
ANNUAL CONFERENCE:
PICTURE THE

POSSIBILITIES!  

N U T M E G G E R

SNACT Vision

All CT students have access to
nutritious school meals that promote a
healthy lifestyle
 

SNACT Mission
Provide school nutrition professionals
with tools, resources and opportunities
for program success and sustainability
 

SNACT Values
Striving for excellence through:
Integrity
Commitment
Inclusion
Collaboration
Dedication

SCHOOL NUTRITION ASSOCIATION OF CONNECTICUT
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Farm fresh produce used in 
Plainville Community Schools
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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  L E T T E R

As a chef, caterer, and former restaurant owner, I never imagined a career in school nutrition, but life has
brought me here. Competing on Food Network’s “Chopped” allowed me to represent school cooks as
equals to restaurant chefs and raised public awareness about healthy school meals. That experience led
me to my first National SNA Conference, which inspired me to become more active in SNA—first as a
committee member, then as a chair, and now as an officer. SNACT has been one of the most rewarding
experiences of my professional and personal life, opening doors for me to grow from 21 years as a
school chef to now a Director. It has allowed me to travel to many states I would have never seen if it
weren’t for SNA events. I encourage you to consider joining one of our SNACT committees. Not only will it
help us achieve great things for our students, but it will also provide you with countless opportunities
that you may never have envisioned. I urge you to consider stepping into leadership roles; these
opportunities can enhance your career, expand your network, and foster lasting relationships.

I look forward to sharing with you a year filled with wonderful accomplishments through teamwork and
collaboration, while valuing both our past experiences and future aspirations. We have an incredibly
dedicated and talented Board, along with committed industry partners, all devoted to making SNACT the
best it can be. Our committee chairs and members have already been hard at work planning exciting
initiatives for this year. I can hardly contain my enthusiasm for the possibilities ahead, especially as we
align our efforts with our theme, "Picture the Possibilities."

Please check our SNACT calendar regularly for upcoming events and opportunities. Follow the SNACT
Pack Facebook page for more information on events, contests, and ideas. Check our website for nutrition
education training and mentorship opportunities. Share your photos of your great work with SNACT so
we can celebrate you and all you do!

This year marks our 75th anniversary—a once-in-a-lifetime event! I cannot thank our industry partners
enough for their generous support and sponsorships that will make this so memorable.

SNACT is here to support you both professionally and personally. To all the new directors out there, you
are not alone—SNACT is here for you. We are all working together to provide nutritious meals to
children. In my opinion, there is no better job than that.

Thank you for your continued support, and please feel free to reach out to me anytime for assistance,
questions, or simply for moral support—that is what SNACT has given me, and I will pass it forward to
you. Have a great conference and an even better year!
Warm regards,
 Dianne Houlihan SNACT President
dhoulihan@waterfordschools.org
Waterford Public Schools School Dining & Nutrition Services Director 

Welcome Everyone!
It’s hard to believe that fall is already upon us! We’re back
in school, doing what we do best—feeding kids, nurturing
the future, and providing the good nutrition they need to

succeed. It is both an honor and a privilege to serve as
your SNACT President this year. I can already envision all
the possibilities that lie ahead, especially as we embrace

our conference theme: "Picture the Possibilities."
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C O N F E R E N C E  K E Y N O T E

Your Nerdy Best
Friend, Beth Z

Beth Ziesenis: Author. Speaker. Nerd.
Since her first Motorola RAZR flip phone, Beth has made a
verb out of the word "nerd." She's here to help you filter
through thousands of apps, gadgets, widgets and doodads
to find the perfect free and bargain technology tools for
work and home. Although the only real trophy she ever won
was for making perfect French fries at McDonald's in high
school, Beth Z has been featured on Best Speaker lists by
several organizations who write best speaker lists. She has
written a whole shelf of books on apps and has spoken to
more than 100 thousand audience members just like you.
And if you're puzzling over why she goes by "Beth Z"... it's
because she only finds about three people a year who can
pronounce her last name.
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S P E A K E R  B I O S

