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SNACT Vision

All CT students have access to
nutritious school meals that promote a
healthy lifestyle
 

SNACT Mission
Provide school nutrition professionals
with tools, resources and opportunities
for program success and sustainability
 

SNACT Values
Striving for excellence through:
Integrity
Commitment
Inclusion
Collaboration
Dedication
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Locally grown Sunset Farm kale served
at Watertown School Food Services 
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https://www.facebook.com/sunsetfarmctllc?__cft__[0]=AZXQ9FRQQtEOWoemoe2zoz9snBioHo7Yp_kPilBWutzGOpzLSD1RFLc9gqNbEVHFjxdybs06Rf_WXNfZfamFwCgLlgR5BIPum2y4whiKP6NwtAG5LdF4kLZSoo61Xy4m90U7x6HkrprnJ_NIlepeaDrwGwcUorOFzhFHalbpqudFOtRHmAuzZ3eZRsFLdpgx15kAcj8a1pm1_WIVq_HiLXuf47YzfwHaFei9-DI4NBAqqQ&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61572491155850&__cft__[0]=AZXQ9FRQQtEOWoemoe2zoz9snBioHo7Yp_kPilBWutzGOpzLSD1RFLc9gqNbEVHFjxdybs06Rf_WXNfZfamFwCgLlgR5BIPum2y4whiKP6NwtAG5LdF4kLZSoo61Xy4m90U7x6HkrprnJ_NIlepeaDrwGwcUorOFzhFHalbpqudFOtRHmAuzZ3eZRsFLdpgx15kAcj8a1pm1_WIVq_HiLXuf47YzfwHaFei9-DI4NBAqqQ&__tn__=-]K-R
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President 
President-Elect

Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

Executive Director

Dianne Houlihan
Stephanie Deason, MS, RD, SNS
Randall Mel, Jr.
Jessica D’Agnese, RD, CD-N
Meghan Sullivan, RD, CD-N
Denise Di Mare

Charter Oak
Minute Maid

Mohegan
Naugatuck

Nutmeg
Yankee

Industry Council Chair 

Regional Representatives / Industry Representative

Committees

Child Nutrition / Education

Industry Council

Marketing / Member Services

Single Unit
Nominating

Program Development

Public Policy & Legislation

CSDE Reps
CASBO Rep

Mariah Popeleski-Tilley (C)  Amanda Aldred, Jen Bove, Fionnuala
Brown, Allison Erickson, Eileen Faustich, Edmarie Martinez, Susan
Osborne, Sandy Sullivan
Jason Bloch (C)  Jessica D’Agnese (vice chair), Chrissy Benoit, Todd
Holmes,  Diana McCarthy, Teisha Robinson, Tony Ruggerio, Micah
Scott, Marie Taddeo
Christopher Hathaway (C)  Kate Murphy (C), Erica Biagetti, Elizabeth
Fisher, Tiffany Garrett, Dianne Houlihan, Tacey Martinek, Maureen
Nuzzo, Dennis O’Connor,  Sandra Shaw,  Keoma Steele, Tim Thurston
Open
Kristina Roberge
Diane  Wilson (C), Tracey Winzer (C) Christine Benoit, Greg King,
Nicole Lefebve, Susan Maffe, Dennis O’Connor, Jessica Pelletier,
Beth Pratt, Roger Siering
Maggie Dreher (C), Domeniko Skrelja (C),  Erica Biagetti, Cindy
Brooks, Ashley Carl, Dawn Crayco, Eileen Faustich, Elizabeth Fisher,
David Gelinas, Jill Kress, Susan Maffe, Maureen Nuzzo, Erin Perpetua,
Kristina Roberge,Jeffrey Sidewater, , Stuart Wisel, Jennifer Zarrilli
and all regional reps
Shannon Yearwood, Greg King
Bernice Rizk

Christopher Scoppetta
Open
Carol Dodson, Kris Roberge
Becky Tyrrell
Erica Biagetti
Beth Pratt
Jason Bloch
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Dear SNACT Members, Friends, and Colleagues: First, a heartfelt thank
you to our Executive Director, Board Members, Committee Chairs, and
Committee Members. Your dedication, energy, and commitment to our
mission have been nothing short of extraordinary. Through your
teamwork, creativity, and unwavering support, we’ve built a strong and
vibrant community — one that continues to be a vital force in supporting
student nutrition across Connecticut.

