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Judge Kiyo Matsumoto:

Judge Kiyo Matsumoto

Humble & Understated, Historic Role Model
By Will Wang, Advocate Editor
Judge Kiyo Matsumoto does not even own a profile picture of
herself. Despite her record of accomplishment, spanning four years as a
Magistrate Judge in the Eastern District of New York and 21 years in
the Eastern District of New York’s U.S. Attorney's Office, surprisingly,
Judge Matsumoto does not own a single professional or otherwise profile-appropriate photo. But this is Judge Matsumoto. Kiyo Matsumoto
refuses to be sensationalized. She prefers understated excellence in
judicial service to self-promotion. Her intelligence and hard work are
legendary and enabled her to become only the third Asian American
federal district judge east of the Mississippi. On July 17, 2008, Judge
Kiyo Matsumoto was confirmed as a federal district court judge in the
Eastern District of New York.
Born in North Carolina and raised in Oakland, California,
Judge Matsumoto attended the University of California at Berkeley,
graduating with a bachelor’s degree in journalism. She obtained her J.D.
from Georgetown University Law Center, after which she became a
litigation associate at MacDonald, Hoague and Bayless, in Seattle, Washington. Thereafter, she joined the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Eastern
District of New York in 1983, where she was later appointed as a Deputy Chief, Chief of the Financial Litigation Unit, First Deputy Chief, and
Chief of the Civil Division. At the U.S. Attorney’s Office, she was also
an instructor in civil litigation, financial litigation and trial advocacy.
Reflecting on her time at the USAO, Judge Matsumoto said, “I was really
fortunate to have been surrounded by so many smart and talented lawyers at the U.S. Attorney’s Office. The guidance and training provided
by my colleagues was tremendous. I was given a lot of responsibility
early in my career and I worked with really terrific lawyers who were

willing to exchange ideas about our cases.”
She left the U.S. Attorney’s Office to become a Magistrate Judge in the Eastern District of New York in 2004. Judge Matsumoto was also an adjunct professor of legal
research and writing at Brooklyn Law
School, and at New York University School
of Law, where she taught a government civil
litigation clinic and seminar. Judge Matsumoto has been an ardent supporter and
active member of both AABANY and NAPABA throughout her legal career.
While Judge Matsumoto’s professional career has escalated quickly and is
filled with noteworthy accomplishments,
family is also a critical aspect of Judge Matsumoto’s life. Judge Matsumoto is a wife,
mother, sister and daughter; and each role
has its own story. She has been married for
23 years to her husband, Colin Lee. She
balanced raising four children (one son and
three daughters) along with the tremendous
responsibilities of her demanding career.
This balance of work-life and family is a testament to Judge MatsuPhoto Courtesy of Yang Chen
moto and her character. Of
course, the most poignant story
relating to Judge Matsumoto’s
family is her role as a daughter.
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Kiyo Matsumoto is the daughter of George and Kimi
Matsumoto, both of whom were born and raised in San Francisco. After Pearl Harbor, during World War II, George and
Kimi Matsumoto were confined in Internment Camps respectively in Arizona and Utah. George and Kimi Matsumoto have
certainly seen the worst the United States has to offer. They
were confined in a work camp because of their Japanese heritage. But they have also seen the best, as they saw their
daughter confirmed and inducted as a United States Magistrate
Judge, and now as an Article III Federal District Court Judge.
Judge Matsumoto is quick to point out that she does not deserve any credit or sympathy based on her parents’ experience, as she was not present in the internment camps, stating,
“I did not suffer like my parents and others of their generation
did.” Acknowledging that her parents suffered and persevered
through very difficult times, Judge Matsumoto is certainly
proud of her heritage and takes lessons from her parents’
Judge Kiyo Matsumoto poses for a photo at her Senate confirmation along with John Yang, and AABANY Judicial Affairs
Committee Co-Chairs, and past presidents Lai Sun Yee and Chris Chan.
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The last edition of this newsletter was published on Law Day and in celebration of
Asian Pacific American Heritage Month, my message then reflected on the confluence
between the Rule of Law -- the theme for Law Day 2008 -- and APA Heritage
Month. I wrote about how Asian American attorneys can further the Rule of Law by
remaining in touch with and being active in their own Asian American communities.
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Shortly after the May issue came out, Cyclone Nargis hit Myanmar, killing more than 20,000 people, injuring
more than 40,000 and leaving millions homeless. Not long after that, Sichuan province in China was hit with an
earthquake that killed nearly 70,000 people, injured more than 370,000 and displaced four million to eleven
million people.
Nearly four months have passed but relief and rebuilding efforts are ongoing. Just like New Orleans is not fully
recovered from Katrina three years hence (and efforts are currently being made to repair the damage and loss
from the recent Hurricane Ike), we can realistically expect that the survivors in Yangon, the Ayeryarwady Delta
and Wenchuan County will still be picking up the pieces three years from now. So why should we care?
Because not only are we lawyers, we are Asian
Americans, with roots in Asia. We may live and work
on this side of the Pacific, but our forefathers came
from the other side of the Pacific. We would be
incomplete as lawyers -- indeed, as human beings -- if
we forget our ties to the continent from which we or
our ancestors came. We cannot turn a blind eye to
the suffering that has devastated Asia in the month of
May. We cannot allow ourselves to forget the fallen.
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“First and foremost, however, we are
people and we have great capacity for
compassion and empathy. Let us do all
we can to help our brothers and sisters
in Asia. If you have already given, consider giving again.”

