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AABANY Welcomes NAPABA Northeast Region
Affiliates to 4th Annual Fall Conference
n Saturday, September 21, AABANY will
proudly present its 2013 Fall Conference and
NAPABA Northeast Regional: “Making an Impact” at
Weil Gotshal & Manges LLP’s offices in midtown
Manhattan.
Attendees will have the opportunity to participate in
a full day of CLEs on cutting-edge topics ranging
from crowd-funding and government investigations
to office politics and big pharma. Law Firm Pitch
Sessions and the 2nd Annual Trial Advocacy
Program (“TAP”) are being offered this year, both
back by popular demand. Other programs include
the invitation-only In-House Counsel Forum and
a pair of judicial forums, one featuring state court
judges and one featuring federal court judges. AABANY will also launch its newest committee, the
Career Placement Committee, which will be
holding the inaugural AABANY Career Ex-
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change at the Conference.
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on Fisher v. University of Texas at Austin, the
recent U.S. Supreme Court decision concerning
the issue of affirmative action in public university
admissions procedures. The Hon. Pamela Chen,
of the Eastern District of New York, will moderate the panel, whose distinguished speakers will
include attorneys who argued and briefed the
issues before the U.S. Supreme Court.
Other panels not-to-be-missed include the everpopular General Counsel Roundtable, where
GCs will discuss the challenges of managing their
CEO and Board, managing down, and cutting legal
spend while maintaining the same high quality
output; The Partner Track, which will discuss
the challenges faced by Ingrid Yung, the fictional
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Asian-American Bar Uses Reenactments of Historic Events as a
“Teaching Tool”
By Tania Karas
New York Law Journal Reporter

A

roomful of attorneys was transported last
Thursday to the early 1940s, [when,] soon after
the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, JapaneseAmericans on the West Coast were forced from
their homes and into internment camps. Nisei
men—first-generation Japanese-Americans born in
the United States—could still be drafted to fight for
the country that had stripped them of their constitutional rights.
Photo by Steven Wu

Before an audience of about 200 gathered
at Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft, 13 members of
(Continued on page 4)
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Letter from the President
on June 18th. With over 125 people in attendance,
including in-house attorneys from 46 different orany of you are probably ganizations, the Committees’ Chairs took a longreading this issue of the standing successful event to new and greater
AABANY Advocate while in attend- heights.
ance at our 4th Annual Fall ConProsecutors’ Committee celebrated its
ference, which is also serving as AABANY’s
th
5
anniversary
at NYCLA on June 19th. Among the
AABANY President this year’s NAPABA Northeast
Mike Huang
Regional Conference. I welcome more than 130 attendees were U.S. Attorney
all the members of our fellow Northeast affiliates Preet Bharara (SDNY); District Attorneys Robert
and the members of NAPABA’s leadership that Johnson (Bronx), Daniel Donovan (Richmond),
have joined us in New York City. I am excited Kathleen Rice (Nassau) and Cyrus Vance, Jr. (New
about the diversity and strength of this year’s pan- York); and Special Narcotics Prosecutor Bridget
els and CLEs and I thank all the participants, or- Brennan (New York). The Hon. Lorna Schofield
ganizers and panelists for their hard work and (SDNY) and Hon. Pamela Chen (EDNY) were hondedication. Additionally, I would like to thank ored at the event as trailblazing judges. The treWeil Gotshal & Manges LLP for graciously offering mendous turnout, together with the caliber of attendees, is a testament to the strength of our
to host our Fall Conference/Northeast Regional.
Prosecutors’ Committee and I congratulate them
2013 has been a very busy year for AABANY. In on a terrific event.
our second quarter alone, AABAI’ve highlighted but a few
NY has garnered 7 awards or
of the many AABANY
recognitions for our members,
events of recent months,
held 7 special events, organized 14
AABANY’s
strength
is
not
deeach event an example
panels or CLEs, participated in 8
the breadth and reach
community educational and outrived from its leadership, but of
of
AABANY – from
reach programs, and held 6 procommunity-based
educafessional and social networking from its thousands of members
tional
programs
such
as
events. While the sheer number
“Tokyo Rose,” to priand supporters.
of accolades and events is impresvate sector business
sive, I am exceedingly pleased with
development and nethow each of these events and our
working events such as
efforts have not only raised the profile of AABAour
winetasting
reception,
to our Prosecutors’
NY, but also meaningfully enriched the lives and
Committee
celebration
that
drew a star-studded
careers of our members and our community.
crowd of the top prosecutors in New York City
During APA Heritage Month in May, AABANY and its surrounding areas.
and the Asian American Arts Alliance (a4) presented, “Iva: The Myth of Tokyo Rose, Allegiance As we continue to the second half of 2013, I enon Trial,” a fully staged theatrical production in- courage all our members to get more involved and
spired by the life and trial of Iva Toguri, a Japanese to get their colleagues and friends more involved in
American citizen accused of treason for allegedly AABANY. AABANY’s strength is not derived
broadcasting anti-American propaganda during from its leadership, but from the thousands of APA
WWII as the infamous “Tokyo Rose.” The pro- lawyers and law students that are members and/or
duction premiered at the Asia Society on May 16 th supporters of AABANY. Given our numerous
to a full house, followed by a May 17 th matinee committees and diversity of events, I am confident
performance which also played to a full house, that each of you can find your particular area of
with students from New York City schools in at- interest or expertise. This year’s theme for AAtendance. I am particularly thrilled at the oppor- BANY is “Making an Impact.” Our ability to do so,
tunity this production afforded AABANY to appeal however, starts with each of you. 
to and engage with new segments of the APA
Sincerely,
community.
Dear AABANY Members:

M

AABANY’s In-House Counsel and Corporate Law
Committees held their 6th Annual Wine Tasting &
Networking Reception at Inside Park at St. Bart’s

Mike Huang
AABANY President

The AABANY newsletter endeavors to share in a non-partisan fashion information of concern to the Asian American legal community of New York. The officers and
directors of AABANY do not necessarily share or endorse any particular view expressed in articles published in this newsletter. Statements published herein are those of
persons concerned about the Asian American legal community and willing to share their concerns with their colleagues. Proposed articles or letters to the editor should be
sent to AABANY Newsletter, Asian American Bar Association, Grand Central Station, P.O. Box 3656, New York, NY 10163-3656 or e-mail: main@aabany.org; submissions may be excluded or edited by virtue of space or other reasons. Private individuals may publish notices and advertisements, which the editors feel are of interest to
members on a space available basis at the following rates: 3.75” x 1” - $25.00; 3.75” x 1” - $40.00; 3.75” x 4.5” (quarter page) - $70.00; half page - $120.00; full page $220.00. For advertising information call AABANY at (718) 228-7206 or e-mail main@aabany.org.
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AABANY Profile: Peter Kim

Profile: Peter Kim, Executive Director of MOFAD
By Irene Tan
AABANY Young Lawyers Committee Co-Chair

P

Executive Director of
MOFAD, Peter Kim

eter Kim is the Executive Director of the Museum of Food and Drink (“MOFAD” or the
“Museum”). Prior to joining MOFAD, Peter was an
attorney at Debevoise & Plimpton LLP. Recently,
Peter helped MOFAD raise over $100,000 on Kickstarter for the Museum’s launch of its first exhibit
“BOOM: The Puffing Gun and the Rise of Breakfast
Cereal.”

was find a partner at Debevoise to work on the matter with me.
And it actually wasn’t very hard to find one. I think the fact that
a partner would take on a start-up non-profit organization like
this one really says a lot about Debevoise as a firm.
As MOFAD’s attorney, I helped them build a legal team and I set
up a lot of the organizational infrastructure under the hood. I
set it up as a 501(c)(3) and provided general legal counsel to the
organization.

AABANY Advocate: Thanks for taking the
time to speak with us and congrats on the launch of your I did pro bono for the organization for about a year. At that
first exhibit! Let’s start from the beginning. Why did point, Dave Arnold and I had grown quite close. I kept telling
you decide to pursue law as a career?
him that what he needed to do was find an executive that could
dedicate himself to moving the organization ahead. At the time
Peter Kim: I was a Peace Corps volunteer in Cameroon from MOFAD had no money, so that made finding prospects for this
2003 to 2005. It’s kind of counterintuitive but being in a relatively position quite difficult. It also had to be somebody Dave trusted,
lawless environment made me develop a greater appreciation for somebody who knew the mission of MOFAD, and was capable of
the law. Many people living in Cameroon couldn’t think about building a museum from scratch for no pay. Dave seemed to
the future as much because there was a lot of corruption and think that person was me. I was excited about the challenge and
there wasn’t a strong rule of law there. That experience made the possibility so that’s when I decided to hang up my lawyer
me realize that I wanted to become a lawyer. So I went to U shoes.
Penn for law school. I spent my third year of law school at Sciences Po and the Sorbonne in Paris and studied international law. Were you thinking about pursuing something other than
Then I went to work at Debevoise & Plimpton where I practiced law while you were practicing at Debevoise? I know a lot
international law and arbitration.
of lawyers who would rather pursue other interests but
feel like they have to practice law because they spent so
I read that MOFAD was your pro bono client before you much time and money obtaining their J.D. What kind of
became its Executive Director. How did that happen?
advice would you give them?
I really enjoyed working at Debevoise. It is a collegial environment and Debevoise is remarkably supportive of pro bono work.
So I took advantage of that and did a lot of pro bono work while I
worked there. That is something I definitely recommend to
young attorneys because you get a more holistic “soups to nuts”
experience working on cases that way.

I was actually very happy at Debevoise and I found the work very
satisfying. The one thing that made me feel a bit restless is that
being a lawyer is a risk averse path and I’m not a risk adverse
person. While I had never taken a risk like this one before, it
seemed like now was the time do it. The concept was strong
and the time seemed right to create a museum like this one now.

