SCHOOL NUTRITION ASSOCIATION OF CONNECTICUT

NUTMEGGER 8

Page 3 Page 4

PRESIDENT LETTER SNACT's 2026-2027 EVENTS

A SSOCIATION
of CONNECTICUT

Page 25
CORPORATE MEMBER
CONTACTS

Locally grown produce served in

Watertown Public Schools

SPRING 2026

SNACT Vision

All CT students have access to
nutritious school meals that
promote a healthy lifestyle

SNACT Mission

Provide school nutrition
professionals with tools,
resources and opportunities
for program success and
sustainability

SNACT Values
Striving for excellence
through:

Integrity

Commitment

Inclusion
Collaboration
Dedication
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER

Dear SNACT Members and Friends,

In some ways it is hard to believe we are nearing the end of the 25-26
school year and in other ways it is a huge reprieve. As we look forward to
year end celebrations, closing down kitchens; or heading into summer
feeding programs, 25-26 has been jam packed with a rollercoaster of
happenings. First and foremost, | would like to thank all of the board

members, committees, and the entirety of our membership for showing up
every day for the kids of Connecticut. You all willingly hop right into the

rollercoaster without hesitation, with the continued strength, persistence,
and determination to make school meals in CT the best they can possibly be.

This year, more than ever before, school nutrition professionals were heard by our state legislature. Not
only were we heard, but were repeatedly asked to sit at the table with regards to us being the subject
matter experts in this field. We engaged with partnering organizations in so many spaces - End Hunger
CT, dietitians, pediatricians, farm-to-school, all culminating in the successful passing of universal free
breakfast for next school year. Additionally, we have created such a force that supportive lawmakers
are already looking ahead to getting the next step done in the upcoming budget year - universal free
lunch! We have a lot to look forward to come the fall!

SNACT held two great conferences this year, membership surpassed five hundred members for the first

time in years, and we have many new faces contributing to the work of all our committees. The program
committee is well on their way planning the fall conference and we are excited to be hosting the 2026

Northeast Leadership Conference. The northeast is the only region still holding these!

On a personal note, as | exit my 3-year presidency cycle | am flooded with emotions. | could not imagine
not taking the opportunity to enter the leadership chain three years ago, even though | had no idea
what | was in for. Organization leadership work is definitely not easy, but the experiences, personal
growth gained, and professional networking not only across CT, but across the country, is irreplaceable.
| could not have done any of this without the support of the varying executive committees over the last
few years, the work of our committees and membership, and the every-second-behind-the-scenes work
and dedication of Denise Di Mare, our executive director.

| encourage anyone considering leadership to take the leap and plunge! It is my hope that | leave you all
feeling you can always reach out to me to talk leadership, policy, school meals, pets, Taylor Swift...|
digress...| also want to send well wishes and a huge congratulations to all of the directors and food
service workers that are retiring this year. Lastly, | look forward to continuing my work on the board as
Nominating Committee (I see you upcoming leaders!) and Public Policy & Legislation co-chair. | hope
you all have a wonderful summer!

Signing off with gratitude and warmth,
Stephanie Deason, MS, RD, SNS
President, School Nutrition Association of Connecticut



SAVE THE DATES FOR
2026-2027 SNACT EVENTS!

October 29-30, 2026 Fall Conference
A & Trade Show at Mystic Marriott
V ek Fueling Futures: Growing Impact in
N\ PESa

T school Nutrition

Keynote Speaker: Joe Pettit
Joe will present on BOTH days of the

conference.

Joe's unique approach is grounded in real-world
application, and his sessions are renowned for
their activity-based, tangible takeaways. He will

inspire you with his insights and empower you to
become a better leader!

Conference registration will open in June. Attendees can choose from a two day registration
that includes hotel (a great bargain!) to 1.5 days and individual days. However you choose to
attend, we hope to see you there!

Nov 12 -14, 2026 Northeast Region Leadership
Conference at Mystic Hilton

Fueling Futures: Growing Impact in School
Nutrition

Keynote Speaker: Dr. Katie Wilson
SNACT is hosting NERLC this year, bringing in SNA state
leaders from the NE region for learning and sharing. We're

excited to welcome fellow leaders and hope SNACT members
will attend this conference!

January 28, 2027 Winter Conference & Trade Show at the
Aquaturf Club

Snow Much Nutrition: Fueling Schools the USDA Way

Keynote Speaker: TBD
USDA and more



ADVOCACY UPDATES

Another busy CT legislative session:
CT adopts universal breakfast

A Session Defined by Momentum and a Historic Win

The 2026 Connecticut General Assembly — February 4 through May 6 — delivered SNACT's most
significant legislative achievement in years: universal free school breakfast, fully funded in the state
budget at $14 million, reaching an estimated 164,000 additional Connecticut students beginning in
the next school year. That victory, years in the making, did not arrive by accident. It was the product of
sustained, coordinated advocacy by the PP&L Committee, SNACT's broader membership, and its
coalition partners — executed with a strategic discipline and a relationship infrastructure built
deliberately over several sessions.

The session also demonstrated, with equal clarity, that SNACT's advocacy capacity has grown into
something qualitatively different from prior years. The organization entered the Capitol not as a
stakeholder seeking attention, but as a trusted technical partner — consulted by legislators on bill
language, embedded in coalitionstrategy, and visible in media and policy narratives from the opening
day of session through the final gavel. That elevated standing is the compound interest on years of
showing up, providing expertise, and delivering results.

"The new budget marks a successful conclusion to Lamont's two-year effort to provide free
breakfast at all Connecticut public schools for all students, allocating more than $14 million for
that initiative."”