Within days of May 12, when the earthquake hit
Wenchuan County in Sichuan Province, a group of Chinese American physicians collected more than $60,000 to
provide disaster relief for victims of the earthquake. The Association of Chinese American Physicians (ACAP)
has been holding events to raise $2 million to help rebuild a hospital in Sichuan Province.
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And where are the Asian American lawyers in all of this?

Yasuhiro Saito
Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP

For starters, AABANY has joined with AALFNY, the Asian American Law Fund of New York, to create a disaster relief fund to solicit donations for Give2Asia.org and Save the Children. To kick-start the fund, AABANY
and AALFNY have jointly contributed $10,000. We invite and challenge the entire Asian American legal community to match and greatly exceed this initial donation. You can contribute by writing a check payable to Asian
American Law Fund of New York and mailing it to:

Sandra Ung

AABANY-AALFNY Disaster Relief Fund
PO Box 3656
Grand Central Station
New York, NY 10163
Also, on September 18, AABANY joined ACAP to host "Karaoke for a Cause" at Asia Roma in Chinatown, to
raise funds to help rebuild that hospital in Sichuan Province. We were able to raise over $5000 towards this
worthy cause. Thanks to those who donated money even though they were not able to participate in person. If
you're interested in donating to this effort or if you would like to learn more, please contact us at
main@aabany.org.
Remember: We are lawyers in America with roots in Asia. First and foremost, however, we are people and we
have great capacity for compassion and empathy. Let us do all we can to help our brothers and sisters in
Asia. If you have already given, consider giving again. Let us show that Asian American lawyers still care. —YC
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The AABANY newsletter endeavors to share in a non-partisan fashion information of concern to the Asian American legal community of New York. The officers and Cornel Christie
directors of AABANY do not necessarily share or endorse any particular view expressed in articles published in this newsletter. Statements published herein are Dick Kranzler

those of persons concerned about the Asian American legal community and willing to share their concerns with their colleagues. Proposed articles or letters to the
editor should be sent to AABANY Newsletter, Asian American Bar Association, Grand Central Station, P.O. Box 3656, New York, NY 10163-3656 or e-mail:
aabany.secretary@gmail.com; submissions may be excluded or edited by virtue of space or other reasons. Private individuals may publish notices and advertisements,
which the editors feel are of interest to members on a space available basis at the following rates: 3.75” x 1” - $25.00; 3.75” x 1” - $40.00; 3.75” x 4.5” (quarter page)
- $70.00; half page - $120.00; full page - $220.00. For advertising information call William Wang at 212-336-2204 or e-mail wwang@pbwt.com.
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Special Thanks to Richard Mar for
graphics assistance.
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Midsummer Night’s
Wine Tasting
By Anne Behk, Advocate Writer
During a balmy midsummer eve (June 25, 2008), AABANY’s Corporate Counsel Committee hosted a successful
Wine Tasting networking reception at the Divine Bar West,
located near Times Square. The event was organized by the Corporate Counsel Committee’s co-chairs, Yvette Chang and Michael Yap. A special thanks to the sponsors, Merrill Lynch
(AABANY's financial advisor), Hudson Reporting and the law firm
of Wollmuth Maher & Deutsch for making the event possible.
It was a strong turnout as evidenced by the more than
90 in-house counsel and corporate law firm attorneys. Among
the attendees were the current and past presidents of AABANY,
Yang Chen, Vincent Chang, Chris Chan and Andy Hahn. Yang
Chen thanked all of the organizers and sponsors for putting together such a great reception. Michael Yap encouraged everyone
to become active members of AABANY and reap its benefits
such as CLE functions. Andy Hahn stressed the importance of
Photo Courtesy of Francis Chin
building networking relationships among fellow attorneys.
In the midst of networking, guests sampled a myriad of
delightful international wines including Trefethen Chardonnay
Yang Chen addresses the large crowd of guests alongside Don Liu, General Counsel of Xerox Corporation and
Yvette Chang, AABANY Women’s Committee co-chair and Corporate Counsel Committee Chair.
(from Napa, California; bright & crisp with layers of lemon, apricot, Anjou pear, roasted nuts & spiced oak), Mudhouse Sauvignon
Blanc (from New Zealand; citrusey & zippy wine with mandarin, lime, lychee, Clementine, vanilla, pink grapefruit & kiwi notes), Due Torri Pinot
Noir (from Veneto, Italy; vibrant & tangy layers of wild lavender, strawberry rhubarb pie, and sweet cedar), and The Black Chook Shiraz (from
Australia; a jazzy wine dazzling with wild berries, spicy vanilla bean, sweet licorice, and jammy black cherries). Savory appetizers of shrimp cocktails,
mini empanadas, and spinokopatas (Greek spinach pies) accompanied the wine selections.
Overall, the Wine Tasting event fostered an enchanting atmosphere where both in-house counsel and law firm attorneys enjoyed gourmet wines and excellent company. As the evening drew to a near, everyone gained invaluable networking skills and newfound expertise as wine
Photo Courtesy of Yang Chen

