Israel

THE HOLY LAND REVEALED

April 17 – 25, 2020
Get ready for a trip of a lifetime to the Holy Land, the cradle of civilization and my
birthplace of Israel.
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My name is Amnon Zohar and it is an honour and a privilege for me to be your
Tiberias
study leader on this exciting trip. I was born in Israel even before Israel was born
and witnessed its modern history, soaked in its pioneering culture, and travelled
to every nook and cranny of this wonderful land. Together we will discover the
archaeological remains of the ancient land home to many of the most historically
Tel Aviv
important Christian, Judaic, and Islamic sites. Walk in the footsteps of Jesus on an
Amman
in-depth exploration of the sacred sites of Nazareth, the Galilee, and Jerusalem.
Jerusalem
Discover the City of David on the foothill of Temple Mount where Solomon built
the first Jewish temple and its only remaining Western Wall, the holiest of Jewish
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sites. Float in the Dead Sea, explore the ruins of Masada, and so much more. All
of this while witnessing the dynamic life of modern Israel recently dubbed the
Start-Up Nation for its thriving economy, dynamic lifestyle, and incredible innovations
in science and technology. We will explore the ultra-modern city of Tel Aviv with its unique architecture, art, and food.
On our journey we’ll meet Israeli people of multi-cultural and multi-ethnic backgrounds, Jews, and Arabs, native born or immigrants
famous for their friendliness and hospitality. Throughout the trip we will learn more about the sites, sounds, and people we meet in
our optional presentations.
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Jaffa old city, seaside view

Nasir al-Mulk Mosque, Shiraz

TOUR LEADER
Life Institute lecturer Amnon Zohar specializes in Middle East and Global Affairs.
A high-tech business entrepreneur and founder of internet and social media companies,
he was born and educated in Israel and is a graduate of the Israeli Academy for Computer
Sciences. He studied Political Science and International Relations at York University. After
spending forty years in Canada he returned to the University of Tel-Aviv, majoring in
International Relations, Islamic, Middle East and Global Security studies.
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Detailed Itinerary

Ruins of Masada fortress

Friday April 17: Meet in Tel-Aviv
Arrive this morning at Ben-Gurion Airport where our local
representative provides a transfer to our city-centre hotel. Set out
to explore some of the city’s sights on foot. Stroll the trendy Neve
Tzedek Quarter visiting the Nahalat Benyamin Arts & Crafts market
with a plethora of stalls. Visit Old Jaffa, a port city from the time of
King Solomon and now a charming, picturesque area. A stroll along
the boardwalk is a relaxing end to the day before our welcome
dinner this evening.
Overnight: Grand Beach Hotel, Tel Aviv
Meals: Welcome Dinner

Monday April 20: Tiberias to Jerusalem
We begin the day with a boat trip on the Sea of Galilee,
Israel’s largest freshwater lake and the place where Jesus is
said to have spent most of his ministry. Then set off to visit
Beit-Shean’s extraordinary Roman ruins. Extensively excavated,
the site gives a real sense of life in the Roman Empire with
colonnaded streets, bathhouses, and a 7000-seat theatre.
Nearby visit the Sde Eliyahu kibbutz to learn about kibbutz life.
This religious kibbutz, founded in 1939, is a pioneer of organic
farming in Israel. We arrive in Jerusalem at the end of the day
for a five-night stay in the city centre.
Overnight: Hotel Eyal, Jerusalem
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Saturday April 18: Transfer to Tiberias
This morning we drive to visit Caesarea to see the remnants of the
city and ancient port built by Herod the Great. Continue to Haifa
to visit the Bahai Temple with its splendid gardens; these formal
terraces flow down to the resplendent domed Shrine of the Báb
– the final resting place of the prophet-herald of the Baha’i faith.
Nearby is Daliyat el-Carmel, Israel’s largest Druze village with a
vibrant open air market. In Acre, visit the ruins of Crusader-era
structures and the Ottoman walled town built above them. The
end of the day brings us to the shores of the Sea of Galilee.
Overnight: Restal Hotel, Tiberias
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Tuesday April 21: Jerusalem
Perhaps no place in Israel is as evocative of 1st-century Roman
life as the UNESCO World Heritage site of Masada. We’ll tour the
site in detail including the elaborate palace which was finally used
as a refuge for religious rebels. Nearby, on the shores of the Dead
Sea, is the magical oasis of the Ein Gedi Nature Reserve nestled in
two dramatic canyons plunging from the arid moonscape of the
Judean Desert into the sea. Yet another spectacularly scenic stop
today is on the shores of the Dead Sea, the lowest place on earth
at 431m below sea level.
Overnight: Hotel Eyal, Jerusalem
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Sunday April 19: Tiberias
Explore the historical area, starting at Sepphoris, perched on a
hill with panoramic views of Lower Galilee. Excavations here have
revealed magnificent ruins including a Roman Theatre, Herod’s
Palace, and fantastic floor mosaics. The capital of Galilee during
the time of Jesus, it later became a centre of Jewish learning. Visit
Nazareth, Israel’s largest Arab city. Dominating the Old City’s skyline
is the modern Basilica of the Annunciation, believed to stand on the
site of Mary’s home. At Capernaum visit the ancient synagogue of
the Second Temple period and the house of St. Peter.
Overnight: Restal Hotel, Tiberias
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Wednesday April 22: Jerusalem
Spend the day exploring the Old City of Jerusalem and its
Christian, Jewish, and Islamic heritage. Start at the Mount of
Olives for breathtaking views of the Temple Mount, the Old City,
and the city walls. Pass the Jaffa Gate and walk the lively narrow
alleys of the Old City sacred to Jews, Muslims, and Christians. Visit
the Western Wall which supports the outer portion of the Temple
Mount and explore its underground tunnels. See the Dome of the
Rock (outside only), walk through the Stations of the Cross to the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, and stroll the colourful bazaars.
Overnight: Hotel Eyal, Jerusalem
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Beit-Shean
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Thursday April 23: Jerusalem
Our day begins in the Israel Museum, an outstanding example
of modern Israeli architecture housing world-class institutions
to see the Shrine of the Book containing the Dead Sea Scrolls.
Visit Yad Vashem, the memorial of the Holocaust. See the famous
Menorah located in front of the Knesset Building and tour the
inside of Israel’s Parliament. End the day at the Mahane Yehuda
Market to admire the wheels of halva, huge olives, and all kinds
of local delicacies.
Overnight: Hotel Eyal, Jerusalem
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Shrine of the Book