Dianne Houlihan
President 2024-25

School Nutrition Association of Connecticut (SNACT)

This was a milestone year for SNACT, beginning with the kickoff of our 75th Anniversary Celebration
Gala at our well-received Fall Conference. Our theme, “Picture the Possibilities,” truly came to life in
every initiative, conversation, and event. We advocated tirelessly for Free Meals for All — and while
we still envision the day it becomes a reality, our collective efforts are moving us ever closer to that
goal. Feeding our children truly feeds the future, and I have no doubt that together, we will get there.

We also celebrated many other accomplishments:
·      Professional development opportunities that empowered our members to grow.
·      Engaging Friday Focus Conversations that sparked new ideas and strengthened our network.
·      A record-breaking turnout for our Hot Topics series — your enthusiasm and participation were
inspiring!
·      A memorable experience at ANC in Boston — I encourage every SNACT member to attend an
ANC conference at least once; the inspiration and energy are simply unmatched.
·      Our January Jamboree Winter Conference and Food Show was another standout event,
highlighted by the incredible keynote from Dr. Miguel Cardona, whose message — “You are the
experts” — was a powerful reminder of the value each of you brings to this work.

To our industry partners: Thank you for your collaboration, innovation, and support. You help us dream
bigger and deliver better for the students we serve.

It has been a true honor and privilege to lead this association. While stepping into this role often
meant stepping outside of my comfort zone, your encouragement and commitment gave me the
strength to grow and lead with purpose. This experience has been one of personal and professional
growth, and I am so grateful to have shared it with all of you.

To anyone considering leadership within SNACT: Don’t hesitate. If I can do this, so can you. SNA and
SNACT will provide you with the tools, guidance, and community you need to thrive. Join a committee
you have a lot to offer.

Thank you again for a phenomenal year. I am so proud of what we’ve accomplished — and excited to
see where we go from here.
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With Keynote Speaker 

Christos Provistalis
Christos is a seasoned hospitality

professional with a passion for creating
transformative experiences and fostering
genuine connections. Through thought-

provoking discussions and real-life
examples, Christos will empower you to
elevate YOUR impact—personally and

professionally—by creating meaningful and
lasting experience.

On the Agenda

Christos Provistalis: Inspiration, Insight and Practical Tools for SN
Professionals

His sessions include: What do you sell? and How to influence behavior

CSDE: What you need to know if you are responsible for running a SN
program in CT

Their sessions include: USDA Child Nutrition Updates, Things that
make us go hmmmmm.... and more

Additional sessions include: 
Whisking up Wisdom: A catering chat, Harvesting Solutions and more! 

Plus the BEST School Nutrition TRADE SHOW In CT
What do you need for your program? Be it food, packaging,

equipment or technology you’ll find the right vendors at our show
Register at SNACT.ORG
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B U L L E T I N  B O A R D  W I N N E R S  
Meet the winners of our Bulletin Board competition! 

May  2025
Oswegatchie Elementary

School 
Waterford

January 2025
Polk Elementary

Watertown

March  2025
Toffolon Elementary

School 
Plainville
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2 0 2 5  A W A R D  W I N N E R S

INDUSTRY PERSON OF THE YEAR

RISING STAR STAFF

RISING STAR DIRECTOR

Paul Godin
Cafeteria Manager

Waterford Public Schools

Jason Bloch

Randall Mel, Jr
Director of Student Nutrition
Middletown Public Schools
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MANAGER OF THE YEAR
SNA REGIONAL WINNER
SNA NATIONAL WINNER

