
  

  

 WE NEWSLETTER 
 DECEMBER 2015 

Dear Members, 
 
As we approach the end of 2015, we are pleased to report our last few 
months have been “eventful”. Women in ETFs (WE) is thriving with strong 
membership growth and participation in our diverse activities – educational, 
social, charitable – and also events focused on professional development. The 
membership total is now over 1,500 and we are excited about the profile of 
our members, who come from many different parts of the ETF industry, and are 
at both early and advanced stages of their careers. About 2/3 of our 
members are at the Vice President, Associate, Analyst level and half have 5 
years or less in the ETF industry, which means their involvement in WE can have 
a meaningful impact on their future careers. We have also seen an increase in 
the % of men WE members and at our events, showing broad support for the 
WE goals of advancing the contribution of women in the ETF industry.  
 
Our focus for the last few months and has been on events at the global 
chapter level and on our education program, helped by the launch our 
webcast platform as a way of reaching members beyond the cities where we 
have chapters. Webcasts on Active ETFs and Strategic Beta Strategies were 
held in the fall, featuring expert panelists, including several drawn from our 
membership. The key chapter events for the Fall were the celebration of the 
First Anniversary of chapters in several cities (see details below). Also monthly 
social gatherings, were initiated by many chapters to provide a regular forum 
for members to network and share ideas informally. Topics at chapter events, 
included Robo Advisors, Women’s Representation in the Fund Industry, ETFs 
Behind the Curtain, and Smart Beta.  
 
We are looking forward to even more activities and programs in 2016. Our 
third annual breakfast at the Inside ETFs conference in Florida in January will 
mark the 3rd Anniversary of the launch of WE. This year we will have a very 
special participatory program with table discussions and an interactive session 
on key issues and trends in the ETF industry. Look for an invitation to register in 
the next few weeks where we will solicit your views on the topics we address at 
the event.  
 
A highlight global WE event early this Spring will be our second annual WE 
celebration of International Women’s Day during the week of March 8 as we 
“Ring the Bell for Gender Equality” at ceremonies at stock exchanges around 
the world to help raise awareness for women’s economic empowerment. Our 
impact will be even larger this year as WE is partnering with several other 
global organizations including UN Global Compact, Sustainable Stock 
Exchanges Initiative, UN Women, World Federation of Exchanges and the IFC. 
We are happy to report we already have 12 confirmed exchanges including: 
CBOE, London Stock Exchange, Euronext (Paris, Amsterdam, Brussels and 
Lisbon), Toronto Stock Exchange, New York Stock Exchange, BATS, Nasdaq, 
Hong Kong Exchanges and Clearing, SIX Swiss Exchange, Borsa Italiana, 
Deutsche Borse and the Australian Stock Exchange. So clear your schedules to 
attend an exchange bell-ringing event in your region - for example, in NYC we 
are likely to have events at BATS, Nasdaq, and NYSE on March 7 and 8.  
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Look in your email for a Membership Planning Survey in the next few weeks to 
identify topics of interest and identify those of you who can share their 
expertise on specific topics. We would very much appreciate your taking this 
opportunity to share your views and also update your Membership Profile. We 
hope you have enjoyed the benefits of connecting with other members at 
events or webcasts this year. Please volunteer to Chapter or Committee 
Heads if you want to become a part of a specific program or initiative. Spread 
the word of the benefits of membership and look forward to seeing you in 
2016, at events ranging from education to professional development and 
networking. 
 
We wish members a wonderful holiday season and a happy and healthy 2016! 
 
As always, please reach out to us with any questions or comments 
at board@womeninetfs.com 
 
Joanne Hill and Sue Thompson 
WE Co-Presidents 
 
AUGUST 5, 2015 

WE WASHINGTON/BALTIMORE | SUMMER SOCIAL 
 

 

WE WASHINGTON/BALTIMORE kicked off a 
series of monthly happy hours every First 
Wednesday, to continue the mission to 
Connect, Support, and Inspire women in the 
ETF industry in the DC area and beyond. 

  
AUGUST 6, 2015 

WE CHICAGO | MONTHLY HAPPY HOUR 
 

 

Monthly happy hour (self funded). It will take 
place on the first Thursday of every month. 
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AUGUST 17, 2015 

WE ASIA PACIFIC | KICK OFF EVENT 
 

 

On August 17, WE Asia Pacific kick started its 
first event at the Hong Kong Exchange 
Exhibition Hall. The event was well attended 
with 80 participants including both men and 
women from the ETF industry...READ MORE. 