Louis Bronk, Assistant Superintendent for Personnel and Talent
Development, Meriden Public Schools
Louis’ work includes the direction and oversight of all Personnel functioning for the
district and supervision of the district's high school principals. Louis is also involved
with the development of certified staff including: the Leadership Academy, an
innovative program to train the district's teacher leaders, the Aspiring Leaders
Academy for staff interested in pursuing a career in administration and a
comprehensive new teacher induction program. His work also includes developing
University partnerships and leading the district's efforts to diversify the teacher
workforce. The Meriden Public Schools was honored with the AASPA CS Robinson
Award for Talent Development under his leadership. 

Louis is also an active adjunct faculty member of the Neag School of Education. He
is an instructor in the University of Connecticut Administrator Preparation Program
(UCAPP). He has been a presenter at various statewide conferences and workshops,
including the New Leaders’ Academy for the CT Association of Schools, the UCONN
Executive Leadership Program, and Connecticut Association of Boards of
Education (CABE/CAPSS). He has presented nationally at the American Association
of School Personnel Administrators (AASPA) annual conference and the Council of
Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) School Leadership Collaborative.

Thursday
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THE CSDE Team!
Shannon Yearwood, Bureau Chief
Jennifer  Bove, Education Services Specialist
Fionnuala Brown, Education Consultant
Allison Calhoun White, Education Consultant
Greg King, Education Services Specialist
Monica Pacheco, Education Consultant

The Connecticut Sate Department of Education
Bureau of Child Nutrition Programs



Friday
S P E A K E R  B I O S

Dan Giusti, Chef, CEO/Founder of Brigaid
Growing up in a food-loving Italian family inspired Dan to attend the Culinary
Institute of America in New York. He quickly rose through the culinary ranks,
serving as Executive Chef of 1789 in Washington, D.C. and Head Chef of Noma in
Copenhagen. After three years in the latter role, he returned to the United States to
tackle another culinary challenge: school food.

In 2016, he founded Brigaid, assembling a team of professional chefs who were
eager to apply their culinary expertise to help elevate the quality of school
foodservice programs. Since then, Brigaid’s work has expanded to senior centers
and a prison system. It remains guided by Dan’s belief that everyone deserves
nourishing food, cooked with care and passion.  
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Jose Quinones, National School Business Development Manager, JTM
Food Group
Jose  joined J.T.M. Food Group in February 2012 as the National Business
Development Manager. Jose has a Bachelor’s degree in Food Science and Human
Nutrition from the University of Florida. He is a member of the SNA National DEIA
working Group. Represented the Industry on the Strategic Planning Committee for
ICN. Co-chair of the Membership Committee for the ACDA organization. He has
worked in the K-12 Segment for over 25 years.

Anthony Gennaro, Director of Security and Emergency Preparedness,
ACES 
Anthony’s role involves coordiating a school safety program that includes policy
creation, compliance oversight, and extensive collaboration at ACES with executive
leadership, school administrators, and ACES school communities. Anthony’s
leadership extends to event security planning, threat assessment, and community
outreach, where he serves as a liaison to local law enforcement, advises site
administrators, and represents ACES on security matters for the ACES Schools in
the region.
With a background as a police officer, School Resource Officer, and security
specialist, Anthony’s expertise in crisis response, conflict mediation, and safety
policy is extensive. His hands-on experience with crime prevention, facility
vulnerability audits, and restorative practices has informed his work at ACES, where
he is dedicated to fostering a secure, welcoming, and effective learning
environment.



