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N U T M E G G E R

SNACT Vision

All CT students have access to
nutritious school meals that
promote a healthy lifestyle
 

SNACT Mission
Provide school nutrition
professionals with tools,
resources and opportunities
for program success and
sustainability
 

SNACT Values
Striving for excellence
through:
Integrity
Commitment
Inclusion
Collaboration
Dedication
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Watertown Public Schools
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Dear SNACT Members and Friends,

In some ways it is hard to believe we are nearing the end of the 25-26
school year and in other ways it is a huge reprieve. As we look forward to
year end celebrations, closing down kitchens; or heading into summer
feeding programs, 25-26 has been jam packed with a rollercoaster of
happenings. First and foremost, I would like to thank all of the board
members, committees, and the entirety of our membership for showing up
every day for the kids of Connecticut. You all willingly hop right into the
rollercoaster without hesitation, with the continued strength, persistence,
and determination to make school meals in CT the best they can possibly be. 

This year, more than ever before, school nutrition professionals were heard by our state legislature. Not
only were we heard, but were repeatedly asked to sit at the table with regards to us being the subject
matter experts in this field. We engaged with partnering organizations in so many spaces – End Hunger
CT, dietitians, pediatricians, farm-to-school, all culminating in the successful passing of universal free
breakfast for next school year. Additionally, we have created such a force that supportive lawmakers
are already looking ahead to getting the next step done in the upcoming budget year – universal free
lunch! We have a lot to look forward to come the fall!

SNACT held two great conferences this year, membership surpassed five hundred members for the first
time in years, and we have many new faces contributing to the work of all our committees. The program
committee is well on their way planning the fall conference and we are excited to be hosting the 2026
Northeast Leadership Conference. The northeast is the only region still holding these!

On a personal note, as I exit my 3-year presidency cycle I am flooded with emotions. I could not imagine
not taking the opportunity to enter the leadership chain three years ago, even though I had no idea
what I was in for. Organization leadership work is definitely not easy, but the experiences, personal
growth gained, and professional networking not only across CT, but across the country, is irreplaceable.
I could not have done any of this without the support of the varying executive committees over the last
few years, the work of our committees and membership, and the every-second-behind-the-scenes work
and dedication of Denise Di Mare, our executive director.

I encourage anyone considering leadership to take the leap and plunge! It is my hope that I leave you all
feeling you can always reach out to me to talk leadership, policy, school meals, pets, Taylor Swift…I
digress…I also want to send well wishes and a huge congratulations to all of the directors and food
service workers that are retiring this year. Lastly, I look forward to continuing my work on the board as
Nominating Committee (I see you upcoming leaders!) and Public Policy & Legislation co-chair. I hope
you all have a wonderful summer!

Signing off with gratitude and warmth,
Stephanie Deason, MS, RD, SNS
President, School Nutrition Association of Connecticut
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October 29-30, 2026 Fall Conference
& Trade Show at Mystic Marriott
Fueling Futures: Growing Impact in
School Nutrition
Keynote Speaker: Joe Pettit
Joe will  present  on  BOTH  days  of  the
conference. 
Joe’s unique approach is grounded in real-world
application, and his sessions are renowned for
their activity-based, tangible takeaways. He  will
inspire you with his insights and empower you to
become a better leader!

Nov 12 -14, 2026 Northeast Region Leadership
Conference at Mystic Hilton
Fueling Futures: Growing Impact in School
Nutrition
Keynote Speaker: Dr. Katie Wilson
SNACT is hosting NERLC this year, bringing in SNA state
leaders from the NE region for learning and sharing. We’re
excited to welcome fellow leaders and hope SNACT members
will attend this conference!

January 28, 2027 Winter Conference & Trade Show at the
Aquaturf Club
Snow Much Nutrition: Fueling Schools the USDA Way 
Keynote Speaker: TBD
USDA and more 

Conference registration will open in June. Attendees can choose from a two day registration
that includes hotel (a great bargain!) to 1.5 days and individual days. However you choose to

attend, we hope to see you there!



