FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Coventry, England (11 April 2019)

Dr Thérèse Coffey MP Confirmed to Speak at World Environment Day
Awards and Lectures
The custodians of the Chartered Environmentalist (CEnv) and Registered Environmental Technician
(REnvTech) registers, the Society for the Environment, is delighted to announce that Dr Thérèse
Coffey MP, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the Department for Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs (Defra), will speak at the Society’s Annual World Environment Day Awards and
Lectures on the 4th June.
In March the Society confirmed that the 2019 World Environment Day Awards and Lectures, hosted
by the iconic Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, will focus on the theme of “A Spotlight on Net Gain”. A
topical choice, with The Chancellor of the Exchequer Philip Hammond recently announcing
mandatory Biodiversity Net Gain as a requirement for developments, and the Government’s TwentyFive Year Environment Plan including a commitment to delivering a wider Environmental Net Gain.
Complementing this theme will be discussion of the connected topic of “Air Pollution”, chosen by UN
Environment as the global theme for World Environment Day.
Dr Coffey, whose remit at Defra includes air quality, the Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan,
and the natural environment – including biodiversity – will provide a fascinating insider’s perspective
into these recent policy developments. She joins a brilliant line-up of speakers on this topic,
including Nick Blyth CEnv, Policy and Engagement Lead at IEMA (Institute of Environmental
Management and Assessment) and Claire Wansbury CEnv, Associate Director of Ecology at Atkins. Dr
Coffey’s participation was exclusively first revealed to delegates of the Society’s recent ‘innovations’
webinar series.
Reacting to the announcement, Chair of the Society for the Environment and the Environmental
Policy Forum, Professor Will Pope HonFSE CEnv, said:
“As part of our environmental leadership, the Society is proud to champion World Environment Day,
and this will be the third year the Society has showcased this key global day with an expert led
event. The day is a platform to celebrate the work and dedication of registered environmental
professionals and their contribution to environmental good practice, which will contribute to a
celebration showcasing the achievements of individuals striving to protect and enhance the
environment on a daily basis.
Alongside the awards we hold a series of insightful lectures, providing expert insight into
environmental issues, good practice and case studies and I am particularly pleased as Environmental
Policy Forum Chair that with this year’s lectures are themed around the topic of Environmental and
Biodiversity Net Gain. It will also allow us to garner some great Ministerial insights from Dr Thérèse
Coffey MP into policy developments in Net Gain.”

The event will also see the presentation of the 2019 Environmental Professional of the Year Award –
recognising the outstanding work of CEnv and REnvTech registrants. You can find out more about
the Awards and how to submit a nomination via socenv.org.uk/SocEnvAwards19.
Both registrants and interested parties are encouraged to attend to celebrate the Society’s 15-year
anniversary, World Environment Day and the work of registered environmental professionals.
Registration is free for CEnv and REnvTech registrants. Make sure to register your attendance today
at socenv.org.uk/event/WED2019 before the 3rd June.

- ENDS -

CONTACTS:
Phil Underwood
Engagement Manager
Society for the Environment
t: 0345 337 2951
e: phil.underwood@socenv.org.uk

NOTES TO EDITOR:

About the Society for the Environment
The Society for the Environment (SocEnv) is comprised of 25 Licenced Bodies, with over 500,000 members
between them. It received a Royal Charter in 2004, which empowers it to regulate the Chartered
Environmentalist (CEnv) and Registered Environmental Technician (REnvTech) professional registrations
globally. There are now over 7,000 environmental professionals currently registered who share a common
vision of delivering sustainability through environmental professionalism. www.socenv.org.uk
About Professor Will Pope HonFSE CEnv, Chair of the Society for the Environment and Environmental
Policy Forum
Professor Will Pope was a member of the initial, ambitious group who formed the Society for the
Environment in 1999. Since then, he has held a number of key roles in the Society including Chair, Chair of
the Remuneration Committee and a member of the Honorary Fellows Panel and Audit and Risk Assurance
Committee. Will is also a current Vice President of the Institution of Environmental Sciences (IES).
Will has a wealth of experience, leadership and expertise gained from senior roles within industry, the
NHS and academia, including at chairman and chief executive level. He was CEO of the UK’s largest
integrated health, safety and environmental business for 10 years and has been one of the UK’s leaders in
managing and developing environmental technology companies over the last 35 years. In addition, he has
been a Council member and Chair of Licensed Body IES, IES Chair from 1999-2002 and was elected Vice
President in 2005.
The 25 Licensed Bodies of the Society for the Environment are:

Arboricultural Association (AA)
Chartered Association of Building Engineers (CABE)
Chartered Institute of Architectural Technologists (CIAT)
Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM)
Chartered Institute of Building (CIOB)
Chartered Institution of Wastes Management (CIWM)
Chartered Institution of Water and Environmental Management (CIWEM)
Energy Institute (EI)
Institute of Agricultural Management (IAgrM)
Institute of Chartered Foresters (ICF)
Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment (IEMA)
Institute of Fisheries Management (IFM)
Institute of Materials, Minerals & Mining (IOM3)
Institute of Water (IWater)
Institution of Agricultural Engineers (IAgrE)
Institution of Chemical Engineers (IChemE)
Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE)
Institution of Engineering Designers (IED)
Institution of Environmental Sciences (IES)
Institution of Mechanical Engineers (IMechE)
Nuclear Institute (NI)
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS)
Royal Society of Chemistry (RSC)
Society of Environmental Engineers (SEE)
Society of Operations Engineers (SOE)

