents, domestic 
obligations and loan documents. The validation process can be overwhelming.

All documents filed with the bankruptcy court, the bankruptcy administrator 
and with the trustees are done electronically.  Few debtors have easy and 
inexpensive access to scanners and facsimile machines.  Some debtors do not 
have access to the Internet. The attorney can scan the verifications into a laptop 
or portable scanner in only one visit to the client’s home. This saves at least one 
step in the process of getting the information from the client to the attorney and 
then to the bankruptcy court system.  It also minimizes the chance the debtor 
cannot supply a document at the time of the visit.  Additionally, it eliminates the 
time the attorney waits for copies to arrive in the mail. 

MY MOBILE OFFICE
I have armed myself with the equipment to efficiently conduct successful out-
of-office consultations. I will be traveling with a MacBook Air.  I have a Fujitsu  
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Scan Snap S 1300i. It quickly and easily scans duplex pages directly into my 
MacBook.  It works with my PC, too.

I have a portable printer, the Canon PIXMA 110, which I have not used, but it is 
available if I need it. The only document I would complete and print at a client’s 
home is the retainer agreement. I have always conducted the initial consultation 
at the office and the retainer agreement signed at that meeting.  

I have used Canon, but I found it clumsy and unacceptably slow.  I am looking 
at the HP OfficeJet Mobil 150 as a replacement.  For now, I’ll bring blank 
retainer agreement forms with me.

I have experimented with iPad signing applications. I have found the Adobe Fill 
& Sign DC the most useful of all the signing applications available on iTunes. 
It is free and it does not require upgrades and additional payments to use any 
proprietary documents. I can upload my own documents to the software and 
keep them on file. However, the time and effort it takes to complete a form 
retainer on the iPad outweighs its usefulness. 

My next step is to communicate my out-of-office consultation capabilities to 
my client base. I will be offering it on my website and on additional marketing 
platforms.  I have yet to decide the where and how I will get my new service 
delivery system to the public.

There are two print publications, throwbacks to the age before smart phones, 
Google Maps, and GPS systems that I carry with me on the road. I have found 
it essential to have an Atlas and a folding road map (YES! The ones you can 
NEVER refold correctly) with me when I travel. So, I will store in my glove box: 

my DeLorme North Carolina Atlas and Gazetteer and my Rand McNally Easy 
Fold: North Carolina map.  These two are indispensable for those times when 
there is not a cell tower around, and you are detoured to a road that Google 
never saw.   WBF

END NOTES
1.  I was able to communicate with only the two attorneys. Other than Kabat and McPherson, 
the information I tell about attorneys making house calls was obtained through published 
articles on specific law firms and various firms’ websites.

2.  I was unable to reach Dearie by telephone.  I urge you to take a look at his mobile office 
system at the website: dearielaw.com.

3.  2012 Formal Ethics Opinion 6, October 26, 2012 tells us that lawyers may use time-
shared office addresses, post office addresses on letterheads and in advertising. The lawyer 
may not mislead the public into believing that the address or telephone number refers to the 
actual location of the law firm.

4.  Id. at Opinion # 3 referring to 2004 FEO 8.

SALLIE KEARNS GOLF TOURNAMENT
Kellie Myers and Sallie Kearns will present the 24th annual Veterans’ Day Golf Tournament  
on Wednesday, November 11, 2015 at Reedy Creek Golf Course.  Mark your calendars and  
save the date.  Applications will soon be posted in the Bar Flyer, placed in the Courthouse  
mailboxes or picked up in the Trial Court Administrator’s offices.



   SPONSORSHIP OF THE 2015 WAKE COUNTY BAR AWARDS | OCTOBER 29, 2015
   WAKE COUNTY BAR AWARDS PLANNING COMMITTEE | ADAM M. GOTTSEGEN, SPONSORSHIP CHAIR

THE EIGHTH ANNUAL BAR AWARDS show will be held on Thursday, October 29.  This year, our evening will begin with a reception and silent auction at the North Car-
olina Museum of History followed by the Wake County Bar Awards show in Daniels Auditorium, located in the Museum of History.  Our Bar Awards shows in years past 
have been a great success with last year being the most successful show to date.  Last year we raised more than $50,000 for Legal Aid and this year Legal Aid needs 
our help more than ever.  As stated in years past, “Legal Aid Needs Your Help So Bad It’s Not Funny.”

