Texas Nurse Practitioners

PAC Voter Guide
2018 May Runoff Elections
In addition to providing political contributions to our nurse practitioner champions in the Texas Legislature, one of the
primary missions of the TNP PAC is to increase education and awareness of the political process among members of
the nurse practitioner profession. To that end, this year the TNP PAC has developed a 2018 May Runoff Voter Guide
to inform TNP Members about candidates’ positions on nursing and other campaign issues.
Voter Guide Methodology
The TNP PAC uses past voting records and our TNP PAC Candidate Questionnaire to make determinations about
its contributions and endorsements. On the TNP PAC Questionnaire, we ask questions reflecting TNP’s policy priority areas related to nurse practitioner practice and patient access to quality healthcare (see below). Candidates
receive an “A” rating if they respond to questions 1-5 affirmatively and indicate that they support either maintaining
or increasing funding for nursing education/workforce programs. For each question and policy priority area that
they do not support, the candidates receive a full letter grade deduction.
Please note: If a candidate did not receive a majority of votes in the March 2018 primary, the top two vote-getters
must participate in a runoff election, which is scheduled for Tuesday, May 22 (early voting is from May 14-18). This
questionnaire only includes candidates who will be on the ballot for their respective political party nomination
during the May 2018 runoffs.
Abbreviated PAC Questionnaire Overview
1. Would you support doing away with needless, duplicative regulation, and moving NPs directly under the supervision of the Texas Board of Nursing?
2. Would you support legislation to allow NPs to practice without requiring them to obtain a delegation agreement
from an MD or DO?
3. Would you support legislation recognizing the signature of NPs on the Work Status Report form, DWC-73?
4. Would you support legislation that would allow NPs delegated authority to prescribe Schedule II medications
for their patients?
5. Would you support continuing nursing education funding at current levels, increasing, or eliminating this funding?

House District 4
Republican Runoff
Stuart Spitzer, MD

Dr. Spitzer, who served, as a State Representative for
House District 4 from 2014-2016, is a native of Athens,
Texas and earned his undergraduate degree form Baylor
University and his medical degree from UT Southwestern.
Dr. Spitzer has been active in his community for several
years and now lives in Kaufman. According to his campaign
website, Dr. Spitzer believes big government is the enemy
of faith, family, and the general wellbeing of citizens of
the Lone Star State. When it comes to health care reform,
he thinks, “true reform gives patients control of their
health care and takes control away from insurance companies and government bureaucracies.” Dr. Spitzer is
the first physician candidate to indicate support for full
practice authority for nurse practitioners on the TNP
PAC questionnaire.
(For incumbents or prior legislators only)
• Voting Record: See his record on key votes here.
• Other Scorecards: See Rating from other associations and advocacy groups here.

Keith Bell

Keith Bell is president of the Forney ISD School Board,
and serves on the Board of the Baylor Scott and White
Medical Center – Sunnyvale. He is a graduate of Dallas
Baptist University. His top priorities include addressing
skyrocketing property taxes, protecting private property from forced annexation, and championing local public
schools so kids get the high-quality resources they need.
Mr. Bell is a business owner and knows first-hand the
issues small businesses face. He founded his electrical
contracting business in 1983 and has grown the company
to 225 employees. He also owns and operates a cattle
ranch and is a member of the Texas Farm Bureau. On the
TNP PAC questionnaire, Bell indicated that his daughter
is an RN, BSN.

House District 8
Republican Runoff
Cody Harris

Cody Harris is a business owner in the Palestine area, and
specializes in farm and ranch real estate, management,
and development. He is also a Deacon at the First Baptist
Church in Palestine. As a business owner, Mr. Harris
“knows first-hand the negative impact of overbearing
government regulations on rural communities and farmers.” As stated on his website, Mr. Harris will focus on
securing the border, improving public education, protecting farmers and ranchers and private property owner
rights, lowering property taxes, shrinking the size of
government, and fighting for pro-life and pro-family values. Mr. Harris is a member of the Texas Association of
Realtors, Texas Farm Bureau, and the Texas Agricultural
Lifetime Leadership Program, and a member of the National
Rifle Association.