I always had an interest in food from a young age—particularly, For those lawyers who want to do something else, it’s pretty
food science. I was actually studying at the French Culinary Insti- cliché but follow your heart. I faced those issues too—and
Photo by Paul Adams
tute on the weekends while I was working at Debevoise. During
that time, I found out about a fundraiser that was being held for
MOFAD. The founder of the Museum, Dave Arnold, was hosting a 9-course lunch where each course had some museum
theme to it and was prepared by a respected chef. When I
heard about it, I just had to go!
There was one course on ancient Rome where Mark Ladner
wheeled out a whole ostrich and served it with garum, a traditional Roman fish sauce. Another course focused on food that
the Native Americans ate and another that examined fad diets.
With each course, the chefs presented their research and dishes.
I found it really interesting to combine this very sensory experience of eating with this process of what it means to eat. So I
sent out a cold email to the Museum offering pro bono help and I
actually got a response back. The next thing that I needed to do
AABANY ADVOCATE

Peter Kim stands on a demo rig in a warehouse in Bushwick, Brooklyn, a puffing gun that
was used to promote an exhibit on “puffed” foods. Here, puffed rice explodes into the
warehouse, as the force of the puff shatters the rig’s plexiglass walls. (Continued on page 10)
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Committee Profile: Real Estate Committee

Real Estate Committee Kicks It Into High Gear
By Margaret Ling
AABANY Real Estate Committee Chair

T

he AABANY Real Estate Committee has had an active
Spring and Summer calendar of events.

On June 12, 2013, the AABANY Real Estate and Solo/Small Firm
Committees co-sponsored the “New York State Attorney General on Condos and Offering Plans: The Requirements” CLE,
hosted by Bank of America Home Loans. In light of new condominium development within the Asian community, this program
focused on the procedures involved when representing a potential developer of a new condominium in New York.
On June 24, 2013, the Committees co-sponsored “Recurring
Issues of a Foreign Purchaser in New York City” CLE, hosted by
Baker Tilly Virchow Krause, LLP. Over 75 real estate professionals attended this event, which covered the foreign purchaser
and banking, accounting, legal transactional, and estate tax issues
in conjunction with the purchase of properties in New York
City. Speakers included Todd Hedgpeth, Director of the International Tax Group at Baker Tilly Virchow Krause, LLP; Wendy
Cai-Lee, Senior Managing Director at East West Bank; Margaret
Ling, Senior Counsel at Summit Associates; and Pauline YeungHa, Partner at Grimaldi & Yeung, LLP.

On August 15, 2013, AABANY Real Estate Committee Chair Margaret Ling emceed the
New York East Chapter of the Asian Real Estate Association of America’s Inaugural Dinner
Gala. From L to R: NYSBA President Elect Glenn Lau-Kee, Congresswoman Grace
Meng, AABANY Executive Director Yang Chen, and AABANY members Wendy Yu, Margaret Ling, Karen Kim and Chanwoo Lee.

Board of Directors. Distinguished guests in attendance included:
Congressman Steve Israel; Deputy Secretary of State Marcos
Vigil; State Senator Toby Ann Stavisky; Councilman Peter Koo;
New York State Bar Association President-Elect Glenn Lau-Kee;
and AABANY Executive Director Yang Chen.

On July 9, 2013, the Committees, together with Citibank, N.A.,
and Summit Associates, hosted, “Claims Chronicles: Common
Title Claims Title Companies Face Today” CLE.
James
Thanasules, VP and Agency Counsel at First American Title Insurance Company, discussed common areas of fraud and mistakes which pervade everyday real estate transactions.

The Real Estate Committee is planning a busy Fall season as well,
On August 15, 2013, Margaret Ling emceed the 2013 Inaugura- with programs in the works on Hurricane Sandy, women in real
tion Dinner Gala of the Asian Real Estate Association of Ameri- estate, and the basics of real estate transactions. 
ca, New York East Chapter. Margaret is also a Founding Board
About the Author: Margaret Ling is Chair of the AABANY Real
Director and Secretary of the organization. Over 300 were in
Estate Committee and Senior Counsel at Summit Associates.
attendance, including Congresswoman Grace Meng who performed the swearing in ceremony of the incoming Officers and
(Continued from page 1)

For the past six years, the Asian American Bar Association of
New York (AABANY) has been reenacting historic events in
Asian-American legal history via hour[-]long performances at the
annual National Asian Pacific American Bar Association convention. The scripts incorporate key parts of original trial transcripts, court briefs, historic photographs, newspaper articles
and letters. Performances stay true to what actually happened—
right down to racial slurs used by judges and prosecutors as reflected in trial transcripts and documents.

the Asian American Bar Association of New York reenacted the
prosecutions of 63 Japanese-Americans who refused to report
for the draft until their rights as U.S. citizens were restored. The
men had been interned at the Heart Mountain Relocation Center in northwest Wyoming during World War II.
“As a limited rights citizen, I protest my drafting into the selective service,” Ona Wang, a corporate partner at Baker &
Hostetler, read from a March 1944 letter written by a young
Japanese-American to his local draft board in Palo Alto, Calif[ornia]. “I want to be a free citizen enjoying full citizenship status, enjoying all the rights and privileges of an American citizen
before I enter the military service.”
AABANY ADVOCATE

“It is a great teaching tool,” said Judge Denny Chin of the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, who narrated Thursday's event along with his wife, Kathy Hirata Chin, a Cadwalader
(Continued on page 5)
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Special Feature: NY Law Journal, cont’d
Appeals for the Tenth Circuit in Denver affirmed their convictions in Fujii v. United States, 148 F.2d 298 (1946).

