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COVID-19 Exception 

Extended through June 30, 2022, APT Approved Providers may temporarily offer "contact" hours for online 
continuing education if the training meets all of the following conditions:  

1. is offered via a synchronous telehealth format that has interactive capabilities to ensure full attendee 
presence and engagement throughout the duration of the training,  

• The training must be held in a live (real-time) webinar format that allows interactive audio and video 
between learner(s) and instructor(s) (examples include ZOOM, WebinarNinja, GoToWebinar, 
WebEx, among others).  

• Recorded videos do not qualify for contact CE.  

2. is limited to 40 participants or less,  
3. length of play therapy training is a minimum of two hours,  

4. includes the following statement on promotional materials and on the certificate of attendance: 
Due to COVID-19 health concerns, this one-time online event has been approved by APT for (# hrs) 
CONTACT CE Hours 
5. includes a post test appropriate for assessing post graduate level learning. APT’s standard guidelines for 

post tests are 6-8 questions per CE credit hour with the majority written in multiple choice format. 

* Contact APT to determine the appropriate number of questions for extensive programs offering more 
than two days of CE. 

6. Trainings must be advertised either as non-contact or contact, not depending on the number of 
registrants. 

Review the COVID-19 FAQs and contact APT with any questions.   
 
Hybrid Events under the *COVID-19 Exception  
Hybrid events include a combination of contact and non-contact training. For example, simultaneous 
instruction to both in-person and virtual audiences or the use of contact training in addition to home study 
resources (books, printed materials, videos).  See Standard 05 of the APT Criteria & Standards for non-
contact training requirements. 
Under the COVID-19 Exception, hybrid events include in-person and/or live webinar with interactive 
capabilities Interaction with instructor(s) in real time, minimum of two hours, 40 participant max., and 
completion of post test for non-contact hours.  
 
Non-Contact Training 
Approved Providers are welcome to continue offering non-contact training to groups larger than 40 and 
awarding non-contact play therapy hours in accordance with the Approved Provider Standards. 

 

It is the responsibility of the Approved Provider to abide by APT Criteria & Standards.  
Failure to meet any of the Standards will result in APT credit not being awarded, and put the Approved 
Provider status in jeopardy. 

https://www.a4pt.org/page/TemporaryConditionFAQ
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.a4pt.org/resource/resmgr/education_&_training/Approved_Provider_CS.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.a4pt.org/resource/resmgr/education_&_training/Approved_Provider_CS.pdf

