With the continued spread of COVID-19 (coronavirus), IACME wanted to share some vital information from the National Vital Statistics
System as well as the Center for Disease Control (CDC).
The CDC offers a Cause of Death Mobile app can be downloaded through this link: https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/mobile-app.htm
The CDC also offers an online cause of death reporting course that can be accessed
here: https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/training/improving_cause_of_death_reporting/
Prevention of COVID-19 spread in community information is available for review: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/community/index.html

Guidance for Certifying COVID-19 Deaths
March 4, 2020
NCHS is receiving questions about how deaths involving the new coronavirus strain should be reported on
death certificates. We are working on formal guidance to certifiers to be published as soon as possible. In the meantime, to address
the immediate need, here is some basic information that can be shared in advance of the more formal and detailed guidance. It is
important to emphasize that Coronavirus Disease 2019 or COVID-19 should be reported on the death certificate for all decedents
where the disease caused or is assumed to have caused or contributed to death. Other terminology, e.g., SARS-CoV-2, can be used
as long as it is clear that it indicates the 2019 coronavirus strain, but we would prefer use of WHO’s standard terminology, e.g.,
COVID-19. Specification of the causal pathway leading to death in Part I of the certificate is also important. For example, in cases
when COVID-19 causes pneumonia and fatal respiratory distress, both pneumonia and respiratory distress should be included along
with COVID-19 in Part I. Certifiers should include as much detail as possible based on their knowledge of the case, medical
records, laboratory testing, etc. If the decedent had other chronic conditions such as COPD or asthma that may have also
contributed, these conditions can be reported in Part II. Here is an example:

CDC COVID-19 Postmortem Specimen Submissions
This interim guidance is based on what is currently known about COVID-19. The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) will update this interim guidance as needed and as additional information
becomes available.
The CDC is closely monitoring an outbreak of respiratory illness caused by a novel (new) coronavirus
(named SARS-CoV-2); this illness is now called coronavirus disease 2019 or COVID-19. This virus was first
identified in Wuhan, Hubei Province, China and it continues to spread. CDC is working across the
Department of Health and Human Services and other parts of the U.S. government in the public health
response to COVID-19.
Much is unknown about COVID-19. Current knowledge is largely based on what is known about similar
coronaviruses. Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses that are common in many different species of
animals, including camels, cattle, cats, and bats. Rarely, animal coronaviruses can infect people and then
spread between people such as with MERS-CoV, SARS-CoV, and now with SARS-CoV-2, the virus that
causes COVID-19. Most often, spread from a living person happens with close contact (i.e., within about
6 feet) via respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs or sneezes, similar to how
influenza and other respiratory pathogens spread. This route of transmission is not a concern when
handling human remains or performing postmortem procedures. Postmortem activities should be
conducted with a focus on avoiding aerosol generating procedures, and ensuring that if aerosol
generation is likely (e.g., when using an oscillating saw) that appropriate engineering controls and
personal protective equipment (PPE) are used. These precautions and the use of Standard Precautions
should ensure that appropriate work practices are used to prevent direct contact with infectious
material, percutaneous injury, and hazards related to moving heavy remains and handling embalming
chemicals.
This document provides specific guidance for the collection and submission of postmortem specimens
from deceased persons under investigation (PUI) for COVID-19. This document also provides
recommendations for biosafety and infection control practices during specimen collection and handling,
including during autopsy procedures. The guidance can be utilized by medical examiners, coroners,

pathologists, other workers involved in the postmortem care of deceased PUI, and local and state health
departments.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-postmortem-specimens.html

Additional resources can be found on the IACME website.
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