(Continued from page 4)

partner. “It's important to introduce these events to new generations of Asian-Americans as well as all lawyers. They can see
how these issues have stood up over time, and hopefully see
how we can still apply these concepts to this day.”

In Okamoto, seven residents of the Heart Mountain camp were
convicted of conspiring to organize and aid the draft resisters. In
1945, the Tenth Circuit reversed the convictions of the seven,
holding that the jury should have been allowed to consider their
defense of civil disobedience. President Harry Truman pardoned
all wartime draft resisters, Nisei included, in 1947.

Each summer, a group of about a dozen AABANY members
work to track down original documents and incorporate excerpts into a performance script. They then begin many hours of
rehearsals.

In addition to Ona Wang, AABANY performers included Eastern
District Judge Kiyo Matsumoto, law clerks, a law firm consultant
and lawyers from Cadwalader; Duane Morris; Baker &
Hostetler; Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher; Phillips Lytle; Saito Law
Group; Varghese & Associates; Wollmuth Mahr & Deutsch; and
Fox Horan & Camerini.

“We are all learning together,” Chin said in an interview. “The
trick is to reduce it all into a coherent, dramatic, one-hour
presentation.”
AABANY has lent its scripts to Asian-American and mainstream
bar groups around the United States to present to their own
members.

The participants demonstrated how a draft resistance group
called the Fair Play Committee formed at the Heart Mountain
camp and urged Nisei not to report to a pre-induction physical
exam until they were given back their full rights as U.S. citizens.
However, the committee required that its members be ready to
take up arms for the United States once violations of their freedoms were rectified.

“Heart Mountain: Conscience, Loyalty and the Constitution” was
first performed at last November's national convention in Washington, D.C. This was the second time Cadwalader had invited
the AABANY to perform before a New York audience.

More than 110,000 Japanese-Americans were forced into internment camps during World War II, and more than 300 refused to
go to pre-draft physicals. Meanwhile, others fought in Europe as
part of the 442nd all-Nisei Regimental Combat Team.

AABANY members on Thursday played the roles of judges, FBI
agents, a newspaper columnist, defense counsel, prosecutors and
the defendants in United States v. Fujii, 55 F. Supp. 928 (D. Wy.
1944), and United States v. Okamoto, 152 F.2d 905 (10th Cir.
1946).

AABANY is now working on a script for a performance at the
national convention this fall of “22 Lewd Chinese Women,” the
story of 22 women who in 1874 arrived in San Francisco on a

In Fujii, all 63 men at Heart Mountain were convicted of evading
the draft and went to prison for three years. The U.S. Court of

(Continued on page 10)

AABANY ADVOCATE

5

SEPT 2013

AABANY Feature: 2Q 2013 Review

Spring and Summer Rundown
By Naf Kwun
AABANY Women’s Committee Co-Chair

A

ABANY members had a full and eventful second quarter,
whether they were participating in community events, organizing programs for legal professionals, or being recognized for
their individual or collective efforts in these areas. Below are
just highlights from the more than forty events from this past
quarter.

er this year at
Edwards Wildman
Palmer
LLP. Glenn Lau
-Kee, past AABANY
President and current
NYSBA
President-elect,
was the special
honoree.
In
June
2014,
Glenn will take his place as the first Asian American President of
NYSBA. Also honored were the recipients of AALFNY’s Community Service Scholarship Awards and the AALFNY-SABANY
Public Interest Fellowship.

Awards and Recognitions
May 24, 2013 AABANY President Mike Huang, Partner at Boies,
Schiller & Flexner LLP, was featured in the New York Law Journal
article, “Meet the Affinity Bar Group Presidents.”
May 24, 2013 AABANY Immediate Past President Jean Lee, Vice
President and Assistant General Counsel at JP Morgan Chase,
was elected to the Board of Directors of the Minority Corporate
Counsel Association (“MCCA”). The MCCA seeks to advance
the hiring, retention, and promotion of diverse attorneys in legal
departments and the law firms that serve them. Longtime AABANY member and Advisory Committee member Don Liu, Corporate Senior Vice President, General Counsel, and Secretary at
Xerox, also serves on the MCCA Board of Directors.

June 18, 2013 AABANY In-House Counsel and Corporate Law
Committees co-sponsored AABANY’s 6th Annual Wine Tasting
& Networking Reception, at Inside Park at St. Bart’s. This year’s
event was a great success, with over 125 people in attendance,
including in-house attorneys from 46 organizations, such as AIG,
BBC, Hess, JP
Morgan
Chase,
Prudential
and
Xerox.

June 14, 2013
The
Hon. Pamela K. Chen,
the newest United
States District Court
Judge (EDNY), was
inducted in a joyous
and entertaining investiture ceremony. Senator Charles Schumer,
who submitted Pamela
Chen’s name for judicial nomination, presented remarks. AABANY proudly supported Judge Chen’s nomination and we are gratified that she has
joined the prodigious bench of the Eastern District of New York.

