Student Assessment Updates and Information you may need to know...
info@tsnap.org
Fri 9/9/2016 12:10 PM
To: Chris Cordell <chris.cordell@austinisd.org>;

Happy Friday TSNAP!
I hope everyone has had a great week ‐ I'm not sure how, but sometimes the short weeks always seem to be longer than regular weeks to me!
I wanted to send out an email blast to make sure that everyone was up to date on things that have happened and information that has been released, and maybe some information that has just
been quietly posted in different places.
Changes to the 2016‐2017 State Assessment Program
I'm sure by now most people have seen the email from the TEA Student Assessment Division this week regarding the changes to this year's state assessments. If not, the link to the letter is
here:
http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/correspondence/
2016‐2017 Student Data File Format for Student Registration and Precoding
If you're like me, you've been waiting for this to post. The file was posted today on the TexasAssessment.com website and can be found here:
https://www.texasassessment.com/s/texasassessment/pdf/2016‐2017‐student‐data‐file‐format‐for‐student‐registration‐and‐precoding.pdf
I want to make sure everyone makes sure to pay attention to the changes. With the changes in the state assessment program, there are some new indicators to take into account. We will
now have to account for the PNP ﴾Personal Needs Preferences﴿ for students receiving accommodations in an online assessment. I'm sure that we will hear more about this at the
September 23rd morning TETN.
SIRS Files with 2016 Data are now available
If you rely on SIRS ﴾Student Information Retrieval System﴿ data files to help gather state assessment data on students who are new to your district, you can now get 2016 data returns on
your SIRS files. If you submitted a SIRS request prior to yesterday, ETS will be rerunning those requests and posting the data files in TOMS. It may take up until September 15th for those
files to post in your TOMS account.
2016 Distinction Designations and Safeguards have posted to TEASE
If you are responsible for retrieving and disseminating accountability information that is posted to the TEASE ﴾TEA Secure Environment﴿ sight, the 2016 Distinction Designations and
Safeguards have posted a week earlier than the expected September 16th date.
New Leadership Structure in TEA Student Assessment Division
As you may or may not be aware, after many years of service in TEA's Student Assessment Division, Associate Commissioner Criss Cloudt and Director Glora Zyskowski retired as of August
31st. With that, it appears that there has been some restructuring within the Student Assessment Division.
Dr. Justin Porter is now the Deputy Director of Assessment Content and Programs. He will oversee the Director of Special Populations ﴾still currently listed as himself﴿, Director of Reading,
Writing and Social Studies ﴾Brad Vasil﴿, and Director of Mathematics and Science ﴾Julie Guthrie﴿.
Marian Vassileva is now the Deputy Director of Assessment Operations and Administration. She will oversee the Director of Analysis and Reporting ﴾currently listed as herself﴿ and Director
of Test Administration and Security ﴾newly hired Sandy Cowes ‐ previously of Pearson and ETS﴿
There will be a Senior Director that will be named at a later date.
Whew...that's a lot of information to digest at this point. I hope you all have a great end to your week and a fantastic weekend.
Sincerely,
Chris Cordell ‐ TSNAP President

