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ASIAN AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK’S LEGAL REFERRAL AND 

INFORMATION SERVICE HONORED WITH THE AMERICAN BAR 

ASSOCIATION’S CINDY A. RAISCH AWARD  

NEW YORK – November 4, 2022. The Asian American Bar Association of New York 

(“AABANY”) is proud to announce that its Legal Referral and Information Service (“LRIS”) has 

been honored with the American Bar Association’s Cindy A. Raisch Award. AABANY received 

this award in recognition that its service connects members of the New York Asian American 

and Pacific Islander (AAPI) community with appropriate legal counsel, overcoming linguistic 

and cultural barriers and increasing the accessibility of legal referral services in the greater New 

York area for an underserved demographic. As a result, AABANY's LRIS may be the only LRIS 

program throughout the nation that specifically addresses the legal needs of the Asian American 

and Pacific Islander ("AAPI") communities. The award was presented at the American Bar 

Association 2022 National Lawyer Referral Workshop in New Orleans on October 21, 2022.  

Since 1996, the Cindy A. Raisch Award has recognized organizations and individuals who have, 

in the pursuit of justice, advanced individual consumers’ access to legal services and 

information. The American Bar Association (“ABA”) noted that legal referral services such as 

AABANY’s LRIS provide an “invaluable service to consumers seeking an avenue of entry to the 

legal system that is based on addressing individual consumer's actual legal needs and providing 

information on related and/or non-legal sources of help if such help would be more appropriate 

to the issue.”  

AABANY’s LRIS was founded in 2020 to help members of the public find a qualified attorney 

and appropriate legal advice, with a focus on those in the AAPI community. As with many other 

legal referral programs across the country, LRIS gives people, organizations, and businesses 

access to information on their legal issues, and pairs them with an attorney qualified to handle 

those matters. AABANY’s LRIS includes attorneys and law firms that are experienced in a 

variety of practice areas, including (for example) immigration, landlord-tenant, personal injury, 

real estate, labor & employment, commercial litigation, and trusts and estates, and are vetted 

beforehand by AABANY’s LRIS Committee. Most unique about AABANY’s LRIS is its 

offering of multiple language lines in English, Mandarin, Cantonese, Japanese, and Korean, to 

receive inquiries from the public.  

"AABANY's Legal Referral and Information Service is a vital program for AABANY in its 

effort to provide competent legal support to the AAPI community, and to provide coordinated 

services to that community in New York and beyond," AABANY President William Ng stated. 

"I particularly commend the enormous effort of the members of the LRIS Committee chaired by 

Bart Wu in developing and maintaining this program, and in garnering this award." 



 

 

For more information about AABANY’s Legal Referral and Information Service, please visit: 

https://legalreferral.aabany.org/  

For more information, please contact Yang Chen, AABANY Executive Director, at (646) 653- 

2168, or direct any inquiries to main@aabany.org.  

The Asian American Bar Association of New York is a not-for-profit 501(c)(6) professional 

membership organization of attorneys concerned with issues affecting the Asian American and 

Pacific Islander (AAPI) community. Incorporated in 1989, AABANY seeks not only to encourage 

the professional growth of its members but also to advocate for the AAPI community as a whole. 

AABANY is a New York regional affiliate of the National Asian Pacific American Bar 

Association (NAPABA). 
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Additional information about AABANY is available at www.aabany.org 

Follow our blog at www.blog.aabany.org 

Follow us on Twitter at www.twitter.com/aabany 

Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/aabany 
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