June 19, 2013
The
AABANY
Prosecutors’
Committee celebrated its fifth
anniversary
at
NYCLA
with
over 130 people
in attendance; the event was co-sponsored by NYCLA’s Federal
Courts Committee. U.S. Attorney Preet Bharara (SDNY), District Attorneys Robert Johnson (Bronx), Daniel Donovan
(Richmond), Kathleen Rice (Nassau), Cyrus Vance, Jr. (New
York), and Special Narcotics Prosecutor Bridget Brennan (New
York) were on hand to join in the festivities at which trailblazing
judges the Hon. Lorna Schofield (SDNY) and the Hon. Pamela
Chen (EDNY) were also honored.

June 17, 2013 Rio Guerrero, Partner at Guerrero Yee LLP and
AABANY Immigration and Nationality Law Committee’s CoChair, was published in the Spring Edition of Minority Trial Lawyer,
a publication of the ABA’s Litigation Section. Rio explained how
the Supreme Court’s resolution of the same-sex marriage debate
may lead to increased immigration from same-sex couples in the
article entitled, “If DOMA Falls, Immigration will Rise.”

July 11, 2013 AABANY members presented “Heart Mountain:
Conscience, Loyalty and the Constitution,” a reenactment of the
historic World War II case of the 63 Japanese-American draft
resisters who were interned at Heart Mountain in Wyoming and
refused to report for U.S. military service until their rights as
citizens were restored. The AABANY group, which includes the
June 13, 2013 The Asian American Law Fund of New York Hon. Denny Chin (Second Circuit) and the Hon. Kiyo Matsumo(AALFNY), formerly the AABANY Foundation and AABANY's to (EDNY), develops and performs re-enactments of important
501(c)(3) affiliate, had its annual Summer Reception fundrais(Continued on page 7)
Special Events
May 16-17, 2013 AABANY and the Asian American Arts Alliance (a4) presented, "Iva: The Myth of Tokyo Rose, Allegiance
on Trial," at the Asia Society. (See page 9.)
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AABANY Feature cont’d: 2Q 2013 Review
ists included Vernon Chu, General Counsel at BBC Worldwide
Americas, Amin Kassam, Counsel at Bloomberg LLP, Caren
moments in Asian American legal history which are first per- Khoo, Assistant General Counsel at Verizon, and Anwesa Paul,
formed at the annual NAPABA convention in November. This Privacy Counsel at American Express. Panelists discussed how
program was free and offered attendees 1.5 CLE credits.
to identify in-house IP opportunities, when to make the move,
and how to land the job and succeed as an in-house lawyer.
July 24, 2013 AABANY co-sponsored New York’s premiere of
“Linsanity,” the feature documentary about NBA sensation Jere- June 26, 2013 AABANY Academic Committee held a program
my Lin. The film was the Opening Night Presentation of the entitled, “Paths to Law Teaching” for law students and practi36th annual Asian American International Film Festival (AAIFF), tioners interested in a career in teaching law and curious about
hosted by Asian CineVision at the Asia Society.
how the job market
has changed in recent
Panels and CLEs
years.
May 1, 2013 The New York Chapter of the American Constitution Society, The Hispanic National Bar Association, and AABAJuly 11, 2013
The
NY co-sponsored an immigration reform panel entitled,
Commercial Bank“Comprehensive Immigration Reform: What is the Plan? What
ruptcy/Restructuring
Works and What Doesn’t? Will the Bill Pass?”
and Intellectual Property Committees coMay 14, 2013 AABANY's Corporate Law Committee and Arsponsored a CLE pronold & Porter LLP presented a CLE entitled, "The Government's
gram
entitled,
Increased Focus on Insider Trading in the Private Fund Industry.”
“Intellectual Property
Speakers Lily Lu and Susan Shin, Partners at Arnold & Porter,
Issues in Bankruptcy.”
brought different perspectives and varied experience on insider Panelists discussed how bankruptcy and intellectual property law
trading investigations by the SEC.
can frequently intersect as shown in recent large bankruptcy
cases. Speakers included Alan Halperin, Founding partner at
May 15, 2013
AABANY co-sponsored a CLE entitled, Halperin Battaglia Raicht LLP, Michael Lynch, Partner at Kelley
"Intellectual Property Considerations in China: Doing Deals & Drye & Warren LLP, and Daniel Lowenthal, Partner at Patterson
Enforcing your Rights."
Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP.
Commercial Bankruptcy/
Restructuring Committee Co-Chair Vincent Roldan, Of Counsel
May 16, 2013 AABANY co-sponsored "Starting Your Own at Vandenberg & Feliu LLP, moderated.
Practice in New York” as part of a program hosted by the New
York State Bar Association. Panelists discussed how to start a July 17, 2013 The Litigation Committee organized a workshop
law practice and how to determine the right legal specialty. Pan- entitled “Deposition Bootcamp II,” back by popular demand after
elists also provided suggestions on how attendees could increase its successful debut last year. Participants engaged in a mock
their list of contacts and how to handle referral business.
deposition and received feedback and suggestions. The panelists
and AABANY Executive Director Yang Chen served as witnessMay 29, 2013 AABANY Young Lawyers Committee presented es and provided on-point critiques and advice.
an interactive workshop, "Planning for your Financial Future: An
Evening with Financial Advisors,” in which attendees learned July 18, 2013 Shearman & Sterling LLP, AABANY, KALAGNY,
about how to manage loans, create a spending and savings plan, and SABANY co-hosted a Résumé Review Workshop for Law
and plan for buying a home, raising a family, or retirement.
Students. Current 2L and 3L students in New York City attended the workshop and received comments and advice from seaJune 6, 2013 AABANY in collaboration with MinKwon Center soned attorneys on how to beef up, scale down and polish their
for Community Action co-sponsored a CLE program entitled résumés.
“Naturalization and Citizenship Application Assistance.” This
CLE helped prepare AABANY members who volunteered to July 31, 2013 As a follow-up to the July18 Résumé Review
offer pro bono counseling to attendees at the All-Day Citizenship Workshop, AABANY and KALAGNY collaborated on a Mock
Day Clinic, part of Interview Workshop for Law Students. This workshop is deMinKwon’s Sum- signed to teach students effective interview skills tailored to the
mer Pro Bono legal profession. Attendees got to participate in practice interClinics.
views and benefitted from feedback given by practicing attorneys.
(Continued from page 6)