NAPABA President-elect and former AABANY President, Andy Hahn enjoys some of the wine available for tasting with AABANY guests and Clara Ohr, AABANY director.
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ADVOCATE EDITORIAL

Reflections on China
and Western Media
By Albert Wan, Advocate Staff Writer
The Summer Olympics of 2008, hosted by Beijing, China, was a historic
event that was intensely covered by members of the press and media. Yet
as recently reported by the New York Times, the Chinese authorities,
while pulling out all the stops for spectators and visitors, have been less
than accommodating when it comes to the news media. The latest uproar
concerns efforts by the Chinese government in restricting internet access
for the press by blocking certain websites it deems are a violation of Chinese law, often on national security grounds.
Those affected by this policy are right to alert the world to this obvious
exercise in authoritarianism especially when it concerns the internet, a
platform that many perceive to be the modern embodiment of freedom
itself.
This latest report also burnishes the image of China as a backward and
repressive regime, which, in many ways, may be a reflection of reality. At
times, however, and especially during what has been referred to as the
boom years, it appears that China exists only as an object of derision
among the press, whose members insist on illuminating only one side – the
bad side – of an otherwise complex country.
Indeed one can count
on one hand the number of subjects or
themes that have been
reflected in the press,
at least as it exists on
this side of the Pacific,
in relation to China.
Thus, a typical pattern
of stories will invariably
touch on one of the
following: China’s burgeoning growth at the
expense of its environment; the latest investment opportunity in
China to draw the
interest and funds of
foreigners; a Chinese
food or drug export
Fair and balanced criticism of China or unfair Western media coverage?
that is deemed unsafe
or toxic; or a human
rights activist who is branded a threat and then detained by governmental
authorities.
Such an overly simplistic journalistic rendering of a foreign country, even
one as diverse as China, is nothing new; coverage of Russia and the Middle
East suffers from similar failings as well. Yet this type of reporting does a
disservice to those in the West who seek a more complete picture of
China and its people, and leads, instead, to charges of news bias and the
formation of stereotypes.
News bias is, of course, as old as the industry itself. For many years, newspapers existed as much to promote the political objectives of a select few
as it did to inform the public of murders and fires. While today’s reporter
may be less willing to do the bidding of a candidate for public office, there
4
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is little doubt that the views of the reporter or news organization will find
its way into a story or series of stories. The same goes for coverage of
China in the Western media.
Nor is there an incentive to change the status quo since news bias rarely if
ever contributes to an appreciable decrease in a news outlet’s reader- or
viewership; in fact, the reverse is true, especially in the age of blogs, Fox
News, and pundits like Lou Dobbs.
To say that simplistic reporting on China leads to the creation of stereotypes is, of course, not saying much at all. It is common knowledge that
few people have had the opportunity to visit the countries they ultimately
form opinions about, making the news media the main source of information of foreign events and, for that matter, foreigners themselves.
The issue that deserves closer scrutiny, however, is why reporting on
China is so simplified. I have already alluded to one potential cause above:
bias by the reporter or news organization. Another is incompetence or
laziness. Reporting is a labor-intensive, often frustrating endeavor, and
writing the common big picture story – human rights or environmental
abuse – generally requires less reporting than one that seeks to draw upon
the daily experiences of just one Chinese citizen.
Less obvious is that by casting a critical if slightly warped eye on China, the
reporter, however unwittingly, satisfies the public’s desire for distraction
while dampening expectations at home.
For example, when one reads or watches a news story of Chinese authorities detaining another activist or completing another trade deal with a
despotic regime, the immediate feeling is disgust then contentment. The
first is directed at China, the second, at one’s own country, as in “China,
what a terrible country! I’m glad I live in the United States. Nothing like
that will ever happen here.” It will and it does, of course, but perhaps in a
milder form.
Thus, the formulaic stories of China as the country that never grew up
provide the public a false sense of comfort as to the state of affairs at
home and, at the same time, chip away at the impetus for change that may
otherwise be coming to a head. After all, one is motivated to act not by
shaming others but by having oneself shamed.
Illuminating the good as well as the bad, while avoiding the simplistic reporting of China that has become de rigueur, will go a long way towards
realizing that goal.
** Albert Wan, writer at-large, can be reached at:
albertkwan421@gmail.com
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Student Outreach & Prosecutor’s Committee:
Interview Workshop Series

Photo Courtesy of Yang Chen
Panelists (from L to R) Lauren Rasmus, Director of Recruiting at Dewey Leboeuf, Judge Marilyn D. Go, Magistrate Judge,
Eastern District of New York, and AABANY directors Chris Chan, and Yasuhiro Saito.