— Connecticut Public Radio / CT Mirror, May 2, 2026

Not every priority crossed the finish line. The path to universal free lunch for all students — the next
logical step — remained is still in question, with several dedicated school meals bills falling short in
committee or dying in the Senate. But the structural gains made this session — in relationships, in
legislative credibility, in coalition depth, and in the budget baseline now locked in — position SNACT for
an even stronger advance in 2027.

You can read the full report from John M. Bailey ll, Legislative Specialist,
TCORS Capitol Group on SNACT's website!
|



https://cdn.ymaws.com/snact.org/resource/resmgr/documents/legislation/2025-2026/snact_2026_end_of_session_fi.pdf

\/ AWARD WINNERS
\
Congratulations to C/-

// ‘\\)w 2025-2026 Award W'””erSI// ‘\\

INDUSTRY PERSON OF THE VEAR
TACEY MARTINEK. IMAGINATE YOUR SPACE

RISING STAR STAFF
TRACY VISSICCHIO. MERIDEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

RISING STAR DIRECTOR
NICOLE MAXELLON. SOUTHINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS




\\// AWARD WINNERS \\//

NN /7NN
A MANAGER OF THE VEAR \

JANET CROSETTI- JACKSON. MERIDEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

DIRECTOR OF THE VEAR
BETH PRATT. ANDOVER/ COVENTRY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Our Award winners will be celebrated on October 29 during our
Carnival Extravaganza: Bingo & Awards Night

We're planning the ultimate "Big Top" celebration! This event transforms a standard banquet into a
high-energy, interactive carnival experience. Ditch the formal sit-down for "Gourmet Midway"
stations. A charismatic "Ringmaster” caller will lead games of Bingo.

"The Ringmaster" Awards: As the night reaches its peak, we transition to the Award Ceremony to
honor the stars of our organization.
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Imaginate//,.vSpace

Signs, Graphics, Wow-Factorz

Our range of products and services are tailored to suit your needs making it
easy to implement a major makeover for your cafeteria or school space,
We offer:

+ A Complimentary Consultation

+ Custom designs with your school’s theme or objectives

« Quality PunchArtGraphics sign products

« Design AND installation services

Pﬁydn“ﬁmphics

SIGN PRODUCTS

Discover and customize the
o [®] quality sign produets you
2 need to organize and
transform your lunchreoms
and school spaces quickly,
easily, and affordably!

Al of gur products are made in the USA

Ohhib! The Possibilities! E s
Scan here to see our == 11]
Amazing Spaces Gallery! ﬂ h

Call; Email;
(978) 772-2787 Office@ImaginateYourSpace.com

1316 Barnum Avenue
Bridgeport CT 66610
www wadesdairy.com
203-579-9233
800-247-9233
Fax: 203-696-6121
Cell: 203-913-3803

Est. 1893

We Are Dairy Excellence Since 1893
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INTRODUCING P® % Download the Golden Crisp® Whole Grain Onion
O%

T"E ALL-NEW GOLDEN CR'S Ring sell sheet online at mccaindschools.com
WHOLE GRAIN ONION RING

THE NUTRITION IS IN-GRAINED

SCHOOLS,
4 For more information please contact Liz Kump @ elizabeth.kump@mccain.com

THE

WAREHOUSE

Restaurant Supply Store

-

Neil Belleville

e (860) 373-3390

e neilb@restaurantcity.com

0 84 Progress Lane, Waterbury, CT

For over 100 years, we have been CT's premier chaoice
for foodservice equipment and supplies. Our 100,000
square foot showroom features today's most trusted
brands. Always in stock, always priced right.

FOOD PREP | WAREWASHING | SMALLWARES

COOKING EQUIP

REFRIGERATION




GO HOME

We know your job is tough and complicated. As the
only dedicated School Nutrition Supplier, Gold Star Foods
can remove the complexities and get you out the door.

Allison Erickson: (203) 443-0136 (800) 540-0215 K)G%@R Wﬁ
allison.erickson@thurstonfoods.com
Tim Thurston: (203)284-4462 goldstarfoods.com
tim.thurston@thurstonfoods.com thurstonfoods.com

School Nutrition
Jon Wlazlowski: (203) 819-6973 rfood g ™
jonwlazlowski@thurstonfoods.com @goldsta s Supply Chain

EBHIE Gokd Star Foock AN Aghts mservad.

TEHASPETE
T°S EASY AS

FORT ATKINSOM, Wi

————MAKING————

SCHOOL MEALS
BETTER

———SINCE 1889 ——

Kids can be choosy. Jones All Natural
Chicken Sausage makes meeting school
nutrition standards simple — with foods
they love.

* CN Options Available

* Fully Cooked

* Guaranteed Piece Counts
* Certified Gluten Free

» Big 9 Allergen Free

Lirm s o PP e e o o

JonesDairyFarm.com/foodservice
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Our Gaskets Keep Your Single Source For:

FOOd Fresh & Tasty B Refrigeration Gaskets B Handle Repairs

B Oven & Steamer Gaskets B Walk-in Door Closures
Schedule a EEs -' B Cutting Boards B Hinge Repairs
FREE Gasket ’ I"' ". B Strip Curtains for Walk-in Coolers B Weather Stripping
Inspection [ i B Door Sweeps B Diamond Plating
.
Contact Greg Tuers, Owner Proud Sponsor of the School Nutrition

Association of Connecticut

518-209-9729

greg.tuers@thesealsgaskets.com

TheSealsGaskets.

Savory Breakfast Needs?
Qur turkey sausage, egg & cheese
Pocket is kid approved

Cheeseburger Calzone _ 4
It's a portable cheeseburger with all
the fixings inside this golden crust!

