
Project Narrative :

The Visitor Education Hale is the final piece of the Manoa Heritage Center master plan . It will serve as a flexible

classroom for the thousands of visitors who come to MHC to experience for the ancient Hawaiian temple, Kuka'o'o

heiau and well as the endemic and indigenous collection of Hawaiian plans . It also provides for the MHC

administration as well as public restrooms . Please refer to the slides for the complete story about the research, design

and execution of the project including a strong emphasis on sustainable design & practices .

Manoa Heritage Center ðVisitor Education Hale
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Sustainability Narrative :

Manoa Heritage Center is the caretaker to one of Hawaii's most priced Hawaiian artifacts, Kuka'o'o heiau (temple) .

Kuka'o'o is an agricultural heiau that is believed to have been constructed during 10th century . Strategically placed in

the Waikiki ahupua'a (ancient Hawaiian land division from the mountains to the sea), Kuka'o'o heiau served as a

temple for both worship and to study the cosmos related to the Hawaiian lunar calendar which determined the wet &

dry seasons as well as the monthly planting & harvesting schedule . Today, Kuka'o'o heiau symbolizes the 600-800 years

of sustainable living for ancient Hawaiians prior to western contact and is why sustainability was a major priority for this

project . One of our major project goals was to create a Visitor Education Hale with a net zero carbon footprint and

provide an educational curriculum for the school children & adult visitors who come to visit MHC . If the ancient

Hawaiians maintained a fully sustainable way of life for hundreds of years, as stewards of our land today, the children

learn the importance of sustainability and caring for the aina (land) . Please refer to the sustainability slide which

expands on all the sustainable practices (both passive & active) implemented in our project and the great MHC

campus .



Manoa Heritage Center 

Visitor EducationHale

The campus of Manoa Heritage Center (MHC) sits at the base of the western slopes of Manoa Valley on the island of Oahu . For

the indigenous peoples, Manoa Valley was part of an ancient Hawaiian land division know as an ahupuaõaand where Hawaiians

lived a sustainable lifestyle . The uplands of the Waikiki ahupuaõaprovided much of the agricultural subsistence for this Hawaiian

community and why this ancient Hawaiian temple, Kukaoõoheiau was built on this very strategic cinder bluff . This completely

restored agricultural heiau sitson the Manoa Heritage Center campus and is revered as one of the great Hawaiian artifacts .
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Manoa Heritage Center 

Visitor Education Hale

The new Visitor Education Hale (VEH) is the final structure for the Manoa

Heritage Center campus master plan and provides a flexible auditorium

space for the MHC education curriculum, activities, lectures and

exhibits . The complex also provides an administrative office and menõs

& womenõstoilet rooms all connected by covered outdoor lanais .
Manoa Valley ðEarly 1800õs
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Kukaõoõoheiau

Visitor Education Hale
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