Thomas McNutt

Thomas McNutt is Vice-President of Collin Street Bakery
and lives in Corsicana. He is also a Sunday school teacher
and former high school football coach. According to his
campaign website, Mr. McNutt is “a Christian conservative family businessman who believes that government
has simply grown out of control” and reducing the size
of government is one of his top concerns. When it comes
to supporting funding for the state nursing and APRN
shortage reduction fund in Texas, he supports increasing
funding levels if it can be done reasonably and responsibly. On the TNP PAC questionnaire, Mr. McNutt states
that his primary care provider in Corsicana is a nurse
practitioner and is “100% on y’all’s side,” referring to
nurse practitioners.

House District 13
Republican Runoff
Jill Wolfskill

Jill Wolfskill and her husband Joe have owned and
operated a business in the energy sector for over 35
years. This business is active across four states and is an
employer in the district. In addition to being a business
owner, Ms. Wolfskill has served as a crisis pregnancy
counselor in Washington County and was appointed to
the Austin County Emergency Communication Board.
According to her campaign website, her top priorities
include lowering taxes, border security, property rights,
and pro-life issues. On the TNP PAC questionnaire, Ms.
Wolfskill said she would support maintaining and potentially increasing funding for the nursing education
programs and believes Medicaid may save dollars when
using these providers. She also said she is “particularly
interested in rural and underserved communities in her
home district.”

Ben Leman

Ben Leman is co-founder and was former CEO of Merrimac Manufacturing, Inc. until 2012, at which point he
shifted his focus to running for civic office. He was elected
Grimes County Judge in 2014 and is now running for
state representative. According to his website, Mr. Leman
is most known in public office for being a “staunch
defender of private property rights and an advocate for
rural Texas” and he will fight illegal immigration, support the second amendment, and work aggressively to
lower property taxes. Mr. Leman is supported by the
Sheriffs of Texas PAC, Texas Alliance for Life, Texas Home
School Coalition Association, and the Texas Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association.

House District 37
Democratic Runoff
Rene Oliveira

State Representative Rene O. Oliveira is the incumbent
representative for HD 37, and serves as Chairman of the
Texas House Committee on Business and Industry and
as a member of the House State Affairs Committee and
the House Select Committee on Ports Innovation and
Infrastructure. The dean of the Rio Grande Valley legislative delegation, according to his campaign website
Rep. Oliveira “has long been an advocate for increasing
funding for public schools, increasing Hispanic university enrollment, job creation and job training, improving
water and wastewater projects for Texas colonias, and
ensuring clean beaches and park space for future generations.” On the TNP PAC questionnaire he noted: “…In
my medically underserved area, nurses are relied upon
more heavily than other parts of the state.” “NPs can
deliver quality health care affordably. Texans need and
deserve quality health care at affordable prices.”
(For incumbents or prior legislators only)
• Voting Record: See his record on key votes here.
• Other Scorecards: See Rating from other associations
and advocacy groups here.

Alex Dominguez

Alex Dominguez is an attorney and currently, the Cameron County Commissioner for Precinct 2, which serves
Brownsville, Rancho Viejo, Olmito, San Pedro, and Cameron
Park. Mr. Dominguez serves on the Brownsville MPO,
the Lower Rio Grande Development Council, the Animal
Shelter Committee, the county Audit Committee, and
the Brownsville EDC. In 2017, he was elevated from the
policy committee of the Conference of Urban Counties
to their board of directors where he is the Vice Chairman for Administration. He is also a board member of
CASA of Cameron and Willacy counties. The three main
issues he plans to address in office are education, jobs
and the economy, and transportation.

House District 45
Democratic Runoff
Rebecca Bell-Metereau

Rebecca Bell-Metereau has over 30 years of experience
as a professor of English and film at Texas State University, and has served on the City of San Marcos Planning
& Zoning Commission. Ms. Bell-Metereau is a former
Democratic candidate for the State Board of Education
and volunteer at the San Marcos Public Library. A “committed environmentalist,” she was integral to bringing
recycling and bike paths to San Marcos. On the TNP PAC
questionnaire, Ms. Bell-Metereau stated, “…it is crucial
that we recognize the skill and dedication of NPs in
Texas.” She also said that if elected, she will “seek to align
with State Rep. Stephanie Klick and State Rep. Donna
Howard [in] their efforts to expand access to health care
in Texas the next legislative session.”

