
Congratulations to our  

award winners!  
Go to page 4 to read all about them! 

 

Award winners will be celebrated on October 13 
at Mohegan Sun!   

SNACT AWARD WINNERS! 
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Building the Future of Child Nutrition 

October 13 –14 2023  

Registration opens in June!  

You don’t want to miss this conference! 
We’ll be at Mohegan Sun.  

Jon Colby and Janice Watt, 2 nationally recognized 
speakers will lead 2 days of learning and fun! 



President   Erin Perpetua 
Incoming President  Kristina Roberge 
Vice President   Dianne Houlihan 
Treasurer   Jessica D’Agnese 
Secretary   Meghan Sullivan 
Executive Director  Denise Di Mare 

Executive Committee 

Committees (chairs listed first) 

Page 2 

Regional Representatives 

Charter Oak 

Minute Maid 

Mohegan 

Naugatuck 
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Brunella Ibarrola 

Open 

Carol Dodson 

Becky Tyrrell 

Eileen Faustich 

Beth Pratt 
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Nominating 

 

 

Program Develop-

ment 

 

 

 

Public Policy &  

Legislation 

 

 

CSDE Rep 

 
 

 

Lonnie Burt, Amanda Aldred, Fionnuala Brown, Stephanie Deason Dianne Houlihan, Sharon  

Shettleworth, Sandy Sullivan 
 

Stuart Wisel,  Abby Kassman-Harned (vice chair), Christine Benoit, Jason Bloch,  

Dianne Burbank, Melissa DeCoffe, Shelley Hill, Diana McCarthy, Tony Ruggerio,  

Micah Scott 

 

Christopher Hathaway, Amanda Byrd, Nicole Lefebvre, Tacey Martinek,  

Kate Murphy, Lianne Xenophontos, Maureen Nuzzo, Jen Bove, Dennis O’Connor, Heather Plourde, Kristina 

Roberge, Sandra Shaw, Sharon Shettleworth, Tim Thurston, Samantha Wilson 

 

Melissa Starr 

 

Kate Murphy and all regional reps 

 

Erica Biagetti, Ernie Koschmieder (co chairs) ,Ashley Carl,, Eileen Faustich, Susan Maffe, Maureen Nuzzo, 

Lynne Pellegrini, Beth Pratt 

 

Jeffrey Sidewater, Maggie Dreher (co chairs) Erica Biagetti, Cindy Brooks,  

Tim Cipriano, Dawn Crayco, Susan Maffe, Maureen Nuzzo, and all regional reps 

 

Shannon Yearwood, Fionnuala Brown 

 

 



President’s Letter 
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Fellow SNACT members, 

This has been quite the year.   For someone who was volun-told to try for 

president, I have to say it has been a great experience.  I never thought I 

would be pushed to go outside my comfort zone like I have been.  

This year has been very active, we have revamped the Policy Book (many thanks to Lonnie 

and Denise!), we had Strategic Planning to move the association forward and we advocat-

ed A LOT for School Meals for All.  

All I can say is that of you have a change to be an active participant in the association, do 

it!   It is very rewarding.  My hope is that this association thrives in the future.  

Thank you for allowing me to be this year’s president.  I can honestly say, it has been the 

highlight of my year.   Hopefully I will see you all in the future.  

Erin Perpetua 

Director of Food Services, Norwich Public Schools 

SNACT President 2022-2023 

We had a fantastic Leader-

ship Day on May 12, where 

our 2023-2024 President 

Kristina Roberge 

outlined her 

plans for the year, 

and our commit-

tees started their 

work!  

SNACT 2023 Leadership Day 
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Award Winners!  

Employee of the 

Year: 

Doreen McHugh 

Groton Public 

Schools 

 

Doreen was also 

named SNA NE  

Region Employee of 

the year!  

 

 

Manager of the Year: 

Suzanne Fallucco 

Groton Public 

Schools 
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Rising Star  

Manager 

Mary Hueg 

Region 17 

Award Winners!  

 

 

Industry Person of 

the Year: 

Jason Bloch 

McCain Foods 
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Award Winners!  

Director of the Year 

Jen Bove, East Hampton Public School 

We’ll celebrate our winners on Friday October 13 at  

Mohegan Sun! 
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SN Hero Day! 



Page 8 

School Meals for all CT / Legislation 

The state budget has been passed and while funding for school meals for all was not included, there is a 

grant program that will expand access for some students. SNACT will continue to monitor and provide you 

with up to the minute information (so watch your emails over the summer.) And we plan to come back 

strong for the 2023-2024 school year to advocate for school meals!  

