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Welcome to the 2021 TICUA Hall of Fame!

Tennessee Independent Colleges and Universities 
Association is excited and honored to present to you 
the 2021 class of the TICUA Hall of Fame. Inside you 
will see the diverse and incredibly impressive citizens 
that our institutions have helped to mold.

Tennessee’s Independent Colleges and Universities 
have been home to some of our state’s most 
distinguished and impressive residents—from Nobel 
laureates, Grammy-winning artists, and Pulitzer 
Prize winners to faith leaders, entrepreneurs, and 
government leaders. 

The TICUA Hall of Fame recognizes these 
distinguished alumni, their indelible contributions to 
our state and country, and the institutions who helped 
shape them.

We hope you will enjoy learning about our member 
institutions’ inductees as much as we have.

Warmest regards,

Claude Pressnell 
President of TICUA
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Inductee
DR. C.T. 
VIVIAN
b. 1924 – d. 2020

American Baptist College 
B.A., Bible | 1960 
Bachelor of Theology | 1961

Civil Rights Leader
Presidential Medal of  
Freedom Recipient
Gifted Orator 

Dr. Cordy Tindell (C. T.) Vivian—a recognized civil 
rights hero, a field general of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. in the nonviolent resistance movement, a gifted 
orator, and a courageous advocate for social justice—
embodied the mission and values of American Baptist 
College (ABC) throughout his life’s work. 

As a student at American Baptist in the early 1960s, 
he served as a leader in student activism for racial 
justice including conducting the famous sit-ins 
and subsequent integration of lunch counters in 
downtown Nashville. On campus, the legendary 
James Lawson trained Dr. Vivian and classmates 
John Lewis, James Bevel, and Bernard Lafayette in 
nonviolent resistance. 

Working with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and his 
classmates from ABC, they led boycotts and marches 
across the South. Dr. Vivian was arrested, jailed, 
and beaten many times but remained a disciplined 
advocate of nonviolence. In Selma, AL, while leading 
a group of demonstrators protesting voting rights 
violations, video captured the pivotal moment when 
he encountered Sheriff Jim Clark and was struck in 
the face. Bleeding, yet unbowed, he rose to repeat his 
stance.

He served as the National Director of Affiliates for the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference directing 
protest activities and training in nonviolence as well 
as coordinating voter registration and community 
development projects. He served on Dr. King’s 
executive staff for several years. 

“And even as nonviolence forced us 
to risk our lives for the changes we 
desired, that risk itself made our 
lives more worth living.” 

– Dr. C.T. Vivian

Their tireless work led to passage of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 
1965.

Dr. Vivian was a recipient of the nation’s 
highest civilian honor, the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom, presented by President Barack Obama 
in 2013. The award noted that Dr. Vivian was 
a “stalwart activist on the march toward racial 
equality,” on Freedom rides, and behind bars 
in a prison cell. “He was unafraid to take bold 
action in the face of fierce resistance.”

Dr. Vivian went on to create the youth program 
which became Upward Bound, a national 
program run through the U.S. Department of 
Education that supports high school students 
from low-income families and first generation 
college students. Upward Bound offers support 
to help those students graduate from high 
school and pursue college educations.

Dr. Vivian’s new, highly-acclaimed posthumous 
memoir, It’s in the Action: Memories of 
a Nonviolent Warrior, was published by 
NewSouth Books in March 2021, with co-author 
Steve Fiffer. Vivian also authored Black Power 
and the American Myth, Fortress Press, 1970, 
which became an Ebony Book Club selection; it 
was reissued in 2021.

Dr. Vivian was married to Octavia Geans 
for 59 years. He had seven children, nine 
grandchildren, 10 great-grandchildren, 28 
great-great-grandchildren, and two great-great-
great-grandchildren.
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Inductee
STEVE BACHUS
Aquinas College 
Aquinas Junior College | 1980

Middle Tennessee State University 
B.S., Accounting | 1982

Man of Faith
Accomplished Accountant
Dedicated Community Servant

The patron of Aquinas College, Saint Thomas 
Aquinas, wrote: “It is better to illuminate than 
merely to shine.” This wise observation captures 
the commitment to faith and to education 
exemplified by Aquinas College alumnus Steve 
Bachus.

Bachus attended Aquinas College, then known 
as Aquinas Junior College, on a basketball 
scholarship. Bachus played two seasons for the 
Cavaliers and graduated with honors in 1980. He 
studied accounting at Aquinas and completed 
his baccalaureate degree in accounting at Middle 
Tennessee State University two years later. 
Bachus’ memories of Aquinas include “studying in 
a van full of basketball players on the way home 
from away games,” a dedication to achievement 
that would mark his professional career.

Immediately following completion of his 
baccalaureate degree, Bachus began working 
for Vanderbilt University in different positions 
related to university finance, beginning in the 
Accounting/Finance Office. Bachus was soon 
able to achieve his Certified Public Accountant 
designation, which served him well in his next 
position in the Treasurer’s Office/Office of 
Investments. In his final position as Managing 

Director, Investment Administration, he was 
responsible for all of the accounting and reporting 
of the University’s investment portfolio, valued at 
just over $4.5 billion the year he retired. Bachus 
spent his entire professional career at Vanderbilt 
University, offering over 33 years of service to one 
of the leading research and educational institutions 
in the nation.

Bachus’ commitment to education complements his 
dedication to his Catholic faith. The Bachus family 
is one of the founding families of St. Matthew 
Parish in west Nashville. Very humble beginnings 
marked the first fourteen years of the parish, 
meeting in borrowed spaces until enough money 
was raised to complete a permanent meeting 
structure on its current campus.

St. Matthew’s beautiful church was completed and 
dedicated in October 1992, and just a few years 
later, the parish was identified to be the home 
of the newest Catholic elementary school in the 
Diocese of Nashville. Bachus was invited to join the 
Finance Committee of St. Matthew’s. The building 
of the school, which was done in two phases, was 
difficult, but with sound financial management, St. 
Matthew’s School was finally completed in 2008.

The pre-K – 8th grade school is recognized as a 
national Blue Ribbon School and continues to be 
the principal ministry of St. Matthew’s parish. 
Bachus’ work in Catholic education extends to his 
alma mater, as he is the first lay alumnus to serve 
on Aquinas College’s Board of Directors. Bachus’ 
leadership and insights as the chair of the Board’s 
Finance Committee have provided a stabilizing 
influence during unpredictable financial times. 
Bachus, and his wife, Jill, also established an 
endowed scholarship at Aquinas in honor of his 
parents, Janet and Bill Bachus, to ensure that 
students from all financial backgrounds can attend 
Aquinas College. Bachus’ gracious dedication to 
non-profit organizations also extends into the 
community, where he served on the Board of Trust 
of Catholic Charities of Tennessee.

Bachus married his “high school sweetheart,” Jill, 
almost 40 years ago, and they have two daughters— 
both nurses—and one grandson. When not traveling 
to visit his family, Bachus enjoys his time on the golf 
course. Aquinas College is proud of Bachus’ tireless, 
and often behind-the-scenes, work in financial 
guidance, which has provided an illuminative source 
allowing countless others to shine.
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Inductee
DENESE SHUMAKER
Baptist Health Sciences University 
R.N. | 1960

University of Memphis B.S., M.Ed 
Union University B.S.N.  
University of Tennessee M.S.N.

Experienced Nurse and 
Hospital Administrator
Award-Winning Leader in 
Nursing Education
Community Mentor 

Denese Shumaker exemplifies the mission of Baptist University and the 
nursing profession through her many contributions as an educator, a 
practitioner, community leader, and mentor to countless nursing students and 
colleagues. 

Shumaker greatly contributed to the history of nursing education within 
the Baptist Memorial Health Care Corporation. After receiving her 

diploma from the Baptist School of Nursing, now Baptist Health 
Sciences University, she embarked on a career with Baptist 

lasting 46 years. During those years, she served as a staff 
nurse, instructor at the Baptist Memorial Hospital-Medi-

cal Center, chairman of Maternal/Child Health Nursing, 
assistant director of the Hope Health Center, and the 

executive director of Administrative Services at 
Baptist Health Sciences University.