Joannai@albies.com
sheri.cernutii@affinitysales.com
Available Bulk or IW

1



FOOD EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS

Need help specifying
or purchasing
NEW equipment?

Reach out to Swain Associates

for a FREE consultation.
6 Sws D C I AaT/E S Tow;ltuggiem E&
Manufacturer Rep \
800-222-5628 413-887-1425
www.swainrep.com _ tony@swainrep.com ©

Health-e Pro ‘

MENU PLANNING SOFTWARE

Women Owned Business

OLD-WORLD TASTE | N EASY-TO-USE MODULES

NEW-SCHOOL B 1 s m Plan, publish, and track menus with Health-e Pra’s
Y=2% P
NUTRITION 2 . ooo connected modules. Everything works together in
: i one easy-to-use platform to keep you organized.

UP-TO-DATE DOGUMENTATION

Access Product Formulation Statements, Child
Nutrition Labels, and Buy American documentation
for thousands of pre-loaded products.

9000+ RECIPE DATABASE

Build compliant menus in minutes with 5,000+
trusted K-12 recipes featuring student favorites and
popular foods from vendors you already use.

FRIENDLY, FAST SUPPORT

Team up with our expert support team of former
school nutrition pros who help you get started and
support you every step of the way.

“From our factery to your school caffeteriq, our products are
wholesome and delicious choice for your students.”

WHY Us?
) Fresh products () No preservatives () Manufactured locally

(@)
&

@ www.healthepro.com @ 800-838-4856 © sa healthepro.com

CONTACT DETAILS

(M 475-775-5068 e AM.FOOD.MD@EGMAILCOM 9 AMFOODMD.COM
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K-12 Manufacturer
Listing
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Aoz

A local CT women cwned
manuiaciurer producing the highest
Quabty imdiional Polish perogs
using anly Frsesi natuml and besl

rigrodenls. Offenng awide varsly
al fllngs, nehading Potate &
Cheese, Buffala Chicken. Dacon
Potato & Cheese. Sweet Cherse.
Apple P and Blusberry.

The Amaging Chickpoa

m S Dioe eenaemy, chacolsto & appla
annamon chickpea peeads are 1
MWA, rit-free, shef-siable, Gluben
free spreads thai studenis in al
grases e (Sman Snaci
Approved)

Amazn Hass
w Smart Snacks. each package abo
has 14 oup of dred fruk, which iz

the eguisalent of e 172 oup fresh
fnat requrement!
Bar Frozh
i T..' Blondsd smocias, Podfect for Grak
=10 & Qg m 3 Navers, THAAA & 17 &up
Tt

Boopands_ Creamezics
Compiete ine of commodity cheeso
produsls

| Clean ishel, al:natural irgredient,
Eeso-trma-dal. F Regh lrnechass ceen
ynp - Muling, WLfSn Teps,
Crumbles, Calrona’s, Ermpanada’s,
Hachs Preirel Pockets, and mare!

o] Fummanc's
F'Lm.l]'.qms Canned Tomaio and Tomalo
producls, canned beans, canned

wepeiabies and canned peppers

Gatts
(Gehis S

Meznalbond Solaboas
f"l‘"ﬂ. 4 Poweils meal kits. shelf stabie
ST and fozen, Right Stad Fosds-
Mutin Flatglh, misi muffn loaves.
pancakes. wafas. French Toast

and yegur! pactaits

Hadiey Farms
Family owned full servios babery of
swesl guods and crossants

JIFEY flufodicie o ot

Foodservice & bewne mxes.

s
W ki

- — Hayem
;‘ . Finety crafied meats. hot dogs. deli
g meats and sausages

Knouso Foods

Apporavcs bul and cupeina
waniefy of Tlaveus, fnatt e filing and
toppings. puddreg bulk and cups.
cheess saices

fentas
'I"li 'Ei Flathmad. Filodough.
b

edierranoan specialty products,

chimza, olves. gyro and maal

producie.
Msjos Produsts
Reducod sodien soup bases and
gravy minss. Balsd dreasing,
cheeda Laiate And |Ban Fusd
I
[l o e P ERGHG Cooest Producers.

K.  Canned fnits and vegetables

Bost
%Sf Offering 1 and 2 GR covoal bowis
i poma of your eludants favodin
farvors and reduced sugar.

GLEBE

Equipment Company

G ln! EalFood Visit our website to browse

SOLUTIONS

s . more wholesome products!

Each cheese sandwich =2 M/MA & 2 Grain Oz

Everything you need to make, serve, and store food

"JOLLRATH Zzue EEenay

e

GARLAND im
Delfield Qgroen yisa’ﬁ% BEVERAGE-AIR
@
vuean BB € ool
CAMBRO Jurbo air

Your Sohstiom Fariner

300 Dewey Street, Bridgeport CT 06605
203-367-6611

www.GlobeEquipment.com

JENAVVIST

ALL OF YOUR FAVORITES
AVAILABLE NOW!

Samples?

ekenna@bvfoods.com www.bvfoods.com
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Stuart Wisel
Account Manager/
K12 Specialist
208.776.3553
swisel@ajletizio.com
www.ajletiziocom amassBnsticnalfoodgroup.com | 2UR5E023%0

Better for You!

Bridgford's line of whole grain-rich
Biscuit and Dough products fulfill
National School Lunch and

Breakfast requirements. _

Taco Bites: Filled with
Bean & Beef with
atouch of beef

Buffalo Style Chicken & Cheddar
Cheese on Brioche Bun (IW)

Turkey Canadian Bacon
& Cheese on a Honey
Wheat Biscuit (IW)

Lactose Free Shelf Stable Milk:
1% Low Fat & Chocolate Fat Free

Jake Butcher
Breakfast & On-the-Ge
!hgionulSahstagﬂ

i sk12.com
(804) 988-3692
Stuart Wisel | K12 Specialist | Swistb@ajletizio.com | (410) 235-2355

The Fresh-Baked ldea Company’®
(800) 527-2105
www.bridgford.com/foodservice

See What's New



SUPPORT SCHOOL
NUTRITION STANDARDS

From gluten-free and kosher options to low-sedium and Vitamin C-fortified
varieties, Idahoan® delivers versatile potato solutions made without M5G,
BHA, or BHT-thoughtfully developed for school nutrition programs.