A message to our membership from Legal Aid:

“The Legal Aid of North Carolina (LANC) Raleigh office improves the lives of thousands of Wake County families each year. LANC’s Raleigh attorneys represent domestic 
violence victims to obtain protective orders for themselves and their children, represent tenants to prevent illegal evictions, and help consumers fight back against fraud 
and scams. Last year, the $50,000 raised from the Wake County Bar Awards allowed the LANC Raleigh office to fund an attorney for a year. Your support of the Wake 
County Bar Awards makes a life-changing difference for thousands of Wake County residents and their families. LANC is thrilled to partner with the Wake County Bar 
Association to make our community a better place to live.”

We want to continue the success of this fundraiser for Legal Aid and the citizens of Wake County and cannot do it without your help and the help from members of the 
community. Legal Aid receives 100 percent of the funds raised through sponsorships, ticket sales and through the sale of our silent auction items.

This year’s Firm and Individual Sponsorship Levels and Benefits include: 
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Platinum Firm Sponsorships – $5,000:
• Firm of the Year!
• Recognition in song
• 16 seats in reserved section
• Recognition as top-level sponsor in printed materials and 
    promotional items before and after event
• Full-page ad in the program
• Recognition from emcee at podium as top-level sponsor

Gold Firm Sponsorships – $1,500
• (12) tickets in a reserved section near stage
• 1/2 page ad in program
• Recognition from emcee at podium
• Recognition in printed materials and promotional items 
   before and after event

Silver Firm Sponsorships – $750
• (8) tickets in reserved seating
• ¼ page ad in program
• Recognition in printed materials

Bronze Firm Sponsorships – $500
• (4) tickets in reserved seating
• Recognition in printed materials

Individual Attorney Sponsorships – $125
• (2) tickets in reserved seating
• Recognition in printed materials

General Admission tickets are also available for $25 per person or $40 for two tickets.
If your firm is interested in being a Firm Sponsor, please contact Adam Gottsegen at agottsegen@nichollscrampton.com or 919-781-1311. If you are interested in 
being an Individual Sponsor or purchasing individual tickets, please contact Whitney von Haam at (919) 657-1572 or whitney@wakecountybar.org.

Silent Auction
We will be having a Silent Auction again this year and are in need of donations.  All donors of items for our Silent Auction will be recognized in the show’s program. 
Any contribution made to our silent auction is tax deductible and the Foundation can provide a receipt for their records. There is no minimum value on the items we 
are seeking and all funds raised through the auction go directly to Legal Aid.  In years past, we have had donations including artwork, weekend getaways at members’ 
vacation homes, gift certificates for a variety of businesses including restaurants, massages, spa treatments and museum exhibitions as well as other items sold 
by local businesses.  We encourage you to reach out to your friends, family, neighbors or to your favorite business and ask that their business make a contribution.  
Alternatively, please feel free to contact Stephanie Poley at 919-863-8740 or SPoley@cshlaw.com and provide her with the contact information so that we can reach 
out to make the request for a donation. 

This event has been successful in the past due to the generous contributions of our membership, local businesses and the dedicated members of the Legal Aid 
Fundraiser committee who undertake planning the event, writing, producing and performing the show and soliciting sponsorships and donations.  Thank you to each of 
you for your support in the past and thank you in advance for your continued support of Legal Aid.   WBF
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 SAVE THE DATE | PUBLIC SERVICE FAIR OCTOBER 10
Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 10 from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. for the 
Wake County Bar Association's Public Service Festival!  The WCBA has teamed 
up with Alliance Medical Ministry to provide a day of service, fun, and legal advice 
to their patients and the local community.  The festival will be located at Alliance 
Medical Ministry, 101 Donald Ross Drive, Raleigh (off New Bern Avenue near 
WakeMed).  

This is a family-friendly event so you're encouraged to bring your spouse and 
children to help out!  We'll have several different areas where you can volunteer 
and get involved such as:

(1)  Walk with a Doctor (1-mile walk with patients)

(2)  Work in the community garden

(3) Provide “Call-For-All-like” legal services (i.e.: consumer, immigration, criminal, 
domestic violence, landlord/tenant, worker's comp, personnel/employment, etc.)