Throughout her career, Shumaker continued 
to promote the profession of nursing. 

She served with a dedicated team who 
led the transition of Baptist School 

of Nursing and various allied 
health certificate programs to a 

collegiate level of education 
with the formation of 

Baptist College of 
Health Sciences. She 

also coordinated 

the opening of the Hope Health Center, a 
primary health care clinic for the homeless 
in Memphis. The clinic operated for eight 
years and in 2005, Baptist partnered 
with Christ Community Health Services 
to transition the stand-alone clinic to the 
Baptist Operation Outreach mobile clinic for 
the homeless.

Recognized for her many outstanding 
contributions to the community, Shumaker 
has received numerous awards throughout 
the years. These awards include the Greater 
Memphis Interagency Coalition for the 
Homeless Hope Outstanding Civic Support 
and Involvement Award (1999), Memphis 
Business Journal Health Care Heroes Award 
(2000), Outstanding Individual Service 
Award (2001), and Tennessee Hospital 
Association’s Nurse Distinction Award 
(2002).

“I had no idea of the wonderful and 
unique opportunities in my future. 

All I can say is, ‘look what God hath 
wrought’ and thank Him for the 

opportunities I had to serve patients, 
students, and co-workers.” 

– Denese Shumaker
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Inductee
HARRY 
ALLEN

Belmont University 
B.A., Business Administration | 2004 

M.B.A. | 2010

Co-Founder of Studio Bank
Servant Leader

Community Volunteer

Harry Allen represents Belmont’s values of 
Integrity, Inquiry, Collaboration, Service and 
Humility. Few people can match the range of 
organizations to which Allen has dedicated his 
time and talents. From the Center for Nonprofit 
Management, to the Rotary Club of Nashville, and 
the Nashville Public Education Foundation, Allen 
embodies the values of a servant leader.

Allen is a widely recognized and sought-after 
leader within the business and non-profit 
communities. He co-founded Studio Bank in 
2018, the first new, locally-headquartered bank 
in Nashville since 2008, growing it to over 60 
employees with total assets over $400 million. 

A native of Nashville, Mr. Allen is active in 
the Nashville community serving on the 
board of directors for the Center for Nonprofit 
Management, the Nashville Public Education 
Foundation, and as a Trustee and Chair of the 
Endowment Committee of Belmont University.

While studying international management at 
Belmont, Allen earned the “Outstanding Student 
of the Year” distinction for both his undergraduate 
and graduate degrees for leadership and grade 
point average. In 2018, Allen was inducted into 
the Public Schools Hall of Fame by the Nashville 
Public Education Foundation and awarded the 
Distinguished Graduate Award by Belmont 
University’s Massey Graduate School of Business.

Allen has previously served on the boards of 
Fifty Forward (Board Secretary), the R.H. Boyd 
Leadership Giving Society of the United Way of 
Metropolitan Nashville, and was founding Board 
Chair of Purpose Preparatory Academy Charter 
School. In addition to board service, Allen was a 
Mayoral Appointee to the Metro Nashville Hospital 
Authority and served as chair of Personnel 
Committee, served as co-chair of the Mayor’s 
Office Children Champion’s Committee for pre-K 
funding, a member of the Nashville Literacy 
Collaborative of the Public Education Foundation, 
and as co-chair of the Nashville Chamber of 
Commerce’s Education Report Card Committee.

He is also the Immediate Past-President of the 
Rotary Club of Nashville, the world’s third-largest 
Rotary Club, and a graduate of the 2019 
Leadership Nashville Class. He has been listed by 
the Nashville Business Journal as a 2014 Nashville 
Top 40 Under 40 honoree, 2018, 2019 and 2020 
Power Leader in Finance, and 2019 & 2020 
Nashville Power 100. In 2019 and 2020, he was 
featured as a Top 100 Entrepreneur by Belmont 
University. 

He and his wife, Chandra, have three children and 
live in Brentwood, Tennessee.
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Inductee
DR. KEN HANNA
Bryan College 
B.A. | 1957

Dallas Theological Seminary 
Th.M. | 1961 
Th.D. | 1964

Fifth President of Bryan College
Youth Mentor
Leader in Higher Education 

Dr. Ken Hanna's career as a scholar, leader, and 
servant of Christ portrays the mission of Bryan 
College to “educate students to become servants 
of Christ who will make a difference in today's 
world.” Throughout his career as a scholar of the 
Bible, he sought to teach men and women how to 
engage scripture and explore God's purpose for 
their life. 

After graduating from Bryan College, Dr. Hanna 
taught at six institutions. He served as president 
of Winnipeg Bible College and Theological 
Seminary (now Providence) and as the fifth 
President of Bryan College from 1986-1993. 
He went on to serve as Bryan College's first 
Chancellor from 1993-1997. Dr. Hanna served 

as vice-president and dean of education 
at Moody Bible Institute 

and was a regular 

teacher on several online programs such as Radio 
School of the Bible and Bryan Life. 

In his career that spanned more than 50 
years, Dr. Hanna led with integrity and wise 
determination. He mentored and served 
countless young, emerging leaders, many of 
whom have moved into executive leadership 
in Christian higher education. Dr. Hanna's 
desire to follow Christ in all things, his servant 
heart toward others, and his ever-present smile 
embody what it means to be a graduate of Bryan 
College. 

His service and leadership included many board 
chairmanships and presidencies, including the 
Association of Canadian Bible Colleges, the 
Evangelical Theological Society of Canada, and 
the Evangelical Pastors’ Fellowship.
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Inductee
TED RUSSELL

Carson-Newman University 
B.S., Accounting | 1962

Successful Entrepreneur
Generous Philanthropist

Supporter of Christian Higher Education

When Ted Russell is asked about his success, he 
will tell you “how good God has been to us.“ Today, 
Russell is a retired, successful business owner 
turned philanthropist where his focus and mission 
is to financially support charitable, educational, 
and religious purposes through his organization, 
East Tennessee Foundation. Mr. Russell represents 
the highest of Christian values and showcases 
his Carson-Newman education and Christ-cen-
tered mission with excellence through his gifts of 
time, leadership, encouragement, and financial 
contributions. 

After graduating from Carson-Newman in 
1962, the Morristown native went on to build an 
automotive empire in East Tennessee. Russell used 

his business success to give back to his alma mater 
and his community. 

His leadership at Carson-Newman provides an 
inspirational example for students. In 2009, Ted 
Russell Hall, the academic home for the School of 
Business opened for classes. In 2015, the Drama 
Russell Nursing Clinical Simulation Lab opened 
giving nursing students a state-of-the-art learning 
experience. 

On July 9, 2021, Carson-Newman University broke 
ground on the Drama and Ted Russell Center, 
which will house the school’s nursing department. 
Mr. Russell’s gift enables the construction of a 
new high-tech center for educational innovation in 
health sciences and will elevate Carson-Newman’s 
already-stellar nursing education. The building is 
slated for completion in 2023.

“Generations of students will 
continue to be shaped through  

Carson-Newman’s Christ-centered mission 
in no small part due to Mr. Russell’s leadership. 

His involvement helps us produce graduates who are 
compassionate, convictional, and highly competent in their 

disciplines so they too can be difference-makers in their 
families, communities, churches, and the marketplace.” 