A Session Defined by Momentum and a Historic Win
The 2026 Connecticut General Assembly — February 4 through May 6 — delivered SNACT's most
significant legislative achievement in years: universal free school breakfast, fully funded in the state
budget at $14 million, reaching an estimated 164,000 additional Connecticut students beginning in
the next school year. That victory, years in the making, did not arrive by accident. It was the product of
sustained, coordinated advocacy by the PP&L Committee, SNACT's broader membership, and its
coalition partners — executed with a strategic discipline and a relationship infrastructure built
deliberately over several sessions.

The session also demonstrated, with equal clarity, that SNACT's advocacy capacity has grown into
something qualitatively different from prior years. The organization entered the Capitol not as a
stakeholder seeking attention, but as a trusted technical partner — consulted by legislators on bill
language, embedded in coalitionstrategy, and visible in media and policy narratives from the opening
day of session through the final gavel. That elevated standing is the compound interest on years of
showing up, providing expertise, and delivering results.

"The new budget marks a successful conclusion to Lamont's two-year effort to provide free
breakfast at all Connecticut public schools for all students, allocating more than $14 million for
that initiative."
— Connecticut Public Radio / CT Mirror, May 2, 2026

Not every priority crossed the finish line. The path to universal free lunch for all students — the next
logical step — remained is still in question, with several dedicated school meals bills falling short in
committee or dying in the Senate. But the structural gains made this session — in relationships, in
legislative credibility, in coalition depth, and in the budget baseline now locked in — position SNACT for
an even stronger advance in 2027.
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A D V O C A C Y  U P D A T E S
Another busy CT legislative session:
CT adopts universal breakfast 

You can read the full report from John M. Bailey II, Legislative Specialist,
TCORS Capitol Group on SNACT’s website!

Photos from LAC

https://cdn.ymaws.com/snact.org/resource/resmgr/documents/legislation/2025-2026/snact_2026_end_of_session_fi.pdf


A W A R D  W I N N E R S

Industry Person of the Year

Congratulations to 
our  2025-2026 Award Winners!
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Rising Star Director

Rising Star Staff

Nicole Maxellon, Southington Public Schools

Tracy Vissicchio, Meriden Public Schools

Tacey Martinek, Imaginate Your Space



A W A R D  W I N N E R S
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Manager of the Year

Our Award winners will be celebrated on  October 29 during our  
Carnival Extravaganza: Bingo & Awards Night

We’re planning the ultimate "Big Top" celebration! This event transforms a standard banquet into a
high-energy, interactive carnival experience. Ditch the formal sit-down for "Gourmet Midway"
stations.  A charismatic "Ringmaster" caller will lead games of Bingo.  

"The Ringmaster" Awards: As the night reaches its peak, we transition to the Award Ceremony to
honor the stars of our organization.

Director of the Year

Beth Pratt, Andover/ Coventry Public Schools

Janet Crosetti-Jackson, Meriden Public Schools
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We are a carbon neutral company located nearby
in Massachusetts that manufactures a wide variety
food service containers that are environmentally
friendly, 100% compostable, heat resistant and
economically priced.  Our products are currently
being used in K-12, Higher Education, Healthcare
and the private sector.

 
For additional information, please
contact :
Nick Aldi at
nickaldi@simplepackusa.com
 (413) 435-8159

www.simplepackusa.com

mailto:nickaldi@simplepackusa.com
http://www.simplepackusa.com/
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The gift that gives back!

When you use this QR code 25% of
your SNF donation comes back to

SNACT!
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ttaylor@kikkkoman.com
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Tim Taylor
ttaylor@kikkkoman.com

Thank you to the hosts of
Hot Topics for Directors

October 3 New & returning Director support

hosted by Core Foods & Driscoll Foods

April 24 Tapas and Hot Topics 

 hosted by Acxion, ConAgra, Land O Lakes, Pilgrim’s &

Super Bakery

Thank you to the hosts of  2025-2026 Hot Topics!  Hot Topics are free lunchtime discussion
opportunities for SNACT Director members ( meal included )That give directors an opportunity

to meet and discuss topics in a casual setting.