(4)  Voter registration

(5)  Collection drives for office supplies, over-the-counter medicines and medical 
items that Alliance needs; and books for children

(6) Donations for prizes/giveaways for the patients and visitors

(7) Activities for kids

(8) A community education program regarding the lives of the economically 
disadvantaged in Wake County

(9) Read with community children who can then take gently used books we 
donate home with them. 

The goal of this event is to serve Alliance and our local community and to allow 
an opportunity for every attorney in the WCBA to participate, whether they're in a 
private firm, solos or work in areas of the government where they cannot provide 
legal advice to the public.  We really need your help both the day of and in prepa-
ration for our Inaugural Annual WCBA Public Service Fair.  If you would like to 
assist on the committee, please feel free to contact the Public Service Fair Chair 
Ashleigh Dunston at ashleighparkerdunston@gmail.com.   WBF

Come and enjoy all of the good things that make the WCBA Family Picnic fun! 
 Wilber’s BBQ – with hot dogs & mac ‘n’ cheese for the kids! • 2015 Wakie – the traditional stuffed animal

Rides on the Train and Carousel  • Frozen Yogurt with Fun Toppings from Yogurt Mountain

2015 FAMILY PICNIC AT PULLEN PARK • FRIDAY, SEPT. 11 FROM 4-7 P.M. 
SIGN UP ONLINE TODAY AT WAKECOUNTYBAR.ORG!
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  THREE CHOSEN FOR SCHOLARSHIPS FROM RECORD NUMBER OF APPLICANTS
Three law students with outstanding records of achievement received the 
Wake County Bar Association memorial scholarships at the June luncheon 
meeting.

Morgan Abbott, 25, a rising third year law student at Duke University, Kath-
leen Dunn, 26, a rising third-year student from Campbell University, and Brian 
Gwyn, 34, a rising third-year at the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill, were each awarded a 
$5,000 scholarship. 

Abbott, of Raleigh, did her 
undergraduate work at 
UNC-CH, majoring in both 
public policy and religious 
studies.  She graduated in 
2012 with highest distinc-
tion and honors and was in-
ducted into Phi Beta Kappa.  
She has worked extensively 
in Africa since 2007, and 
moved to Africa to work af-
ter graduating from UNC.  In 
Kenya she worked with New 
Life Homes, which cares for 
abandoned and orphaned 
children, and in Uganda, she 
worked with the Inter-
national Justice Mission, 
which seeks to return seized 
property to widows and 
orphans displaced by civil 
war.  In addition, she formed her own non-profit organization to support those 
working with children in Kenya.  Abbott is working this summer with the firms 
of Robinson Bradshaw and Smith Anderson.

Dunn, of Cary, attended Appalachian State University and received her un-
dergraduate degree in chemistry, with a specialization in forensic science, in 
2010 and a degree in Criminal Justice in 2011.   She received several book 
awards at Campbell and has an outstanding scholastic record.  She has been 
an intern in the Charlotte Police Department’s homicide unit and an extern 
with the N.C. Office of State Auditor and with the N.C. Office of Indigent De-

fense Services as she worked for Forensic Resource Counsel.  She is working 

this summer with the firm of Anderson Jones in Cary.

Gwyn, of Cary, received his undergraduate degree in political science from 

N.C. State University in 2003 and received a master’s degree in school ad-

ministration from UNC-Chapel Hill in 2009.  Before attending law school, he 

worked in the Wake County Public 

School system, including serving as 

an assistant principal for four years.

In law school, he has done extensive 

pro bono work, mostly involving in 

educational equity issues.  He has 

also worked with the Louisiana 

Department of Education and this 

summer is working with the N.C. 

General Assembly.

Since the first scholarship was 

awarded in 1989, 56 scholarships 

have been given to deserving 

students totaling $172,700.  The 

scholarships are awarded annually 

to law students or persons about 

to enter law school who have Wake 

County ties.

Money for the scholarships comes from interest on the Wake County Bar 

Association endowment fund.  The endowment is funded in part by donations 

made in memory of or in honor of WCBA members, from the WCBA golf tour-

nament and the annual golf tournament organized by former Wake County 

Trial Court Administrator Sallie Kearns.  