Debbie Lehne
Cafeteria Manager

Meriden Public Schools

Ernie Koschmieder
Director of Student Nutrition

GrotonPublic Schools

DIRECTOR OF THE YEAR

Congratulations to our award winners!
We’ll celebrate our wawrd winners on

Octobe 28 at our evening event!  
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We are a carbon neutral company located nearby in Massachusetts that
manufactures a wide variety food service containers that are environmentally
friendly, 100% compostable, heat resistant and economically priced.  Our products
are currently being used in K-12, Higher Education, Healthcare and the private
sector.
 For additional information, please contact :

Nick Aldi at nickaldi@simplepackusa.com (413) 435-8159

www.simplepackusa.com

mailto:nickaldi@simplepackusa.com
http://www.simplepackusa.com/


ttaylor@kikkkoman.com
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debarger@hersheyicecream.com 
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Ron DeBarge
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Joe Warren & Sons Co. Inc., (JWS) is a leading family and veteran-owned provider of
commercial refrigeration and food equipment services and sales throughout New
England with offices in Norwood, MA, Brentwood, NH and Moosup, CT.
JWS offerings include, 24/7 emergency service, repair, planned maintenance,
technical expertise in consultation, installation, rentals, and sales with a customer-
centric approach spanning New England since 1991. 

Our customers are our #1 priority.

Contact: John Malone,jmalone@joewarren.com 
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SNS Exam
moves on

line! 
Stay tuned

for more info



ttaylor@kikkkoman.com
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Tim Taylor
ttaylor@kikkkoman.com



P L A T I N U M  M E M B E R S

Imaginate Your Space
Tacey Martinek

office@imaginateyourspace.com

McCain Foods
Elizabeth Kump

Elizabeth.Kump@mccain.com

Health-e Pro
Lynne Shavinsky

lynne@healthepro.com

Mansfield Paper Company
Suzanne Charette

scharette@mansfieldpaper.com
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Joe Warren & Sons
John Malone

jmalone@joewarren.com



P L A T I N U M  M E M B E R S

Thurston Foods
Tim Thurston

timt@thurstonfoods.com 
800.982.2227

Warehouse Restaurant Supply
Neil Belleville

neilb@restaurantcity.com

Wade’s Dairy
Dave Gambino

dgambino@wadesdairy.com 

Simplepack
Nick Adi

nickaldi@simplepackusa.com
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New England Dairy
Amanda Aldred