 



Page 9 Spring 

March Menu Madness 

Fun and inspiration at the Aquaturf Club on March 15 2023 for 

March Menu Madness 
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LoveYourLunchRoom.com, Tacey Martinek 

tacey@loveyourlunchroom.com SFS New England  Brian Jette 

bjette@sfsne.com 

New England Dairy, Amanda Aldred 

aaldred@newenglanddairy.com 203.723.8924 
Swain Associates Tony Ruggiero 

tony@swainrep.com 

McCain Foods Jason Bloch 

Jason.bloch@mccain.com 

Thurston Foods, Tim Thurston 

timt@thurstonfoods.com 800.982.2227 

Wade’s Dairy, Doug Wade 

doug@wadesdairy.com 800.247.9233 

Platinum Sponsors 
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Gold  Sponsors 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Affinity Group 
 Sheri Cerruti 
 617-538-3317 
 Sheri.cerruti@affinitysales.com 

AJ Letizio 

Lynne Pellegrini 

lpellegrini@ajletizio.com 

Bake Crafters 

Alicia Maloney 

alicia@bakecrafters.com 

Bridgford 

Joe Adams 

jadams@bridgford.com 

ConAgra 

Kelly Barnes 

Kelly.barnes@conagra.com 

CORE Foodservice 

Chrissy Benoit 

cbenoit@corefoodservice.com 

CyberSoft 

Dave Cox 

Dave.Cox@primeroedge.com  

Domino’s 

Eric Vanden Brink 

Eric.VandenBrink@dominos.com  

Gordon Food Service 

Bridget Baker 

Bridget.baker@gfs.com 

HPC Foodservice 

Roger Siering 

860-760-3935 

rsiering@hpcfs.com 

Idahoan 

Lisa Raines 

lraines@idahoan.com 

International Food Solutions 

Della Collins 

Della.collins@asianfoodsolutions.com 

General Mills 

Michael Adams 

Michael.adams@genmills.com 

ES Foods 

Tom Ferris 

tferris@esfoods.com 

J.T.M 

Max Mahoney 

maxmahoney@jtmfoodgroup.com 

J & J Snack Foods 

Maryjo Corey 

mjcorey@jjsnack.com 
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Gold  Sponsors 

Kellogg’s 

 Sheri Cerruti 

 617-538-3317 

 Sheri.cerruti@affinitysales.com 

Key Impact Sales 

 Stuart Wisel 

swisel@kisales.com 

Kikkoman 

Tim Taylor 

ttaylor@kikkkoman.com 

Land O’Lakes 

Tami Johnson 

tjohnson@landolakes.com 

LINQ /  Titan 

Justin Balsano 

jbalsano@linq.com 

Mansfield Paper 

Suzanne Charette 

413-781-2000 

scharette@mansfieldpaper.com 

Nardone’s 

Vinnie Nardone 

vinnie@nardonespizza.com 

National Food Group 

Dave Roman 

droman@nationalfoodgroup.com 

Old Neighborhood/Thin N’Trim 

Brian Scagliarini 

bscags@thinntrim.com 

New England Icer Cream 

 

Path Water 

Missy Smith 

missy@drinkpath.com 

Peterson Farms Fresh 

Marty Zablonski 

mzablonski@petersonfarms.com 

Pilgrims Pride / Goldkist 

Teisha Robertson 

Teisha.robertson@polgrims.com 

Rich Chicks 

Gene McDonald 

 sales@richchicks.com 

Rich’s Products 

Jason Shanks 

jshanks@rich.com 

SA Piazza 

Diana McCarthy 

dmccarthy@sapiazza.com 
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Schwans 

Todd Abramson 

Todd.abramson@schwans.com 

Singer Kittredge 

Cynthia Lummus 

clummus@singerkittredge.com 

Super Bakery 

Michael Luch 

Michael.luch@superbakery.com 

Tasty Brands 

Martin Baker 

mbaker@tastybrandsk12.com 

Tyson Foods 

Matt Hess 

Matt.hess2@tyson.com 

Warehouse Restaurant Supply 

Neil Belleville 

neilb@restaurantcity.com 

Waypoint 

Melissa DeCoffe 

Melissa.decoffe@asmwaypoint.com 

Gold  Sponsors 

 

Thank you to our 2022-2023  

Hot Topics for Directors  

Hosts: 

  

Swain Associates 

Waypoint 

AJ Letizio 
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American Patriot Sales 

Apple & Eve Beverages 

At Your Service Sales 

Bimbo Bakehouse 

Brookwood Farms 

Bush Bros. 

Butterball Turkey 

Country Pure Juice 

CR Peterson 

Danone 

Fieldstone McKee 

Garner Foods  

Global Food Solutions 

Hadley Farms 

Heartland  

Hershey Ice Cream 

HighLiner Foods 

Home Market 

Horizon Software 

HPS 

Integrated Food Service 

MAP Foodservice 

MCI Foods 

ProView 

Red Gold  

S&F Foods 

Sabrett’s 

Shearers 

Smuckers 

Tabatchnik 

WOW Butter 

Yang’s 5th Taste 

 

 

Silver Sponsors 

Stay connected with SNACT 

SNACT has an active social media presence and many of our posts can be shared through your own  

social media pages to promote school nutrition!  

 

Connect with us on Facebook at SNACT, on Twitter @MySNACT and on Instagram at SNAofCT  

SNACT Pack is SNACT’s member only Facebook group to share stories, ask questions and provide sup-

port as we work collectively to advance healthy nutrition in our schools. You must be a member of 

SNACT to join SNACT Pack 

Focus Fridays are director discussion groups– check your email for zoom links. 