February 27 Menuing USDA Foods 

hosted by American Patriot Sales & AJ Letizio
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contact: Maura DiMella
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CT Grown for CT Kids Week Kick off
 in Old Saybrook
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P L A T I N U M  M E M B E R S

Imaginate Your Space
Tacey Martinek

office@imaginateyourspace.com

McCain Foods
Elizabeth (Kump) Etzo

Elizabeth.etzo@mccain.com
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Joe Warren & Sons
John Malone

jmalone@joewarren.com

Diversified Foods
Ed Leigh

ed@ocsservicefactor.com

MBC
Rich Petruzzella

richard.petruzzella@mbccompanies.com



P L A T I N U M  M E M B E R S

Thurston Foods
Tim Thurston

timt@thurstonfoods.com 
800.982.2227

Warehouse Restaurant Supply
Neil Belleville

neilb@restaurantcity.com

Wade’s Dairy
Dave Gambino

dgambino@wadesdairy.com 
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The SEALS Connecticut
Greg Tuers

greg.tuers@thesealsusa.com



G O L D  M E M B E R S

Affinity Group
Sheri Cerruti

Sheri.cerruti@affinitysales.com

AJ Letizio
Stuart Wisel

swisel@@ajletizio.com

American Patriot Sales
Dennis O’Connor

doconnor@americanpatriotsales.com 

CORE Foodservice
Chrissy Benoit

cbenoit@corefoodservice.com

ES Foods
Zin Ksor

zksor@esfoods.com 

Acxion
Melissa DeCoffe

Melissa.decoffe@acxion.com

Albies
Heather Sawicki

heather@albies.com

Buena Vista Foods
Ed Kenna

ekenna@bvfoods.com

Elevate Food Service Group
Tiffany Schmitt

tiffany@elevatefsg.com

Ekono Pak
Jacob Word

jacob@ekonopac.com
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Driscoll Foods
Deb Shechtel

dshechtel@driscollfoods.com

AM Foods
Mira Alicki

am.food.md@gmail.com

Cahoon Farms
Eric Haffner

ehaffner@cahoonfarms.com

Cool School Prime
Joe Guadagnino

joe@coolschoolprime.com

Demakes Bros
Brian Scagliarini

bscags@demakesbros.com

Frazil
Mickael Ciccarone

michael.ciccarone@freezingpointllc.com
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G O L D  M E M B E R S

J&J Snack Foods
Kathleen McCrosson

kmccrosson@jjsnack.com

Idahoan
Lisa Raines

lraines@idahoan.com

HPC
Lori Blair

lblair@hpcfs.com

Globe Equipment
Brian Ringelheim

brian@globeequipment.com

Gordon Food Service
Katelyn Quealy

katelyn.quealy@gfs.com

Global Food Solutions
Martin Baker

martin@@globalfoodsolutions.co

Health-e Pro
Lynne Shavinsky

lynne@healthepro.com

Garner Foods / Texas Pete
Ryan Seibold

rseibold@garnerfoods.com

General Mills
Michael Adams

Michael.adams@genmills.com

Heartland School Solutions
Mary Ryan

mary.rayan@e-hps.com

Hometown Foods
Jen Naylor

jen.naylor@hometownfoodcompany.com

Jones Dairy
Sheri Harbec

sherih@jonesdairyfarm.com

Juicy Juice
Ken Watts

kwatts@harvesthill.com

Kay Foods
Zelig G

zelig@kayfoodmarketing.com

Kikkoman
Tim Taylor

ttaylor@kikkkoman.com

Los Cabos
Deb Martin

dmartin@mcifoods.com
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G O L D  M E M B E R S

Peterson Farms Fresh
Marty Zablonski

mzablonski@petersonfarms.com

Pilgrims Pride / Goldkist
Diana McCarthy

Diana.McCarthy@pilgrims.com

Mansfield Paper Company
Suzanne Charette

scharette@mansfieldpaper.com

New England Dairy
Amanda Aldred

aaldred@newenglanddairy.com 

Red Gold
Todd Holmes

tholmes@regold.com

National Food Group
Dan Moss

dmoss@nationalfoodgroup.com

Rich’s Ice Cream
Victoria Noonan

vnoonan@neicc.com

Maid- Rite Specialty Foods
John Redman

jredman@mr-specialty.com

PepsiCo
Brian DeMarco

Brian.Demarco@pepsico.com

ProView
Stuart Wisel

swisel@ajletizio.com

Rich’s Products
Sheri Cerruti

Sheri.cerruti@affinitysales.com

Rich Chicks
Gene McDonald

 sales@richchicks.com

Schwan’s
Maura DiMella

maura.dimella@schwans.com 

SFS NE
Brian Jette

bjette@sfsne.com

Simplepack
Nick Adi

nickaldi@simplepackusa.com

Simplot Global Foods
Lola Sanuth Deer

lola.sanuth@simplot.com
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Singer Kittredge
Mario D’Acunto

