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Charter Oak 

Minute Maid 

Mohegan 

Naugatuck 

Nutmeg 

Yankee 

Open 

Open 

Carol Dodson 

Becky Tyrrell 

Eileen Faustich 

Stephanie Deason 

Regional Representatives 

Lonnie Burt, Amanda Aldred, Melissa DeCoffe, Elizabeth Fisher, Becky Fowler,  

Kristina Roberge, Meghan Sullivan 

 

Stephanie Deason, Elizabeth Fisher (co chair) Fionnuala Brown, Diane Burbank, 

Sharon Shettleworth 

 

Dennis O’Connor,  Abby Kassman-Harned (vice chair), Christine Benoit, Jason 

Bloch, Dianne Burbank, Stephen Goldstein, Shelley Hill, Lynne Pellegrini, Stuart 

Wisel 

 

Christopher Hathaway, Amanda Byrd, Nicole Lefebvre, Tacey Martinek,  

Lianne Xenophontos 

 

Maureen Nuzzo, Dianne Houlihan (co chair) Kristina Roberge, Dennis O’Connor, 

Heather Plourde, Brian Reynolds, Sandra Shaw, Sharon Shettleworth, Tim 
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Kristina Roberge 

 

 

Erica Biagetti and all regional reps 

 

 

Maggie Dreher, Erica Biagetti  (co chair) Jen Bove, Cindy Brooks, Ron DeBarge,  

Eileen Faustich, Susan Maffe, Ashley Carl, Tim Prosinski, David Nichols, Maureen 

Nuzzo, Stuart Wisel, Sue Yazdzik, Tracey Winzer (Ways and Means) 

 

 

Jeffrey Sidewater,  Susan Maffe, (co chair) Erica Biagetti, Cindy Brooks, Tim Cipri-

ano, Dawn Crayco, Maureen Nuzzo, and all regional reps 

 

 

Fionnuala Brown 

 

Karen Asetta, Nancy Cole 
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SNACT President’s Letter 

Time flies when you are having fun! Here we are in 

May and the end of my presidency is coming to a 

close. It has been an honor to lead such an  

incredible association. I am thankful that I was  

given the opportunity to represent SNACT at 

SNIC, LAC and NLC and look forward to  

representing CT at ANC. I have learned so much 

from this amazing journey and will be forever 

grateful. 

 

It took me a long time to join SNACT. I work for a 

contract company and never thought I belonged.  I always felt like an outsider until one day  

Abby Kassman-Harned extended an olive branch and invited me to a marketing meeting. I know 

people were nervous about working with me because I work for a contract company but they 

soon came to understand that I am in school nutrition just like them and that we do the same 

job and face the same challenges.  

 

I want to thank everyone that volunteers their time on committees and on the board. A special 

thank you to the program committee for putting together some amazing conferences, but most 

importantly a HUGE thank you to Denise, our Executive Director, for keeping me and the  

association on track. I could not have done it without you. Thank you to our industry partners 

for always supporting us. 

 

We have faced many challenges throughout this school year and I am sure there will be more 

but together as an association, we made it through. There is that old saying, it takes a village, 

well it truly does. It takes a village to feed kids and it takes a village to run an association. Please 

consider joining one of our committees so we can continue the great work we do. 

 

I look forward to transitioning into my post presidency life on the marketing and program com-

mittees. Who wants to join me?   

  I Am School Nutrition!  

Kate Murphy, SNS 

Food Service Director Naugatuck Public Schools 

SNACT 2021-2022 President 
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2022 Award Winners! 
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We’ll celebrate award winners on October 14 
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School Nutrition Hero Day! SNACT celebrated a week long 
recognition of the amazing  work CT School Nutrition heroes do 

every day! 
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SNA National Leadership Conference 

 

SNACT members attended SNA’s National Leadership Conference in May. SNACT President 

Kate Murphy gave a presentation on “Out With the Old: Crafting a Realistic State Plan of 

Action”. Kris Roberge and Dianne Houlihan participated in Future Leader Training. 
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My time at National Leadership 2022 

 

On my track at National Leadership in the Future Leader Program was filled with 

3 days of sessions that showed me how to be an effective and better leader. 

 

There were many classes- ranging from learning the duties and responsibilities of a 

Non Profit board to how to speak in public and to learning what my leadership 

style is using the DISC profiles 

 

I took a lot away from my time at Leadership, and although the classes were in-

formative and interesting, I found that interacting with my peers from all over the 

country also gave me knowledge and long lasting connections, which are priceless. 