Photo Courtesy of Yang Chen

By Chris Chan and Christina Park,
Special Advocate Contributors

As a result of the recent downturn in the economy and a heightened awareness of the importance of
resume writing and interview skills, AABANY has responded with a set of interview workshops designed to
assist law students in the arduous process of seeking
employment upon the completion of law school. This
set of extensive interview workshops is a continuation
and expansion of interview workshops AABANY’s Student Outreach committee has organized in the past. On
Saturday, August 9th, at the downtown offices of Hughes
Hubbard and Reed, two Federal judges, two former
presidents of AABANY, the current President, six current directors and four experienced attorneys formed a
prestigious panel of attorneys present to assist in teaching law students practical interviewing skills. After opening pointers from Judge Marilyn Go, in-house counsel
Jean Chan and Chris Chan gave opening remarks, the
students were shown to private interview rooms where
their skills were tested. The distinction between screening interviews (OCI) and selection interviews (call backs)
was emphasized and the short window of opportunity to
make a good first impression was highlighted. On the
following Wednesday, August 13, a second similar workshop was held at the midtown offices of Dewey
& LeBoeuf. Here the panelists were Judge Marilyn Go,
Dewey's Director of Recruiting, Lauren Rasmus, Chris
Chan and Yasu Saito, head of the Japan practice at
Hughes Hubbard and Reed. After gaining insight into the
interview process, the students were once again led to
private interview rooms. Some repeaters from the earlier session came back for a second helping.
On August 28th, AABANY hosted a third
workshop for the law students with special emphasis on
the "call-back" interviews. This is unprecedented in AABANY's history but with the changing times, the cliche
that practice makes perfect rings loudly and true. AABANY gathered a collection of experienced private law
firm, government, and solo attorneys to conduct the
mock interviews. The Student Outreach Committee is
making a concerted effort to meet the needs of its members. The Student Outreach Committee co-chairs Yasu
Saito and Julie Ko, in-house counsel at Duane Reade,
have been working overtime to place the students in the
best position to shine.

Following up on the success of the Student Outreach
Committee, the newly formed Prosecutor’s Committee
also held an event designed to assist students in seeking
employment and developing their careers. On the evening of September 3, 2008, the Prosecutor’s Committee of AABANY held their third event
since its formation this year entitled “The Ins and Outs of Interviewing at the D.A.’s Office”. This event, hosted at New York University School
of Law, provided all local area law students a unique and unprecedented opportunity to gain insight on applying to the Offices of the District Attorneys and to the State Attorney General’s Office. Representatives from all five boroughs and an Assistant Attorney General were on hand to
explain the application and interviewing process and answer questions from the students. Concerns over issues including the use of hypotheticals,
screening of resumes, and the percentage of Asian Americans in each respective Office were discussed both with a great deal of candor and humor. Afterwards, the camaraderie, energy and admiration amongst the attendees were palpable as attorneys and students continued to mingle
and network with each other while treated to wine and sushi.
Law students listen attentively to interview workshop panelists.

This ambitious undertaking by the Prosecutor’s Committee to recruit and encourage Asian Americans early on to seek a career in the
District Attorney’s Office is but one effort by this Committee to cultivate an already ongoing synergy in the Asian American legal community particularly present within the growing number of Asian prosecutors in this city. The event was also an effective promotional vehicle by which law
students were made aware of both the existence of the Prosecutor’s Committee and the support that it and AABANY in general could provide
future lawyers whichever career path they choose.
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Upcoming Events
On September 23, starting at 6 pm, AABANY, in conjunction with the
National Employment Lawyers Association of NY, SABANY, NLA, PRBA
and others, will present a CLE program on "Tackling National Origin Discrimination in Employment" at Cardozo Law School. For further details, go
to:
http://www.aabany.org/cde.cfm?event=230295
====================================
On September 24, a Lawyering for Social Change CLE Workshop entitled
"Class and Work: Exploring the Rights of South Asian in the Workplace,"
will be given at Fordham Law School, starting at 6:30 pm. For more details,
go to:
http://www.aabany.org/cde.cfm?event=230586
====================================
Also on September 24, Practicing Attorneys for Law Students (PALS) will
be hosting its Fall Kickoff Reception at Sullivan & Cromwell, starting at 6:00
pm. For any law students looking for minority mentors, this event is a
must. PALS is recruiting attorney mentors, and this reception would be a
great way to learn more about becoming a PALS mentor. For more details, go to:
http://www.aabany.org/cde.cfm?event=230777
====================================
Also on September 24, AABANY's Women's Committee will be holding its
next Committee Meeting at Sonnenschein, Nath & Rosenthal, starting at
7:00 pm. For more details and to RSVP, go to:
http://www.aabany.org/cde.cfm?event=230541
====================================
On Saturday, September 27, AABANY in association with Catholic Charities Community Service and the Empire Justice Center will present a free
legal seminar on Paths to Immigration and Government Benefits, starting at
2 pm at Ling Sing Association. For more information, go to:
http://www.aabany.org/cde.cfm?event=230852
====================================
Law students: the deadline to register for the Thomas Tang Moot Court
competition is coming up on September 30. If you have not yet registered,
please do so now for your chance to compete for $10,000 in scholarships.
This competition is a great way to strengthen your brief-writing and oral
advocacy skills. If you need coaching, we have AABANY attorneys who
stand ready to work with you to help you excel. To register, go to:
http://www.napaba.org/napaba/showpage.asp?code=moot
====================================================
For Thomas Tang moot court coaching, send your contact information to
main@aabany.org. We are also looking for attorneys to help act as judges
in the regional competition. If you are interested, send your contact information to main@aabany.org.
We hope to see you at an upcoming event.