The scholarship fund was started following the death of Edwin S. Preston Jr., 

former Chief Resident Superior Court judge in Wake County.   WBF

Endowment Scholarship Chair Bill Bystrynski joins the three scholarship recipients for  
a photo with luncheon speaker, Chief Justice Mark Martin. Shown in the picture, from left: Bystrynski, 
Brian Gwyn of UNC, Kathleen Dunn of Campbell, Chief Justice Martin and Morgan Abbott of Duke.

FOLLOW, CONNECT AND LIKE: WCBA SOCIAL MEDIA

FACEBOOK.COM/WCBA.WAKE

@WAKECOUNTYBAR
@WCBAYLDWAKE COUNTY BAR

ASSOCIATION GROUP @WCBATENTH



CELEBRATING YEARS OF SERVICE

Celebrating 35 years of  service.

LIABILITY INSURANCE 
COMPANY OF 
NORTH CAROLINA

LAWYERS
MUTUAL

LIABILITY INSURANCE 
COMPANY OF 
NORTH CAROLINA

LAWYERS 
MUTUAL

CELEBRATING YEARS. 1977-2012

LIABILITY INSURANCE 
COMPANY OF 
NORTH CAROLINA

LAWYERS
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original 
“traditional” logo

updated design

updated design with 
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Building Relationships 

Lawyers Mutual would like to 

congratulate John Hester for his 

30 years of dedicated service to 

the lawyers of North Carolina 

and to Lawyers Mutual.

through 30 years 
          of Service.

www.lawyersmutualnc.com     919.677.8900    800.662.8843

connect with us
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CAMILLE STELL is the Vice 
President of Client Services 
for Lawyers Mutual. Camille 
has more than 20 years of 
experience in the legal field. 
Contact Camille at camille@
lawyersmutualnc.com or 
800.662.8843.

 I MADE A MISTAKE. WHAT NOW? BY CAMILLE STELL, VICE PRESIDENT OF CLIENT SERVICES | LAWYERS MUTUAL

EVERYONE MAKES MISTAKES. Even the most competent, diligent practicing attorney may make a mistake. Fortunately, 
most attorney mistakes are minor, resulting in little consequence to the client. However, when a material mistake does 
occur, an attorney may make the situation worse by mishandling the matter with their client or malpractice provider.

What should an attorney do after discovering a mistake that may adversely affect a client?

Rule 1.4 (a) (3) of the N.C. Rules of Professional Conduct requires a lawyer to keep the client reasonably informed 
about their case. Any actual material mistake by the lawyer is a significant development that affects the representation 
and should be discussed with the client as soon as possible.

An attorney must remember that his client’s interest is paramount to his own interest. Rule 1.4, Comment 7 provides 
that a lawyer must avoid impermissible conflicts of interest. If you know that you have made a material mistake that 
cannot be fixed, you should promptly inform your client and tell them that due to a conflict of interest you may no longer 
advise him on the subject of your representation. You should also tell the client that he should seek independent legal 
advice. Do not give the client any advice regarding a potential legal malpractice claim against you. 

If you are unsure of whether your mistake is correctable or whether it creates a conflict of interest with your client, call 
your malpractice provider. Claims repair efforts are often successful and allow you to get your client’s case back on 
course.

When discussing the potential mistake with your client, keep in mind that the ethics rules prohibit a lawyer from settling 
a legal malpractice case unless the client has been advised in writing that they should seek advice of counsel about the 
settlement of a potential malpractice case. A potential trap is the discussion with a client where the client states that 
he is considering filing a malpractice action unless you return or give up the right to collect the fee. If you agree without 
meeting the ethical requirement of Rule 1.8 (h) (2), your action could result in an ethical violation, as well as taint the 
subsequent malpractice action.

If your client demands his file, you will need to keep a copy for yourself. Keep your communications with your 
malpractice provider separate from the client file and do not give your client these communications.

Prompt reporting of a potential claim is important. Failure to timely report may jeopardize your insurance coverage. 
Once you have reported the potential claim to your malpractice provider, you will be asked to provide a written narrative 
of your representation and the circumstances of your mistake. Providing the information promptly allows the company 
to properly evaluate your claim. Should defense counsel be hired to represent you, you are now the client. Cooperate 
with your attorney and allow them to evaluate your case and provide you with advice and counsel. Act like the client 
that you wished you could represent.