Get your FREE Sample Today!

For instant inspiration, visit
idahoanfoodservice.com or call 888.635.8115

Elevate

Foodservice Group

The products we offer:

Blast Chillers ® Cook/Chill Systems * Cook & Hold Units # Display & Serving Solutions * Holding
Cabinets ¢ Ice Machines ® Immersion Blenders ¢ Refrigeration * Soft-Serve ¢ Vegetable
Slicer/Peeler * Vacuum Packaging ® Ventilation ¢ Walk-In Coolers/Freezers

Sign up for a hands-on demo at our Rhode Island Test Kitchen!

Scan To Register Today
EWE 168 Culinary Events

Rhos

=

‘_ simplepack

PACKAGING REDEFINED

We are a carbon neutral company located nearby
in Massachusetts that manufactures a wide variety
food service containers that are environmentally
friendly, 100% compostable, heat resistant and
economically priced. Our products are currently
being used in K-12, Higher Education, Healthcare
and the private sector.

For additional information, please

contact :

Nick Aldi at
nickaldiesimplepackusa.com
(413) 435-8159

www.simplepackusa.com



mailto:nickaldi@simplepackusa.com
http://www.simplepackusa.com/

JuicyJuice

* Mo sugar added + Excellent source of vitam
# MNo high fructose corn syrup  « Shelf stable juice boxes
= No artificial sweeteners

#5 Ordering
’.-_—_';) & Inventory

Menu Planning
& Production

n Point of Sale

I"'M & Payments
From p!anning Heartland
to servi ng & beyond HeartlandSchoolSolutions.com

IN A
CONVENIENT CUP

Call your local Broker or Super Bakery Rep. today.

:R: D

EERHIE




aociion FROM BREAKFAST TO LUNCH:
foodservice NEW CHICKEN SOLUTIONS
SCHOOLS CAN COUNT ON

Your K-12 Partner

INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS
FOR ALL YOUR NUTRITION
PROGRAM NEEDS

| We represent the brands that students
lovel From menu placement and
regulation compliance to bid and
commeodity adminisiration, we handle
it all with care. Our commitment is
to your success, and we're ready to
#TakeAcxion to elevate your nufrition
program to new heights.

* Commeodity Utilization

* Diversion Planning & Samples

* Menu Planning & Trend-forward
Recipes

* Grab & Go Solufions

* Packaging & Non-Food Options

\ 2

For more information, please contact your Acxion K-12 Specialist:

Melissa DeCoffe | Melissa.DeCoffe@Acxion.com

Shin
e % [Founparion
PATRON| U

www.acxion.com

pilgrims:

GELDICIS‘I'.

Healthy Food Starts
with a Clean, Safe Kitchen

[}
-m- Cleaning products aren't enough. You need a partner who also

understands your operation, works with employees, provides
onsite education and verifies that best practices are in use.

Hometown

-FOOD COMPANY-

In-Person and
Online Learning

Controlled
Chemical
Inventory

Green Seal”
Certified

Cleaning
Processes

Registered e iiay

Personalized
HACCP Plans*

Te learn more about SFSPac’,
call 5FS of New England, Inc.
at 987-407-1024,

Raiing the Grade en Fasd Safoty

17



MANSFIELD

PAPER COMPANY,; INC.
. ~—

Fuel Your School with the Best

Since 1908, we've delivered the The Secref I“g red ie“f?
products and service schools rely on. Grenf Supplics.

Mansfield Paper Company provides the guality

Fresh produce pkkedfor peakﬂavor, izs that make your school lunch program a
eal after meal. From soup to sandwiches,
Whale gmf’n breads baked dﬂﬂ}‘. we deliver the trays, containers, and utensils you need,

: : : ight when you need them.
Paper, chemicals, and cleaning supplies - always stocked. Haht vhenvo Heeciner
Top-tier equipment sales & service.
Smallwares for every kitchen need.

R RN

Call Today! Colebrating aver 100 yeers o\l \
‘*L/
Stephen Cop, EIdL!CEItIOﬂ - We freat you like a customer,
Sales Specialist — e not just a bid.”
HARTFORD £ ~ - Ci -
scop@hpcfs,com N Contact our School Sp t for more info.
860.760.3985 Lok Suzanne Charette | scharette@mansfieldpaper.com

o 413-222-9 @ mansfieldpaper.com

Cinnamon Toast Crunch™ IW 2 Oz. Equivalent Grain Thaw
& Serve Muffins, 3.1 oz Trix™ IW 2 Oz. Equivalent Grain
Thaw & Serve Muffins, 3.1 oz

(The tastes students crave, now available
4 frozen baked muffins!

+ Eimply thaw and serve

+ Whole grain-rich

v CACEP elignle

A stsdent favorite in an EXCITING niw Mavor
to liven up your maenu!

