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Opening Remarks (3-4 Minutes)
Good afternoon. We've spent the day examining treaties and the rule of law from a variety of perspectives. Our final conversation turns to one of the most pressing issues confronting legal systems today: how law, institutions, and international cooperation respond to climate change and environmental degradation.
Environmental challenges are inherently transnational. Climate change, biodiversity loss, wildlife trafficking, water scarcity, and ecosystem decline do not respect political boundaries. Yet implementation remains deeply local, dependent on institutions, governance, science, and public trust.
We're fortunate to be joined by two distinguished leaders whose careers span international diplomacy, environmental law, wildlife conservation, and public administration.
Introductions
Griffin Thompson is a retired State Dept official who served as a lead U.S. climate change negotiator under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and headed the U.S. delegation to the International Renewable Energy Agency. He most recently served as climate-change expert to the Mission of the Holy See to the UN and now teaches climate change, energy, ethics, and technology at LUC. 
Martha Williams served as Director of the FWS after leading the Montana Dept of FW and Parks. Her career has included environmental litigation, federal and state environmental leadership, and teaching environmental and natural resources law.

I. Treaties and Environmental Governance: What Works? (12 Minutes)
To Griffin
You've spent much of your career negotiating international climate agreements. What do people most misunderstand about what international environmental agreements can realistically accomplish? 
Follow-Ups
1. Has the global climate treaty process been more successful than its critics acknowledge?
1. What can treaties do well?
1. What can they not do?
1. Is implementation ultimately more important than negotiation?
To Martha
From the perspective of wildlife conservation, how important are international agreements compared to strong domestic institutions and effective enforcement?
To Both
If environmental outcomes depend on both international commitments and domestic implementation, which side of that equation deserves more attention today?

II. Climate Change: Law, Politics, and Human Behavior (12 Minutes)
To Griffin
You've taught climate change, ethics, and technology in addition to working as a diplomat and negotiator. Is climate change fundamentally a legal problem, a political problem, or a moral problem? 
Follow-Ups
1. What role can law realistically play in changing behavior?
1. Are we asking too much of courts and treaties?
1. How should lawyers think about obligations to future generations?
Holy See Question
You recently served as climate-change expert to the Mission of the Holy See to the UN. How does a values-based or ethical framework change the climate discussion? 
To Martha
Does that resonate with your experience in conservation? Are successful conservation efforts ultimately about values and stewardship as much as law and regulation?

III. Conservation, Biodiversity, and Wildlife Protection (12 Minutes)
To Martha
Your career has focused extensively on species protection and wildlife conservation. How has the conversation around biodiversity changed during your professional lifetime?
Follow-Ups
1. Are we paying enough attention to biodiversity loss?
1. What lessons can climate advocates learn from conservation efforts?
1. Where have international conservation frameworks been most successful?
CITES Question
You have spoken about participating in international conservation meetings where countries advocated passionately for protection of their own species. What did that teach you about the potential of international cooperation?
To Both
Why do some people who are skeptical of climate policy nevertheless strongly support efforts to combat wildlife trafficking or prevent species extinction?

IV. Conservation and the Rule of Law in Real Time (10 Minutes)
To Martha
One of the most significant recent developments in environmental law is the FWS September 2026 memorandum interpreting the Endangered Species Act's prohibition on "take" following the new Harm Rule. The memorandum adopts a narrower interpretation, focusing on affirmative conduct intentionally directed at particular animals rather than habitat modification that indirectly harms species. 
How significant is this development for endangered species conservation in practical terms?
Follow-Ups
· Does this represent a fundamental shift in how wildlife protection will operate? What consequences might this have for habitat-based conservation strategies?
1. How should agencies balance statutory text, scientific evidence, and conservation objectives?
1. What challenges arise when legal interpretation and conservation goals point in different directions?
To Griffin
Do you see parallels between these debates and current disputes involving climate regulation and agency authority?

V. Federal, State, Tribal, and Local Innovation (8 Minutes)
To Martha
Having served in both state and federal leadership positions, where have you seen environmental governance work most effectively?
Follow-Ups
1. What role should states play?
1. What makes federal-state partnerships succeed?
1. Where are you seeing innovation?
To Griffin
You have suggested that future progress may come increasingly from local, state, and regional actors. What developments are you watching most closely?
Tribal Nations
Given today's earlier discussions, what role can tribal nations play in conservation, environmental stewardship, and climate resilience?

VI. Emerging Challenges (8 Minutes)
Climate Litigation
What role should courts play in shaping climate and environmental policy?
Technology and Energy Demand
Artificial intelligence and data centers are driving substantial new energy demand. How should policymakers think about balancing innovation and sustainability?
To Both
What environmental challenge is currently underestimated by lawmakers and legal institutions?

Audience Q&A (8-10 Minutes)

Closing Round (5 Minutes)
Final Question to Both
We've spent the day discussing treaties and the rule of law. Looking ahead ten years, what will matter most in addressing environmental challenges:
1. international agreements,
1. domestic institutions,
1. technological innovation, or
1. changes in human behavior and values?

