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Want to Add Pickleball to Your Courts?

by Mary Helen Sprecher

Mary Helen is the managing editor of Sports Destination Management. She has been a technical writer 
for more than 25 years with the American Sports Builders Association (ASBA), the national association 
of designers, builders and suppliers of materials for athletic facilities, and as such, has written for a variety 
of magazines in the sports and fitness industry. Sprecher has written on various topics relating to sports 
facility design, construction and supply, as well as sports medicine and health issues. 

Previously, she was a full-time newspaper reporter in Baltimore, Maryland and has been an instructor in 
the College of Graduate and Continuing Studies at Goucher College, where she taught meeting and event 
planning courses.

Start Here

Like many club pros, you’ve made the decision to bring pickleball on 
board.  You already know the days when pickleball players were 
happy to hit balls anywhere – whether the courts were marked cor-
rectly or not – are long gone  You need pickleball courts (and you’re 
still going to host tennis) and you want to keep everyone happy. 

The good news, say the builders, is that it’s totally possible.  Even bet-
ter news . . . Depending upon your needs and time frame, it can be 
done without committing to reconstruction.  This article will cover two 
different scenarios and will be published in two separate issues of 
TennisPro. 

Adding Lines to Exisitng Tennis Courts (without Reconsruction) 

It is essential to note up front that tennis rules state that only tennis 
lines may appear on tennis courts if the court is going to be used for 
sanctioned tennis play.  However, it’s possible to use blended pickle-
ball/tennis lines on some courts, and to keep others for sanctioned 
play, according to the club’s needs. 

Adding new lines to delineate pickleball court space on an existing 
tennis court is the first method of implementation.  

The two things you will need to source are as follows: 

• Pop-up nets appropriate for pickleball (fortunately, it’s a 
burgeoning market and you won’t have any trouble finding 
them) that can be folded away when not in use, and . . . 

• An experienced contractor who can help with the correct 
marking and placement of the lines, and who can additionally
advise you on other aspects of the facility, such as safe 
clearances around courts. 

“Adding lines is the most economical way to introduce pickleball to 
an existing tennis court,” says Greg Nichols, CTCB of Premier Surface 
Solutions Inc., Tallahassee, Florida.  “The benefit to this solution is the 
addition of pickleball without eliminating the ability to play tennis.  The 
cost is relatively low, and so is the time commitment, since the court 
can be striped and ready for pickleball play in one day.” 

First, figure out how many pickleball courts you want to create.  Meet 
with user groups representing both tennis and pickleball to determine 
the number of courts that are being used.  Ultimately, once courts are 
striped for different sports, you’ll have to create schedules for differ-
ent play. 

You already know that a tennis court is 36 by 78 feet (the space within 
the playing lines) and 60 by 120 feet (the playing area plus the area 
outside the lines).  A pickleball court, however, is smaller than a tennis 
court;  20 by 44 feet for the court size, with a total minimum playing 
area of 30 by 60 feet.  The playing lines are also different, as is the net. 

To fit pickleball onto existing tennis courts, multiple layouts may be 
used.  One, two or four pickleball courts are possible using a one court 
space.  

Want to maximize space?  The four pickleball court layout, with two 
courts on each side of the tennis net, is an excellent option.  (The pick-
leball courts are laid out lengthwise, with the baselines of each pick-
leball court parallel to the tennis net.)  And it’s a winning equation. 
Pickleball is played in both singles and doubles, which means one 
tennis court can accommodate a maximum of 16 players as opposed 
to the total of four players who can use one court in doubles tennis.

It is essential note that the four court layout causes significant overruns on either 
side of the tennis court.  It may be advantageous to choose a single court that is 
not part of a battery, in order to avoid any possible hazards caused to players on 
adjacent courts.  Your court contractor can help guide you in this regard. 

Like tennis, pickleball has both serious and recreational players.  The less serious 
players are generally more interested in socializing, and often will linger after 
games to talk and watch others play.  Keep in mind the previous note about how 
many players four pickleball courts can host and plan for a separate area where 
they won’t interfere with play.  

The type of player you have may also drive your choices as you work toward bring-
ing in pickleball.  For example, if you are interested in using one tennis court to host 
one pickleball court, it is possible to do so, but in addition to new playing lines, 
you’ll need to decide what to do about your net. 

“The existing tennis net is too high to meet pickleball regulations,” notes Nichols. 
“A tennis net needs to be 36 inches from the court surface at the center, and a 
pickleball net needs to be 34 inches.  This is not a critical issue for recreational 
play; however serious pickleball players will want to add a system to lower the net 
to the proper height which can be purchased and easily installed and removed.” 

Just as when implementing tennis court lines for youth play, pickleball lines added 
to a tennis court should clearly delineate the playing space but should be in a dif-
ferent color, so as not to cause confusion. Court contractors have used a variety 
of colors (avoiding the use of white, which is the standard color for tennis court 
lines).  

“As for line stripe colors, we have done blue, yellow, black, red, orange, and green,” 
says Matt Hale, CTCB, of Halecon, Inc., in Bridgewater, New Jersey.  “One issue 
we let each customer decide is which should be the dominant sport.  Most people 
still say tennis, so we stop the pickleball lines three inches away from the edge of 
the tennis lines, so they don’t intersect with them, although there are some cus-
tomers who prefer the pickleball lines go right up to the tennis lines.” 

In this sense, adding pickleball lines is similar to the practice of adding lines for 
36- and 60-foot courts that the USTA encourages for youth play.  

While many rec centers and even tennis clubs will use tape to delineate pickleball 
courts, Hale cautions against it.  

“This is a big mistake and can be costly.  Oftentimes on outdoor courts, people try 
to create D-I-Y pickleball courts by installing cheap tape that melts to the court 
surface in the sun.  The tape is then impossible to remove, so you’re stuck with the 
unsightly tape (it is never put down straight, either) until it’s time to resurface the 
court.” 

Because adding courts in any club can be a complex issue, it is advantageous to 
understand all aspects of the courts themselves.  The American Sports Builders 
Association offers a publication, Pickleball Courts: A Construction & Maintenance 
Manual, that can provide an excellent background on understanding the design, 
construction, appointment and use of pickleball courts.  It is available from the 
website, and was written with assistance from the USA Pickleball Association, the 
national governing body.  It can be ordered in either a hard copy or a pdf. 

(continued on Page 18) 

Note: This article will be continued in the next issue of TennisPro and will focus on 
permanent installation of pickleball facilities.

courtesy of Halecon, Inc., Bridgewater, NJ 
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What to Add Pickleball to Your Courts? Start Here