= PR TP s BPTIMRRS] P, Bl GRS R0 MITICIS

Michael § Ad Acurcen of prevsrestives

= MR T OUnDE SUELING B AN S WhkkE GV BTSN CHILETA
Account Execolive

Connecticut, Rhode istand, Massachusetts, Upsiate New

.
* C BRANDS"
i Michael AdamsEgenmills.com | &: (860) 798.0531 =~
Arigit Giusti apl_l -, _.JR - __/ ]
~ L

Zustomer Account Specialist RI

Brigit Giusti® genmills.com . (401) 497-6880 » i B ov'/E.
Maureen Nuzzi &General Mills ‘l . | J

Customer Account Specialist CT Convenlence
Maureen Nuzzii:genmills.com (203) 676-9166 & Foodservice
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Don’t Just Stand There.

SCAN THERE!

YOUR STUDENTS’ NEXT
CAFETERIA FAVORITE IS
ONE SCAN AWAY.

Wholesome, tasty, easy prep and kid appeal—our
Tyson K-12 products check every box. Scan the QR code
to explore the full portfolio of branded proteins and
tasty recipes we've developed to help enhance
your nutrition program.

ilysonFoods
S

K-12

Contact your Tyson Foedservice Representative or visit
tysonkl2.com for product information, resources and
market-relevant solutions backed by our trusted brands

SPECIALTY PACKAGING
EQUIPMENT
SUPPLIES

Packaging Made Easy

* Quickly Package Meals to Save Your Staff Time
+ Ultra Clear Bags Enhance Your Food Presentation
+ Variety of Sizes to Meet All Your Packaging Needs

To learn more about hL"-wEImr: 0-Pa

please

FOODSERVICE
DESIGN,
EQUIPMENT
& SUPPLIES

SINGER

SINGEREQUIPMENT.COM
800.423.7082 @ © ©

KITTREDGE

WHEN KIDS
EAT BETTER
THEY DO

THEIR BEST

Iﬂ; h-'

oy B Serve students safely

~——r Gain expert advice
from our Mutrition
RHesource Center

i Stay on track
H Let us help you
monitor imentory

and manage
vour commodities

Create memorable menus
Plan and execute 5- or T-day menu cycles
with our monthly and seasonal menu templates

X

To learn more, visit gis.com. FOOD SERVICE

Gordon
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WE ARE BUY AMERICAN!

BUY AMERICAN COMPLIANT
100% JUICE » SHELF STABLE
1/2 CUP SERVING FRUIT / VEGGIE
INDIVIDUALLY WRAPPED

PETERSON FARMS
Jreshh

-
Simplot

Creditable
Recipes
You Can Trust

See all our products, recipes, and
more on our K-12 resource page.

Scan to View
K-12 Resources

Feedi ur Ambition™

When you use this QR code 25% of
your SNF donation comes back to
SNACT!

SNF

SCHOOL
NUTRITION
FOUNDATION

' SCAN ME

AL 2 &)




AFFINITY
GROUP

G YOUp
o o %

S ()

K-12 School D

Nutrition

Contact your local Affinity Group K-12 Specialist:

Laurie Smith K-12 Specialist 978-394-4034

rie smith@affinitysales.com
Sheri Cerruti K-12 Director 617-538-3317

sheri.ceruti@affinitysales.com

FRESH IDEAS.
BIG FLAVOR.

Introducing New Whole
Grain Solutions for the
2026-2027 School Year!

Sheri Cerruti

K-12 Director, New England
sheri.cerruti@affinitysales.com
617-538-3317

——— FILLED BITES

« NEW!RTF Jumbo
Whole Grain Cornbread
Popper Filled with Hot
Haoney (#24925)

TRENDING HOT #ONEY
FLAVOR THAT KIDS LOVE!

v
Brown Bites (#26362,

< BITE-SIZED BREAKFAST
’7 #26363, 26452)

+ NEW! Whole Grain Hash —‘

AVAILABLE IN THREE FLAVORS: EGG &
CHEESE; EGG, CHEESE & BACON; EGG,
CHEESE & CHICKEN SAUSAGE!

LT S Now wimk 35%
LESS S0p1uM

PER 4 PIECE
B gE:d" FaFrm Rd‘c:lilﬂﬁeduced JERVING THAN
odium Pizza Cheese
Crmlw'::her£® (n249m) %ﬁkﬁéﬁé
CRUNCHERT!

For more information,
contact:

Todd Holmes
tholmes@RedGold.com

Better
Nutrition

made simple.”

.Y\
E-5 FO0DS

moLEtshing our futura

KFAST BREAKS

_,,.-all'-—k.

BENEFITS FOR SCHOOLS & KIDS

# Largest variety of menu items to choose from
* Portable & convenient
* No mess, no fuss: Package easily converts to placemat

* No-spill options: Whole Grain Cereal Bars,
Pop-Tarts & Muffins

» Nationwide field tests show kids love Breakfast Breaks!
Zin Ksor | Regional Sales Director

Cell: 704-724-9214 | Email: Zksor@esfoods.com ﬁ
Sheri Cerruti | K-12 Director e
Cell: 617-538-3317 | Email: Sheri.ceruti@affinitysales.com ==

E S FOODS. ALWAYS THE BEST SOLUTION.
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#20311 bulk

° —
TI m Tayl or Whole Grain 16” Pizza + Cheesy Bottom Crust

8-cut » 4-Cheese

ttaylor@kikkkoman.com 2

) Thank you to the hosts of
N pﬁ Hot Topics for Directors
% Thank you to the hosts of 2025-2026 Hot Topics! Hot Topics are free lunchtime discussion

opportunities for SNACT Director members ( meal included ) That give directors an opportunity
to meet and discuss topics in a casual setting.

October 3 New & returning Director support
hosted by Core Foods & Driscoll Foods

February 27 Menuing USDA Foods
hosted by American Patriot Sales & AJ Letizio

April 24 Tapas and Hot Topics
hosted by Acxion, ConAgra, Land O Lakes, Pilgrim's &

Super Bakery
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Nourishing Our Youth, ‘-~ .
One Meal at a Time cgeg

At CORE Foodservice, our K-12 team is
well versed with the strict school dietary
regulations. They are dedicated to
staying on top of the latest trends and
offering unparalleled access to the most
sought-after brands in the industry to
help drive participation and make your
program a success.

