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ASIAN AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK TO HONOR HON. JUDY 

KIM WITH NORMAN LAU KEE TRAILBLAZER AWARD AT 2025 FALL 

CONFERENCE ON SEPTEMBER 27, 2025 

NEW YORK, August 28, 2025 – The Asian American Bar Association of New York 

(AABANY) is excited to announce that Hon. Judy Kim will receive the Norman Lau Kee 

Trailblazer Award at AABANY’s Fall Conference, to be held on September 27, 2025, at New 

York Law School. 

AABANY’s Trailblazer Award is named after Norman Lau Kee, who was a revered and deeply 

respected legal and community pillar of New York City’s Chinatown for several decades. The 

Award is bestowed to a leader in the legal field who is of Asian American and Pacific Islander 

(AAPI) descent or who has dedicated themselves to AAPI issues in the community. The 

recipient is recognized for exemplifying the qualities of a role model and trailblazer in the legal 

profession in New York and for making a significant impact on the AAPI community through 

his or her work.  

Justice Kim has been a leader in the AAPI community and legal profession. She is the daughter 

of immigrants who left South Korea and came to the United States in the mid-1960s. She 

attended The Spence School and then went on to receive her Bachelor of Arts degree in 

American History and Political Science from the University of Pennsylvania. She received her 

Juris Doctorate from Tulane School of Law where she served as Notes and Comments Editor of 

the Tulane Journal of International & Comparative Law. 

In November 2016, Justice Kim became the first Korean American elected judge in New York 

State. As an elected Civil Court judge, she served in the Manhattan Criminal Court for two years 

and then served for three years in New York County Civil Court. In January 2022, she was 

promoted to Acting Justice of the Supreme Court in the New York State Supreme Court, New 

York County. In September 2025, Justice Kim was appointed to the Advisory Committee on 

Judicial Ethics for a five-year term by the Chief Administrative Judge. She also serves on the 

Supreme Court, New York County-Civil Term Equal Justice in the Courts and the Gender 

Fairness committees. 

Prior to joining the judiciary, she served as an associate counsel and interim Section Chief in the 

Bureau & Estates Litigation Section of the New York Liquidation Bureau’s Legal Division from 

2008-2016. She also spent several years in private practice, first at Kennedy Lillis Schmidt & 

English, a boutique law firm, and then at Snitow Kanfer Holtzer & Millus LLP, where she 

specialized in commercial litigation, employment discrimination, and matrimonial and family 

law matters. 

Justice Kim currently serves as the immediate past president of the Judges and Lawyers Breast 



 

 

Cancer Alert (JALBCA) and is a member of the New York City Bar Association’s Minorities in 

the Courts and Diversity Pipeline Initiative Committees. She also serves as a trustee of The 

Historical Society of New York Courts. She previously served on the boards of the Asian 

American Bar Association of New York (AABANY), the Korean American Lawyers 

Association of Greater New York (KALAGNY) and the National Asian Pacific American Bar 

Association (NAPABA). Justice Kim is the recipient of KALAGNY’s 2017 Trailblazer Award 

and The Spence School’s 2025 Judith Joseph Jenkins ’91 Distinguished Alumna Award. In 2025, 

she was recognized as a trailblazer in City and State New York’s inaugural Asian Trailblazer list. 

Justice Kim continues to be an active member of the community. She serves as a member of the 

Alumnae Diversity Committee and as a Trustee on the Board of The Spence School and as a 

board member of the Korean American Community Foundation (KACF), which provides grants 

and organizational development support to nonprofit groups working to address the most 

pressing needs in the Korean American community and beyond. 

Over the course of her distinguished career, Justice Kim has created profound change in the legal 

community. Her accomplishments have deeply supported and benefitted the AAPI community, 

while also paving the way for lasting change for AAPI attorneys. Justice Kim’s numerous 

achievements include:  

• Serving in the Supreme Court of the State of New York, New York County, since 2022, 

presiding over civil cases—including, but not limited to, personal injury actions, civil 

rights and commercial matters. 

• Serving as the Immediate Past President from 2025-2027 of Judges and Lawyers Breast 

Cancer Alert (JALBCA) among many previous board positions. 

• Serving twice on the Board of Governors, 2011-2013 and 2017-2018 of the Korean 

American Lawyers Association of Greater New York (KALAGNY). 

• Board member from 2020-2027 of Korean American Community Foundation (KACF). 

“Justice Kim’s dedication to public service and to the AAPI community over her distinguished 

career is admirable and deeply appreciated by AABANY,” states AABANY President Benjamin 

Hsing. “While serving on the AABANY Board and into the present, she has been a loyal and 

supportive friend, mentor and leader. In every sense, Justice Kim is a trailblazer and well-

deserving of the Norman Lau Kee Trailblazer Award. We extend our congratulations to her on 

this recognition and look forward to celebrating with her at the Cocktail Reception following the 

AABANY Fall Conference on September 27, 2025.”  

For more information, please contact Yang Chen, AABANY Executive Director, at (646) 653- 

2168, or direct any inquiries to main@aabany.org.  

The Asian American Bar Association of New York is a not-for-profit 501(c)(6) professional 

membership organization of attorneys concerned with issues affecting the Asian American and 

Pacific Islander (AAPI) community. Incorporated in 1989, AABANY seeks not only to encourage 

the professional growth of its members but also to advocate for the AAPI community as a whole. 



 

 

AABANY is a New York regional affiliate of the National Asian Pacific American Bar 

Association (NAPABA). AALFNY is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization that has helped to fund 

the production of the documentary. 

 ###  

Additional information about AABANY is available at www.aabany.org  

Follow our blog at www.blog.aabany.org  

Follow us on Twitter at www.twitter.com/aabany  

Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/aabany 
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