Erin Zwiener

Erin Zweiner is a fifth-generation Texan born in Irving,
Texas and raised in a small community near Bee Cave.
She is currently a resident of Driftwood, and earned her
Bachelor of Science in Natural Resource Conservation
from the University of Montana and her Master’s degree
in Fine Arts with a focus on creative non-fiction. She is
an author and an educator. According to her website,
Ms. Zwiener will fight for the Texas values of inclusivity,
healthy communities, and common sense government.
She also supports Medicaid expansion to cover an additional 6 million Texans and drive down health care costs
for everyone.

House District 46
Democratic Runoff
Jose “Chito” Vela

“Chito” Vela is an immigration attorney, workers’ rights
advocate, and former City of Austin Planning Commissioner. He was formerly the board chair for the nonprofit
Workers Defense Project and is a partner at Walker
Gates Vela, PLLC. Mr. Vela has served as general counsel
for a former state representative and worked as an Assistant Attorney General for the Texas Attorney General.
According to his campaign website, his priority issues
include getting the state to expand Medicaid, raising
the minimum wage, criminal justice reform, and enacting
policies that will rebuild a broken economy. Placing
ethics at the top of this list as well, if elected Mr. Vela
pledges not to enter into any consultant contracts with
industries doing business with the state. On the TNP
PAC questionnaire, Mr. Vela noted that he is generally “in
agreement with giving NPs more autonomy and scope of
practice…”

Sheryl Cole

Sheryl Cole is an accountant and attorney by training and
former Mayor Pro-tem of the City of Austin. She was
the first African-American woman elected to the Austin
City Council, and has served on many community committees, including serving as one of the chairs on the
2004 AISD Bond Committee. She and her husband live
in the Whilshire Woods neighborhood in Austin and are
active members of the David Chapel Missionary Baptist
Church. Ms. Cole believes “the people of Texas would
be much better off if we had accepted the Medicaid
Expansion when it was first rolled out.” Some of Ms. Cole’s
key campaign issues include investing in education,
affordability of housing in HD 46, increasing funding for
healthcare, civil rights and liberties, reducing gun violence,
criminal justice reform, and opposing anti-immigration
policies.

House District 47
Democratic Runoff
Vikki Goodwin

Vikki Goodwin is a broker and owner of Goodwin &
Goodwin Real Estate, Inc. in Austin. She is a resident of
Southwest Austin and was formerly a Systems Analyst
with the Texas Attorney General’s Office. Ms. Goodwin
is a member of Impact Austin, Austin Board of Realtors, and
South Austin Neighborhood Association. In these roles
and volunteering for her community, she has served on
the Grant Review Committee for Impact Austin, co-chaired
the AISD Strategic Plan Task Force, and participated
in the Family Selection Committee for Austin Habitat.
Ms. Goodwin’s priority issues include improving public
education, healthcare and the Child Protective Services
system, human rights, local control, redistricting, and
transportation.

Elaina Fowler

Elaina Fowler formerly served as a chief of staff to a Texas
state representative, policy aide to an Austin Mayor
Pro-Tem, and on the Texas Commission for Children.
Ms. Fowler was also the state director of AFSCME Texas
Retirees. A female business owner and entrepreneur, she
currently owns and runs a business promoting environmental remediation. Ms. Fowler’s top campaign issues
include supporting public schools, protecting natural
resources, promoting the basic right to health care, and
standing up for the dignity of every Texan. She believes
that “nurse practitioners are an important component to
expanding access to quality care while reducing costs”
and would support increasing funding to address the
shortage of nurses and APRNs in Texas.