– Charles A. Fowler, President, Carson-Newman University
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Inductee
JOE BIRCH

Christian Brothers University 
B.A., English | 1978

Emmy Award-Winning News Anchor
Member of the Tennessee Journalism Hall of Fame

Top Fundraiser for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital 

Joe Birch is an Emmy Award-winning news 
anchor for WMC Action News 5 in Memphis, 
Tennessee—the first television station in the state. 
He began his career there as an intern while a 
student at Christian Brothers College in 1978. 
He accepted a full-time job offer on the day he 
graduated and became the station’s news anchor 
in 1983. Birch embodies the Lasallian mission 
of Christian Brothers University—to respect the 
dignity of all persons and to respond to their needs 
through programs of service, advocacy, and social 
justice—in his selfless devotion to helping others. 
CBU calls upon its students to “Enter to Learn, 
Leave to Serve.” Birch has made this call to service 
a personal passion. Birch is an accomplished 
journalist, a member of the Tennessee Journalism 
Hall of Fame, and the Silver Circle of the National 
Academy of Television Arts and Sciences in 2009. 
He marked his 40th year of service to WMC and 
the viewers of West Tennessee in 2018.

He credits his professors at CBU for much of 
his professional success. Birch traveled across 
America and around the world for WMC including 

an assignment to China and to Italy in 1992 to 
prepare a documentary on an exhibition from 
the Vatican Museums as part of the Wonders: 
Memphis International Cultural Series. During 
that assignment, he met Pope John Paul II and 
recorded the exchange for broadcast on WMC 
Action News 5. Joe told the Holy Father, “The 
people of Memphis send you their warmest 
greetings.” The Pontiff responded in his Polish 
accent, “God bless Tennessee.” Birch later spent 
25 days in Atlanta, covering Memphians and 
Mid-Southerners attending the 1996 Centennial 
Olympic Games. Perhaps equally as impressive 
to his professional accomplishments is his 
commitment to the Memphis Community. Birch 
has volunteered for Meals on Wheels for the 
Metropolitan Inter-Faith Association once a week 
for more than 20 years, delivering hot, nutritious 
lunches to seniors at their homes. He is also the 
co-founder and longtime director of the Orion 
5K Run-Walk for St. Patrick Community 
Outreach, a nonprofit agency 
affiliated with St. 
Patrick 

Catholic Church that serves children and 
families in 38126, the most impoverished 
zip code in Memphis. He has participated 
in the Memphis Marathon, a fundraising 
event for St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital since its inception in 2002. He 
has been recognized by the hospital as 
one of its top fundraisers, raising more 
than $100,000 for children. He has 
received numerous awards and accolades 
for his service to the community. Birch 
has been married to Robyn Davis Birch, 
whom he met while both were students 
at CBU, since 1983. The couple have two 
sons, Joseph III and Matthew, 
who are also CBU 
graduates.
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Inductee
HOWELL EDMUNDS 
JACKSON

Cumberland University 
J.D. | 1856

United States Supreme Court Associate Justice
United States Senator
“Master of the Legislative Process” 

Howell E. Jackson exemplified the meaning of 
Cumberland University’s vision statement “to 
lead an impactful life” throughout his decades of 
service to our state and country. He served as a 
representative in the Tennessee House, United 
States Senator, Sixth Circuit Court, Sixth Circuit 
Court of Appeals, and as a United States Supreme 
Court Associate Justice.

Jackson was born the son of a physician in 1832 
in Paris, Tennessee. He and his family moved to 
Jackson, Tennessee, in 1840. He graduated from 
West Tennessee College in 1849 and attended the 
University of Virginia from 1851 to 1852. Jackson 
earned his law degree from the Cumberland Law 
School in 1856 and established his practice in 
Jackson and then later in Memphis.

Jackson won election in 1880 to the state 

legislature. A year later, when an evenly divided 
legislature became deadlocked on the selection of a 
U.S. Senator, Jackson was chosen as a compromise 
candidate by a bipartisan coalition of Democrats 
and Republicans.

In Washington, Senator Jackson quickly earned a 
reputation as one of the hardest working members 
of that chamber. He served on the Senate Judiciary 
Committee and was known as a master of the 
legislative process. During his tenure in the 
Senate, he supported such issues as the creation of 
the Interstate Commerce Commission, civil service 
reforms, campaigns to increase presidential power 
over federal appointments, and to secure federal 
aid to state education. He also became friends with 
two future presidents: Democrat Grover Cleveland 
and Republican Benjamin Harrison, both of whom 
would play important roles later in his career.

b. 1832 – d. 1895

In 1886, President Grover Cleveland appointed 
Jackson as a federal judge of the Sixth Circuit and 
in 1891 he became the first presiding judge of the 
new Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, where he served with distinction. One of his 
major court decisions during this time upheld the 
authority of federal agents to enforce civil rights 
law.

When a vacancy occurred on the U.S. Supreme 
Court in 1893, then outgoing President Benjamin 
Harrison, certain that the incoming Democratic 
Senate would not confirm a Republican, appointed 
Jackson. This was the first time since 1861, that 
a President from one party appointed a Supreme 
Court Justice from a different party.

Formally sworn in on March 4, 1893, Associate 
Justice Jackson was stricken with tuberculosis 
shortly after the Courts’ first term. Struggling 
with his illness, Jackson summoned the strength 
to return one last time in May 1895, to hear an 
important case on the constitutionality of the 
federal income tax. The final decision in the case 
was a 5 -4 vote finding the tax unconstitution-
al with Jackson in the minority. Three months 
after delivering his dissent, Jackson died at his 
home near Nashville on August 8, 1895. The 
decision would be overturned by a constitutional 
amendment in 1913.

During his short two years on the Supreme Court, 
he wrote 46 opinions and 4 dissents.
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Inductee
NIKKI 

GIOVANNI

Fisk University 
B.A., History | 1967 

University of Pennsylvania 
Columbia University 

American Poet
Award-Winning Author

Civil Rights Activist 

Yolande Cornelia “Nikki” Giovanni embodies Fisk 
University’s motto of “Her Sons and Daughters are 
Ever on the Altar.” Giovanni remains committed 
to the fight for civil rights and equality, is always 
outspoken, and presents the truth as she sees it. 
She is a critical thinker who knows how to use her 
craft to inspire and challenge. 

Born in Knoxville, Tennessee, in 1943, Giovanni 
gained an intense appreciation for African 
American culture and heritage from her 
grandmother that would influence her decades 
of writing poems, adult, and children’s books. 
Giovanni’s first published volumes of poetry 
grew out of her response to the assassinations of 
such figures as Martin Luther King, Jr., Malcolm 
X, Medgar Evers, and Robert Kennedy, and the 
pressing need she saw to raise awareness of the 
plight and the rights of Black people.

She is considered one of America’s foremost 
and widely-read American poets. Giovanni has 
published numerous collections of poetry—from 
her first self-published volume Black Feeling Black 
Talk (1968) to New York Times best-seller Bicycles: 
Love Poems (2009)—several works of nonfiction 
and children’s literature, and multiple recordings, 
including the Emmy-award nominated The Nikki 
Giovanni Poetry Collection (2004). Her most 

recent publications include Make Me Rain: 
Poems and Prose (2020), Chasing Utopia: 
A Hybrid (2013) and, as editor, The 100 Best 
African American Poems (2010).

With over three decades of publishing and 
lecturing, she earned the title of Oprah 
Winfrey's “Living Legends”. Giovanni is the 
recipient of over 25 honorary degrees, one of 
which she received from Fisk University in 1988. 
She has received an unprecedented 7 NAACP 
Image Awards. She was the first recipient of 
the Rosa L. Parks Woman of Courage Award, 
was a finalist for the National Book Award, is a 
three-time New York Times best selling author, 
and was awarded the Langston Hughes Medal 
for poetry, among many others.

Whenever asked and her schedule permits, 
she returns to engage, teach, and mentor 
Fisk students. One of the university's most 
memorable visits was when she returned for 
a full semester as a visiting distinguished 
professor. During her stay she led a community 
writers workshop and accepted invitations to 
appear and work with local school children. 

She is a University Distinguished Professor at 
Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, Virginia. She has a 
son and a granddaughter.

“The unwillingness to try is worse 
than any failure.” 