C O N F E R E N C E  A G E N D A
Thursday, November 21, 2024

Masters of Ceremonies: Tracey Winzer and Diane Wilson, Program Development
Committee Co Chairs

7:00 – 8:00 am Registration and Breakfast 
Location: Mystic Ballroom prefunction
All Thursday conference sessions will take place in the Mystic Ballroom

8:00-8:15 WELCOME
Dianne Houlihan, Director of School Dining and Nutrition Services
Waterford Public Schools and 2024-2025 President, School Nutrition Association
of Connecticut

8:15-9:15 CSDE update  
USDA Child Nutrition program regulations are constantly changing, are you up to
date and in compliance? Each District has the responsibility to ensure they meet
all federal and state regulations, whether contracted or self-operated. Find out
what’s new, what’s happening, and how it will impact your district. Part 2 of the
CSDE presentation will be on Friday morning

Presented by Shannon Yearwood, Bureau Chief, Bureau of Child Nutrition
Programs, Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE)
 1 CEU Key Area 3: (3000) Administration

9:15-9:20 Spotlight: Tyson Foods represented by Cameron Brookes

9:20-10:20  Adapting to Change and Overcoming Challenges in the
Workforce
Managers today face more frequent and complex personnel issues, such as low
engagement, interpersonal conflicts, and performance issues.  Learn from
experiences and strategies to navigate personnel issues, increase accountability,
and create a thriving workplace culture.

Presented by Louis Bronk, Assistant Superintendent for Personnel and Talent
Development, Meriden Public Schools 
 1 CEU Key Area 3: (3000) Administration

10:20-10:35 Break
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C O N F E R E N C E  A G E N D A
10:40-11:40 AI’s Biggest Questions, Myths and Mysteries 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) often feels like a blend of buzzwords and bewilderment.
Will robots take our jobs? Does ChatGPT steal our data? Are AI tools big fat liars?

Beth Z will take us on a lively exploration of AI’s most puzzling questions and
common myths. With nerdy humor mixed with practical tips, Beth Z makes the
enigmatic world of AI a tad less intimidating and a lot more intriguing.
In this session, you'll...

Learn ways to future-proof your job from an AI takeover
Understand why AI makes up facts and how to combat misinformation
Examine the issue of data privacy
Gain insight into AI challenges with plagiarism and copyright infringement
Discover the newest AI tools and how to stay on top of new AI technology and
opportunities.

This is a two hour session with a break in between!

Presented by Your Nerdy Best Friend, Beth Z 
 2 CEU Key Area 3: (3000) Administration

11:40-11:45 Spotlight: Wild Mike’s/SA Piazza, represented by Diana McCarthy 

11:45-11:50 SNACT Mentor Program: Amanda Aldred

11:50- 12:50 AI’s Biggest Questions, Myths and Mysteries Part II

 12:50-1:00 THANK YOU / Intro to Trade Show
Dianne Houlihan and Jason Bloch, McCain Foods and SNACT Industry Council
Chair

1:00-4:00 75th ANNUAL FOOD and INDUSTRY SHOW 
The trade show will take place in the Marriott Ballroom
1 CEU Key Area 2: (2000) Operation (Purchase Food, Supplies & Equipment- 2430)

Total Thursday CEUS: 5
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C O N F E R E N C E  A G E N D A
Friday November 22 

Masters of Ceremonies: Tracey Winzer and Diane Wilson, Program Development
Committee Co Chairs

7:00 – 8:00 am Registration and Breakfast 
Location: Mystic Ballroom prefunction
All Friday conference sessions will take place in the Mystic Ballroom

7:55- 8:00 WELCOME
Dianne Houlihan Director of School Dining and Nutrition Services
Waterford Public Schools and 2024-2025 President, School Nutrition Association of
Connecticut

8:00-9:30 You CANNOT afford to leave your entitlement dollars on the table!
This session provides practical strategies to optimize your USDA commodity food
entitlement dollars. Learn how to effectively incorporate USDA Foods into your
menus using different techniques, creating reimbursable meals that save on costs.
Walk away with actionable insights to make the most of your entitlement funding
for long-term financial benefits.

Presented by Jose Quinones, JTM Food Group
1 CEU Key Area 3: (3000) Administration

9:30-9:35 Spotlight: ProView foods represented by Alan Caraballo

9:35-10:35 CSDE update
Part 2! USDA Child Nutrition program regulations are constantly changing, are you
up to date and in compliance? Each District has the responsibility to ensure they
meet all federal and state regulations, whether contracted or self-operated. Find
out what’s new, what’s happening, and how it will impact your district.