House District 54
Republican Runoff
Scott Cosper

Scott Cosper is the incumbent representative for House
District 54. He previously served as Mayor of Killeen
and has also served as a City Councilman. He currently
sits on the boards of Baylor Scott & White McLane
Children’s Hospital and Texas A&M Central Texas.
He has also served on many local and regional boards
that support transportation within the Killeen area.
Mr. Cosper is a custom homebuilder and residential
land developer, and member and former director of the
Central Texas Homebuilders Association. As part of his
campaign platform, Mr. Cosper promises to fight for a
secure Texas border, a strong Fort Hood, low taxes and
fiscal responsibility, new jobs by investing in education
and economic development, and a balanced state budget
that does not raise taxes.
(For incumbents and prior legislators only)
• Voting Record: See his record on key votes here.
• Other Scorecards: See Rating from other associations and advocacy groups here.

Dr. Brad Buckley

Dr. Brad Buckley is a graduate of Texas A&M University,
where he received his Bachelor of Veterinary Science,
and his Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine. He has served
on the Killeen Independent School District Board of
Trustees, as chairman of the Greater Killeen Chamber
of Commerce, as a board member of Peaceable Kingdom
Retreat for Children, and currently serves as co-chair
of the 14 Forward Economic Development Campaign
for the greater Fort Hood area. His top campaign issues
include supporting the military and Fort Hood, securing
the border, stewardship and fiscal responsibility, and
reducing government bureaucracy while also improving
government accountability. Raised by a family of educators, Dr. Buckley also strongly supports public education.

House District 62
Republican Runoff
Reggie Smith

Reggie Smith is the founder and owner of Reginald B.
Smith, Jr. PLLC, a general practice law firm which he
established in 2003. Mr. Smith is also a former two-term
chairman of the Grayson County Republican Party and
is currently the Northern Regional Director of the Texas
Republican County Chairman’s Association. He has been
recognized locally as the “Best in Texoma” in the field of
Family Law for the last three years, and has also served
on the ballot security team for the Texoma Patriots providing election law advice. According to his campaign
website, Mr. Smith is “no stranger…to the conservative
battlefield of fighting for less government, lower taxes,
Texas jobs, and secure borders.”

Brent Lawson

Brent Lawson is a former Republican Party precinct
chairman in Grayson County and an electrical engineer.
He has electronic designs flying on the Patriot Missile
and decades of engineering leadership and management
experience in the Defense and semiconductor industries.
According to his website, Brent is “committed to America’s founding principles of rule of law, limited government,
individual liberty, and the fundamental truth of unalienable rights through natural law.” Some of his top policy
priorities include lowering property taxes and protecting
property rights, reducing the size of government, protecting
second amendment rights, and preserving family values.

House District 64
Democratic Runoff
Mat Pruneda

Mat Pruneda is a financial analyst, activist, and father.
His priority campaign issues include the environment,
equality, jobs, and education. In particular, his campaign
website highlights the need to take action on poor water and air quality in Denton to protect children from
poisons that cause asthma, cancer, and other illnesses.
On the TNP PAC questionnaire Mr. Pruneda stated,
“expanding healthcare availability to all and ensuring
Texans receive the best care possible, affordably, is a
subject the Texas legislature must take strides toward
advancing.” “I look forward to helping achieve those end
goals in any way possible.”

Andrew Morris

A native of Yorkshire, England, Andrew Morris earned a
bachelor’s in history and master’s degrees in history and
professional and technical communications from the
University of North Texas in Denton. Mr. Morris has
worked in higher education and information technology
support and communication for technology firms. As the
son of a nurse practitioner who was a hospital director
for over 20 years, Morris has also experienced healthcare
issues first-hand. In his own words, “I understand the
dedication, sacrifice, and training required to be a nurse.
With a current nursing shortage, and with expected
shortfall in specialized caregivers, especially in the field
of geriatrics, now more than ever we must protect, promote and enhance opportunities for nurses.”

House District 109
Democratic Runoff
Deshaundra Lockhart-Jones

Deshaundra Lockhart-Jones is currently serving as a
council member on the DeSoto City Council, where she
has been an “ardent defender of residential housing and
auxiliary support.” Prior to this office, she worked as a
municipal employee in the district attorney’s office, before becoming an independent health and life insurance
agent. According to her campaign website, Ms. LockhartJones’ campaign issues include promoting quality housing
options and home ownership for women and families,
helping aging Texans with access to healthcare, and promoting an education system that prepares students for
the workforce and entrepreneurship.