 
– Nikki Giovanni
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Inductee
JOHN 

DeBERRY

Freed-Hardeman University  
Associate of Arts, Bible | 1972

Former Tennessee State Representative
Lifelong Preacher

Civil Rights Champion 

John DeBerry has long been an example and 
inspiration to his alma mater, Freed-Hardeman 
University, through his public service and 
preaching. He lives out the values of the 
university—academic excellence, family, and 
Christianity—in his daily life.

Born in Memphis in 1951, DeBerry learned at a 
young age how to navigate the tumultuous times 
of the American Civil Rights Movement. As a 
teen DeBerry integrated an all-white school and 
peacefully marched alongside his father with 
Martin Luther King Jr. and witnessed his final 
speech in Memphis. 

While studying the Bible at Freed-Hardeman, 
DeBerry began preaching and continues to 
minister today. He served as Pastor at Parkway 
Village Church of Christ for 28 years and is 
currently the Pastor of Coleman Avenue Church of 
Christ in Memphis, Tennessee. 

In 1995, he was elected to serve House District 
90 in Memphis as State Representative and was 
re-elected thirteen times. He also served two 
terms as the Democrat Caucus Minority Leader 
Pro Tempore and the Chairman of the Tennessee 
Black Caucus of State.

In 2020, Governor Bill Lee appointed DeBerry as a 
senior advisor and cabinet member.

DeBerry also has more than twenty-five years 
of experience as a marketing, advertising, and 
public relations executive and is president of John 
J. DeBerry and Associates, which he founded in 
2005. 

DeBerry was married to his wife, Georgia, for 
more than 40 years prior to her death in 2015. 
The DeBerrys have two daughters, Chevida and 
Victoria. 

“John DeBerry is a statesman, 
eloquent of speech and 

unquestioned in integrity.”
 

– David Shannon,  
Freed-Hardeman University President
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Inductee
DR. MARTHA  
RAILE ALLIGOOD 
Johnson University 
Bible BSL |  1967

Good Samaritan School of Nursing | 1963  
University of Virginia B.S.N. | 1973 
Ohio State University M.S. | 1976 
New York University Nursing Ph.D. | 1983

International Nursing  
Scholar and Theory Expert
Textbook Author
Christian Leader 

From her early work in Zimbabwe to her current 
role at East Carolina University, Dr. Martha 
Raile Alligood’s life of scholarship and service 
exemplifies the mission and values of Johnson 
University to educate students for Christian 
ministries and other strategic vocations framed 
by the Great Commission in order to extend the 
kingdom of God among all nations. 

Dr. Alligood is a scholar who has authored two 
textbooks, contributed chapters to more than 30 
other books, participated in dozens of original 
research projects, and published more than 
85 articles. She is an educator, having served 
in faculty positions at both private and public 
institutions where she taught classes, supervised 
research, served on dissertation committees, 
and mentored future nurses. And she is a leader, 
serving on faculty senate and administrative 
councils, boards, search committees, and review 
panels. She has served on the Johnson University 
Board of Trustees since 2010.

Dr. Alligood is currently serving as a professor 
and the director of the Ph.D. in Nursing program 
at East Carolina University in Greenville, North 
Carolina. After graduating from Johnson in 1967, 
she worked with Mashoko Christian Hospital 
in Zimbabwe before returning to school for her 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing from the University 
of Virginia and her Master of Science in Nursing 
from Ohio State University. She graduated with 
a Ph.D. in Nursing from New York University in 
1983.

Before joining the faculty of East Carolina 
University in 2004, Dr. Alligood served as 
professor and dean at Palm Beach Atlantic 
University’s School of Nursing and as a professor 
of nursing at University of Tennessee. She has 
also held faculty positions at University of South 
Carolina, University of Florida, Ohio University, 
Hunter College Bellevue, Radford College, and 
Ohio State University.

Dr. Alligood has an international reputation 
as a nursing scholar and theory expert. 
She has authored two textbooks (“Nursing 
Theorists and Their Work” and “Nursing 
Theory: Utilization and Application”), each 
of which have been translated into multiple 
languages and used around the world. She has 
contributed chapters to dozens of other books 
and written more than 85 articles for journals 
and professional publications.

Besides teaching and writing, Dr. Alligood 
has served as a consultant to a variety of 
organizations including the UT Medical Center, 
The Department of Defense, and Cedars- Sinai 
Medical Center in Los Angeles. In addition, she 
was selected as a Woman of Distinction by the 
Chancellor's Committee on the Status of Women 
at East Carolina University in March 2009 and 
was inducted as an inaugural Fellow of the 
Academy of Nursing Education in 2007.

“Dr. Alligood 
has modeled the 
essential quality 
of empathy in 
her teaching and 
service.” 
- Dr. Tommy Smith,  
President of Johnson University
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Inductee
DR. 

CATHERINE 
PEEKE

King University 
B.A., History  | 1947

Indiana University 
Ph.D., Anthropological Linguistics | 1968 

Master Linguist
Missionary and Educator

Researcher

Dr. Catherine Peeke exhibited courageousness, humility, and 
a devotion to service throughout her life, demonstrating values 
that faith-based King University is committed to teaching. 

After graduating from King in 1947, Dr. Peeke taught Bible 
courses before joining the staff of Wycliffe Bible Translators. A 
master linguist and skilled educator, she took assignments in 
Mexico, Peru, and Ecuador. During the years she spent immersed 
in these cultures, she amassed the knowledge and understanding 
necessary to help translate Biblical scripture into ancient 
indigenous languages, including the Andoa people of Peru and the 
Záparo of Ecuador.

After a six-year pause to pursue a Ph.D. in Anthropological 
Linguistics from Indiana University, Dr. Peeke returned to the 

b. 1924 – d. 2014

indigenous peoples of South America to continue her translation work. Just a few 
years after the massacre of five missionaries in a Waodani village in Amazonian 
Ecuador, Dr. Peeke was assigned to visit the same tribe. Despite the obvious risks 
and challenges, Dr. Peeke was not deterred. She spent nearly 25 years in the village, 
eventually translating the entire New Testament into Wao Tededo, the tribe’s native 
language. That translation was dedicated in 1992. 

During the expedition, an unusual friendship would blossom between Dr. Peeke 
and the tribal leader of the Waodani, Mincaye. Mincaye took part in the killing 
of five missionaries in 1956 because of misinformation about an encounter with 
two tribal women. Later, he regretted his actions and offered his life to a family 
member of one of the slain. The comradery between Dr. Peeke and Mincaye was 
so treasured that Mincaye traveled to King’s main campus in Bristol, Tennessee, 
to be present for the dedication of the Peeke Christian Mission in 2001.

During her retirement, Dr. Peeke compiled an extensive Wao Tededo 
dictionary in English and Spanish. Her documents are now housed in the 
Billy Graham Archives at Wheaton College.

Her dedication and boldness has inspired generations of King alumni to 
lives of service with similar passion.

“Dr. Catherine 
Peeke set a shining 
example for the King 
community of what it 
means to serve God, 
the Church, and the 
world.”
– Rev. Brian Alderman, Ph.D. 
Chaplain, Associate Professor 
of Religion, and Interim Dean 
of the Peeke School of Christian 
Mission
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Inductee
DONALD 

HOLLOWELL

Lane College 
B.A., Social Science | 1947

U.S. Army Veteran
Ground-Breaking Civil Rights Attorney

Presidential Advisor

Donald Lee Hollowell led a life of unselfish service 
to others and became a knowledgeable citizen of 
the world. His life’s work represents Lane College’s 
core values and mission to transform lives, liberate 
minds and souls and celebrate excellence in Christ. 
While studying at Lane College, Hollowell found 
his purpose, pursued his passion and goals, and 
developed his leadership qualities. 

