
N U T M E G G E R

SNACT Vision

All CT students have access to
nutritious school meals that
promote a healthy lifestyle
 

SNACT Mission
Provide school nutrition
professionals with tools,
resources and opportunities for
program success and
sustainability
 

SNACT Values
Striving for excellence through:
Integrity
Commitment
Inclusion
Collaboration
Dedication
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Treasurer
Secretary

Executive Director

Kristina Roberge
Dianne Houlihan
Stephanie Deason, MS, RD, SNS
Jessica D’Agnese, RD, CD-N
Meghan Sullivan, RD, CD-N
Denise Di Mare

Charter Oak
Minute Maid

Mohegan
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Industry Council Chair 
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Open
Randall Mel, Jr.
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Steele, Tim Thurston, Samantha Wilson
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Open
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 Shannon Yearwood, Greg King
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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  L E T T E R

We have made it through the first half of the school year, I hope
the second half brings sunshine and warmth.

It has been quite a busy first half, Our Annual Conference was
amazing, so nice to see so many new faces!

Our Winter Warm up in January was a huge success, with
compliments from attendees and industry.

We had an amazing Hot Topics with Melissa Decoffe and Lynn
Pellegrini with our next one scheduled on February 9th hosted by
Tyson Foods. 

SNACT, SM4A and so many other partners are getting the word out that we need to carry on
with free breakfast and eliminating the reduced status for next school year, everyone has a
voice and should be heard? Be on the lookout for information from SNACT with how you can
make YOUR voice heard.

And speaking of YOU-SNA’s Annual National Conference is in Boston this year!! WOOHOO!!

We hope to see so many of you there. Stay tuned for information on what we have planned (We
will have SNACT Swag).

I was looking back on my Lunch Lady life and how 10 years ago I was the new girl in Groton and
just earning my stripes, learning the ropes, finding MY voice… and now with the help of so many
of you, my friends, I made it through my first Administrative Review, which is such a relief. More
importantly 10 years ago I didn’t have any of you on my side and I am a better person in all
aspects of my life because of you.

The best parts of the School Nutrition Association of Connecticut is the people, the friendships,
the advice and yes even the opinions. 

I look forward to the second half of my presidency and many more years in this association.

Kristina Roberge, SNACT President 2023-2024
Food Service Coordinator, Groton Public Schools

Happy February everyone!
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2 0 2 3  A N N U A L  C O N F E R E N C E
Building the Future of Child Nutrition

October 13-14 2023

Our Fall Conference was held at Mohegan Sun, with
Keynote Speaker Jon Colby. 
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2 0 2 3  A N N U A L  T R A D E  S H O W
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L E G I S L A T I V E  U P D A T E S

The CT Legislative Session has begun! SNACT continues to advocate for
school nutrition programs in CT. We are active members of the of the School

Meals for All Coalition (SM4A). We held a legislative training session for
members, led by our legislative strategist John Bailey of TCG and  issue action

alerts and updates to keep members up to date. As of this writing, Governor
Lamont has included funding to continue universal breakfast and no cost

meals for students who qualify for reduced meals in his budget and SNACT
has been supportive. Check the SNACT website for updates! 

We are also excited to have a sizable CT coalition attending LAC (SNA’s
Legislative Action Conference) and plan to meet with all of our elected Federal

representatives while we are in DC. 

Ashley Carl, FSD Plainville Community Schools,
representing SNACT during the January 24  Press

Conference at the State House.



M I S T L E T O E  M I N G L E

Members had a
great time at
our mistletoe

mingle on
December 7 at

Gouvert
Vineyards! 
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Congratulations to the winners of our
2023-2024 Elections

Vice President (Term: 2024-2025): 
Randall Mel, Jr. , Food and Nutrition Manager, Middletown Public Schools

Secretary  (Term: 2024-2026): 
Meghan Sullivan, RD, CD-N, Director of Food and Nutrition, 

Pomperaug Regional School District 15

Industry Council Chair (Term: 2024-2026):
Jason Bloch, McCain Foods

Regional Representatives 
Charter Oak  (Term: completing 2023-2025 1 Year Term):

Christopher Scoppetta, RDN, Dir. of Food & Nutrition Service, Hartford Public Schools

Minute Maid   (Term: 2024-2026):

Mohegan (Term: completing 2023-2025 1 Year Term): 
Carol Dodson, Food Service Director, Montville Public Schools & 

Kristina Roberge, Food Service Coordinator, Groton Public Schools

Naugatuck  (Term: 2024-2026): Becky Tyrrell, Food Service Director, Ed Advance

Nutmeg  (Term: 2024-2026):
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W I N T E R  W A R M  U P
Our January 9 Winter Warm Up started with a great conference featuring a CSDE presentation

on Managing USDA Foods and 2 sessions let by Patrick Garmong of the Institute of Child
Nutrition, followed by an afternoon trade show. A list of exhibitors is on our website!
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P L A T I N U M  M E M B E R S