To learn how CORE Foodservice can provide solutions for your school, please contact
Christine Benoit at (860) 481-5070 or cbenoit@corefoodservice.com

2026-2027
BACK-TO=SCHOOL
PROMOTION
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Pustheris & mistas thix Sanvd your gnal of puise hea ;| R ra

SUSAprat i anan |ttt | GO SCHO0E MINT

AUGUST 3 - MO, 20™, M0 § by JRHUAART 8™, 2027
! Oreubmityorpeof ol puchos |
i wo mal I

Cocl Echeol Cofa, FOBOX SIS | s
o~y ) AR COMMODITY PROCESSING AVAILABLE
a Ewm IH'IEP:I]IE'FN & Core Foodservice * Chrissy Benoit * chenoit@corefoodservice.com
o Papm i SCAM HERE

M.C.I. Foods, Inc. = (562) 977-4000 * www.loscabosmexicanfoods.com

CosiSchasiCalecom | JdSnockFeadsersice com | 004869533 | ASnoe SR ealTise Sl uliod. com
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TAKE YOUR ASIAN MENU
T0 THE NEXT LEVEL!

MINH" 301 Wy Chicken Egg Rolls

B

MR 3,160 WG Vegetallefag hall 7
Y

L
<

FOPULAR WITH EASY TO LESS ON THE LABEL
STUDENTS PREPARE DM LA ARRHEL (L3

28 Qg &

FRESHLY CHOPPED EGG ROLL WRAPPERS PAIRS WELL WITH
VEGETABLES MADE IN-HOUSE SWEET & SOUR SAUCE

contact: Maura DiMella

Commercial Refrigeration
& Food Equipment Services

Fast. Reliable. Trusted.

@FF 5 C’Df [

FOODS

WESTOCK BRANDS THAT STUDENTS LOVE AND THAT
MEET ALL REQUIRED NUTRITION REQUIREMENTS.

Aélonova % @DANNON

Rich nmsuu FARMS ucﬁs
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C OMPAN

* Grilled Cheese

* Rippinz & Dippinz
* Bread Sticks

= Rolls & Buns

* And MORE!

CHOOSE US FOR ALL YOUR
£ S SCHOOL MENU NEEDS

* Multi-serve

* Stuffed Crust

& * MEW 7-inch Round
* French Bread

* And MORE!

Contact: Cindy McManus # (774) 200-9656 * Cindy.McManus@ThriveFoodSales.com
Visit BAKECRAFTERS.COM and NARDONEBROS.COM for more information!

o f ~
> N oukFICn. DFow. ,7-3'.- Five

PROUDLY REPRESENTING
THESE LEADING BRANDS

o
Backpack
yogurt
Shelf-stable,
nutrient-rich
low fat yogurt

@ maidrite
Portion-
controlled,
quality meats
and value for
every menu

Mac & cheese,
filled pasta,
cheese sauces
and more

ke

MBC compPamiEs
The one stop
shop bakery for
breakfast &
lunch

TL.‘RTLJ:—"-‘“E":"“'

Family-crafted
school pizza
with quality
ingredients

Contact: Cindy McManus

Cindy.McManus@ThriveFoodSales.com

774 200 9656

v
@eé'pfy-
ooled

FARMS,~

Premium K-12
plant-based
protein
crumbles
students love

- ich
a2 Chicks

Smart chicken
choices,

cleaner labels,

no
compromises

THRIVE

NEWS YOU CAN USE!

Monthly cafeteria promotions and
opportunities delivered to your inbox.

INCLUDING:

e Promotion ideas & social media
posts

e Cow Spot milk cooler giveaways

e Free continuing education

e Grant announcements

s Free stuff: posters, student
giveaways, & more

New England

Dairy

Scan the QR code
to register
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FOOD FUELS THOUGHT

Make the rite choice for your school menus!

Scan the QR code to download

information on your favorite products

like beef burgers, meatballs, meatioaf
gl patiies, and beef ribs!

| maidrite

For Additional Information or Samples
Contact egorrell@mr-specialty.com

Un-Breaded
On Purposec

Designed for Today’s
School Meals.
1 Better-for-You Simplified

Un-breaded chicken supports healthy,
balanced meals and menu flexibility.

Fully cooked chicken that delivers
scratch-style results.

2 Speed-Scratch Ready

Ne breading means one protein that works
* across bowls, wraps, salads, global flavors & mare!

3 Menu Versatility Built In

el Biher:

Alicia Maleney | Regiconal Sales Manager Cindy McManus | Thrive Food Sales
518-312.6354 T74-200-96546
armaloney@irichchicks.com Cindy.McManus@ThriveFoodSales.com
IEA Y ®
34 S oih
E A % .
APk /\\4. hicks.
'1"1 i), Ask about our \\. P e i uuTAITION
oy Halal Certified chicken www.richchicks.com
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@iyersified Piversied Foods

FOUdS IHC. ed@ocsservicefactor.com

Imaginate Your Space

Imagmate%ursllace. Tacey Martinek

Awesome Signs Funpain | Punchar Graphies™  5ffice@imaginateyourspace.com

Joe Warren & Sons
John Malone
jmalone@joewarren.com

Commercial Food Equipment & Refrigeration Service

MBC
Rich Petruzzella

C OMPAN 1 E S richard.petruzzella@mbccompanies.com
\\\\

SINCE WEB

McCain Foods
Elizabeth (Kump) Etzo
Elizabeth.etzo@mccain.com
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'1_Thursmn Foods, Inc.
I' Food Service Specialists