PROPOSED ETHICS OPINION
In April, the North Carolina State Bar Ethics Committee issued a proposed opinion titled “Disclosing Potential 
Malpractice to a Client”, Proposed 2015 FEO 4. The opinion states “although an error during the representation of a 
client may not constitute professional misconduct, the actions that the lawyer takes following the realization that she 
has committed an error should be guided by the requirements of the Rules of Professional Conduct”. This opinion 
explains a lawyer’s professional responsibilities when the lawyer has committed what she believes may be legal 
malpractice.

The proposed opinion does allow the attorney to examine the nature of the mistake in determining whether it needs 
to be disclosed to a client but once that determination has been made, it provides for disclosure to the client as soon 
as possible. If an attorney does determine that disclosure is necessary, the advice of the malpractice insurance carrier 
should be sought before doing so.

The proposed opinion examines seven inquiries relating to the disclosure of potential malpractice to the client. See the 
State Bar’s website to read the proposed opinion in full.

Everyone makes mistakes. However, mishandling a mistake may result in disciplinary proceedings, increased damages, 
fee disgorgement and potential loss of coverage under your malpractice policy.

RESOURCES
“I Made a Mistake. What Now? Don’t Make it Worse” Risk Management Practice Guide, available on the Lawyers 
Mutual website www.lawyersmutualnc.com

“Disclosing Potential Malpractice to a Client”, Proposed 2015 FEO 4, available on the North Carolina State Bar website 
www.ncbar.org/ethics
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Attorney Robert J. Ramseur, Jr. 
Appointed To North Carolina Real 
Estate Commission

Ragsdale Liggett PLLC is pleased to announce that 
Robert J. Ramseur, Jr. has been appointed to the 
North Carolina Real Estate Commission by Governor 
Pat McCrory.  The Commission is responsible for the 
regulation of approximately 100,000 real estate firms 
and agents in the state.

Ramseur is a partner at the law firm of Ragsdale Liggett PLLC and chair of its 
real estate department.  His practice is focused on residential and commer-
cial real estate transactions, real estate financing and development, tax and 
entity structuring, lease negotiations and drafting and real estate litigation. 

The National Judicial College President 
Honors The Honorable Michael Morgan

National Judicial College (NJC) President Chad 
Schmucker awarded the prestigious V. Robert Payant 
Award for Teaching Excellence to the Honorable 
Michael Morgan at the North Carolina Bar Association 
Annual meeting in Asheville on June 19.
 
Judge Morgan attended the NJC course on Adminis-

trative Law Fair Hearing in 1990, and in 1993 became a member of the NJC 
faculty, and has taught the same course he took years before. He also served 
as a member of the NJC Faculty Council of the NJC, and has continued to 
teach at the NJC. 

Wade Smith Awarded NCBA’s 
Judge John J. Parker Memorial Award

The Raleigh firm of Tharrington Smith LLP is proud to 
announce that one of its founding partners, Wade M. 
Smith, has been honored by the North Carolina Bar 
Association with the state’s highest professional legal 
award, the Judge John J. Parker Memorial Award.

Established by the NC Bar Association Board of 
Governors in 1959, the Judge John J. Parker Memorial Award was created to 
honor the memory of United States Circuit Court Judge Parker’s accomplish-
ments and to instill emulation of his life-long contributions to enhancement 

of the administration of justice.  The award recognizes conspicuous service 
to the cause of jurisprudence in North Carolina by members of the bar.  The 
North Carolina Bar Association Past Presidents’ Council selects candidates 
upon nomination, and their selection is subject to the approval of the Board 
of Governors.  While this award is given at the NCBA’s Annual Meeting, it is 
not given every year.  In its 56-year history, the award has been bestowed 
only 37 times, including this year’s award.

Alice Stubbs Recognized 
By Martindale Hubbell

Tharrington Smith LLP is pleased to announce that 
Family Law Partner, Alice C. Stubbs, has been recog-
nized with Martindale Hubbell’s 2015 Client Distinc-
tion Award, which is given to those lawyers based on 
ratings for communications ability, responsiveness, 
quality of service and value for money. 

Alice C. Stubbs is a partner in the firm’s Family Law Section.  She joined 
Tharrington Smith in 2006 after completing eight years as a Wake County 
District Court judge. 