Much of AABANY’s work is done through committees. For contact information of any of the committee chairs below, contact
aabany.newsletter@gmail.com
Community Practice
Focuses on issues and opportunities for lawyers with community practices,
including solo practitioners and attorneys in small firms. Chair: Jack Chung
Corporate Counsel
Focuses on the concerns of in-house counsels. Chair: Yvette Chang
Issues
Reviews legal issues and organizes discussions on contemporary topics such
as immigration, civil liberties, the war on terrorism, anti-Asian violence, bias
crimes, voting rights, redistricting, and wrongful convictions.
Chair: Tara Lai Quinlan
Judicial Affairs
Seeks to increase the number of APA judges and lobbies for the appointment of Asian Americans to the various judicial screening panels. It has
formulated guidelines for the screening of judicial candidates and assists
members interested in becoming judges.
Co-Chairs: Christopher Chan and Lai Sun Yee
Litigation
For attorneys and law students who are interested in litigation, the committee provides a forum and resources for networking and learning, and sponsors events that are of interest to its members.
Co-Chairs: Katherine Hung and Tristan Loanzan
Membership
Focuses on concerns of the membership and works on ways to increase
membership in AABANY. Chair: Francis Chin
Pro Bono Project
Has developed a telephone hotline and pro bono referral program in which
volunteer law students and attorneys aid individuals and organizations.
Chair: Glenn Magpantay
Professional Development
Sponsors activities for the development of professional opportunities and
skills. It organizes low-cost accredited CLE seminars and sponsors special
events on legal practice and networking opportunities.
Chair: James Don and Maria Park
Prosecutor’s Committee
Professional development of Asian American Prosecutors, encourage pursuit of careers as prosecutors. Chair: Kin Ng
Real Estate Committee
Develop real estate practitioners and other lawyers who may have an interest in the field. Chair: Margaret Ling
Student Outreach
Sponsors activities to assist law students succeed in law school and to develop into successful attorneys and members of the legal profession.
Co-Chairs: Yasuhiro Saito & Julie Ko
.

NEW MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
For Registration Instructions, visit www.aabany.org
Save on Entertainment, Theatre & Events, Shopping, Gifts, Advantage Points, and much more.
Privacy Notification: this is an opt-in program. AABANY does not provide your personal
information to Working Advantage or its merchants except to verify membership. You will
be given the opportunity to choose what information you wish to provide when you
create your Working Advantage account. Working Advantage and its merchants are solely
responsible for the fulfillment of the offers provided.

6

AABANY ADVOCATE

Women’s
Recognizing the unique experience and perspective that Asian/Pacific American (“APA”) women bring to the practice of law, the committee, through
panel discussions, networking events, and coalition building, provides a support network, and discusses issues about building a successful career in the
ever changing legal environment. Co-Chairs: Anne Behk and Yvette Chang

Young Lawyers
Focuses on the concerns of lawyers admitted to practice five years or less,
but is open to all lawyers and law students. Activities include informal receptions and CLE courses of interest to attorneys newly admitted to the
New York bar. Co-Chairs: Linda Lin and Jean Hee Park
Asian American Law Fund of New York
AALFNY is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization that funds and sponsors a
Community Law Student Internship Program. It also funds pro bono programs of AABANY and other projects that are consistent with its guidelines.
SEPTEMBER 2008