Carl Sherman

Carl Sherman served two terms as Mayor of the City of
DeSoto and previously served as city council member
and mayor pro-tem, where he worked on issues related to
police and community relations, affordable housing, and
economic development. Currently he serves as a bi-vocational minister in his role as Senior Pastor at the Church
of Christ in Hutchins. Mr. Sherman’s priority issues
include reforming public school finance, promoting
smart growth, and delivering affordable, quality health
care options like Medicaid expansion.

House District 121
Republican Runoff
Matt Beebe

Matt Beebe is an Air Force veteran, where he served as
a Communications Officer and Cyber-Security Countermeasures Engineer, and is owner of a small business
co-founded with his wife that provides information
technology and cyber security services in San Antonio.
As a small business owner, Matt understands the impact
the economy and government can have on Texas families.
His top campaign platform issues are fiscal discipline,
jobs and the economy, ending illegal immigration, education, sanctity of life and marriage, combating casino
gambling and gaming, and right-sizing the role of government.

Steve Allison

Steve Allison is a business attorney who concentrates
his practice on large and small businesses, doctors, and
religious organizations. He was a member of the Alamo
Heights School Board for 12 years and served as President
of the board for 3 terms, and also served as Vice-Chairman on the board of VIA Metropolitan Transit. According
to his website, Mr. Allison is “…committed to property
tax relief, reforming the school finance system, promoting
job creation and is staunchly pro-life.” He is also dedicated to ensuring free market principles, the protection
of religious liberties, and less government regulations.

House District 133
Democratic Runoff
Sandra G. Moore

Sandra G. More has been a practicing psychotherapist since 1971 and has a Master’s degree in Psychology
from the University of Windsor in Canada, which is
her original home. Her Specialties include the treatment
of sexual abuse and Attention Deficit Disorder, and she
is a published author and speaks extensively on these
topics. Some of her top campaign issues include flood
prevention planning for the Houston area, improving
the quality standards for Texas public school education,
and investing in women’s health. In her interview with
Texas Decides, Ms. Moore also stated “the district needs
to take a stand and support Medicaid expansion, increase
money for public health education, and support money
for planned parenthood as well as teaching our children
pregnancy prevention...”

Marty Schexnayder

A lawyer by trade for the last 25 years, Mr. Schexnayder
earned his undergraduate and law degrees from the University of Texas at Austin. He is the managing partner
at his law firm, and a Houston native. His mother was
a public-school teacher in the Houston Independent
School District. According to his campaign website, Mr.
Schexnayder says he will advocate for restoring state
funding for our schools, increasing support for other
critical State services like infrastructure and flood control,
expanding Medicaid and improving access to healthcare,
and supporting laws that protect the equality of all,
regardless of race, citizenship status, sexual preference,
or gender. Mr. Schexnayder has been endorsed by the
Houston Chronicle.

Senate District 17
Democratic Runoff
Rita Lucido

Rita Lucido is a family law attorney of over 30 years,
served as a board member of the Texas Civil Rights
Project, and is a former board chair of Planned Parenthood Gulf Coast. As stated on her website, Ms. Lucido’s
top campaign issues include combating climate change,
reforming public school finance, investing in healthcare
and a healthy workforce, common-sense gun laws, and
addressing SD 17 infrastructure and planning needs
post-Harvey. She responded to the TNP PAC questionnaire by stating, “I appreciate the quality of care and
professionalism advanced practice nurses, like NPs,
bring to a health care business.” “I support your efforts.”
Ms. Lucido is endorsed by the Houston Chronicle.

Fran Watson

Fran Watson is a probate attorney, certified mediator,
and community advocate. Ms. Watson is a supporter of
a federal Medicare-for-all plan, and supports Medicaid
expansion in Texas. On the TNP PAC questionnaire, Ms.
Watson stated, “As someone who has navigated two
healthcare systems – one with insurance and one without
– I have come in contact with many NPs and appreciate
the care and treatment received.” Ms. Watson is endorsed
by the Houston Federation of Teachers, Harris County
Young Democrats, Houston Stonewall Young Democrats,
former Houston Mayor Annise Parker, and State Representative Dr. Alma Alan.