Brian Edlin Admitted As Fellow To 
American College Of Real Estate Lawyers 

Brian Edlin, a partner in the law firm of Jordan Price 
Wall Gray Jones & Carlton, was recently admitted as a 
Fellow to the American College of Real Estate Lawyers 
(“ACREL”).  ACREL was founded in 1978 and is dedi-
cated to promoting the high standards of professional 
and ethical responsibility in the practice of real estate 
law.  Admission to ACREL is by invitation only to those 

having practiced for 10 years in real estate law after considerable peer 
review by lawyers who are distinguished real estate practitioners.

Legal Publisher Chambers And Partners  
Recognizes Nelson Mullins Raleigh 
Attorneys

Legal directory publisher Chambers and Partners 
has recognized Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough 
LLP for its North Carolina healthcare practice and 
has singled out two Raleigh partners for their legal 

 WCBA MEMBER NEWS



THE 21ST LUNCH WITH A LAWYER kicked off 
with Mark Finkelstein addressing 200 parents 
and students at McKimmon Center on May 16, 
2015. 
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BarCARES
Did you know that BarCARES also 
has resources for career coun-
seling? Don’t hesitate to call—no 
problem is too big or too small. 
We have a program ready to help 
you and your immediate family.

919.929.1227 or 
1.800.640.9735

practices. The ranked attorneys and their practices 
are past WCBA president Terri Gardner for the area of 
Bankruptcy/Restructuring, and Noah Huffstetler III for 
the area of Healthcare. 

Rankings are based on interviews with law firms 
and clients and released in Chambers USA 2015, 
according to the organization. The qualities on which 
rankings are assessed include technical legal ability, 
professional conduct, client service, commercial 
astuteness, diligence, commitment, and other qualities 

most valued by the client.

Annual Smith Anderson Pro Bono Award 
For Exceptional Service Announced

On April 15, Wake Forest University School of Law announced the recipient 
of its annual Smith Anderson Pro Bono Award for Exceptional Service. The 

award was presented to Hannah Nicholes, a Wake Forest Law third-year law 
student who best exemplified the pro humanitate spirit.

From her first semester as a law student, Hannah began volunteering for 
Legal Aid of North Carolina and developed a passion for advocating on behalf 
of those who would otherwise be denied justice. 

Benita N. Jones Named Vice-Chair 
Of The NCBA Education Law Section

The Raleigh law firm of Tharrington Smith LLP  
is pleased to announce that Education Law  
Section attorney, Benita N. Jones, was appointed  
Vice Chair of the North Carolina Bar Association’s Edu-
cation Section, at the Section’s Annual Meeting  
in late April.   WBF



230 Fayetteville Street, Raleigh
919.723.2300

Garner • Raleigh • Wake Forest • Wilmington
NorthStateBank.com

Fifteen years ago, 
North State Bank opened for business.  
We established our core values and  
continue to adhere to them today.

Consistency. Fairness. Hard work. 
Integrity. Teamwork.

We offer a high level of service  
and convenient access for Wake County 
attorneys, including our Downtown Raleigh 
office just steps from the courthouse.

If you bank with us, thank you.  
If you are not banking with us yet,  
give us a call.

Larry D. Barbour, President and CEO



THE HISTORY COMMITTEE’S VIDEO PROJECT IS 
STILL GOING STRONG  |  On May 4, at the offices of 
Young Moore & Henderson, Robert Louis Emanuel 
(pictured, center) was interviewed by committee 
member Nick Fountain (right). Tina Kirby (left)of 
Capital Reporting graciously volunteered her time 
to record this and future interviews. Additionally, the 
committee’s appreciation goes to Jessica Vickers of 
Manning Fulton, who provided background research 
for the interview. Charlie Blanchard was interviewed 
in June. Videos will be loaded onto the WCBA’s 
YouTube channel as they become available.   WBF
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 YLD NEWS
 2015 YLD OFFICERS
 PRESIDENT: JAMES HASH
 SECRETARY/PRESIDENT ELECT: BRODIE ERWIN
 TREASURER: SAM FLEDER

YLD SOCIALS
Beat the heat July 9 – Join us at Tir Na Nog (218 Blount Street) from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. Our August Social will be held on Thursday, August 6 from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m., Carolina Ale House (Glenwood South).  We hope you will join us! 
Questions? Please contact Julie Cronin jcronin@mgsattorneys.com or Chris 
Dozier chris@dozierlawfirm.com. 

