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UKABIF launches Short
Film Award
UKABIF launched a Short Film Award
during Brain Awareness Week to raise
awareness of Acquired Brain Injury.
“We want to see a short, innovative, informative and
‘must-see’ film that best narrates the impact of Acquired
Brain Injury” said Professor Michael Barnes, UKABIF
Chair. The UKABIF Short Film Award, sponsored by
Irwin Mitchell, will acknowledge, recognise and reward
a film that can inspire and educate all target audiences
about brain injury and its impact.
All forms of Acquired Brain Injury can be considered
and the film must be a maximum of five minutes
duration. Entries for the UKABIF Short Film Award can
come from all those in the rehabilitation interdisciplinary
team, doctors in primary and secondary care, case
managers, personal injury lawyers, social care workers,
voluntary organisations, care providers as well as
individuals with a brain injury, their families or carers,
students and the general public. The Award is open to
UKABIF members and non-members in the UK.
Science Commentator James Piercy has kindly recorded
a short film clip to promote the UKABIF Short Film Award.

The deadline for entries is 30 September 2016.
The winning entry will be selected by a judging panel,
uploaded on UKABIF’s YouTube page and receive
£750 plus a trophy. The runner-up will receive £250.
For further information and details on how to enter
please visit: www.ukabif.org.uk/filmaward

The evidence base supporting
the cost-efficiency of specialist
rehabilitation has been
reinforced by the publication of
data from the UK Rehabilitation
Outcomes Collaborative
(UKROC) in the British Medical
Journal (Stokes et al 2016).
UKROC’s study looked at
functional outcomes, care
needs and the cost-efficiency
of specialist rehabilitation for a
multicentre cohort of inpatients
with complex neurological
disability and compared different
diagnostic groups across three
levels of dependency.
Clinical data from 62 specialist
(Levels 1 and 2) rehabilitation
services in England was
collected from the UKROC
national database from 20102015. The patients were
working-aged adults

(16–65 years) with complex
neurological disability; 4182
with Acquired Brain Injury, 506
with spinal cord injury, 282 with
peripheral neurological
conditions and 769 had
progressive conditions. Outcome
measures were recorded on
admission and discharge and
all received specialist inpatient
multidisciplinary rehabilitation.
All groups showed significant
reduction in dependency
between admission and
discharge on all measures. There
was also a mean reduction in
‘weekly care costs’ which was
greatest in the high-dependency
group at £760/week, compared
with the medium-dependency at
£408/week and low-dependency
at £130/week.
Reference: BMJ Open 2016;6:e010238
doi:10.1136/bmjopen-2015-010238

Royal Society of Medicine hosts UKABIF’s
8th Annual Conference in London
From Surviving to Thriving with Acquired Brain Injury
No sooner has one conference
ended and plans are underway
for the next — this year’s
UKABIF Conference will take
place on the 14 November 2016
at London’s Royal Society of
Medicine in Wigmore Street.
Registration for early bird bookings is now open and final
programme details are available on http://ukabif.org.uk/ukabifs8th-annual-conference-from-surviving-to-thriving-with-brain-injury/
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Third Manifesto Launched in Campaign –
Improve Services Now
UKABIF’s third Manifesto ‘Life After Brain Injury: Children, Young People
and Offending Behaviour’, was launched in November 2015 to highlight the
problems faced by young offenders with recommendations to address and
even prevent the issues.

“We need to identify young people who are ‘at-risk’
of offending and keep them out of the Youth
Justice System” said Professor Michael Barnes.

Because of the hidden elements
of Acquired Brain Injury, many young offenders enter
the Youth Justice System but receive little or no treatment.
Their differing needs and difficulties are not diagnosed or
acknowledged, not understood or not taken into account when
professionals are preparing cases and considering sentencing.
Lord Ramsbotham, former Chair of the Criminal Justice and
Acquired Brain Injury Interest Group said: “There is beginning
to be an appreciation of assessing children and young people
for brain injury when they first enter the Youth Justice Service
and this is to be commended. However, there is an urgent
requirement to identify brain injury problems early. If children
and young people can be identified as being ‘at-risk’ and
are then supported, this may then prevent any offending
behaviour occurring and/or reduce the likelihood
of re-offending”.
Professor Barnes concluded: “Children and young people are
often failed by the health service, social care, education system
and the youth and criminal justice system. We need to ensure
this does not continue”.

He continued: “Long-term brain injury in childhood and young
adulthood is associated with an increased tendency of offending
behaviour and, relative to the general population, there is a high
prevalence of brain injury amongst young offenders in custody.
All professionals involved with young people need to work
together to recognise, understand and manage this problem”.