I hope that if anyone has the inclination to become a leader in our state, they will 

follow the path that I have been on, it is truly an amazing experience. 

 

Kristina Roberge 



 

 

Scenes from LAC 
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LAC Report  

SNACT sent several representative to Washington DC for  

SNA’s Legislative Action Conference 2022 – March 6-8, 2022 

 

A group of eleven SNACT members went to Washington DC for SNA’s 2022 Legislative Ac-

tion Conference.  The conference was held at the J.W. Marriott.  This conference was a first 

for many of us who attended.  And what a first it was - many of us had smooth travels, many 

of us did not!   (#MrsMurphyGoestoWashington)  Who ever said working in Child Nutrition 

wasn’t interesting?   

 

LAC was an opportunity for us to meet in person for the first time in almost two years to 

learn about and advocate for our programs.  During March 6 & 7, we learned about how leg-

islation works, how federal regulations and laws are made and how our programs are funded.  

We also learned how to advocate for our programs to our legislators.  We were given point-

ers on talking points, who to use social media to gain support and lobbying tips.  

 

Some of the issues discussed were the soon to expire COVID-19 waivers and how the loss of 

them would affect our programs.  The major components would be the reduction of reim-

bursement money, the loss of meal flexibilities, rise in food costs and the supply chain disrup-

tions all would put our programs in jeopardy.    SNA presented their 2022 Position Paper that 

addressed these and other issues that were asking for an extension of the COVID-19 waivers 

for another year to continue to feed children as we have been.  We received updates of what 

way legislature was swaying towards our requests.   

 

March 8 was the day to meet with legislators and/or their aides.  We unfortunately were not 

able to meet in person with any of them.  We were able to meet virtually with:  

Senator Blumenthal’s aide  

Senator Courtney and his aide 

Senator Murphy’s aide 

Representative Hayes’ aides 

Representative Larson’s aide 

Congresswoman DeLauro’s aide 

 

All were very receptive to our concerns.   

While there, we learned that the waivers were not extended so we have had to change our 

shift to a more grassroots/local way to get what we need.  This work continues. 

Erin Perpetua, SNACT  President-Elect 
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SNACT representative participated in AG Day and met with CT State Legislators to discuss 

SN programs in CT 



 

 

SNACT’s Industry Council 

 

SNACT’s Industry Council is a valuable partner to SNACT. Dennis O’Connor of 

American Patriot Sales is our Council Chair and Abby Kassman-Harned is vice-

chair. 

 

In addition to Dennis and Abby, the members  of the 2021-2022 Council are: 

Christine Benoit (CORE Foods), Jason Bloch (McCain Foods), Dianne Burbank 

(Thurston Foods), Stephen Goldstein (CR Peterson), Lynne Pellegrini  (AJ Letizio) 

and Stuart Wisel (Key Impact) SNACT is fortunate  to have this wonderful group 

to work closely with us as we navigate the  year. 

 

Members of Industry Council rotate on 2 year terms. This year our IC Chair,  

Dennis O’Connor and two members– Lynne Pellegrini and Stephen Goldstein - 

are leaving the Council. We can’t thank them enough for their steady leadership 

and guidance over the past two years!  

 

Thank you Dennis, Lynne & Stephen! 
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Seen at  SNIC 
SNACT President Kate Murphy presenting on “A Fresh Take on Farm to School”  and former SNACT president  

Susan Maffe participating in the “Supply Chain Solutions” Town Hall 
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Above & Beyond BBQ 

SNACT celebrated School Nutrition Hero Day on May 6 with a BBQ! 
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AJ Letizio 

Lynne Pellegrini 

lpellegrini@ajletizio.com 

  

Platinum Corporate Members 

 

Wade’s Dairy, Doug Wade 

doug@wadesdairy.com 800.247.9233 

New England Dairy, Amanda Aldred 

aaldred@newenglanddairy.com 203.723.8924 

Thurston Foods, Tim Thurston 

timt@thurstonfoods.com 800.982.2227 

Gold Corporate Members 

Bake Crafters 

Shelley Hill 

shelley@bakecrafters.com 

LoveYourLunchRoom.com, Tacey Martinek 

tacey@loveyourlunchroom.com 

Bridgford 

Joe Adams 

jadams@bridgford.com 

SFS New England  Brian Jette 

bjette@sfsne.com 
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Affinity Group 