June 6, 2013 AABANY Intellectual
Property Committee kicked off its
summer with a
panel on “In-House
IP Careers.” PanelAABANY ADVOCATE

Community Education and Outreach
May 15, 2013 AABANY co-sponsored a reception for LGBT
and South Asian Lawyers at Shearman & Sterling LLP. AALDEF
gave a special presentation on Asian American Support for SameSex Marriage. Attendees also had the opportunity to donate to a
scholarship fund for students who wished to attend the National
(Continued on page 8)
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AABANY Feature: 2Q 2013 Review, cont’d
participated in a restoration project for Habitat for Humanity.
The team worked through the summer heat wave to remove
damaged basement drywall and landscape a private community
yard located in Brooklyn, New York.

(Continued from page 7)

Queer Asian Pacific Islander Alliance conference.
May 19, 2013
Tsui Yee, CoChair of the Immigration and Nationality
Law
Committee, emceed “Community
Briefing: The Immigration
Reform
Debate” at the
Museum of Chinese in America (MOCA) in Chinatown. (See page 9.)

July 29, 2013 Tsui Yee, AABANY’s Immigration and Nationality
Law Committee co-chair, spoke on an LGBT Immigration CLE
panel. Panelists gave an in-depth discussion of the specific impact of the United States Supreme Court’s Windsor decision on
the LGBT Community. In addition, the panelists provided practitioners from all practice areas with the basics of green card
applications.
Networking
May 9, 2013 The Litigation Committee celebrated its first Happy Hour of 2013 at The Stag’s Head in midtown on the East
Side.

May 19, 2013 With a team organized by the Young Lawyers
Committee, AABANY participated in AIDS Walk in New York
City. Participants helped raise funds and awareness in the
struggle to find a cure for HIV/AIDS.

May 23, 2013 The Government Service and Public Interest
Committee held its first meeting of the year. Co-chairs Karen
Yau and YuJin Hong welcomed members and led a candid and
thoughtful discussion about the committee’s purpose and goals.

May 20, 2013 AABANY joined the Coalition for Asian American Children and Families and supporters at "Growing Numbers, Growing Impact: Mayoral Candidates Forum on Asian
Pacific Americans.” (See page 9.)

May 31, 2013 AABANY’s Membership
Committee
presented the second of its Get to
Know
AABANY
Happy Hours, this
time featuring the
Corporate
Law,
Young Lawyers and
Student Outreach
Committees. More than 70 attendees gathered at K2 Lounge
in the Rubin Museum of Art. It was a great way to wrap up
APA Heritage Month and a wonderful wind-down to a busy
week. All who attended enjoyed the space, the surroundings
and the good company.

June 6, 2013 AABANY joined several other bar associations to
co-sponsor “An Evening with the New York City Mayoral Candidates" at the New York City Bar. It was an informative and
engaging forum, and we thank New York City Bar for hosting it
and MBBA and Network of Bar Leaders for bringing the bar
groups together. AABANY live tweeted from the event and its
tweets got several re-tweets from the candidates.
June 7, 2013 AABANY took part in the 10th Anniversary Caren
Aronowitz Unity in Diversity Celebration at the New York
State Supreme Court Rotunda. AABANY provided samples of
Chinese Dim Sum from one of oldest tea parlors in Chinatown,
Nom Wah, to courthouse workers and members of the surrounding community.

June 5, 2013 The In-House Counsel and Women’s Committee
held a unique networking event at Drive495 entitled “Tee Off
Your Business Network,” designed for women attorneys interested in the professional and social benefits of golf.

June 8, 2013 AABANY, in collaboration with the MinKwon
Center, held an all day pro bono immigration clinic. Volunteers
offered interpreting services and legal advice on immigration to
visitors of the clinic.