Presented by CSDE
 1 CEU Key Area 3: (3000) Administration

10:35-10:45 Movement / Beverage Break
There will be refreshments in the pre function area
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C O N F E R E N C E  A G E N D A
10:45- 11:45 Empowering Safety: Expert Insights on School Security
Anthony will bring awareness to the importance of enhancing safety measures
and empowering our school communities to thrive in an environment of security
and peace of mind.

Presented by Anthony Gennaro, Director of Security and Emergency
Preparedness, ACES 
1 CEU Key Area 3: (3000) Administration

11:45-12:45 Owning your program’s narrative: Harnessing the power of social
media
The concept of social media is often negative and even daunting when we think
of school food. But it doesn't have to be! For nearly a decade, Dan Giusti and the
Brigaid team have used social media to shed light on the great work of school
foodservice programs and staff across the US. Throughout this session, Dan will
share tips and tricks for how to build a positive social media presence for your
program.

Presented by Dan Giusti and Brigaid Team 
1 CEU Key Area 4: (4000) Communication & Marketing

Total Friday  CEUS: 4

The Conference
CEU Tracker is

in your
Conference

Bag!
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We are a carbon neutral company located nearby in Massachusetts that
manufactures a wide variety food service containers that are environmentally
friendly, 100% compostable, heat resistant and economically priced.  Our products
are currently being used in K-12, Higher Education, Healthcare and the private
sector.
 For additional information, please contact :

Nick Aldi at nickaldi@simplepackusa.com (413) 435-8159

www.simplepackusa.com

mailto:nickaldi@simplepackusa.com
http://www.simplepackusa.com/


ttaylor@kikkkoman.com
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albies.com
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Ron DeBarge
debarger@hersheyicecream.com 
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Quality is Our
Family Tradition!

John Eberts
john@tabatchnick.com 
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ttaylor@kikkkoman.com
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Tim Taylor
ttaylor@kikkkoman.com

Hot Topics for Directors!
Hot Topics are an opportunity for

Directors to meet and discuss issues
in an informal setting. 

October 11: Advocacy 
Hosted by Cybersoft

February 7:
Maximizing USDA

Dollars 
Hosted by Acxion

April 25 Summer Feeding 
Hosted by 

Imaginate Your Space



P L A T I N U M  M E M B E R S

Imaginate Your Space
Tacey Martinek

office@imaginateyourspace.com

McCain Foods
 Jason Bloch

Jason.bloch@mccain.com

New England Dairy
Amanda Aldred

aaldred@newenglanddairy.com 

Health-e Pro
Lynne Shavinsky

lynne@healthepro.com

Mansfield Paper Company
Suzanne Charette

scharette@mansfieldpaper.com
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P L A T I N U M  M E M B E R S

Thurston Foods
Tim Thurston

timt@thurstonfoods.com 
800.982.2227

Warehouse Restaurant Supply
Neil Belleville

neilb@restaurantcity.com

Wade’s Dairy
Dave Gambino

dgambino@wadesdairy.com 

Simplepack
Nick Adi

nickaldi@simplepackusa.com
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G O L D  M E M B E R S