mdacunto@singerequipment.com

Tyson Foods
Christine Barracca

Christine.Barracca@tyson.com

Tasty Brands 
Sarah Keating

skeating@tastybrandsk12.com

Super Bakery
Michael Luch

Michael.luch@superbakery.com

Swain Associates 
Tony Ruggiero

tony@swainrep.com

Tabatchnik 
John Eberts

john@tabatchnik.com

G O L D  M E M B E R S

Ventura
Renate Durham

renate.durham@venturafoods.com

Wild Mike’s Ultimate Pizza
Missy Smith

msmith@sapiazza.com

Thrive
Cindy McManus

Cindy.McManus@thrivefoodsales.com

On May 6 Yankee Chapter hosted a fantastic "Easy, Local Food Prep" training
taught by Becky and Alyssa, Regional Farm to School Coordinators- UConn Extension.
A delicious dinner was provided by American Patriot Sales and AJ Letizio and capped
with a special celebration for retiring director, Beth Pratt. 

Regional Training! 

mailto:ekenna@tastybrandsk12.com


S I L V E R  M E M B E R S
Apple & Eve Beverages
BarFresh
Bridgford Foods
Brookwood Farms
Butterball Turkey
Cargill
Classic Delight
ConAgra
Country Pure Juice
CR Peterson
Danone
Darlington Snacks
Del Real

Dole’s
HighLiner Foods
Hormel / Jennie-O
HPS
International Food Solutions
JTM
Kent Precision Foods
Land O’ Lakes
MAP
Michael Foods
S & F Foods
Tree Top
Trident
Trivedi / Plumsense
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On March 27 the Urban School Food Alliance presented  Team Up for School Nutrition
Success Procurement Training - it was a day of fun and learning! 

https://www.facebook.com/urbanschoolfoodalliance?__cft__[0]=AZb7cjv3ravTLe2x-vpDevyD4RuiDEFcfuyKCnCz5CExmhEBuyf-FyzVTypFoHzNNNhVIim-BKK8E4Cpwh3us5fqQ4QJLI_UDk-n_KpkkgPTBs2L3Zm0mgKGG2Lz7xpkefb-SThH53kFWrcUOx7SlAyexL_hz9Z4oLyh9TvkChGwZcHPQECVdhgrDA52mSlAEYA&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/urbanschoolfoodalliance?__cft__[0]=AZb7cjv3ravTLe2x-vpDevyD4RuiDEFcfuyKCnCz5CExmhEBuyf-FyzVTypFoHzNNNhVIim-BKK8E4Cpwh3us5fqQ4QJLI_UDk-n_KpkkgPTBs2L3Zm0mgKGG2Lz7xpkefb-SThH53kFWrcUOx7SlAyexL_hz9Z4oLyh9TvkChGwZcHPQECVdhgrDA52mSlAEYA&__tn__=-]K-R


SNACT’s 2026 Fall Conference 
Fueling Futures: 

Growing Impact in School Nutrition
October 29-30, 2026 Mystic Marriott

Trade Show on October 29
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featuring keynote speaker Joe Pettit
Why should you attend? 

Get Essential Updates from CSDE
Be Inspired and reconnect with your purpose- move from Stuck to Free with
Joe Pettit
Grow your Leadership Skills at a highly interactive two-part Leadership
Experience, led by Joe Pettit
Build practical skills: Boost your culinary expertise with  Smart Swap
Recipes and the Scratch Cooking sessions
Network and connect with vendors and colleagues at the Food & Industry
Trade Show
Celebrate at the Carnival Extravaganza: Bingo & Awards Night!

Registration will open in June!
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