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• Journalism and Media Communication Department
•Video production class/lab instructor
• Special projects coordinator
• Live TV production (Ram Productions) advisor
•Video/audio equipment room supervisor



WHAT ROAD DO YOU TAKE IN FALL 
SEMESTER?

• Customized approach for each university and facility
• Protocols should meet public health, university and department guidelines
• Consider multiple options and pick the best
• Borrow ideas from others  (that’s why we are all here today!)
• Consult professional resources
• Trial and error
• Liability, ethical and moral obligations to do our best
• Document your efforts!



IDENTIFY SCHOOL POLICIES



REVIEW SCHOOL WEBSITE AND Q & A



Fall 2020 Framework

As we plan for a fall semester in-person for our students, faculty, and staff, we have developed a
comprehensive wellness framework to prioritize the health of our community. This framework, and the
specific guidelines and protocols we will develop to implement it, will necessitate changes to normal
activities and create obligations for individuals. As is well-documented by public health experts
internationally, personal behaviors and responsibility are critically important in minimizing the
transmission of the COVID-19 virus.

These are some key components of the framework to be in place in advance of the start of classes
this August:

Campuses will be open for classes and student activities. We will provide face-to-face instruction
on campus this fall, beginning as scheduled on Aug. 24.  Some classes will be online-only, and we
are working to facilitate remote learning for those who will need that mode due to health and other
concerns. We plan to have less density in our classrooms than in typical semesters and to create
hybrid classes as needed to incorporate online learning.

We will move to remote, online classes following Fall Break. The last two weeks of classes
(November 30-December 11) and finals week (December 14-18) will be delivered virtually. Residence
Halls will remain open during and after Fall Break for students who need to remain or return. Other
university facilities will adjust operations at that point in the semester as appropriate per public health
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HOW TO SELL YOUR OWN UNIVERSITY

• Be proactive…take the discussion and questions to administration
•Document your process and successes

•Use your production capabilities to be a help and build allies





C O N V I N C I N G  
O U R  

S T U D E N T S



THE FALL 2020 CHALLENGE

• General classroom protocols

• Media production protocols

• Unique “In the field” challenges

• How do we safely “hands on equipment” educate?

• How do we give our students a resume reel advantage?



CSU CLASSROOM POLICIES

• All instructors, employees and students will be masked at all 
times while in the building

• Traffic patterns are controlled and social distancing maintained
• All faculty, employees and students will conduct self-health 

screenings before arriving on campus with temperature 
readings, etc., and report it online
• Those who fail to report online will fill out paper version of 

form and department is responsible to keep these records 
throughout the semester (we supply the no-contact 
thermometer in our office)







DEPARTMENT CLASSROOM/LAB POLICIES

• Production lab-based courses (18 students) that meet twice a 
week will be reduced to 9 or under students with rotating 
meeting times during the 2nd hour or 2nd day
• Supplemental hybrid remote instruction when possible to 

supplement lab time

• Lab-based class hours will be extended into the evenings and 
Saturdays to increase and share those spaces

•Computer use is restricted to a minimum of 6 foot distance 
between stations/students



DEPARTMENT CLASSROOM/LAB POLICIES

• Responsibility for cleaning is shared but must be done at the 
start of each class period by incoming students to ensure 
disinfecting process is complete
•Computer lab areas will be “monitored” by instructors or 

student employees for compliance

• All instructors and students will be masked at all times while 
performing “media production activities” (indoors and 
outside)













COVID-19 
PERSONAL

EQUIPMENT NEEDS
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LAB AND EQUIPMENT CHECKOUT 
ROOM ISSUES

• Checkout of equipment safety procedures (distancing and barriers 
during processing)
• Checkout room scheduling adjustments
• Times and days
• Length of checkout period
• Checkout room quarantine strategies
• Checkout room cleaning protocols
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UTILIZE APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE



COVID-19
EQUIPMENT 

ROOM NEEDS





FIELD PRODUCTION PROTOCOL 
(LIFE BEYOND ZOOM)

• Make sure students understand the risks and do not feel pressured

• Field production: new curriculum- safety protocols

• Less collaboration, more MMJ style field production

• Get outdoors WHENEVER possible (buy more reflectors)

• Communicate with interviewees prior to arrival to make them aware of your 
safety precautions and process

• Masks and social distancing at all times

• COVID-19 Travel bag: alcohol wipes, hand sanitizer, gloves, microphone sanitizer

• Over deliver in perception and reality











MULTICAM LIVE PRODUCTION IN THE FIELD

•Utilize your safety protocols
•Understand and participate in the venue safety protocols

•Document the process





9. BE AWARE OF 
PARTNERS/VENUES/PROFESSIONALS 

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES







CONSULT ALUMNI AND PROFESSIONAL 
RESOURCES

•How do they work safely?
•How do they clean their equipment?



SOLICIT ADVICE FROM PROFESSIONAL EXPERTS 
AND ORGANIZATIONS





STATE OF GEORGIA
FILM & TELEVISION PRODUCTION

BEST PRACTICES TO REDUCE 
CONTAGION OF COVID-19













HOW TO DISINFECT VIDEO EQUIPMENT



HOW TO DISINFECT VIDEO EQUIPMENT

• How to disinfect 
website: https://www.lensrentals.com/blog/2020/03/how-to-disinfect-
camera-equipment-and-
spaces/?fbclid=IwAR3cFrcfQcCH33BG4YWSo_Y6YUK2vQF1EoJgkENIz
01AtHnJFN5ZUmch48M

• Podcast:  https://youtu.be/TlaObkim1iI

https://www.lensrentals.com/blog/2020/03/how-to-disinfect-camera-equipment-and-spaces/%3Ffbclid=IwAR3cFrcfQcCH33BG4YWSo_Y6YUK2vQF1EoJgkENIz01AtHnJFN5ZUmch48M
https://youtu.be/TlaObkim1iI


QUESTIONS/COMMENTS

•Steve Weiss
•Steven.Weiss@colostate.edu