Friday April 24: Jerusalem
The City of David is one of Jerusalem’s most active archaeological
sites. This is the oldest part of Jerusalem and was a settlement
during the Canaanite period. David is said to have captured the city
and to have brought the Ark of the Covenant here 3000 years ago.
The Davidson Centre holds artifacts from the Second Temple to the
Early Islamic periods and excellent virtual displays. The afternoon is
at leisure to explore independently. Meet this evening to celebrate
Shabbat as guests of an orthodox family.
Overnight: Hotel Eyal, Jerusalem
Meals: Breakfast, Shabbat Dinner

Note: The itinerary and accommodation is subject to change. Weather
changes, logistical arrangements, or local events may require changes
in the published itinerary.

Mahane Yehuda
Market

Hummus and pita
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Saturday April 25: Depart Tel-Aviv
This morning, transfer to Tel-Aviv Airport for departure flights.
Meals: Breakfast
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Jerusalem

TOUR DETAILS
Tour Cost (per person): C$3595
Based on a minimum of 20 participants.
Single Supplement: C$945 (please note single rooms are limited)
We would be happy to try to match you with a suitable roommate. If we are unable to, the single supplement will apply.
This will be collected at 90 days prior to departure.
What’s Included:
• One group arrival transfer on tour start date and one group
departure transfer on tour end date
• Accommodations based on double occupancy in listed hotels
or similar
• Meals as listed in the itinerary; breakfast daily, six dinners,
two lunches
• Ground transportation as listed
• Excursions as listed with experienced English-speaking local
guides
• All activities
• Entrance fees to sites visited with the group
• Presentations by Amnon Zohar
• Gratuities for hotels, restaurants, porters, local guides
• Taxes
• Fully escorted by Amnon Zohar and our Worldwide Quest
Tour Director
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Not Included:
• Roundtrip international airfare from your home to Tel Aviv
• Airport and departure taxes
• Airport transfers if arriving or departing separately from
group itinerary
• Meals other than those included in the itinerary
• Beverages with meals
• Items of a personal nature (ie laundry, drinks, phone calls,
etc.)
• Travel insurance
• Visa fees (Note: Visa not required for Canadian passport
holders – must submit passport details in advance)
• Additional transport due to any emergency situation
• Any item not mentioned in “what’s included” above
Payment Details:
A non-refundable deposit of C$500 per person is required to
reserve a place on this tour. A second non-refundable deposit
of C$1000 per person is required six months prior to departure.
Final payment is due 90 days prior to departure. Should the trip
not proceed due to insufficient enrollment, your deposit will be
fully refunded.
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WHAT TO EXPECT

ADDITIONAL INFO

Joining Instructions
This tour begins with a single complimentary group transfer from
the airport to the hotel on April 17th; contact us to verify timing of
this group transfer prior to making any flight arrangements. Group
activities begin at 1PM on April 17th. Please ensure that you arrive
at the group hotel by 1PM on April 17th. Please enquire about
special rates at our group hotel in Tel Aviv if you would like to arrive
a day or two in advance of the tour. The tour concludes with a
single complimentary group transfer from the hotel to the airport
on April 25th; contact us to verify timing of this transfer prior to
making any flight arrangements.

Terms and Conditions
For additional information about our terms and conditions,
please refer to your booking form, the current brochure or
our website. All participants booking with Worldwide Quest
are covered by the terms of the Ontario Travel Industry Act
(Worldwide Quest International, Ontario - License # 2667946).

Level of Activity: Moderate
A good level of fitness is important for this trip. You must be
comfortable walking on uneven terrain and irregular paving for
at least two hours at a stretch. Should you have any questions
about your ability to joint this tour, please contact us.

Travel Insurance
Please note that all payments are non-refundable. Medical
insurance including emergency medical evacuation coverage
is mandatory.

Cancellation Policy
All payments are non-refundable. The tour price is quoted as a
package. No partial refunds or credits will be given for services
not used.

HOW TO BOOK

Accommodation
Hotels have been selected for comfort and ease of exploration
in the heart of the city. Please note that hotel rooms in Israel
may be smaller than North American hotels. All rooms have
private bathrooms.

For any questions and to reserve your spot,
please contact Worldwide Quest at:
travel@worldwidequest.com
1-800-387-1483

Transportation
We will be travelling in a comfortable air-conditioned vehicle
driven by a professional driver.

TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS BY:

Weather
We expect a sunny skies with average daytime temperatures
between 20°C and 25°C and overnight lows of about 15°C.
Travel Documents
A passport is required for this trip. Please ensure it is valid for
at least 6 months beyond your scheduled return home.
Travel advice
Before booking, please refer to the Canadian government website
to obtain travel advice for the destination(s) you are visiting:
www.travel.gc.ca

TICO#: 2667946
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