ANNUAL SUMMER CLERK ORIENTATION SETS RECORD ATTENDANCE
ON JUNE 4, the YLD held its annual summer clerk orientation program at the Wake County Justice Center.  This year’s program had 154 law clerks, a 
record-setting attendance number. Sam Fleder of Smith Debnam, chair of the YLD Summer Clerk Program and treasurer of the YLD, expressed his pride 
and enthusiasm about the program stating ‘The program this year was phenomenal. Attendance continues to increase and we are pleased to create a 
positive impact on the interns and law clerks in the legal profession in Wake County.’ The YLD social afterward was well attended by both the clerks and YLD 
members, giving the clerks a chance to mingle with their classmates and make connections with local attorneys.   WBF

The Wake County Real Property Lawyers Association meets for lunch and a brief program on the third Wednesday of each 
month at the Carolina Country Club from noon to 1 p.m.  The August speaker will be Robert Howard, Sr., who will be discussing 
the effects of family law on real estate law, and the September speakers will be Tom Morgan and Gary Thompson, who will 
be discussing the North Carolina and South Carolina boundary issue.  Please contact Ashleigh Black at ablack@rl-law.com for 
reservations and further information.



July 14 |  WCBA Luncheon Recognizing Lawyers 
 Practicing for 50 years  
 North Raleigh Hilton – 12:15 p.m. 

July 15 | Breakfast Discussion Series – Cyber Security 
 1-hour CLE credit, Campbell Law School – 7:30-8:30 a.m.

August 14 | Tenth Judicial District Bar Memorial Service  
 Wake County Justice Center, Courtroom 701 – 2 p.m.

August 19 |  Breakfast Discussion Series – Collaborative Law
 1-hour CLE credit, Campbell Law School – 7:30-8:30 a.m.

August 27 | Basics of Family Law 
 3-hour CLE credit, Campbell Law School –1-5 p.m.

Sept. 3 | Beer CLE followed by WCBA Social 
 1-hour CLE credit Brewery TBD – 4:30 p.m. CLE, 
 5:30 p.m. social

Sept. 11 |  WCBA Family Picnic at Pullen Park – 4:30 p.m. to dusk

Sept. 16 |  Breakfast Discussion Series – 
 Trust Accounts with Peter Bolac 
 1-hour CLE  Campbell Law School –7:30-8:30 a.m.

Sept. 30 |  Swearing-In Ceremony  
 Fletcher Opera Theatre at the Duke Energy Center for  
 Performing Arts, 1 p.m. check-in; 2 p.m. ceremony

Oct. 8 | Members-Only Oyster Roast & BBQ, Haywood Hall
 6 p.m. to dusk

Oct. 10 | Inaugural Public Service Festival 
 Alliance Medical Ministry – 9:30 a.m. -1 p.m.

Oct. 29 | 8th Annual Legal Aid Fundraiser: The Bar Awards    
 NC Museum of History – Silent Auction: 5:30 p.m. 
 Curtain: 7 p.m.

Dec. 4 |  WCBA Holiday Party 
 NOTE NEW LOCATION: Crabtree Marriott – 7-11 p.m.

WCBA ATHLETICS COMMITTEE PRESENTS THE RETURN OF 
LAWYER SOFTBALL LEAGUE SUNDAYS FROM SEPTEMBER 13 - NOVEMBER 1

Dust off the old cleats, oil up the glove and start stretching out, folks.  The  
WCBA Lawyer Softball League is back and better than ever!  

Entries for the LLS are being accepted now.  Visit the Wake County Bar  
Association at http://www.wakecountybar.org to reserve your spot.  Whether  
you have a full team, most of a team or just an individual looking to mix it up, 
we’ve got a spot for you. It is $25 to join, but that includes all games,  
equipment and umpires for the games.   

Games are set to start the afternoon of Sunday, September 13 and each following 
Sunday, concluding with playoffs on November 1.  

We are playing once again at Pullen Park Arts Center (105 Pullen Road) softball 
field No. 1.  Short Porch!

Rumor has it that the Bad News Barristers (pictured, right) are back and ready  
to defend their 2013 Championship!
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