S99

THE

Restaurant Supply Store

The SEALS Connecticut
Greg Tuers
greg.tuers@thesealsusa.com

Thurston Foods
Tim Thurston
timt@thurstonfoods.com
800.982.2227

Wade’s Dairy
Dave Gambino
dgambino@wadesdairy.com

Warehouse Restaurant Supply
Neil Belleville
neilb@restaurantcity.com
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GOLD MEMBERS

q O' I 0 nm Meli;\Scaxlljoer;:Offe COOL Cool School Prime
. S-HooL Joe Guadagnino

Melissa.decoffe@acxion.com ) .
joe@coolschoolprime.com

‘ Affinity Group CORE Foodservice
Sheri Cerruti Chrissy Benoit

AFFINITY Sheri.cerruti@affinitysales.com L — cbenoit@corefoodservice.com

GROUP

cNire
111

f%{ A] Letizio Demakes Bros

\“Jl.etizio stuart Wisel Brian Scagliarini

swisel@@ajletizio.com bscags@demakesbros.com

Albies

— Driscoll Foods
S { *
Heather Sawicki J)fjgg@[[ Deb Shechtel
heather@albies.com FOODS dshechtel@driscollfoods.com
AM Foods
. (I;A|rzAI|ck| | Ekono Pak
am.food.md@gmail.com Jacob Word

jacob@ekonopac.com

American Patriot Sales

Dennis O'Connor Elevate Food Service Group
doconnor@americanpatriotsales.com ' E I eéva te Tiffany Schmitt

Foodservice Group tiffany@elevatefsg.com

Buena Vista Foods ES Foods

Ed Kenna E,S FDDDS Zin Ksor
ekenna@bvfoods.com zksor@esfoods.com

nourishing our future

Frazil
Mickael Ciccarone
michael.ciccarone@freezingpointlic.com

Cahoon Farms
Eric Haffner
aheow [wums

e 105 ehaffner@cahoonfarms.com
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a General Mills
l::l:.hl'l'-'l"' nignce
& Foodservice

O
gﬂalFood

SOLUTIONS
Better Food Comes Naturally

GLEBE

Equipment Company

Gordon

FOOD SERVICE
-'lr-":. ! l\. I Lo J':.l':-

-
&

Health-e Pro ‘

Heartland

P58 o L R

Hometow

-FOOD COMPANY-

GOLD MEMBERS

Garner Foods / Texas Pete
Ryan Seibold
rseibold@garnerfoods.com

General Mills
Michael Adams
Michael.adams@genmills.com

Global Food Solutions
Martin Baker
martin@@globalfoodsolutions.co

Globe Equipment
Brian Ringelheim
brian@globeequipment.com

DAIRY FARM

FORT ATKINSON, Wi

Gordon Food Service
Katelyn Quealy
katelyn.quealy®@gfs.com

Juicy
Juice

Health-e Pro
Lynne Shavinsky
lynne@healthepro.com

Heartland School Solutions
Mary Ryan
mary.rayan@e-hps.com

Hometown Foods
Jen Naylor
jen.naylor@hometownfoodcompany.com

Mexican Foods

ay,foods

l(ikkt:)m;eu'F:l

seasoning your life

HPC
Lori Blair
Iblair@hpcfs.com

Idahoan
Lisa Raines
Iraines@idahoan.com

J&) Snack Foods
Kathleen McCrosson
kmccrosson@jjsnack.com

Jones Dairy
Sheri Harbec
sherih@jonesdairyfarm.com

Juicy Juice
Ken Watts
kwatts@harvesthill.com

Kay Foods
Zelig G

zelig@kayfoodmarketing.com

Kikkoman
Tim Taylor
ttaylor@kikkkoman.com

Los Cabos
Deb Martin
dmartin@mcifoods.com
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GOLD MEMBERS

Red Gold
Todd Holmes
tholmes@regold.com

I @1 maidrite" Maid- '}L‘:nsgzcﬂ:;t: Foods

SUPERIOR PORTIONED MEATS SINCE 1960 . .
jredman@mr-specialty.com

MANSFIELD Mansfield Paper Company

PAPER COMPANY, INC. Suzanne Charette
.. s scharette@mansfieldpaper.com

Rich's Products
Sheri Cerruti
Sheri.cerruti@affinitysales.com

National Food Grou =N 3
Natlonal LEE l!l LEEs s P r ich Rich Chicks

[/
fead group i f G McDonald
dmoss@nationalfoodgroup.com V 11[(_ kﬁ. ene
(\\‘\ T —— sales@richchicks.com
Javw Endland New England Dairy Rich’s Ice Cream
v D . Amanda Aldred Victoria Noonan
- Q Irg aaldred@newenglanddairy.com vnoonan@neicc.com

Schwan'’s
Maura DiMella
maura.dimella@schwans.com

@ PEPSICO

Brian DeMarco

J (ZZH Teopicana ﬁ.u% G Brian.Demarco@pepsico.com

pepsh

SCHWAN'S

eERA T FORCRE WL, B

SFS NE
Brian Jette
bjette@sfsne.com

Peterson Farms Fresh
Marty Zablonski
mzablonski@petersonfarms.com

GO LD Pilgrims Pride / Goldkist

. Simplepack
Diana McCarthy s|mp|epack Nick Adi
L Diana.McCarthy@pilgrims.com sacxaama seneemen — Njckaldi@simplepackusa.com