Before arriving at Lane, Hollowell served six years 
in the U.S. Army in the original Buffalo Soldier 
regiment. His experiences with racial segregation 
and discrimination and his involvement with the 
Southern Negro Youth Congress after the war 
inspired him to study law to help in the fight for 
social justice. After the Japanese attacked Pearl 
Harbor, Hollowell re-enlisted and rose to the rank 
of captain while serving in Europe. He returned 
to Lane after the war and graduated magna cum 
laude from Lane College in 1947 and earned his 
law degree from Loyola University Chicago School 
of Law in 1951. 

Hollowell’s education propelled him to become 
the premier civil rights attorney in Georgia 
and perhaps the South. Over the next several 
decades, he used his talents in the fight for civil 
rights and made history in the process. Hollowell 
argued and won the case that desegregated the 
University of Georgia among a host of other legal 
feats. He served as one of the lead lawyers in the 
desegregation of Atlanta schools. He represented 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in 1960 after the 
civil rights leader was sent to Reidsville Prison 
for participating in student demonstrations. He 
won the victory in the Georgia Court of Appeals 
which secured the release of Dr. King from the 
Georgia State Prison. In another case, Hollowell 
prevented the execution of a 15-year-old black 
youth from Monticello, Georgia, five days before it 
was scheduled to take place. He was attorney for 
Charlayne Hunter and Hamilton Holmes, Jr. as 

they integrated the University of Georgia in 1961. 
Hollowell’s firm worked to desegregate Augusta’s 
buses and Macon’s schools and won a landmark 
case requiring Atlanta’s Grady Memorial Hospital 
to admit black doctors and dentists to its staff.

In 1966, Hollowell accepted an appointment 
from President Lyndon Johnson as the first 
regional director of the new Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission to monitor workplace 
discrimination and held the position for 19 years. 
From 1971 to 1986, he led the Voter Education 
Project in Georgia, helping to increase the number 
of registered voters from 3 million to 5.5 million. 
He later became an advisor to Presidents Jimmy 
Carter and Bill Clinton and led the National Urban 
League. To honor him, the City of Atlanta renamed 
Bankhead Highway (U.S. 78) in his honor.

Throughout his life, Hollowell mentored a host of 
young black attorneys, including Vernon Jordan, 
who later became a business executive and close 
advisor to President Bill Clinton and Horace Ward, 
a federal judge.

Hollowell is the recipient of countless awards, 
including the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund’s Lawyer of the Year (1965), and 
the Civil Liberties Award from the American Civil 
Liberties Union (1967). He was inducted into the 
Lane College Hall of Distinction and received the 
Legacy Award in 2017—the highest honor Lane 
bestows. A documentary, Donald L. Hollowell: 
Foot Soldier for Equal Justice, produced by the 
Foot Soldier Project at UGA, premiered in April 
2010. That same month, UGA's School of Social 
Work announced the full endowment of the 
Donald L. Hollowell Professorship of Social Justice 
and Civil Rights Studies. Emory University also 
named a professorship in his honor. 

b. 1917 – d. 2004

“Study for service."
– Donald Hollowell

Loyola University Chicago School of Law  
J.D. | 1951 
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Inductee
EUGENE WARD
Lincoln Memorial University 
B.S., Business Administration | 1956

University of Tennessee College of Law 
J.D. | 1959 

Distinguished Attorney
Leader of One the Nation’s Largest Utilities
Dedicated Community Servant 

Eugene Ward embodies Lincoln Memorial 
University's (LMU) mission of service by his 
persistent pursuit of helping others. Whether in 
the courtroom, on Capitol Hill, raising his family, 
or working on behalf of LMU for recruiting and 
promotion, Ward is selfless in his concern and 
welfare for others.  

Born in White Pine in Jefferson County, 
Tennessee, on September 28, 1932, Ward 
was orphaned at age six and raised by his 
grandmother. He excelled in high school and took 
particular interest in debate and sports teams and 
earned a spot at LMU to study business. He paid 

his way through college by working at a dairy farm 
and waiting tables at the school’s dining hall. After 
graduating with honors, he earned an academic 
scholarship to University of Tennessee College of 
Law and graduated in 1959.

After working in private practice for several years, 
he was appointed assistant general counsel and 
later general counsel for the Tennessee Public 
Service Commission. He served from January 
1966 through May 1980. Ward wrote the rules of 
the Public Service Commission and most statutes 
between 1961 and 1980 and helped draft the 
Underground Utility Prevention Act. Ward was 
appointed as administrative Law Judge and ruled 
on more than 400 commission cases. 

In March 1986, Nashville Electric Service (NES), 
one of the largest 12 utilities in the nation, 

appointed him general counsel where he headed 
the legal department. He represented NES 
in governmental affairs before the General 
Assembly of Tennessee and the United States 
Congress until his retirement in 2010 after thirty 
years of service to the utility. 

Outside of the courtroom, Ward dedicates his 
life to helping others through his church and 
community organizations, earning numerous 
awards for his philanthropic work. In 1976, the 
Tennessee General Assembly named the bridge 
at I-81 mile marker 4 the Eugene “Mose” Ward 
Overpass. In 2005, he became a member of 
Lincoln Memorial University's Professional Hall 
of Fame.

Ward is married to Grammy Award winner and 
Grand Ole Opry member Jeannie Seely.

“Happiness is a choice… 
so choose wisely.” 
– Eugene Ward
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Inductee
PAT 

BOONE
Lipscomb University 

Attended 1952-1953 

Top-Charting Pop Singer 
and Actor

Record Label Owner
Champion of Christian 

Higher Education 

The primary purpose of Lipscomb University is to 
transform lives through education as it integrates 
Christian faith and practice with academic 
excellence.

Pat Boone has devoted the majority of his more 
than six-decade career in the entertainment 
industry to integrating his faith into his career and 
life. Boone set an example for others as a man of 
deep faith, integrity, and character that is a light to 
others and reflected the mission of his alma mater 
as he took his education out into the world. He is a 
1952 graduate of Lipscomb Academy, which is part 
of Lipscomb University, and is an alumnus of the 
university, attending from 1952-1953.

Decades ago, Boone was a household name—a 
pop singer for whom Elvis Presley opened in the 
mid-1950s. A star in record, film, and television 
work, Boone had a “squeaky-clean image” as 

Los Angeles Times religion writer John Dart 
noted in a 1994 story. Boone is the #10 all-time 
Top Recording Artist according to Billboard and 
remains very active in his profession today.

During his career, Boone has been featured on 
more than 69 film and television soundtracks, has 
39 acting credits, and has produced five movies or 
video shorts. He has sold over 45 million albums, 
has released 139 albums, had 38 Top 40 hits, and 
has been nominated for six GRAMMY® Awards 
during his career. According to Billboard, Boone 
was the second-biggest charting artist of the late 
1950s behind only Elvis Presley. Boone still holds 
the Billboard record for spending 220 consecutive 
weeks on the charts with one or more songs each 
week. As an author, Boone had a #1 bestseller in 
the 1950s (Twixt Twelve and Twenty, Prentice-
Hall).

Today, Boone runs his own record company, The 
Gold Label, designed for legendary artists of a 
certain age and certifiable talent such as Glen 
Campbell, Jack Jones, Roger Williams, Patti Page, 
Cleo Laine, Sha Na Na and others. More than 30 
Gold Record albums have been released to date. 
In 2003, the Nashville Gospel Music Association 
recognized his gospel recording work by inducting 
him into its Gospel Music Hall of Fame. He also 
continues to perform and speak across the country 
and is known for his Christian values.

“Perhaps more so than any couple in Hollywood, 
Pat and Shirley (Pat’s late wife of more than 65 
years) saw their relationships in the entertainment 
world as opportunities to share their faith and 
minister to others,” says Lipscomb University 
Chancellor L. Randolph Lowry. “Pat is passionate 
about his love of Jesus, expressive in sharing God’s 
presence in his life and contagious in his hope 
others would embrace the life-changing Christian 
story. This is truly an embodiment of Lipscomb’s 
mission to inspire our students to see their work as 
a vocation and avenue to positively impact the lives 
of others.”