Affinity Group
Sheri Cerruti

Sheri.cerruti@affinitysales.com

AJ Letizio
Stuart Wisel

swisel@@ajletizio.com

American Patriot Sales
Dennis O’Connor

doconnor@americanpatriotsales.com 

BakeCrafters
Linda Bush

linda.bush@mbccompanies.com

Bridgford
Joe Adams

jadams@bridgford.com

ConAgra
Laura Armstrong

laura.armstrong@conagra.com

CORE Foodservice
Chrissy Benoit

cbenoit@corefoodservice.com

Domino’s
George Akroush

george.akroush@dominos.com 

ES Foods
Tom Ferris

tferris@esfoods.com 

General Mills
Michael Adams

Michael.adams@genmills.com

Gordon Food Service
Bridget Baker

Bridget.baker@gfs.com

Acxion
Melissa DeCoffe

Melissa.decoffe@acxion.com

Albies
Heather Sawicki

heather@albies.com

At Your Service Sales
Cindy McManus

cindy.mcmanus@yourservicesales.com

Buena Vista Foods
Ed Kenna

ekenna@bvfoods.com

Elevate Food Service Group
Tiffany Schmitt

tiffany@elevatefsg.com

Ekono Pak
Jacob Word

jacob@ekonopac.com

Garner Foods / Texas Pete
Ryan Seibold

rseibold@garnerfoods.com

Global Food Solutions
Martin Baker

martin@@globalfoodsolutions.co

Heartland School Solutions
Mary Ryan

mary.rayan@e-hps.com
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G O L D  M E M B E R S

Nardone’s
Vinnie Nardone

vinnie@nardonespizza.com 

National Food Group
Tara Zackrison

tzackrison@nationalfoodgroup.com 

Peterson Farms Fresh
Marty Zablonski

mzablonski@petersonfarms.com

Pilgrims Pride / Goldkist
Stephanie Lawler

stephanie.lawler@pilgrims.com 

PrimeroEdge + SchoolCafé 
Dave Cox

Dave.Cox@primeroedge.com 

Rich’s Products
Jason Shanks

jshanks@rich.com

Rich Chicks
Gene McDonald

 sales@richchicks.com

SA Piazza
Diana McCarthy

dmccarthy@sapiazza.com

Land O’Lakes
Tami Johnson

tjohnson@landolakes.com

Kikkoman
Tim Taylor

ttaylor@kikkkoman.com

Kellanova
Debbie Gordon

debbie.gordon@kellogg.com

J&J Snack Foods
Maryjo Corey

mjcorey@jjsnack.com

Idahoan
Lisa Raines

lraines@idahoan.com

HPC
Roger Siering

rsiering@hpcfs.com

Hershey Ice Cream
Ron DeBarge

debarger@hersheyicecream.com

Maid- Rite Specialty Foods
Ed Gorrell

egorrell@mr-specialty.com

Red Gold
Todd Holmes

tholmes@regold.com

S & F Foods
John Cather

jcather@sffoods.com

34

Schwan’s
Maura DiMella

maura.dimella@schwans.com 

The Seals Connecticut
Greg Tuers

greg.tuers@thesealsusa.com 



S I L V E R  M E M B E R S

Singer Kittredge
Carl Rickis

crickis@singerkittredge.com

Apple & Eve Beverages
BarFresh
Ben’s Originals
Bongard’s Creameries
Brookwood Farms
Bush Bros.
Butterball Turkey
Butterbuds
Cool Tropics
Country Pure Juice
CR Peterson
Danone
Darlington Snacks
Del Real
Dole’s
DYMA
Field Stone McKee
HighLiner Foods
Hormel / Jennie-O
HPS
Integrated Food Service

International Food Solutions
JTM
Jack Links
Kent Precision Foods
Lindy’s Froot Jooce
MCI Foods / Los Cabos
Mrs. T’s
Ocean Spray
Old Neighborhood  / Thin n’Trim
Omega / Backpack Yogurt
PepsiCo
ProView
Rebellyous
Rich Ice Cream
Sabrett’s
Trident
Trivedi / Plusense
Wild Blueberry Commission
Woodles
Yang’s 5th Taste

Tyson Foods
Cameron Brookes

cameron.brookes@tyson.com

Tasty Brands 
Jon Alley

 jalley@tastybrandsk12.com

Super Bakery
Michael Luch

Michael.luch@superbakery.com

Simplot
Bryan Fogelstrom

Bryan.Fogelstrom@simplot.com 

Swain Associates 
Tony Ruggiero

tony@swainrep.com

Tabatchnik 
John Eberts

john@tabatchnik.com

G O L D  M E M B E R S
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SFS NE
Brian Jette

bjette@sfsne.com

mailto:ekenna@tastybrandsk12.com


Save
 the

 da
te!

36