ADVOCATE FEATURE: PROSECUTOR’S COMMITTEE INAUGURAL EVENT
In May, 2008, AABANY created a new committee for Asian-American prosecutors in New
York. The “Prosecutors’ Committee” held an inaugural ceremony on Thursday, June 5, 2008, at 6:00
p.m., at the Brooklyn Supreme Court. District Attorneys of New York City, including Robert T. Johnson
of Bronx County, Charles J. Hynes of Kings County, Richard A. Brown of Queens County, and Daniel M.
Donovan of Richmond County, attended the ceremony, as well as Bridget G. Brennan, the Special Narcotics Prosecutor for the City of New York. Other distinguished guests included: Leroy Frazier, Jr.,
Executive A.D.A., NY County, Judges William Miller, John Landsen, and Alex Jeong, AABANY Board
Members James Chou, Francis Chin, and Chris Chan, and Paulline Yu, representing Mayor Michael
Bloomberg’s office. Additionally, law firm partners and many young Asian-American prosecutors were in
attendance for this historic occasion. In total, well over 100 Asian American Prosecutors (past and present and from across all 5 boroughs) attended the event. The event was covered by all 3 major ethnic
Chinese newspapers, both Korean newspapers, and Sino TV, Channel 12.
The goals of the Prosecutor’s Committee include advancing the professional development of
Asian-American prosecutors to become influential leaders, creating a network of former and current
prosecutors, outreach to Asian-American law students to encourage them to pursue careers as prosecutors and fostering an
interpersonal relationships with the AsianAmerican community.
Currently, there are over
one hundred Asian
American prosecutors
serving the public in New
York City.
The event was extremely
well-received and was a
rare opportunity for 4
out of the 5 District
Attorneys of New York
City to be present in the
same room. Kin Ng and
Maria Park will head up
the committee as the
inaugural co-chairs of this
new committee.

Photo Courtesy of Cornel Christie

Members of the AABANY Prosecutor’s Committee gather with honored guests Leroy Frazier, Jr., Executive ADA from NY County DA (6th from L), Daniel Donovan,
Richmond County D.A. (7th from L), Charles J. Hynes, Kings County D.A., (8th from L), Richard A. Brown, Queens County D.A. (7th from R), Bridget G. Brennan, Special
Narcotics Prosecutor (5th from R), and Robert T. Johnson, Bronx County D.A. (4th from R). Kin Ng (2nd from L) is the Prosecutor’s Committee Chair.

Contributed By:
Kin Ng, Chair of the Prosecutor’s Committee

Prosecutor’s Committee attends Staten Island Yankees Game
By: Jin Lee, Prosecutor’s Committee member
On a Sunny, warm and dry Sunday afternoon on
August 17, 2008, over 20 Asian American Assistant District
Attorneys from the five boroughs and their spouses and children gathered at to watch a minor league game between the
SI Yankees and the Vermont Lakemonsters. This social event
in the waning days of summer permitted a chance for the
various ADAs to spend some social time together with
spouses and children.
During the game, the ADA’s and their families were
treated to a picnic including hamburgers, hotdogs, chickens
sandwiches, sides and drinks. This year, The Prosecutors’
Committee of AABANY have held events in 3 of the five boroughs already. The first event was a dinner in Manhattan’s
Korea town, on March 28. There was so much positive energy coming from that first event, that it was the genesis of
the formation of the Prosecutors’ Committee, and it’s official
inaugural held in Brooklyn on June 5, 2008. The gathering in
Staten Island, was just one of the professional, social, network
and community outreach events which the ‘committee’ plans
to undertake in its first year.
SEPTEMBER 2008

Photo Courtesy of Joe Gim

AABANY Prosecutor’s Committee members and their families gather for a photo at a Staten Island Yankees game.
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ADVOCATE COVER STORY
(Continued from page 1)