aaldred@newenglanddairy.com 



G O L D  M E M B E R S

Affinity Group
Sheri Cerruti

Sheri.cerruti@affinitysales.com

AJ Letizio
Stuart Wisel

swisel@@ajletizio.com

American Patriot Sales
Dennis O’Connor

doconnor@americanpatriotsales.com 

BakeCrafters
Linda Bush

linda.bush@mbccompanies.com

Bridgford
Joe Adams

jadams@bridgford.com

ConAgra
Laura Armstrong

laura.armstrong@conagra.com

CORE Foodservice
Chrissy Benoit

cbenoit@corefoodservice.com

Domino’s
George Akroush

george.akroush@dominos.com 

ES Foods
Zin Ksor

zksor@esfoods.com 

General Mills
Michael Adams

Michael.adams@genmills.com

Acxion
Melissa DeCoffe

Melissa.decoffe@acxion.com

Albies
Heather Sawicki

heather@albies.com

At Your Service Sales
Cindy McManus

cindy.mcmanus@yourservicesales.com

Buena Vista Foods
Ed Kenna

ekenna@bvfoods.com

Elevate Food Service Group
Tiffany Schmitt

tiffany@elevatefsg.com

Ekono Pak
Jacob Word

jacob@ekonopac.com

Garner Foods / Texas Pete
Ryan Seibold

rseibold@garnerfoods.com

32

Driscoll Foods
Deb Shechtel

dshechtel@driscollfoods.com



G O L D  M E M B E R S

Nardone’s
Lena Nardone

Lena.Nardone@nardonebros.com

National Food Group
Tara Zackrison

tzackrison@nationalfoodgroup.com 

Peterson Farms Fresh
Marty Zablonski

mzablonski@petersonfarms.com

Pilgrims Pride / Goldkist
Stephanie Lawler

stephanie.lawler@pilgrims.com 

PrimeroEdge + SchoolCafé 
Dave Cox

Dave.Cox@primeroedge.com 

SA Piazza
Diana McCarthy

dmccarthy@sapiazza.com

Land O’Lakes
Tami Johnson

tjohnson@landolakes.com

Kikkoman
Tim Taylor

ttaylor@kikkkoman.com

Kellanova
Debbie Gordon

debbie.gordon@kellogg.com

J&J Snack Foods
Maryjo Corey

mjcorey@jjsnack.com

Idahoan
Lisa Raines

lraines@idahoan.com

HPC
Lori Blair

lblair@hpcfs.com

Hershey Ice Cream
Ron DeBarge

debarger@hersheyicecream.com

Maid- Rite Specialty Foods
Ed Gorrell

egorrell@mr-specialty.com

Red Gold
Todd Holmes

tholmes@regold.com
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Heartland School Solutions
Mary Ryan

mary.rayan@e-hps.com

Gordon Food Service
Bridget Baker

Bridget.baker@gfs.com

Global Food Solutions
Martin Baker

martin@@globalfoodsolutions.co



Singer Kittredge
Carl Rickis

crickis@singerkittredge.com

Tyson Foods
Christine Barracca

Christine.Barracca@tyson.com

Tasty Brands 
Jon Alley

 jalley@tastybrandsk12.com

Super Bakery
Michael Luch

Michael.luch@superbakery.com

Simplot
Lola Sanuth Deer

lola.sanuth@simplot.com

Swain Associates 
Tony Ruggiero

tony@swainrep.com

Tabatchnik 
John Eberts

john@tabatchnik.com

G O L D  M E M B E R S
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SFS NE
Brian Jette

bjette@sfsne.com

Smuckers

S & F Foods
John Cather

jcather@sffoods.com

The Seals Connecticut
Greg Tuers

greg.tuers@thesealsusa.com 

Schwan’s
Maura DiMella

maura.dimella@schwans.com 

Rich’s Products
Tom Michalewski

tmichalewski@rich.com

Rich Chicks
Gene McDonald

 sales@richchicks.com

mailto:ekenna@tastybrandsk12.com


S I L V E R  M E M B E R S
Apple & Eve Beverages
BarFresh
Ben’s Originals
Bongard’s Creameries
Brookwood Farms
Bush Bros.
Butterball Turkey
Butterbuds
Cool Tropics
Country Pure Juice
CR Peterson
Danone
Darlington Snacks
Del Real
Dole’s
DYMA
Field Stone McKee
HighLiner Foods
Hormel / Jennie-O
HPS
Integrated Food Service

International Food Solutions
JTM
Jack Links
Kent Precision Foods
Lindy’s Froot Jooce
MCI Foods / Los Cabos
Mrs. T’s
Ocean Spray
Old Neighborhood  / Thin n’Trim
Omega / Backpack Yogurt
PepsiCo
ProView
Rebellyous
Rich Ice Cream
Sabrett’s
Trident
Trivedi / Plusense
Wild Blueberry Commission
Woodles
Yang’s 5th Taste
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Election Results! 
Officers
Vice President (Term: 2025-2026 ): Erin Perpetua, Food Service Director, Old Saybrook Public
Schools
Treasurer (Term: 2025-2027): Erica Biagetti, SNS, Food Service Director, Cheshire Public Schools

Regional Representatives 
Charter Oak (Term: 2025-2027): Christopher Scoppetta, RD, Food Service Director, Hartford
Public Schools
Minute Maid   (Term: 2024-2026 1 year term): Jill Kress, State & Food Service Liaison, Norwalk
Public Schools
Mohegan (Term: 2025-2027): Susan Osborn, Food Service Director, Sprague Public Schools
Nutmeg (Term: 2024-2026 1 year term) Janet Crosetti-Jackson, Cafeteria Manager, Meriden
Public Schools 
Yankee (Term: 2025-2027): Beth Pratt, Food Service Director, Coventry/ Andover Public Schools



Conference: October 28-29,2025
Trade Show: October 28, 2025

Foxwoods Resort
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SNACT’s Fall Conference
Solving the School
Nutrition Puzzle: 

Every Piece Counts!


