
CHRIS CAMACHO
President/CEO 
Greater Phoenix Economic Council

A proven leader with more than 15 years in executive management roles, Chris Camacho
serves as the President & CEO at one of the longest standing public-private partnerships for
economic development across the country. He previously served as the organization’s
Executive Vice President.

During his tenure, GPEC has led the attraction of more than 414 companies creating 74,000+
jobs and $11 billion in capital investment. Some of the more notable projects include Apple,
Deloitte, Infosys, Creighton Medical School, Silicon Valley Bank, Zenefits, GoDaddy, Yelp,
Amazon, Garmin, General Motors and many others.

He oversees the domestic and international business development and market strategies
while serving as GPEC’s executive leader in community interactions. He has particular
expertise in emerging technology, tax policy and international economic development. Since
2008, he has taken an active role in addressing the region’s competitiveness position on cost
and taxation.

In 2018, Chris was named a Most Admired Leader by the Phoenix Business Journal. In 2015
and 2016, he was named to Consult Connect’s Top 50 U.S. Economic Developers. In 2013, he
was named among an international group of “40 Under 40” by Development Counsellors
International, a New York-based firm recognizing rising talent in economic development.
And in 2012, he also received a “40 Under 40” award from the Phoenix Business Journal,
which each year identifies talent throughout Arizona. Camacho is the past president of the
Arizona Association for Economic Development (AAED), the statewide association of
economic development practitioners. In 2011, AAED named him Economic Developer of the
Year.

He is involved in community non-profits including Chicanos Por La Causa, and sits on the
boards for the Arizona Business Education Coalition, Year Up, the Arizona Hispanic Chamber
of Commerce and the Valley of the Sun United Way, as well as the International Economic
Development Council and the Economic Innovation Group Policy Council. In 2016 he was
appointed by the U.S. Secretary of Commerce to serve on the U.S. Investment Advisory
Council, to advise the Secretary on foreign direct investment policies and strategies.
Camacho is also an Honorary Commander at Luke Air Force Base and a member of The
Thunderbirds.
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JULIE ENGEL
President/CEO 
Greater Yuma Economic Development Corporation
Julie Engel is the President/CEO of the Greater Yuma Economic Development Corporation.
In her tenure with Greater Yuma EDC, she has been directly involved in the creation of over
4000 new jobs, over 1 million square feet of new industrial space and a capital investment to
the region that surpasses $1.5 Billion. Julie is a Past President of the Arizona Association of
Economic Development (AAED) and has served on multiple committees for AAED.  In 2012
Julie was named the Economic Developer of the Year for the State of Arizona and in 2014
was named the Yuma County Athena Award recipient.
  
Julie’s career in Economic Development follows five years of local government leadership
and eight years of federal government leadership and policy regulations. Julie serves on the
Yuma National Heritage Board, serves on the Yuma Regional Medical Center Board, serves
on the Yuma Education Advisory Council and the Economic Research Development
Committee through the International Economic Development Council. Julie was appointed
by Governor Ducey to serve on the Arizona Mexico Commission and the Heritage Public
Advisory Council for Arizona Game and Fish. 
 
Julie is a graduate of the Economic Development Institute for Certified Economic
Development.  She obtained CEcD certification in May 2009.  Julie is a member of the
International Economic Development Council and most recently served on the “Industry
4.0” task force.

JOE SNELL
President/CEO 
Sun Corridor Inc.
As the first President & CEO of Sun Corridor Inc., Joe Snell brings over 30 years of experience
leading regional private economic development organizations in communities of various
sizes. His knowledge on building strategic, competitive and balanced economic
development efforts have resulted in Snell being nationally recognized for creating strong
economies.

Sun Corridor Inc. is a transformative economic development organization representing
Southern Arizona. Under Snell’s leadership, Sun Corridor Inc. has helped facilitate significant
investment and job creation resulting in an economic impact of $25 billion to the regional
economy. In 2015, Snell led the re-engineering of the organization resulting in a name
change, new brand and expanded mission.

In his previous position as President of the Metro Denver Network, Snell developed critical
infrastructure and strategies that resulted in Metro Denver being recognized as one of the
fastest growing markets in the United States. Snell has established new economic
development corporations and reengineered struggling organizations in several
communities in the Southwest and Midwest.

Snell is a frequently requested speaker and lecturer on economic development and
competitive issues. He is a former faculty member of the Arizona Economic Development
Course and the International Economic Development Council. Snell is a regular contributor
to various international and national media publications.

In 2019, Snell received the Global Visionary Award from BizTucson Magazine. Snell was
named Father of the Year by the Father’s Day Council Tucson in 2019. In 2017 and 2018, Snell
was recognized by Arizona Business Magazine for his leadership and contributions to the
Arizona economy. The Arizona Economic Development Association has recognized Snell for
“Deal of the Year” on two occasions in the last five years.