  
AUGUST 20, 2015 

WE CANADA | AUGUST NETWORKING EVENT 
 

 

Members enjoyed drinks and networking 
with members of the local ETF ecosystem at 
CC Lounge and Restaurant located in 
Toronto. CC Lounge takes its inspiration from 
the prohibition era and is housed in the 
historic Beardmore Building on Front Street. 
Home to North America’s first whiskey 
tunnel, which showcases over 100 varieties 
of whiskey...READ MORE. 

  
AUGUST 26, 2015 

WE NEW YORK | AUGUST NETWORKING EVENT 
 

 

On August 26th, WE New York hosted its 
second monthly networking event at Inside 
Park at St. Bart’s. Women from S&P Dow 
Jones, BlackRock, Deutsche Bank, 
ProShares, VanEck, and Citi Group enjoyed 
a cold glass of rose and lively conversation 
during a summer evening in Manhattan. 
Attendees at the first two monthly 
networking events...READ MORE. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

http://womeninetfs.com/?page=WEAsiaPac_KickOff
http://womeninetfs.com/?page=WECAN_AugNetwrk15
https://womeninetfs.site-ym.com/?WENYC_AugNet


 
SEPTEMBER 2, 2015  

WE LONDON | BLOOMBERG BREAKFAST PANEL 
 

 

Women in ETFs Bloomberg Breakfast Panel 
was held on September 2, 2015 in London. 
The discussion topic was on "Smart Beta - 
Trends and evolution of a new investment 
paradigm"...READ MORE. 

  
SEPTEMBER 3, 2015  

WE CHICAGO | MONTHLY HAPPY HOUR 
 

 

Monthly happy hour (self funded). It will take 
place on the first Thursday of every month. 

  
SEPTEMBER 9, 2015 

WE WEBCASTS | ACTIVE AND STRATEGY INDEX ETFs 
 

 

WE is excited to launch the first webcast on 
our own brand new technology platform 
with a distinguished panel of speakers who 
joined us to talk about “Active & Strategy 
Index ETFs”. In the last 10 years, there has 
been a 24% increase in asset growth for ETFs. 
As the asset management industry 
continues to address the challenges of 
providing solutions to investors...READ MORE. 

  
SEPTEMBER 9, 2015 

WE WASHINGTON/BALTIMORE | WE FIRST WEDNESDAY 
 

 

Monthly happy hours every First Wednesday, 
to continue the mission to Connect, Support, 
and Inspire women in the ETF industry in the 
DC area and beyond. 
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SEPTEMBER 17, 2015 

WE CANADA | END OF SUMMER BARBECUE 
 

 

Aside from delicious sliders, pulled pork and 
oysters, WE Canada’s End of Summer BBQ 
was a great success with over 130 industry 
professionals in attendance. Inspiring 
remarks by chapter heads Tanya Rowyntree 
and Deborah Frame, along with guest 
speaker Lesley Marks, Senior Vice President 
and Chief Investment Officer for 
Fundamental Canadian Equities with BMO, 
led many attendees to take...READ MORE. 

  
SEPTEMBER 29, 2015   

WE CHICAGO | ONE YEAR ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
 

 

On September 29th, the Women in ETFs 
Chicago Chapter leadership hosted a one 
year anniversary celebration at RM 
Champagne Salon, sponsored by 
PowerShares QQQ. Our founders reflected 
as we continue to Connect, Support and 
Inspire women in the...READ MORE. 

  
OCTOBER 1, 2015 

WE CHICAGO | MONTHLY HAPPY HOUR 
 

 

Monthly happy hour (self funded). It will take 
place on the first Thursday of every month. 
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OCTOBER 6, 2015  

WE NEW YORK | ONE YEAR ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
 

 

The New York chapter of Women in ETFs 
celebrated our one year anniversary with 
over 100 members and guests at The 
McKittrick Hotel's Gallow Green Rooftop. The 
rooftop was an amazing backdrop to toast 
to a terrific first year for our...READ MORE. 

  
OCTOBER 7, 2015 

WE ASIA PACIFIC | CHARITY DRINKS 
 

 

WE Asia Pacific chapter held a charity 
fundraising evening on Wednesday 7th 
October in Hong Kong. It was a fantastic 
evening with 70 supporters from the industry 
in attendance...READ MORE. 

