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WASTE AND RECYCLING COMPANIES PREPARE TO TAKE PART IN A
SAFETY STAND DOWN TO KEEP COMMUNITIES SAFE DURING BACK TO
SCHOOL SEASON

Stand Down Will Create a Platform for Companies and Organizations Nationwide to Improve Health and Safety of
Employees and Communities this Fall
(WASHINGTON, DC)—July 6, 2016—The National Waste & Recycling Association (NWRA) today announced the
launch of its third safety stand down with an emphasis on keeping communities safe during the back to school season.
NWRA’s Back to School Safety Stand Down will provide information and guidance material to address driver
distractions, benchmarked successful practices and operations planning for waste and recycling collectors to improve
safety in school zones and bus stops around them.
The 2016 NWRA Safety Stand Down on Back to School Safety launches on August 22 with a weeklong training and
awareness initiative focused around added safety precautions to protect students, teachers and families from harm
during this busy season. This NWRA Safety Stand Down will include a daily focus on safety issues related to
managing distractions, creating safe behaviors, and implementing operational controls that will help keep streets safer
while more buses and cars are on the roadways including parents driving their children to school to teachers and
college students heading in to their classes. This Safety Stand Down will conclude on August 26, 2016.
NWRA has made safety its top priority, a pledge shared by its member companies. This Stand Down will provide
participating companies, partner organizations and other interested entities with the tools, guidance and support
necessary to move the needle on incidents in school zones and overall road safety from the perspective of the waste and
recycling industry. NWRA has made this program free for all participants as a public service.
Approximately 100 children in the United States are killed every year while walking to or from school and another
25,000 children sustain injuries as a result of school zone accidents.
“The purpose of the NWRA Safety Stand Down is to raise awareness, prevent, and teach waste and recycling industry
workers and employers about working on busy streets during this season and provide valuable resources to address
these concerns’, said NWRA President and CEO Sharon H. Kneiss. Safety is everyone’s responsibility; this is
something we take very seriously. With that, we seek to do our part through this Stand Down and we invite other
industries and stakeholders to join us in this effort.”
NWRA’s Stand Down will partner with other safety organizations that communicate to youth groups, pedestrians,
employers and drivers of all ages to help promote and communicate a shared commitment to safety on the roadways
and around school zones and bus stops to protect the communities this industry serves.
This Stand Down comes on the heels of the highly successful NWRA Stand Down on Water. Rest. Shade in May that
reached nearly 70 percent of the industry.
Participation in the NWRA Safety Stand Downs involves waste and recycling companies’ commitment to focusing
employees safety sessions during the week on back to school safety; conducting a risk assessment and review of
policies and procedures; and posting Stand Down information at facilities and on social media sites to make employees
aware of this effort.

NWRA encourages companies and partners in the waste and recycling industry to register for this Stand Down and
thereby contribute toward a Safer, Smarter, Stronger waste & recycling industry.
“NWRA, its members and partners in this Stand Down, are committed to safety. This is one of multiple efforts
NWRA is leading to move the needle on safety in our industry for our workers and the communities we serve,” said
Kneiss.
Additional details about the Stand Down can be found at: https://wasterecycling.org/safety/safety-stand-down . The
Safety Stand Down effort is using the social media hashtags #SchoolStreetsNeighbors #BackToSchoolSafety
As the designated Secretariat for ANSI Standards for the waste and recycling industry for more than fifty years,
NWRA also coordinates the ongoing development of new and revised standards for both equipment and protective
gear.
ABOUT NWRA
The National Waste & Recycling Association is the leading organization providing leadership, advocacy, research,
education and safety expertise for the waste and recycling industries. NWRA advocates at the Federal, State and
Local levels on all issues of importance to our member companies as they provide safe, economically sustainable
and environmentally sound services to communities in all 50 states and the District of Columbia.
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