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Presentation Overview

• Working with designers and design teams

• Designer Observations

• ASBA Certified Builders as inspectors

• Reasons for an asphalt inspection on sports facilities

• Types of inspections typically performed

• Gathering the data from the inspection

• Effective communication of the inspection



• Collaborative relationships work best

• Identify party's responsibilities and tasks

• Identify criteria for inspection and reporting

• Identify acceptable correction means and methods

• Identify responsible party for corrections

• Identify verification of corrections

Working with Designers & Design Teams 



• ENGINEER AND ARCHITECT OBSERVATIONS 
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IF YOU COULD GO AHEAD AND FLOOD THAT 
AGAIN

THAT’D BE GREAT.
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• Submittals for asphalt mix and aggregate to meet 
the design specifications reviewed by the 
engineer or architect and approved by the 
owner.

• Conformance surveys and verification of curb 
elevations (as builts) reviewed by the engineer or 
architect and approved by the owner.

• Some projects require string line and or 
conformance survey of the subgrade and stone 
base. This may be more common for a rolled 
goods type surface or high-level competition 
tracks.

DESIGNER QUALITY CONTROL PRIOR TO PAVING



• Smooth consistent sheen with specified aggregate 
size.

• Seams and edges flush and smooth

• No loose, uncompacted, or unconfined aggregate

• Clean saw cuts and patch back to existing asphalt 
where applicable

• Review site with the plans and confirm grades & 
grade breaks are per plan

• 10’ straight edge at designated intervals per the 
engineer’s specifications with tolerance of 1/4”.  
Some specifications or applications may require 
less deviation under the straight edge.

DESIGNER VISUAL OBSERVATIONS PRIOR TO FLOOD TEST



DESIGNER FLOOD TESTS



• Water 
flowing to 
drains or 
pervious 
surfaces per 
plans.

• Slot & Trench 
drains flush 
and 
performing 
properly.

DESIGNER FLOOD TESTS



• Engineer or architect 
provides field report for 
items to address or not 
exceptions taken

• Acceptance by the 
synthetic track surfacing 
manufacturer/installer 
that the asphalt surface 
meets the manufacturer 
requirements for 
installation of the track 
surface

DESIGNER FINAL ACCEPTANCE



• Certified Track Builders (CTB’s) have the right credentials to act as inspectors for 
facilities.

• Utilize the correct version of the ASBA Running Tracks – A Construction and 
Maintenance Manual.

• Utilize the correct version of the appropriate governing body’s rules book.

• Utilize other sources as appropriate for the inspection.

• Certified Track Builders (CTB’s) can certify fully completed tracks  per the ASBA 
Track Construction & Maintenance Manual Class 3 Verification, Class 4 
Verification & Class 5 Certificate of Accuracy. 

ASBA Certified Builders as Inspectors 



Certified Track Builder Inspections – Flood Test

• Flood with copious amounts of water and 
allow to drain until remaining water is 
stagnant. Typically 40 minutes depending on 
weather and temperature.

• Mark low areas holding equal to or exceeding 
¼” in depth.

• Mark high areas that become immediately 
apparent for testing with straightedge.

• Mark grade breaks for compliance 
verification.

• Observe curb to asphalt interfaces for 
potential drainage issues.

• Observe water flow to drainage inlets.



• Use a 10’ straight edge to check for 

variations exceeding ¼” in 10’. This 

includes high and low areas.

• Measure the variance using a measuring 

wedge, tape measure or other 

appropriately accurate measuring tool.

• Mark the area using marking paint, wax 

Crayola or other marking tool to clearly 

identify the extent and location of the 

concern area.

• Use photographs to document the 

measuring of the deficient area.

• A smart level can be helpful in 

determining slope of the asphalt section 

being tested.

Certified Track Builder Inspections – Straight Edge Test



Certified Track Builder Inspections – Straight Edge Test



Certified Track Builder Inspections – Straight Edge Test



The Inspection Report
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The Inspection Report
Key aspects to an effective inspection report:

• Use header to detail project specifics, day/time/weather conditions of the inspection, person performing 
the inspection and credentials, inspectors' involvement in the project, and other pertinent information.

• Detail what level of competition the facility will host – High School, Collegiate, NCAA, World Athletics, Etc.

• Detail governing body rules and ASBA Running Track Construction & Maintenance Manual.

• Provide a description of the inspection method including visual inspection, flood test, straight edge test, 
etc.

• Tell the story of the inspection in chronological order of progression. 

• Provide raw data produced during the inspection from each step of the inspection.

• Provide conclusions from the inspection in an unbiased and factual manner.

• Reference the governing body or ASBA rule, specification or recommendation used for the conclusion.

• Use pictures demonstrating the inspection technique and areas of concern.

• Use a track diagram or project plan page to detail areas of concern identified during inspection (only).



The Inspection Report
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The Inspection Report

Key concepts of an effective inspection report:

• Be professional and provide expert evaluation details

• Always provide a limitations paragraph on evaluation and report

• Provide detailed and unbiased facts in report

• Never provide personal opinions on cause of issues detailed in report

• Never provide repair methodology or repair recommendations in the report

• Never attempt to definitively quantify the measurements or extent of repair areas.

NEVER, NEVER, NEVER accept responsibility for work done by others! Many owners, designers, 
inspectors and others will attempt to place responsibility on the surface applicator to accept the 
asphalt, concrete and overall site as meeting all requirements. Unless you have built the facility 
turn-key, you should never accept responsibility for work done by others.



QUESTIONS
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