While at times at the top of the world of music 
and theatre, Boone has always been driven by 
his personal faith and been highly influential in 
sharing it with the world. Through his life’s work 
and in his daily walk, Pat Boone encapsulates the 
mission of Lipscomb University. 

Pat Boone has devoted his life’s work to 
positively impact society through 

his career and to give back to others throughout 
his lifetime. Boone and his late-wife Shirley 
believed strongly in the value of Christian 
education. For decades they have given 
generously of their time, talents, and financial 
resources. In 2007, the Boones started an 
endowment fund for Lipscomb University’s 
social work program with a $100,000 gift in 
honor of Pat’s brother, Nick, a retired assistant 
professor of social work at Lipscomb. In 2016, 
the Boones pledged $5 million dollars as the 
lead gift for what will be the Boone Family 
Center for the Performing Arts at Lipscomb 
University. This project joins the Boone Center 
for the Family at Pepperdine University as 
living legacies of their support for Christian 
higher education and further promotes the 
family’s desire to provide an opportunity to 
use entertainment as a platform for a positive 
message. He has also been involved in Mercy 
Corps, which has become an international 
charitable organization dedicated to addressing 
economic, environmental, social, and political 
problems, which his wife was instrumental in 
founding among other humanitarian projects.

Throughout his career, Boone has worked 
tirelessly for the betterment of humanity by 
being an example for others and by building a 
Christian legacy in a secular world.

“Our goal and intent has always been to live within the principles 
that we learned at Lipscomb and from our families.”
– Pat Boone
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Inductee
MARY 

WILSON 
McTEER

Maryville College 
B.A., Ladies and Classical Courses | 1875

First Female College  
Graduate in Tennessee

Devoted Church Volunteer
Advocate of Women’s Rights 

b. 1852 – d. 1898

When she graduated from Maryville College in 1875, 
Mary Wilson became not just the College’s first alumna, 
but also the first female to earn a bachelor’s degree 
from a Tennessee college or university. Her graduation 
personified the College’s commitment to education for 
all who seek it, and her trail-blazing was—and still is— 
inspirational to others working to “do good on the largest 
possible scale.” 

Wilson was born in Syria of missionary parents 
and hoped to serve as a Christian missionary after 
graduation from college, but health challenges kept her 
from traveling abroad. Marrying William A. McTeer 
and staying in the area, she made Maryville and the 
surrounding area her mission field.

She used skills developed and perfected at 
Maryville College in persuasive writing and 
debate to advance worthy causes at a time 
when few women were able to be advocates. 
It was written that she, “pleaded for, worked 
for, lived for, yea, was ready even to die for 
every cause she loved, if each might but live 
on to bless the world.”

She taught Sunday School in an Afri-
can-American church and supported 
Freedmen initiatives, including Swift 
Memorial Institute in Rogersville, Tenn. 
She was active in her church, New 
Providence Presbyterian, and in foreign 
missionary organizations of Union 
Presbytery and the Synod of Tennessee. 
She was also an office-holder in the 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union. 
Her love of animals and leadership 
in the Bands of Mercy resulted in 
the formation of the Blount County 
Humane Society.

One of Mary Wilson McTeer’s most 
visible causes was for women’s 
suffrage. At the time of her untimely 
death, she was the Corresponding 
Secretary of the Tennessee Equal 
Rights Association, an affiliate of 
the National American Suffrage 
Association. She had spent years 
working for women’s equality, 
forming and presiding over the 
Maryville Equal Suffrage Club. 
With 25 members in the 1890s, 
it was one of the state’s largest 
women’s rights organizations.

“It rejoiced her heart 
like a glorious victory 
for truth, and right, 
and justice, to feel that 
even a single convert 
had been won to some 
'new idea'.”
– Margaret E. Henry, Maryville 
College Scholarship Secretary
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Inductee
DR. CHERAE 

FARMER-DIXON
Meharry Medical College  

Doctor of Dental Surgery D.D.S. | 1990 
Masters of Science in Public Health M.S.P.H. | 1994

Public Health Warrior
Dean of Dentistry

Servant Leader

Mississippi Valley State University  
B.S., Biology | 1986

Tennessee State University 
MBA | 2019 

Dr. Cherae Farmer-Dixon exemplifies Meharry 
Medical College’s mission of “Worship of God 
through service to mankind” by performing 
extraordinary acts of service with dependability 
and commitment. 

Dr. Farmer-Dixon is a life-long learner. After 
graduating from her undergraduate studies, 
she received two degrees from Meharry, among 
many other certificates, and most recently her 
Masters of Business Administration in 2019. She 
immerses herself in published research dealing 
with oral health disparities, low-income children, 
community outreach and intervention, and works 
tirelessly to address inequities within minority 
dental school enrollment.

As an educator, Dr. Farmer-Dixon has overcome 
barriers in race and gender and is the third woman 
to head the School of Dentistry at Meharry Medical 
College. She is one of two African American women 
to serve as Dean of a dental school in the United 
States and has served in this capacity for eight 
years. Dr. Farmer-Dixon has dedicated her career 
to teaching and training the next generation of oral 
health care professionals, selflessly serving the 
dental school for 29 years. Before assuming the 
role of Dean, she served as the Associate Dean for 
Academic and Student Affairs. 

Dr. Farmer-Dixon is a servant leader who has 
volunteered and provided free dental care to 
under-served populations on mission trips to 
Jamaica, Belize, the Dominican Republic, and 
health initiatives throughout inner-city and rural 
counties in middle Tennessee. During the past 
year, she served as the lead organizer of Meharry’s 
COVID-19 testing site and increased COVID testing 
throughout the Nashville community through 
mobile initiatives. Dr. Farmer-Dixon also proudly 
serves her country as a Lieutenant Colonel in the 
United States Army Reserve. 

She also takes time to mentor youth. She serves 
as a Girl Scout Leader for Cadette Troop 381 and 
Senior/Ambassador Troop 381 at Temple Church 
in Nashville and serves as a Temple Church 
Scholarship committee member.  She provides 
additional guidance and support through her 
membership in the Kappa Lambda Omega Chapter 
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., The Links, Inc. 
(Nashville Chapter), and numerous other social and 
civic organizations. 

Dr. Farmer-Dixon serves on numerous councils 
and has received a myriad of awards from various 
institutions and organizations. The Nashville 
Business Journal also recognized Dr. Dixon 
as one of the 2019 Women of Influence. She is 
a distinguished 2019 alumna of the Nashville 
Healthcare Council of Fellows.

“If I can help somebody, then 
my living is not in vain.”
– Dr. Cherae Farmer-Dixon
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Inductee
TERRY SHAW
Southern Adventist University 
B.S., Accounting & Computer Science | 1984

University of Central Florida 
MBA | 1990

CEO of AdventHealth
Crisis Leader
Listed among Modern Healthcare's Most Influential

In every interaction and decision, both as 
President and Chief Executive Officer at 
AdventHealth and in his personal life, Terry Shaw 
exemplifies the values of Southern Adventist 
University. As a 1984 accounting and computer 
science graduate of Southern, he strives to act with 
integrity, live prayerfully, serve others generously, 
exercise responsible stewardship, and pursue 
excellence. Shaw also seeks to inspire professional 
excellence and to pursue a Spirit-filled life of 
service.

Shaw is the President and Chief Executive Officer 
of AdventHealth—one of the largest faith-based 
health care systems in the United States—
comprising 50 hospitals across nine states, and 
a continuum of integrated care made up of more 
than 1,200 care sites, including urgent care 
centers, home health, hospice, physician practices, 
and skilled nursing facilities. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Shaw has 

shown foresight and tireless energy in leading 
the network of more than 1,200 healthcare sites 
through uncharted waters. As COVID-19 cases 
increased, the AdventHealth team developed a 
program to redeploy clinical and non-clinical 
staff from areas with lower demand to those 
experiencing higher demand. At its height, the 
organization was able to redeploy more than 1,800 
team members per day, which helped address 
staff needs in busier areas and minimized staff 
redundancies, making furloughs unnecessary 
during the first influx of cases. 