Diversified Foods
Pat Logan

plogan@diversifiedfoods.com

ImaginateYourSpace.com
Tacey Martinek

tacey@loveyourlunchroom.com

McCain Foods
 Jason Bloch

Jason.bloch@mccain.com

New England Dairy
Amanda Aldred

aaldred@newenglanddairy.com 
203.723.8924
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P L A T I N U M  M E M B E R S

Swain Associates 
Tony Ruggiero

tony@swainrep.com

Thurston Foods
Tim Thurston

timt@thurstonfoods.com 
800.982.2227

Wade’s Dairy
Doug Wade

doug@wadesdairy.com 
800.247.9233

Warehouse Restaurant Supply
Neil Belleville

neilb@restaurantcity.com
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G O L D  M E M B E R S

Affinity Group
Sheri Cerruti

Sheri.cerruti@affinitysales.com

AJ Letizio
Stuart Wisel

swisel@@ajletizio.com

American Patriot Sales
Dennis O’Connor

doconnor@americanpatriotsales.com 

BakeCrafters
Alicia Maloney

alicia@bakecrafters.com

Bridgford
Joe Adams

jadams@bridgford.com

ConAgra
Kelly Barnes

Kelly.barnes@conagra.com

Cool School Prime
Joe Guadagnino 

joe@coolschoolprime.com 

CORE Foodservice
Chrissy Benoit

cbenoit@corefoodservice.com

Domino’s
Eric Vanden Brink

Eric.VandenBrink@dominos.com 

ES Foods
Tom Ferris

tferris@esfoods.com 

General Mills
Michael Adams

Michael.adams@genmills.com

Gordon Food Service
Bridget Baker

Bridget.baker@gfs.com

HPC
Roger Siering

rsiering@hpcfs.com

Idahoan
Lisa Raines

lraines@idahoan.com

International Food Solutions
Della Collins

Della.collins@asianfoodsolutions.com

J&J Snack Foods
Maryjo Corey

mjcorey@jjsnack.com

Kellogg’s
Debbie Gordon

debbie.gordon@kellogg.com

Kikkoman
Tim Taylor

ttaylor@kikkkoman.com

Land O’Lakes
Tami Johnson

tjohnson@landolakes.com

Key Impact is now Acxion
Melissa DeCoffe

Melissa.decoffe@asmwaypoint.com



LINQ / Titan
Marco Athie

mathie@linq.com
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G O L D  M E M B E R S

Mansfield Paper
Suzanne Charette

scharette@mansfieldpaper.com

Nardone’s
Vinnie Nardone

vinnie@nardonespizza.com 

National Food Group
Tara Zackrison

tzackrison@nationalfoodgroup.com 

New England Icer Cream
Kim Imbornone

kimbornone@neicc.com 

Oliver Packaging & Equip
Michael Magzag

mmagzag@oliverquality.com 

Path Water
Missy Smith

missy@drinkpath.com

Peterson Farms Fresh
Marty Zablonski

mzablonski@petersonfarms.com

Pilgrims Pride / Goldkist
Teisha Robertson

Teisha.robertson@polgrims.com 

PrimeroEdge + SchoolCafé 
Dave Cox

Dave.Cox@primeroedge.com 

Rich’s Products
Jason Shanks

jshanks@rich.com

Rich Chicks
Gene McDonald

 sales@richchicks.com

SA Piazza
Diana McCarthy

dmccarthy@sapiazza.com

Schwan’s
Maura DIMella

maura.dimella@schwans.com 

SFS NE
Brian Jette

bjette@sfsne.com

Simplot
Bryan Fogelstrom

Bryan.Fogelstrom@simplot.com 

Singer Kittredge
Carl Rickis

crickis@singerkittredge.com

Super Bakery
Michael Luch

Michael.luch@superbakery.com

Tasty Brands 
Ed Kenna

 ekenna@tastybrandsk12.com

Tyson Foods
Matt Hess

Matt.hess2@tyson.com

Waypoint is now Acxion
Melissa DeCoffe

Melissa.decoffe@asmwaypoint.com

mailto:ekenna@tastybrandsk12.com
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S I L V E R  M E M B E R S
Albie’s
Apple & Eve Beverages
At Your Service Sales
Brookwood Farms
Bush Bros.
Butterball Turkey
CAMBRO
Country Pure Juice
CR Peterson
Field Stone McKee
Foster Farms
Garner Foods / Texas Pete
Global Food Solutions
Hadley Farms

Heartland School Solutions
HighLiner Foods
Hormel / Jennie-O
HPS
Integrated Food Service
JTM
MCI Foods
Old Neighborhood 
ProView
Red Gold 
Sabrett’s
Smuckers
Tabatchnik
Yang’s 5th Taste

Save the date!  
SNA’s Annual National Conference 

is coming to Boston!
July 14-16 2024

Shaping Tomorrow Together

SNACT will have fun opportunities
 for members!



November 21 & 22, 2024
Mystic Marriott

Special events planned!

-Join SNACT as we 
celebrate the past 

and 
picture an amazing future!

SNACT’s 2024 Conference & Show
Celebrating our 75th Year!

Registration will open in June