  
OCTOBER 9, 2015 

WE CANADA | THE FUHR-BERMAN EXCHANGE 
 

 

Kicking off the WE CANADA breakfast series 
with The Fuhr-Berman Exchange. 
 
Canada is poised for explosive ETF growth 
according to The Fuhr Berman Exchange 
held on October 9th as a part of WE 
Canada’s breakfast series. Hosted by Clare 
O’Hara, reporter for The Globe and Mail, 
and featuring panelists...READ MORE. 

  
OCTOBER 15, 2015 

WE CANADA | OCTOBER NETWORKING EVENT 
 

 

Members enjoyed drinks and networking 
with members of the local ETF ecosystem at 
CC Lounge and Restaurant located in 
Toronto. CC Lounge takes its inspiration from 
the prohibition era and is housed in the 
historic Beardmore Building on Front Street. 
Home to North America’s first whiskey 
tunnel, which showcases over 100 varieties 
of whiskey...READ MORE. 
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OCTOBER 28, 2015 

WE NEW YORK | OCTOBER NETWORKING EVENT 
 

 

Despite pouring rain, the WE NY chapter 
hosted over 20 chapter members at 
Bookmarks Lounge in the Library Hotel. 
Members across the ETF industry, including 
BlackRock, BNY Mellon, CSOP Asset 
Management, Deutsche Bank, Merrill Lynch, 
MSCI, SIX Group, Wisdom Tree, Van Eck, 
joined for mingling and...READ MORE. 

  
OCTOBER 29, 2015 

WE WASHINGTON/BALTIMORE | EDUCATIONAL EVENT: ETFs - A LOOK 
BEHIND THE CURTAIN 

 

 

The WE Washington/Baltimore chapter 
hosted an Educational Panel with the 
Georgetown Center for Financial Markets 
and Policy on October 29th. The event 
opened with keynote from Joanne Hill from 
ProShare Advisors...READ MORE. 

  
NOVEMBER 5, 2015  

WE CHICAGO | MONTHLY HAPPY HOUR 
 

 

Monthly happy hour (self funded). It will take 
place on the first Thursday of every month.  
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NOVEMBER 6, 2015 

WE PARIS | ROBO ADVISORS 
 

 

The recently launched Robo Advisors in 
France, which are offering the possibility to 
invest in ETFs via insurance linked wrappers, 
are seen as opportunities for ETFs' growth in 
France. However, specific challenges 
were highlighted during the panel discussion 
such as...READ MORE. 

  
NOVEMBER 9, 2015 

WE CHICAGO | WOMEN'S REPRESENTATION IN THE FUND INDUSTRY & ON BOARDS 
 

 

WE Chicago hosted a 'members-only' 
discussion around women's representation in 
the fund industry and on boards. Laura 
Lutton, Morningstar's Director of Manager 
Research and Linda-Eling Lee, MSCI's Global 
Head of ESG Research, reviewed their firms' 
recent study...READ MORE. 

 
NOVEMBER 17, 2015 

WE NEW YORK | NOVEMBER NETWORKING EVENT 
 

 

WE New York was pleased to team up with 
FTSE Russell & the London Stock Exchange 
for our Monthly Networking Event with drinks 
and mingling...READ MORE. 

  
NOVEMBER 19, 2015 

WE WEBCASTS | PERSPECTIVES ON ALLOCATIONS TO STRATEGIC BETA ETFS 
 

 

In a very engaging and interactive 
discussion with our accomplished panelists, 
the webcast focused on the philosophy 
behind investments in Strategic Beta ETFs 
and why it has grown in recent years, 
differentiation between the first generation 
and second generation weighting schemes, 
portfolio implementation and how to 
construct a strategic portfolio...READ MORE. 
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NOVEMBER 19, 2015 

WE CANADA | NOVEMBER NETWORKING EVENT 
 

 

Members enjoyed drinks and networking 
with members of the local ETF ecosystem at 
The Bottom Line Restaurant & Bar located in 
Toronto. In addition, this year WE Canada 
got involved with Santa Comes to Bay 
Street. In its 12th year, Santa Comes to Bay 
Street (SCTBS) fulfills the wishes...READ MORE. 
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