Shaw has contributed to his alma mater with his 
time and talents generously through the years, 
serving previously as a Board of Trustees member 
and on the university’s Committee of 100. Most 
recently, he co-chaired the university’s largest 
fundraising campaign in the institution’s history. 
Shaw has been named by Modern Healthcare 
as one of the 100 most influential people in 
healthcare. 

Shaw is actively involved with various 
organizations, boards, and committees. 
He serves as chairman of the Premier Inc. 
Board of directors, and was appointed 
to the Healthcare Leadership Council, 
a policy think tank. In 1996, Southern 
honored Shaw as Young Alumnus of the 
Year, and in 2000, the School of Business 
also named him Alumnus of the Year. In 
2017, Shaw shared his wisdom with the 
graduating class as the commencement 
speaker.

“You’re 
supposed to be 

a lamp set on 
a table, not put 
under a bushel. 

But that lamp 
only burns bright 

if you’re willing 
to be a learner 

and apply what 
you’ve learned to 
doing something 

significant, or 
meaningful, for 

someone else.” 
– Terry Shaw
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Inductee
DR. GLEN STEELE
Southern College of Optometry 
B.S. and Doctor of Optometry | 1969

Nation’s Leading Expert in Infant Optometry
Longest-Serving Current Faculty Member in SCO History
Dedicated Community Volunteer 

Southern College of Optometry (SCO) applies five 
core values in executing its mission to educate and 
train future optometrists and provide patients 
with the best care possible. These are: caring, 
excellence, integrity, respect, and service. In an 
organization of SCO’s size, it can be difficult to 
achieve consistency in applying these values. But 
thanks to Dr. Glen Steele in his role as alumnus, 
professor, provider, and mentor, countless 
students, staff, faculty, and community members 
have followed a sterling, living example of these 
values for more than 50 years.

After earning his Doctor of Optometry in 1969 
from SCO, he joined the institution as a faculty 
member, while also opening and running a private 
practice for more than 40 years. Now in his 52nd 
year at SCO, he is the college’s longest-serving 
current faculty member in the college’s 89-year 
history.

Dr. Steele has dedicated his career to preparing 
future optometrists to provide patients the 
best possible eye and vision care. His extensive 
research and practice in pediatric optometry has 
made him one of the nation’s leading experts 

on the subject. And he has made a remarkable 
difference, not only for those patients he’s 
personally served, but for tens of thousands of 
children across the country through his role in 
co-founding the InfantSEE® program. 

Early in his career, Dr. Steele saw a gap in services 
for children in their first year of life, and his 
research found that one in 10 children were at risk 
for serious vision problems due to smaller issues 
going undiagnosed in infancy. As a result of his 
research, Steele and several colleagues teamed 
with former President Jimmy Carter and The 
American Optometric Association Foundation 
in 2005 to create InfantSEE®. The program, 
which recruits and trains optometrists across the 
nation to provide no-cost eye exams to infants in 
their first year of life, currently has nearly 4,000 
participating providers and has successfully 
screened more than 140,000 children since its 
inception in 2005. Many InfantSEE exams have 
revealed conditions like rare eye cancers or 
other life-threatening issues that were treated 
successfully thanks to early detection. 

Dr. Steele is an asset to and innovator, not only 

within SCO, but also in the entire field 
of optometry. In addition to his efforts 
to advance children’s visual health, his 
leadership to teach the next generation of 
optometrists, his volunteerism, and his 
widespread direct impact on thousands of 
children are just a few examples of how he 
has become a luminary for the optometry 
profession and in higher education.

A believer in sharing knowledge to better 
care for everyone, Steele has authored 
nearly 30 original papers, made nearly 200 
presentations across the globe, and contributed 
to dozens of academic posters, policy 
statements and fact sheets.

To further advance infant exams, Dr. 
Steele developed a “just look retinoscopy,” a 
now-common procedure in optometric practice 
by which doctors gauge visual development in 
children who otherwise cannot articulate how 
well they see.

Dr. Steele’s tireless work has made a difference 
for tens of thousands of children nationwide 
through InfantSEE®, thousands of optometrists 
through his mentorship, and countless others 
through his selfless gift of time and expertise to 
the organizations for which he volunteers.

“What’s remarkable is that, in that 50-year career, Dr. Glen Steele 
has had a part in the education of more than 6,000 optometrists 
by being here at SCO.” 
– SCO President Lewis Reich, OD, PhD
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Inductee
DR. LYNN 
MASSINGALE
Tennessee Wesleyan University 
B.S., Chemistry | 1975

University of Tennessee Health Sciences Center 
M.D. | 1977

Co-Founder, former CEO, and  
Executive Chairman of TeamHealth
Tennessee HealthCare Hall of Fame Member
Influencer in Emergency Medicine

Dr. Lynn Massingale embodies the mission of Tennessee Wesleyan 
University through his leadership and service in an ever-changing global 
community.

From a humble beginning in East Tennessee to leading one of the nation's 
largest providers of outsourced physician staffing and administrative 
services in the United States, he remains a true servant leader in his 
personal and professional life.

One year after his graduation from medical school, Dr. Massingale saw 
a need for full-time emergency room doctors. Prior to his vision and 
founding the company, the emergency rooms were staffed by nurses 
and they would call in doctors as needed. As a creative solution, he went 

on to co-found and launch the predecessor to what is now known as 
TeamHealth, an organization he led as CEO until 2009 

when he moved to his current position as 
Executive Chairman.

Known as a major influencer in the emergency 
medicine field, Dr. Massingale’s extensive career 
has helped develop an entire industry—the 
outsourcing of staffing and management of 
emergency medicine, hospitalist, anesthesiology, 
and other hospital-based services to expert third 
parties.

Dr. Massingale frequently speaks at industry 
conferences and has been recognized as one of 
Modern Healthcare's “Top 100 Most Influential 
People in Healthcare” and one of the American 
College of Emergency Physicians' “Heroes 
of Emergency Medicine.” In June, 2014, Dr. 
Massingale was honored as a recipient of the 
“Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the Year” award 
in the Southeast Region. In 2006 and 2007, 
Dr. Massingale was included in the Modern 
Healthcare/Modern Physician's 50 Most Powerful 
Physician Executives.

Outside of his role with TeamHealth, Dr. 
Massingale is incredibly involved in the community 
including his service in many volunteer roles. As 
Chairman of the National Emergency Department 
Practice Management Association and Director 
of Emergency Medical Services for Tennessee, 
Dr. Massingale worked diligently to upgrade 
ambulance services across the state by broadening 
the scope of practice for paramedics in their field. 
He also has served on the boards of Tennessee 
Wesleyan University and Drayer Physical Therapy 
and currently serves on the boards of the Nashville 
Health Care Council, Himagine Solutions, 
Health Outcomes Performance Company, and 
TeamHealth, where he is Chairman.

In 2018, he was inducted into the Tennessee Health 
Care Hall of Fame, honoring men and women who 
have made significant and lasting contributions to 
the industry. 

“There's a pretty 
high dose of 
humility here. 
We don't think we 
have anything 
figured out and 
we're trying to 
improve  
it every day.” 
– Dr. Lynn Massingale

43TICUA 2021 Hall of Fame



Inductee
NATHANIEL  

OWENS
The University of the South 

B.A., English | 1970 

Emory University School of Law 
J.D. | 1972

First Black Graduate of  
the University of the South

Vietnam War Veteran
First African American District Court 

Judge in Calhoun County, AL

Nathaniel Owens proved to be a trailblazer at just 
18 years old when he entered the University of 
the South in 1966. He was the first Black varsity 
athlete and excelled on and off the field as team 
captain and leader in rushing yards, scoring, 
and rushing touchdowns in his tenure. But that 
was just the beginning. Owens had opened the 
doors for students of color to feel welcome at the 
University of the South. 