Key facts and figures
(references available on request)

30%
14%
32%
30%
50%

	of juvenile offenders have sustained a previous
brain injury
	have possible intellectual disability (IQ under 69)
	have a borderline intellectual disability range
(IQ 70 to 79)

Manifesto recommendations
–	Increased awareness and training is required about the
prevalence of Acquired Brain Injury amongst children and
young offenders throughout the youth and criminal justice
system, together with an understanding and acceptance
of the need for early assessment and management.
Brain injury should be a key consideration when making
decisions about children and young people on arrest

	of the youth prison population have clinically
diagnosed ADHD
	of individuals convicted for non-violent crimes
have a past history of TBI compared with only
5–15% in comparison samples

Violent offenders have disproportionately
in their brains
In a custodial group of young people
had a TBI

more lesions

–	Long-term, ongoing monitoring of children and young
people with an Acquired Brain Injury is required. Early
intervention is essential, by trained professionals within
the school and healthcare environments, when problems
arise that highlight individuals who may be ‘at-risk’ of
offending behaviour

65-72%

5%

In the UK just
of young offenders are responsible for
nearly a third of all proven offences committed by under-18s

71%

–	An assessment tool should be used in schools to facilitate
the identification of those children and young people with
Acquired Brain Injury who are ‘at-risk’ of offending

	of young people released from detention
break the law again within 12 months

–	Practical guidelines are required for the management of
children and young people with an Acquired Brain Injury
who are ‘at-risk’ of offending for use across all sectors;
health, education and social services

36.1%

Re-offending rate has increased to
;
an average of 1.08 re-offences per offender and 2.99 re-offences
per re-offender

UKABIF is putting the Manifesto on meeting agendas
around the UK and endeavouring to facilitate the delivery
of the recommendations. If readers can help this Campaign,
please contact: info@ukabif.org.uk

In 2012/13 the Ministry of Justice and Youth Justice Board
spent approximately £247 million on the detention of
young offenders
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UKABIF Awards Now Open
for Entries
The 2016 UKABIF Awards are open for entries. There are
four UKABIF award categories; Lawyer of the Year, Clinician
of the Year, Care Provider of the Year and The Stephen
McAleese Award for Inspiration. All nominations must be
supported by a formal application and two references.

Calling
Fundraisers!

The closing date for entries is the 30 September 2016 and the
Awards will be presented at UKABIF’s London Conference on the
14 November 2016.

Chloë Hayward, UKABIF Executive Director
took part in the Plymouth Half Marathon
on Sunday 17th April. New to running, and
slightly nervous about completing the
course, Chloë decided very late in the day
to raise money for UKABIF. She not only
completed the run but also raised £500!

For more information about entry requirements, and how to
enter an Award category please email info@ukabif.org.uk

Successful UKABIF
Seminar Programme

APPROVED SPECIALIST

BRAIN INJURY LAWYER

UKABIF’s successful seminar programme
continues this year.
What Happens Afte
‘What Happens After the Case
r the Case is Clos
ed?
3rd February 201
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is Closed?’ was held in February at the
Exchange Chambers in Manchester.
Chaired by UKABIF Trustee Peter
Freeman, he introduced the seminar
by eloquently sharing his family’s
experience of brain injury. Peter’s
daughter Nicola crashed her car in
May 2010, one month before her
18th birthday, breaking her pelvis, both
femurs and sustaining a diffuse axonal
Traumatic Brain Injury.
The programme addressed various
issues facing individuals with serious brain injury after their claims for
financial compensation have been settled. Speakers included Jane
MacGregor, Partner and Head of the Court of Protection team at
Lees Solicitors in Birkenhead, Dr Gavin Newby, a Consultant Clinical
Neuropsychologist and Clinical Lead for the Cheshire and Wirral
Partnership NHS Foundation Trust’s ABI Service, Jo Clark-Wilson,
Managing Partner and Brain Injury Case Manager, Head First and
Wealth Managers at Towry, Paul Sayers and Robert Farnworth as well
as Mathieu Culverhouse, Associate at Irwin Mitchell Solicitors.
Peter commented: “This has been an excellent blend of experts who
all have differing roles to ensure that long-term care, in all its guises,
is available for individuals with severe brain injury. My thanks to the
delegates and speakers for an excellent day”.
‘How to Manage Successful Non Court Resolution’ took place
recently at FieldFisher in London. Chaired by QC Bill Braithwaite,
Director of Exchange Chambers who is also a UKABIF Trustee, the
stimulating programme featured the eminent Sir Alan Ward, former
judge of the Court of Appeal of England and Wales who promoted
the role of mediation.
UKABIF ACCREDITED
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If you would like to raise sponsorship for
UKABIF please get in touch.
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www.ukabif.org.uk