experience.
The confirmation of Judge Matsumoto
is of historic significance for many reasons in
addition to her parents’ historic struggle. Judge
Matsumoto will become the second-ever Asian
Pacific American woman to serve as a federal
district court judge, the third Asian Pacific
American federal district court judge outside of
California and Hawaii (joining Judge Denny Chin
of the Southern District of New York and Amul
Thapar of the Eastern District of Kentucky), and
the eighth Asian Pacific American federal district
court judge currently active out of approximately 850 federal judges nationwide. “Today is
a historic day for the Eastern District and for the
entire federal court system,” United States Senator Charles Schumer said upon her confirmation.
“Judge Matsumoto is an extraordinary jurist and
I wholeheartedly congratulate her on her confirmation. I recommended Judge Matsumoto because of her integrity and qualifications, character and dedication. In addition, Judge Matsumoto's confirmation brings us one step closer to
Photo Courtesy of Chris Chan
reversing the gender disparity that exists on the
federal bench. Our federal bench must reflect
Judge Kiyo Matsumoto proudly gathers with current and former law clerks after her Senate confirmation.
the same broad diversity of experience as America writ large.” Judge Matsumoto, when discussing the importance of diversity on the bench said, “Judges from different backgrounds and experiences will enhance the bench, not because they will
rule a certain way, but because jurists from a range of backgrounds that reflect those they serve will enhance society’s faith in the justice system.”
Chris Chan, the co-chair of the AABANY Judicial Affairs Committee added, "The appointment of Judge Kiyo Matsumoto to the federal
bench is a milestone in the continuing efforts by AABANY and other concerned groups to diversify the bench. With the rapid rise in the Asian population in New York, Judge Matsumoto's appointment serves to instill confidence in the judiciary, inspire young Asians to choose law as a career and
to provide a roadmap for young Asian attorneys to dedicate their lives to service." Finally, AABANY President Yang Chen noted that "Judge Matsumoto's reputation in the United States Attorneys' office was outstanding, and her record on the bench as a federal Magistrate Judge was exemplary.
Judge Matsumoto's confirmation is not only well-deserved, it has been long in coming. Her elevation is a triumph that should inspire the Asian
American community, and we hope it will blaze the trail for other Asian Americans to become lawyers and judges."
Judge Matsumoto indicated that she is especially humbled to be
filling the seat of former Chief Judge Edward R. Korman (who took on
senior status), whom she called “one of the legends of this Court.” Judge
Matsumoto looks forward to continuing to work with her colleagues on
the esteemed and prestigious Eastern District of New York bench, albeit
from a slightly newer and different perspective. She cited the “wonderful
support from the clerk's office and courthouse community,” and “the
collegiality, guidance, and intellect of [her] fellow jurists,” as among the
most gratifying aspects of working in the Eastern District. Judge Matsumoto also enjoys “[t]he diversity of legal and factual issues, parties and
counsel” in her cases. When asked what the hardest part of being a
District Court judge will be, she said “[S]entencing will be a difficult balance between intellectual and human considerations, finding the right measure
of justice, and considering the law, and the interests of the defendant, any victims and society.”
This is a genuine story of American success, reflecting the distance America has traveled from the dark days of the Japanese Internment
Camps. “This is of monumental significance,” said Andy Hahn, President-elect of NAPABA. “Judge Matsumoto's life and career shows the greatness
of those who believe in America and push our nation to its best potential: the woman whose family was subject to the worst injustice under law,
now -- as a result of her own talent --has a seat of legal power and influence to judge others with rigor, intellectual excellence and fairness,” said
Senator Schumer.
Judge Matsumoto, the hard
working mom and the brilliant jurist and
legal scholar, continues to serve with
simple and understated grace. Kiyo Matsumoto refuses to be sensationalized. Her story, however, is undeniably
sensational. **

“Judges from different backgrounds and experiences will enhance the bench, not because they will rule a certain way, but because jurists from a range of backgrounds
that reflect those they serve will enhance
society’s faith in the justice system.” K.A.M.

** Judge Matsumoto would like to thank
AABANY and NAPABA for their support
during the nomination and hearing process and trailblazers like Judge Marilyn Go
and Judge Denny Chin for their guidance
and support .
SEPTEMBER 2008

Save the DATE: Wed, November 12, 2008
Judge Kiyo Matsumoto's Induction Ceremony @ Eastern District of N.Y.
4:30 P.M., U.S. District Court, EDNY, 225 Cadman Plaza East, Brooklyn,
N.Y.11201. AABANY members are invited to come attend Judge Matsumoto’s
historic induction ceremony. Please RSVP to aabany.newsletter@gmail.com
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PHOTOS:
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EVENTS

Special Thanks to our
2008 AABANY Sponsors
Platinum Level
* Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld
LLP
* Constantine Cannon LLP
Red Level

Photo Courtesy of Yang Chen

* Boies Schiller & Flexner LLP
* Dewey & LeBoeuf
* Latham & Watkins LLP
* Prudential
* Troutman Sanders
Gold Level
* Cadwalader Wickersham & Taft LLP
* Haynes & Boone LLP
* Kaye Scholer LLP
* Mayer Brown Rowe & Maw LLP
* Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP
* Morrison Foerster
* Seyfarth Shaw LLP
* Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom
* Thelen Reid Brown Raysman &
Steiner LLP
Silver Level

AABANY tabled at the Annual CAPA Asian American Heritage Festival. AABANY directors Michael Yap, Francis Chin, Chris Chan, and Sandra Ung
present valuable information to community members and spread the word about AABANY. Check out the Spring ADVOCATE in the left corner!
Photo Courtesy of Yang Chen

* Clifford Chance LLP
* Davis Polk & Wardwell
* Edwards Angell Palmer & Dodge
LLP
* Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jackson
LLP
* Hughes Hubbard & Reed
* Joyce Chang (JP Morgan) and Dave
Robbins
* Jones Day
* Kelley Drye & Warren LLP
* Kenyon & Kenyon LLP
* Kirkland & Ellis LLP
* Kobre & Kim LLP
* Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP
* Mercedes-Benz USA LLP
* Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler
LLP
* Proskauer Rose LLP
* Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
* Weil Gotshal & Manges LLP
* White & Case LLP
* Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP
Special thanks also all those organizations who
supported the banquet through advertisement
or ticket purchases.

