A Statewide Community Outreach and Education Initiative 
 Appropriate Antibiotic Use and Awareness 
Texas Society of Health System Pharmacists Student Section Executive Committee

Texas SSHP organizations educated health professionals and the general public on appropriate antibiotic prescribing and use to promote public health and prevent the spread of infection. 

Objective:
The objective of our antibiotic awareness project was to advocate for the avoidance of unnecessary prescribing from health professionals and to educate patients on the proper use of antibiotics. Increasing awareness can help prevent the development of antimicrobial resistance. This was promoted through education efforts at community and school health screenings throughout the state of Texas. 

Plan:
The Texas Student Society of Health-System Pharmacists (SSHP) chapters maintain a collaborative effort in order to continue to engage and educate the community all while promoting health and wellness. The student societies promoted these objectives at community and school health fairs statewide to ensure appropriate antibiotic use and education regarding the spread of infection to the community. This initiative allowed pharmacy to be a reliable source of information in the community. Each student society independently created educational materials or events to successfully achieve the common goal of educating local Texas communities on antibiotic awareness. 

Outcome:
Our SSHP members were able to educate several communities and healthcare professionals across Texas about the importance of antibiotic stewardship and primarily preventing spread of infection. Because these events were conducted by several Texas organizations, students had the opportunity to explore different routes of creative outreach all while maintaining the primary objective. Whether targeting a student population or the general public, this initiative impacted a local communities throughout the state of Texas.

How Can Your Organization Accomplish These Events?
· Determine what areas of antibiotic awareness you would like your event to focus.
· This may also be tailored toward the population you have chosen to target such as other health care professionals, elderly population, children, etc.
· Create materials such as informational handouts, flyers, poster boards, trivia games, social, etc.
· Promote your event through different platforms such as social media, email, television, etc.
· Partner with other organizations within your pharmacy school or other interprofessional programs who have a similar goal and collaborate on new outreach ideas.

Available resources to assist in accomplishing antibiotic awareness campaigns:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) information on antibiotic awareness:
· https://www.cdc.gov/features/antibioticuse/index.html
· Pharmacist’s Role in Antimicrobial Stewardship and Infection Prevention and Control:
· [image: Picture]https://www.ashp.org/-/media/assets/policy-guidelines/docs/statements/pharmacists-role-antimicrobial-stewardship.ashx

Questions? Contact UT-SSHP at aaertle@yahoo.com 
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