 Sheri Cerruti 

 617-538-3317 

 Sheri.cerruti@affinitysales.com 

McCain Foods Jason Bloch 

Jason.bloch@mccain.com 



 

 

Kikkoman 

Tim Taylor 

ttaylor@kikkkoman.com 

Gordon Food Service 

Bridget Cadorette 

Bridget.cadorette@gfs.com 

Mansfield Paper 

Suzanne Charette 

413-781-2000 

scharette@mansfieldpaper.com 

Nardone’s 

Vinnie Nardone 

vinnie@nardonespizza.com 

National Food Group 

Tyler Stevens 

tstevens@nationalfoodgroup.com 

J & J Snack Foods 

Jack Ellison 

401-623-0844 

jellison@jjsnack.com 

Old Neighborhood/Thin N’Trim 

Brian Scagliarini 

bscags@thinntrim.com 

General Mills 

Michael Adams 

Michael.adams@genmills.com 

 

Hadley Farms 

Jeri Thornton 

jthornton@hadleyfarms.com 
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Bush Bros. 

Joe Genther 

jgenther@bushbros.com 

ConAgra 

Kelly Barnes 

Kelly.barnes@conagra.com 

ES Foods 

Tom Ferris 

tferris@esfoods.com 

HPC Foodservice 

Roger Siering 

860-760-3935 

rsiering@hpcfs.com 

J.T.M 

Jonathan Ford 

jonathan-

ford@jtmfoodgroup.com 

Jones Dairy 

Brian McCalligett 

brianm@jonesdairyfarm.com 

Kellogg’s 

 Sheri Cerruti 

 617-538-3317 

 Sheri.cerruti@affinitysales.com 

Key Impact Sales 

 Stuart Wisel 

swisel@kisales.com 

Domino’s 

Eric Vanden Brink 

Eric.VandenBrink@dominos.com  



 

 

Peterson Farms Fresh 

Marty Zablonski 

mzablonski@petersonfarms.com 

Tasty Brands 

Martin Baker 

mbaker@tastybrandsk12.com 

Warehouse Restaurant Supply 

Neil Belleville 

neilb@restaurantcity.com 

Waypoint 

Melissa DeCoffe 

Melissa.decoffe@asmwaypoint.com 
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Pilgrims Pride / Goldkist 

Teisha Robertson 

Teisha.robertson@polgrims.com 

Rich Chicks 

Gene McDonald 

 sales@richchiks.com 

Rich’s Products 

Jason Shanks 

jshanks@rich.com 

SA Piazza 

Diana McCarthy 

dmccarthy@sapiazza.com 

Schwans 

Dino Tessicini 

Dino.tessicini@schwans.com 

Simplot 

Bryan Fogelstrom 

Bryan.fogelstrom@simplot.com 

Tyson Foods 

Matt Hess 

Matt.hess2@tyson.com 

Thank you SNACT Corporate Members!  

Want more information on any of our members or 

their products?  

Go to SNACT.ORG and click on  

the corporate members tab 

You’ll find links to our members, their websites and 

contact info as well as a resource list. 



 

 

Silver Corporate Members 
American Patriot Sales 

Apple & Eve Beverage Group 

Arlington Valley Farms 

Asian Food Solutions / Comida 

Vida 

At Your Service Sales 

Bimbo Bakehouse 

Blue Triton 

Bongards Creamery 

Brookwood Farms 

Butterball Turkey 

Cedar’s Mediterranean Foods 

Chortles 

CORE Foodservice 

Country Pure 

CR Peterson Associates 

Danone 

Darlington Snacks 

David’s Cookies 

Diamond Crystal Brands 

Fieldstone McKee 

Global Food Solutions 

Heartland School Solutions 

Hershey Ice Cream 

Horizon Software 

HPS 

Ken’s 

Knouse 

Land O’ Lakes 

MAP Foodservice 

MCI Foods 

NE Ice Cream Co 

Ocean Spray 

PathWater 

PepsiCo/ FritoLay 

ProView 

Red Gold  

Sabrett’s 

Shearer’s 

Smuckers 

Super Bakery 

Swain Associates 

Tabatchnik 

Texas  Pete 

WOW Butter 

Yang’s 5th Taste 
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Seen in CT 

SNACT representatives at CASBO’s April Conference!  



 

 
32 