On May 14th, Allen Chiu, Esq. hosted an AABANY-sponsored cocktail reception and dinner at the Flushing Sheraton.
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AABANY Banquet 2009 is coming soon!
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BRIEFLY:
On July 28, 2008, the AABANY Young Lawyers’ Committee held a panel discussion
entitled “What You Can Do
With a J.D.”. Panelists included AABANY directors
Clara Ohr and Chris Chan, as
well as AABANY members
Steven Hahn, Francis Hsueh,
and Sandy Choi. The networking reception and program were held at Axiom’s
offices downtown.
In fact, on July 18, 2008, as
part of the Asian American
International Film Festival,
AABANY sponsored a reception for the film “Pretty to
Think So,” which was produced and directed by Steven
Hahn and Francis Hsueh. The
reception was held at Blanc de
Chine, an elegant and fashionable clothing store in Midtown. Light food and beverage
was served and a discount was
available on clothing. The film
was thereafter shown at Asia
Society, as part of AAIFF’08.

AABANY director Clara Ohr, and AABANY members and movie producer/directors Steven Hahn and Francis Hsueh speak at “What You Can Do With a J.D.” One
week earlier, AABANY sponsored a reception for Hahn and Hsueh’s film “Pretty to Think So,” which was a part of the Asian American International Film Festival

Photo Courtesy of Yang Chen

-- Contributed by: Will Wang

BRIEFLY:
On May 3, 2008, CAPABA
hosted the NAPABA Northeast Regional Conference.
AABANY presented the Minoru Yasui Trial Reenactment. Minoru Yasui was
convicted in federal court in
Portland, Oregon in 1942 of
defying military orders that
eventually resulted in the
internment of over 120,000
Japanese-Americans, the majority of whom were American citizens. Judge Denny
Chin, of the Southern District
of New York moderated and
presenters led a discussion of
constitutional issues raised by
the Yasui case that still resonate today.
On August 8th, 2008, AABANY hosted a NAPABA
Affiliates Dinner at Todai, an
all-you-can-eat buffet located
in the heart of Korea-town,
NYC. AABANY and NAPABA joined forces to cosponsor this dinner as NAPABA representatives were in
town for an ABA meeting.

NAPABA Northeast Regional Conference, hosted by CAPABA, Connecticut Asian Pacific American Bar Association. Minoru Yasui Trial Re-enactment Team: John Flock,
Concepcion A. Montoya, Reiko Kaji, Francis Chin, Betsy Tsai, Yasu Saito, James Chou, John Bajit, Moderator Judge Denny Chin, Susan Moon, Chris Chan, Vince Chang
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-- Contributed by: Will Wang
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Asian American
Bar Association
of New York

NEW/RENEWAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 2008
Return this form to: AABANY, P.O. Box 3656, New York, NY 10163-3656 or fax to (718) 228-7206.
Make checks payable to Asian American Bar Association of New York. Join online securely at www.aabany.org

NAME: [] Mr. [] Ms. [] Dr. [] Hon.

MEMBERSHIP TYPE
[] Already a member – update my info
_______________________________ [] I would like to join/renew my member__
ship with AABANY. I am enclosing my
First
M.I.
Last
annual dues of:
WORK ADDRESS
Active Members
_______________________________ Includes voting privileges and
__
membership with National Asian Pacific
Firm/Company Name
American Bar Association
[] Private Sector $50
_______________________________ [] Public Sector $30
__
[] Patron $100
[] Life (>20 year member) $200 one time
_______________________________ fee
__
_______________________________ Non-voting members
[] Student $5
__
[] Paralegal/non-lawyer $30
City
State
Zip
[] Retired from Law (>3 year member)
_______________________________ Free
__
Email
CONTACT PREFERENCES
(
)___________ (
Most business is done over the Internet.
)___________
Send email to:
Phone
Fax
[] Work [] Home [] Don’t send email
Send postal mail to: [] Work [] Home
HOME ADDRESS
AABANY is the New York affiliate of
_______________________________ NAPABA. Share info with NAPABA?
__
[] Yes [] No
Provide Contact info in directory?
_______________________________ [] Work and/or [] Home
[] Do not list

PROFILE Law School
_______________________________
[] LL.B [] JD [] LL.M [] SJD/Ph.D
Graduation Year:
_____________________________________
Practice
[] Firm: [] Solo [] 2-10 []11-20 [] more than 20 attorneys
[] In-House [] Non-profit/public interest [] Government
[] Judiciary [] Student [] Educator []
Other:_______________
Practice areas:
______________________________________
State Bars Admitted
[] NY [] NJ [] CT [] Pending []
Other:___________________
Year of first admission:
________________________________
Non-English Language Skills
1. _____________ [] read [] write [] speak
2. _____________ [] read [] write [] speak
3. _____________ [] read [] write [] speak
I would like to participate in
[] Community Practice [] Corporate Counsel
[] Gov/Public Sector [] Issues [] Judicial Affairs [] Litigation
[] Membership [] Pro Bono [] Professional Development
[] Student Outreach [] Women’s [] Young Lawyers
If paying by credit card, I agree to pay dues selected

Asian American Bar Association of New
York
P.O. Box 3656
New York, NY 10163-3656
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