A member of the class of 1970, he is Sewanee's 
first Black graduate. At Sewanee, he graduated 
with honors as an English major. He played varsity 
football—he was also Sewanee's first Black varsity 
athlete—and was inducted into Sewanee Athletics 
Hall of Fame in 2010. In addition, Judge Owens 
received the Distinguished Alumnus Award from 
the University of the South's Associated Alumni in 
2020.

After Sewanee, Judge Owens continued to be a 
trailblazer. He entered into a summer program 

for Black students at Emory University in Atlanta, 
Georgia. The program allocated free tuition for 
one year at Emory’s law school if the students 
were able to complete a summer’s worth of law 
school curriculum. Owens excelled and entered 
law school in the fall of 1970. Owens became the 
president of the Emory Black Bar Association.

After receiving his law degree, Owens was drafted 
into the Vietnam War, where he served at Fort 
McClellan in Anniston, Alabama. There, he would 
pass the Alabama Bar and soon become the first 
full-time African American Assistant District 
Attorney for Calhoun County, Alabama, and later 
the first African American District Court Judge in 
1979.

Today, Nathaniel Owens is retired and happily 
married to his wife Lynetta Owens. The two have 
five children and live in Anniston, Alabama. He 
serves as a mentor to countless Sewanee students.

“God’s got a plan. Trust in it, and 
anything is possible.”

– Nathaniel Owens

45TICUA 2021 Hall of Fame



Inductee
DR. MELVIN WELCH
Trevecca Nazarene College 
B.A., Education | 1961

Middle Tennessee State University 
M.Ed., Education Administration and Supervision | 1965

Vanderbilt University 
Ph.D., Higher Education | 1980

Skilled University Administrator
Graduate Curriculum Developer
Servant Leader

Dr. Melvin Welch has demonstrated both 
professional excellence and passionate service 
to Trevecca Nazarene University and to the 
field of education in Tennessee and beyond. Dr. 
Welch has served in virtually every facet of the 
administration at the University as well as in the 
classroom. 

Melvin has sought throughout his decades of 
involvement at Trevecca, first as a student, as an 
alumni volunteer, then during his exemplary years 
of leadership, to serve the needs of others. He has 
demonstrated the dual pillars of the university 
mission statement, “leadership and service” in a 
variety of ways.

Welch's leadership positions in admissions and 
alumni relations helped set the stage for his 
later assignments as Assistant to the President 
and Dean of the School of Education. Of 
particular significance was his integral role in the 
development of the master's degree in education 
which featured various locations throughout the 
state of Tennessee. 

The dynamic success of the M.Ed. provided a 
platform for the Ed.D., Trevecca's first doctoral 
program in school history. Trevecca has 
subsequently become a fixture in the minds 
of many as a leading provider of professional, 
terminal degrees in the field. In 2019, Trevecca 
Alumni awarded him with the Lifetime 
Achievement Award.
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Inductee
DR. LARRY 
BROTHERTON
Tusculum University 
B.S., Chemistry | 1970 

University of Tennessee 
Ph.D., Chemistry | 1974

Former CEO of Ortec
Passionate Advocate for Education
Humanitarian 

Larry Brotherton is the ultimate Tusculum 
University Pioneer—trailblazing and leading by 
example in his personal and professional life. 
Brotherton learned hard work growing up on 
a farm in eastern Tennessee. He polished his 
work ethic by putting himself through Tusculum 
University undergraduate studies and by earning 
a Ph.D. in Chemistry from the University of 
Tennessee. With funds from the sale of his family 
home, he started his own custom synthesis 
company, Ortec Inc., in 1980.

As former CEO serving as Chairman of the 
Board at Ortec, Inc., an international chemical 
manufacturing company, he holds several U.S. 
Patents and is the recipient of numerous Chemical 
Performance Awards. He was the recipient of the 
Ambassador for Economic Development Award 
in South Carolina in 2014; Board of Governors 

Chairman for Society of Chemical Manufacturers 
and Affiliates (SOCMA) in 2009; Tusculum 
College Distinguished Service Award in 2008, 
to name a few. He has served on numerous civic 
and professional boards, including the Peace 
Center for Performing Arts in Greenville, S.C., 
and is currently serving on the Board of Trustees 
for Tusculum University and the Pickens County 
YMCA Capital Cabinet. Brotherton is also newly 
appointed to the Greenville Health Authority 
Board of Trustees in South Carolina.

Brotherton is an advocate for education and 
dedicated supporter of many East Tennessee 
charities. He is a spiritually driven person and a 
true humanitarian with a drive to make the world 
a better place. 

“Integrity at every step.” 
– Dr. Larry Brotherton
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Inductee
DR. GEORGE SAVAGE

Union University  
A.B. | 1871 
A.M. | 1874 
LL.D. | 1891

Beloved Professor and Administrator
Author
World-Traveler 

Known as the “Grand Old Man” of Union 
University, George Martin Savage served the 
institution as president three different times 
and taught for 50 years. He lived out the mission 
of the university he attended and served by 
providing a Christ-centered education that 
promotes excellence and character development 
to countless students and colleagues. 

He was an ordained minister and served as 
pastor of several Tennessee churches. The 

b. 1849 – d. 1938

“Whenever he spoke in the sacred assembly, people 
listened to hear what Heaven's prophet had to say.” 
– John Jeter Hurt, president of Union University during the 1930s and 1940s

“Union Annual” described him as “an ideal 
teacher, a cultured person.” He was revered for his 
scholarship and his commitment to Christ.

He taught philosophy, English, French, and Bible.

Savage traveled extensively in Europe and Asia 
and was the author of Greece and Bible Lands. He 
is reported to have read the Greek New Testament 
more than 50 times.

He also served as president of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention. The George M. Savage 
Memorial Chapel on the Union campus is named in 
his memory. 
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American Baptist College* 
Nashville •  www.abcnash.edu 

Aquinas College 
Nashville • www.aquinascollege.edu

Baptist Health Sciences University 
Memphis • www.baptistu.edu

Belmont University 
Nashville • www.belmont.edu

Bethel University 
McKenzie • www.bethelu.edu

Bryan College 
Dayton • www.bryan.edu

Carson-Newman University 
Jefferson City • www.cn.edu

Christian Brothers University 
Memphis • www.cbu.edu

Cumberland University 
Lebanon • www.cumberland.edu

Fisk University 
Nashville • www.fisk.edu

Freed-Hardeman University 
Henderson • www.fhu.edu

Johnson University 
Knoxville • www.johnsonu.edu

King University 
Bristol • www.king.edu

Lane College 
Jackson • www.lanecollege.edu

Lee University 
Cleveland • www.leeuniversity.edu

LeMoyne-Owen College 
Memphis • www.loc.edu

Lincoln Memorial University 
Harrogate • www.lmunet.edu

Lipscomb University 
Nashville • www.lipscomb.edu

Maryville College 
Maryville • www.maryvillecollege.edu

Meharry Medical College 
Nashville • www.mmc.edu

Middle Tennessee School of Anesthesia 
Madison • www.mtsa.edu

Milligan University 
Milligan College • www.milligan.edu

Rhodes College 
Memphis • www.rhodes.edu

Sewanee: The University of the South 
Sewanee • www.sewanee.edu

Southern Adventist University 
Collegedale • www.southern.edu

Member Institutions

Southern College of Optometry 
Memphis • www.sco.edu

Tennessee Wesleyan University 
Athens • www.tnwesleyan.edu

Trevecca Nazarene University 
Nashville • www.trevecca.edu

Tusculum University 
Greeneville • www.tusculum.edu

Union University 
Jackson • www.uu.edu

Vanderbilt University 
Nashville • www.vanderbilt.edu

Welch College 
Gallatin •  www.welch.edu

William R. Moore College of Technology* 
Memphis •  www.mooretech.edu

Williamson College* 
Franklin •  www.williamsoncc.edu

* Denotes Associate Membership
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