July 20, 2013

July 9, 2013 AABANY held its annual
Summer Reception at
Kenyon & Kenyon
LLP. Our gracious
host was John Flock,
a Partner at the firm
and AABANY President in 1999. Attendees networked
while enjoying the
magnificent views of
lower Manhattan and New York Bay from the firm’s outdoor
terrace. Immediately following the reception,

Members of the Young Lawyers Committee
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(Continued on page 10)
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AABANY Celebrates APA History Month
By Yang Chen and Stephanie Yu
AABANY Executive Director, and AABANY Intern

M

was led by Andrea Louie, Executive Director of the Alliance, and
included Soriya Chum, the playwright and co-director of the production, Elena Chang, co-director and general manager, Yang
Chen, Executive Director of AABANY, Rehana Mirza, from MaYi Theater’s Writer’s Lab, and Eileen Rivera, from Leviathan Lab.
Both performances played to enthusiastic and engaged audiences
from New York’s diverse communities.

ay 1, 2013 AABANY President Mike Huang was published
in the New York Law Journal’s special edition for Law Day,
which coincided with the start of APA History Month. In his
article, “Asian Americans Find a Voice Within the Law,” Mike
observed that “the indifference toward Asian American equality
is a result of our having been classified under the rubric of the
‘model minority’ and thus viewed as achieving success by keeping
our heads down and working hard. But Asian Americans have
not achieved the success and equality that we are perceived to
have reached, particularly in the legal profession.” The full article
is available at bit.ly/pres_nylj.

May 18, 2013 The Coalition of Asian Pacific Americans hosted its 34th Annual Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Festival, the longest running
pan-Asian festival on the
East Coast, featuring concerts, dance performances,
presentations, martial arts,
taiko drums demos, and
outdoor activities. AABANY volunteers, including board members and officers, committee chairs, and members, ran a booth at
the day-long event held at Confucius Plaza in Manhattan Chinatown, chatting with members of the community and distributing
issues of AABANY’s quarterly newsletter and 2012 year-end
report.

May 3, 2013 AABANY joined and promoted Asia Society’s
“Celebrate Asian Pacific Heritage Month,” for an evening of free
museum tours, live jazz, specialty cocktails, Korean street food,
and discounted shopping.
May 8, 2013 AABANY and AALDEF co-sponsored a screening of
"Patsy Mink: Ahead of the Majority," the award-winning documentary about the first woman of color and of APA descent to
be elected to Congress, where Ms. Mink went on to co-author
Title IX, which required gender equity in education and athletics.
The presentation was followed by a lively Q&A session and
warm reception at the offices of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher &
Flom LLP.

May 19, 2013 Tsui Yee, Co-Chair of the Immigration and Nationality Law Committee, emceed “Community Briefing: The
Immigration Reform Debate” at the Museum of Chinese in
America (MOCA) in Chinatown. Hosted by OCA-NY and Chinese Progressive Association and co-sponsored by AABANY as
well as many APA Community Stakeholders, the briefing informed the Asian American community about the proposed
changes to overhaul the immigration system and discussed ways
that the community can impact comprehensive immigration reform before it becomes final. Featured speakers included Elizabeth R. OuYang, NY Chapter President of OCA-Asian Pacific
American Advocates, May Chen, Director of the Asian Pacific
American Labor Alliance, and Mae Lee, Executive Director of
Chinese Progressive Association.

May 8, 2013 AABANY congratulated Glenn Lau-Kee, guest
speaker at the Diversity Speaker Series at Kramer Levin, presented by the firm in honor of Asian Pacific American Heritage
Month. Kramer Levin hosted a discussion with Mr. Lau-Kee, who
will assume the position of President of NYSBA in June 2014.
May 16-17, 2013 AABANY and the Asian
American Arts Alliance
(a4)
presented,
"Iva: The Myth of Tokyo
Rose, Allegiance on Trial," at the Asia Society.
“Tokyo Rose” was a
fully staged theatrical
production inspired by
the life and trial of Iva Toguri, a Japanese American citizen accused of treason for allegedly broadcasting anti-American propaganda during WWII as the infamous "Tokyo Rose." The world
premiere on May 16 played to a full house, followed by a stimulating talkback led by the Hon. Denny Chin which included Kathy
Hirata Chin, Partner at Cadwalader, and Gurjot Kaur, Staff Attorney at the Sikh Coalition. Many audience members stayed for
the reception that took place afterwards at the Leo Bar upstairs
from the auditorium at Asia Society. The May 17 matinee performance also played to a full house, with many students from
New York City’s schools in attendance. The talkback afterwards
AABANY ADVOCATE

May 20, 2013 AABANY joined the Coalition for Asian American
Children and Families and supporters at "Growing Numbers,
Growing Impact: Mayoral Candidates Forum on Asian Pacific
Americans.” Over 500 community members gathered at this
event to listen to the Mayoral Candidates address key issues
affecting the APA communities, such as civic engagement, economic development, education, health, housing, immigration, and
social services. Richard Lui, NBC and MSNBC News Anchor,
moderated the forum. 
About the Authors: Stephanie Yu is an AABANY intern and graduate
of Binghamton University, Yang Chen (left) has served as the Executive
Director of AABANY.
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Cont’d

(Continued from page 1)

(Continued from page 8)

central character in Helen Wan’s book, The Partner Track: A Novel, as she strives to reach the elite ranks of law firm partnership,
and compare them with the real world challenges faced by APA
attorneys striving for the same goals today; and PostHurricane Sandy – One Year Later, which will examine the
impact of Hurricane Sandy and its effect on our communities.