CHICKEN

- T P\)S ProView Simplot Global Foods
Pro Va/rayyy, Stuart Wisel slm I 0 t Lola Sanuth Deer
vV L\ LA swisel@ajletizio.com p lola.sanuth@simplot.com

by Tastyoronc
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GOLD MEMBERS

Singer Kittredge
Mario D'Acunto
mdacunto@singerequipment.com

KITTREDGE

NIZ

\

Super Bakery
Michael Luch
Michael.luch@superbakery.com

%‘Fﬁu

Swain Associates

SWAIN

AONG O CIATAES tony@swainrep.com

TAB AT(;HN [C_K‘ Tabatchnik

e B John Eberts
john@tabatchnik.com

Tasty Brands

TD St Ublr'::lﬂds Sarah Keating

skeating@tastybrandski2.com

Thrive
Cindy McManus
Cindy.McManus@thrivefoodsales.com

@ Tyson Foods

Christine Barracca

TYSDH Christine.Barracca@tyson.com

K-12

WVenturaFoods' -...:::..

renate.durham@venturafoods.com

Wild Mike's Ultimate Pizza
Missy Smith
msmith@sapiazza.com

TIMATE PIZZA

Regional Training!

On May 6 Yankee Chapter hosted a fantastic "Easy, Local Food Prep" training

taught by Becky and Alyssa, Regional Farm to School Coordinators- UConn Extension.

A delicious dinner was provided by American Patriot Sales and AJ Letizio and capped

with a special celebration for retiring director, Beth Pratt.
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SILVER MEMBERS

Apple & Eve Beverages
BarFresh
Bridgford Foods
Brookwood Farms
Butterball Turkey
Cargill

Classic Delight
ConAgra

Country Pure Juice
CR Peterson
Danone
Darlington Snacks
Del Real

Dole’s

HighLiner Foods
Hormel / Jennie-O
HPS

International Food Solutions
JTM

Kent Precision Foods
Land O’ Lakes

MAP

Michael Foods

S & F Foods

Tree Top

Trident

Trivedi / Plumsense

On March 27 the Urban School Food Alliance presented Team Up for School Nutrition

Success Procurement Training - it was a day of fun and learning!



https://www.facebook.com/urbanschoolfoodalliance?__cft__[0]=AZb7cjv3ravTLe2x-vpDevyD4RuiDEFcfuyKCnCz5CExmhEBuyf-FyzVTypFoHzNNNhVIim-BKK8E4Cpwh3us5fqQ4QJLI_UDk-n_KpkkgPTBs2L3Zm0mgKGG2Lz7xpkefb-SThH53kFWrcUOx7SlAyexL_hz9Z4oLyh9TvkChGwZcHPQECVdhgrDA52mSlAEYA&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/urbanschoolfoodalliance?__cft__[0]=AZb7cjv3ravTLe2x-vpDevyD4RuiDEFcfuyKCnCz5CExmhEBuyf-FyzVTypFoHzNNNhVIim-BKK8E4Cpwh3us5fqQ4QJLI_UDk-n_KpkkgPTBs2L3Zm0mgKGG2Lz7xpkefb-SThH53kFWrcUOx7SlAyexL_hz9Z4oLyh9TvkChGwZcHPQECVdhgrDA52mSlAEYA&__tn__=-]K-R
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SNACT's 2026 Fall Conference

Fueling Futures:
Growing Impact in School Nutrition

October 29-30, 2026 Mystic Marriott
Trade Show on October 29

featuring keynote speaker Joe Pettit

Why should you attend?

Get Essential Updates from CSDE

Be Inspired and reconnect with your purpose- move from Stuck to Free with
Joe Pettit

Grow your Leadership Skills at a highly interactive two-part Leadership
Experience, led by Joe Pettit

Build practical skills: Boost your culinary expertise with Smart Swap
Recipes and the Scratch Cooking sessions

Network and connect with vendors and colleagues at the Food & Industry
Trade Show

Celebrate at the Carnival Extravaganza: Bingo & Awards Night!

Registration will open in June!
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	PRESIDENT’S LETTER
	Dear SNACT Members and Friends,

	SAVE THE DATES FOR  2026-2027 SNACT EVENTS!
	October 29-30, 2026 Fall Conference & Trade Show at Mystic Marriott Fueling Futures: Growing Impact in School Nutrition Keynote Speaker: Joe Pettit Joe will  present  on  BOTH  days  of  the conference.  Joe’s unique approach is grounded in real-world application, and his sessions are renowned for their activity-based, tangible takeaways. He  will inspire you with his insights and empower you to become a better leader!
	Nov 12 -14, 2026 Northeast Region Leadership Conference at Mystic Hilton Fueling Futures: Growing Impact in School Nutrition Keynote Speaker: Dr. Katie Wilson SNACT is hosting NERLC this year, bringing in SNA state leaders from the NE region for learning and sharing. We’re excited to welcome fellow leaders and hope SNACT members will attend this conference!
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	October 3 New & returning Director support hosted by Core Foods & Driscoll Foods
	February 27 Menuing USDA Foods  hosted by American Patriot Sales & AJ Letizio
	April 24 Tapas and Hot Topics   hosted by Acxion, ConAgra, Land O Lakes, Pilgrim’s & Super Bakery

	CT Grown for CT Kids Week Kick off  in Old Saybrook
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	PLATINUM MEMBERS
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	Juicy Juice Ken Watts kwatts@harvesthill.com
	Health-e Pro Lynne Shavinsky lynne@healthepro.com
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	GOLD MEMBERS
	Regional Training!
	On May 6 Yankee Chapter hosted a fantastic "Easy, Local Food Prep" training taught by Becky and Alyssa, Regional Farm to School Coordinators- UConn Extension. A delicious dinner was provided by American Patriot Sales and AJ Letizio and capped with a special celebration for retiring director, Beth Pratt.
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