For more information please email admin@ukabif.org.uk or
T: 0845 6080788 or visit www.ukabif.org.uk/events
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Will Smith appeared on The Graham Norton
Show in January to discuss his new film entitled
‘Concussion’ which highlights the issue of brain
injury in sports players following concussion.
This subject is increasingly being aired due to
concerns regarding children and young people
playing sport after being concussed; this is of
particular concern in ‘contact’ sports i.e. rugby.
‘Concussion’ is an American biographical
sports medical drama film directed and written
by Peter Landesman, based on the
2009 GQ exposé Game Brain by Jeanne Marie
Laskas. The film stars Will Smith as Dr Bennet
Omalu, a Nigerian forensic pathologist, who
fought the efforts of the National Football
League (NFL) to suppress his research
on chronic traumatic encephalopathy (CTE)
brain damage suffered by professional
football players.
The film documents Dr Omalu’s struggles
to raise awareness of the issues on the sports
field, culminating in support from the US
Congress which forces the NFL to back down
and take concussion seriously.
UKABIF has a page dedicated to Concussion
and Sports Related Brain Injury on the
website – see www.ukabif.org.uk/campaigns/

NHS England launch Commissioning
Guidelines for Rehabilitation
NHS England launched ‘Commissioning
Guidelines for Rehabilitation’ this month.
The guidelines are intended for use by
clinical commissioning groups to support
them in commissioning rehabilitation
services for their local population.
“UKABIF welcomes guidance for the
commissioners of rehabilitation services”
said Professor Michael Barnes, UKABIF Chair.
He continued: “Often commissioners don’t
really understand the short and long-term
needs of individuals with Acquired Brain
Injury. We need an acceptance that early

neurorehabilitation is essential and
to ensure that all individuals get the
specialist services that they need”.
The document details the scope,
breadth and depth of rehabilitation,
the components of good quality
rehabilitation, how to know
whether the services that are being
commissioned are of good quality
and how to compare rehabilitation
services locally, regionally and
nationally. The guidance also
provides access to resources

New Factsheets and Webinars from CBIT
The Child Brain Injury Trust (CBIT) has
reviewed all of its existing information
and publications. The factsheets
have been updated to ensure they
are current and factual with 20
now available on its website. Those
factsheets linked to CBIT’s
‘Understanding and Managing’ series

of webinars are also in the process
of being updated. CBIT’s webinars
focus on the eight most common
issues faced by children and
young people following childhood
Acquired Brain Injury.
For more information please visit
www.cbit.org.uk

UKABIF Annual Conference
Royal Society of Medicine, London

14 November 2016
This year’s conference will address topics such as:
– Predicting Outcomes for People with Traumatic
Brain Injuries
– Lifeworld approaches to rehabilitation: opportunities
for the future in Acquired Brain Injury
– Mindful Rehabilitation Outside the Therapists Room
– Peer mentoring in Traumatic Brain Injury: experiences of mentees and mentors
– Sex and Gender after Acquired Brain Injury
For more information and to register, please contact: info@ukabif.org.uk
For further information, please visit: www.ukabif.org.uk/ukabifs-8th-annualconference-from-surviving-to-thriving-with-brain-injury/

within its reference list, hyperlinks and
comprehensive appendices.
To view the document, please visit:
https://www.england.nhs.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2016/04/rehabilitation-commsguid-16-17.pdf

DIARY DATES
10 – 13 May 2016
9th World Congress for Neurorehabilitation
Philadelphia, USA
E: traceymole@wfnr.co.uk
www.wcnr2016.org
14 November 2016
8th UKABIF Annual Conference
Royal College of General Practitioners,
London
E: info@ukabif.org.uk
www.ukabif.org.uk

UKABIF aims to promote better understanding
of all aspects of Acquired Brain Injury; to educate,
inform and provide networking opportunities for
professionals, service providers, planners and policy
makers and to campaign for better services in the UK.
UKABIF is a membership organisation and charity,
established in 1998 by a coalition of organisations
working in the field of Acquired Brain Injury.
For further information, please contact:
Chloë Hayward, UKABIF
T: 0845 6080788
M: 07903 887655
E: info@ukabif.org.uk
www.ukabif.org.uk
UKABIF – giving a voice to Acquired Brain Injury
Design: www.pandrdesign.com

INTERN WANTED FOR 3 MONTHS ASAP
Working with UKABIF, this is a home-based (ideally South-East or
South-West) parliamentary/social media project for a student/graduate.
A weekly allowance and expenses are available.
For more information please email: info@ukabif.org.uk
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Advertising opportunities
Available in the UKABIF News Report which is
published biannually.
To discuss these further, please contact:
Chloë Hayward
E: info@ukabif.org.uk
T: 0845 6080788 or 0345 6080788
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