July 25, 2013 AABANY held a midsummer happy hour at the Ainsworth
in the Chelsea neighborhood for its
mentors and mentees in the Mentorship Program. Mentees had an opportunity to catch up with their mentors
and network with fellow colleagues.
Attendees included those who were
interested in learning more about the
Mentorship Program from Julie Kwon, Coordinator of the Mentorship Program, and from participants in this year’s program.
The opening of registration for the 2013-14 Mentorship Program
was announced on July 23. 

The Conference will conclude with a Cocktail Reception where Professor Greg Robinson, Professor of History
at l'Université du Québec À Montréal, in Montreal, Canada, will
be awarded the AABANY Law Review Prize for his article
on Regan v. King, an important voting-rights case that arose during the Japanese-American internment of World War II.
The AABANY Mentorship Program will also launch its 2013-14
Mentorship Program and some of this year’s mentors and
mentees will have the opportunity be introduced to each other.
Following the reception, several AABANY committees will
host committee dinners at various locations throughout the
city.

About the Author: Naf Kwun is an associate at Lee Anav Chung White
& Kim LLP, where she practices commercial litigation and transactional law.
She is Co-Chair of the Women’s Committee and Editor-in-Chief of The
AABANY Advocate.
(Continued from page 5)

AABANY looks forward to hosting the Northeast Regional Conference in conjunction with its annual Fall Conference and welcomes all the region affiliates and their members to New York
for what promises to be an engaging and memorable event. 

ship carrying 600 immigrants from Hong Kong. Because the
women were traveling alone, California's immigration commissioner labeled them as prostitutes, ordered their detention and
attempted to send them back to Hong Kong. Their case reached
the U.S. Supreme Court, which ruled in Chy Lung v. Freeman, 92
U.S. 275 (1875), that the women would be allowed to stay in the
United States. 

About the Authors: William Wang (left) is a Partner at
Lee Anav Chung White & Kim LLP, and AABANY VP of Finance
and Development. James Yu (right) is a Partner at Seyfarth
Shaw LLP, and AABANY VP of Programs and Operations.

idea of a food related business and I eventually wanted to do
something entrepreneurial. MOFAD basically fell into my lap.

(Continued from page 3)

thinking about the debt can be soul crushing—but that’s no
reason to stubbornly stick with one path if you find something
tugging you in a different direction. You don’t ever want to
look back and wonder if you should have tried something different. Also, I’m pretty sure if I ever wanted to get back into
the legal profession, I could go back. Of course, I would have
lost a few years but at the very least I would have taken a risk
and done something different. And if I did go back being a lawyer, I really believe I would be a better lawyer for having taken
that risk because I can empathize with clients a lot more now
that I’ve experienced the hot seat myself.

What’s next on the horizon for you and MOFAD?
We have our eyes set on opening a brick and mortar museum.
Between now and then, our challenge is to create a dynamic
and substantive food museum without having four walls and a
roof. It is kind of fun to have these kind of constraints. We
will find every single way that we can to share our exhibits even
before we have a home.
Any last words of advice for our readers?

When did you first discover your interest in food? Did
you know that you wanted to pursue a career in it?

Always keep challenging yourself. If you ever find yourself too
comfortable, ask yourself if you’re really pushing yourself to be
the best person that you can be. It is not that being a lawyer is
so bad; I really liked it actually. I just found myself falling into a
really comfortable groove. The thing that is so great about
working at MOFAD is that every week I am looking at a new
set of tasks and asking myself how I am going to get them done.
But then I work with my team to figure out how to do it and
we go out there and do it. That feels good. You don’t need to
leave the legal profession to do this or even your firm or employer; but you do have to push yourself to try new things or
to take a risk when it presents itself. 

Like many people, I developed an early interest in cooking. I
basically started cooking as soon as I could reach the stovetop.
I had lots of experiments with food, mostly to ill effect. In high
school, I read a lot of books on food science and food history
and I always found it really interesting. Before the Peace
Corps, I was also an Emerson Fellow for the Congressional
Hunger Center where I worked on hunger and poverty policy
so I’ve also been exposed to that side as well. I’ve always had
this kind of holistic interest in food—not just the cooking of
food or eating of it—but the many different facets of it and how
it affects our culture and identities. I don’t know if I ever considered making a career out of it, but I certainly toyed with the
AABANY ADVOCATE

About the Author: Irene Tan is a compliance officer at American
International Group Inc. and an avid runner who is training for the 2013
NYC Marathon. She serves as Co-Chair of AABANY’s Young Lawyers Committee.

10

SEPT 2013

2000

Academic

Bankruptcy & Restructuring

AABANY ADVOCATE

11

SEPT 2013

Academic
Bankruptcy & Restructuring

AABANY ADVOCATE

12

SEPT 2013

