
SECONDARY LEVEL (9–12)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CÁNDIDA KRASKA 
Millard West High School; Omaha, NE 

 
Cándida Kraska is a highly effective secondary teacher who constantly searches for 
teaching practices conducive to successful learning. In a letter of support, a colleague 
stated that “Cándida is one of the most innovative professionals that I have had the 
pleasure of working with. She is a lifelong learner who is always challenging her teaching 
through new technologies and best practices.” Within the classroom Cándida creates a 
warm and comfortable learning environment and develops lessons that engage high 
cognitive demands by exploring and providing opportunities for students to apply their 
knowledge and skills to solve real-world problems. Cándida also believes that students 
need to experience activities outside of the classroom in order to improve their language 
and cultural proficiency and to that end she organizes extra-curricular events such as 
community cleanups, activities with senior citizens, and cultural fairs that place students 
in contact with native and heritage Spanish speakers. In addition to her classroom 
teaching, Cándida serves as a mentor to many. Teachers, young and veteran, seek her 
advice and knowledge about classroom strategies in order to improve their own 
language teaching. Because of her outstanding teaching and service to the profession, 
Cándida has earned recognition across the state of Nebraska for her innovative approach 
to instruction and learning; among her list of awards are the Nebraska Board of 
Education Star Award, the Nebraska AATSP Outstanding Spanish Teacher of the Year 
Award, and the Nebraska Hispanic Heritage Award. A colleague best summarized 
Cándida’s career by stating that Cándida “is a remarkable educator and inspiring 
individual who deserves recognition for her dedication to her profession, her students, 
and Nebraska schools.” 
 

The AATSP Outstanding Teacher of the Year Awards are given to teachers of 
Spanish or Portuguese representing the following four categories: 
 

Elementary Level: Grades K–8  Two-year College Level 
Secondary Level: Grades 9–12  College or University Level 

 

ELEMENTARY LEVEL (K–8)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EDGAR SERRANO 
Oxford University School; Oxford, Mississippi 

 
After a career in the business world, Edgar Serrano returned to the university to obtain a 
master’s degree in Spanish and has since become a highly successful language teacher at 
the elementary level. Edgar believes in the empowerment of students and his goal is to 
create a positive learning experience, taking into consideration the age of his students and 
the resources on hand. Edgar believes that selecting the most appropriate activities and 
materials for the students to learn and use in their daily lives is invaluable in gaining and 
keeping their interest and having a dynamic class. Edgar’s lessons include authentic 
materials offered through a variety of media and always include songs and scaffolding 
activities that focus on the national standards and IPA assessment tasks. Active participation 
is encouraged and communication among the students in the target language is expected. 
Edgar’s principal noted that Edgar uses active listening, response commands, and 
thoughtful questioning techniques to assist children in challenging learning situations. The 
principal also noted that Edgar has “a wonderful rapport with students. His kind and caring 
manner helps him build relationships and excitement about learning.” In a letter of support, 
a parent commented that “I like that Señor Edgar has a high expectation for the students in 
his class as it relates to academic excellence and behavior. Additionally, I like that he 
introduces them to other cultures and inspires them to think about and appreciate their 
differences and beauty.” A colleague summarized Edgar’s contribution as a teacher by 
stating that Edgar “…brings a level of enthusiasm to our school that is inspiring to both 
faculty and students alike. He is a great asset to our school.” 
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The AATSP Outstanding Scholarly Publication Award is given annually to an article 
published in Hispania. The focus of the award alternates on an annual basis. The 
focus for all odd-numbered years is literature, film, and culture while the focus for 
even-numbered years is linguistics and language science/pedagogy. Hispania 
Associate Editors nominate and select the winner from all eligible published articles. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ALBERTO BRUZOS 
Princeton University; Princeton, NJ 

 
The recipient of the 2018 Outstanding Scholarly Publication Award is Alberto Bruzos 
for his  article “El capital cultural del español y su enseñanza como lengua extranjera 
en Estados Unidos” published in the March 2016 issue of Hispania [99.1: 5–16].  
 

The members of the Selection Committee had the following comments about this article:  
 

By using demographic, economic, and enrollment data, as well as research from 
sociolinguistics, language politics, and cultural studies, Alberto Bruzos effectively 
demonstrates that seemingly separate issues such as the economic and social importance of 
Spanish versus the lack of prestige are actually interrelated and should be treated as such. The 
author provides a persuasive, well documented, and credible case for questioning some of the 
underlying assumptions implicit in the Spanish curriculum. He shows how the lack of 
(cultural/linguistic) prestige of Spanish is directly tied to its role as an (economic, profitable) 
resource that shows little or no respect for the cultural authenticity and diversity of the people 
who speak the language. As a result, most Spanish language textbooks (and many language 
programs) treat culture superficially, rarely engaging students to question cultural 
representations and identities. This article should challenge department chairs, program 
directors, teachers, and those who prepare future teachers to think critically and carefully 
about the rationale for the teaching and learning of Spanish. 
 

HONORABLE MENTION FOR OUTSTANDING SCHOLARLY PUBLICATION AWARD 
 

PETE SWANSON; United States Air Force Academy; USAF Academy, CO  
SUSAN A. HILDEBRANDT; Illinois State University; Bloomington, IL 
 
 

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY LEVEL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ISRAEL F. HERRERA 
Indiana University Bloomington; Bloomington, IN 

 
Israel F. Herrera is a truly distinguished teacher who has had a stellar impact on a 
large number of students and on the profession of language teaching at the local, 
state, national, and international levels. Students attest to his engaging classroom  
presence and his diversity of technique that create a positive learning environment. 
His department colleagues attest to the variety of courses that he has created and 
taught and consistently rate him as outstanding on his yearly evaluations. Given his 
talents, skills, and passion for reflective, inspired teaching, he has been recognized 
by many organizations with teaching awards including the prestigious President’s 
Award for Distinguished Teaching given by his university as well as the Indiana Latino 
Educator of the Year Award. Beyond his traditional teaching inside the classroom. 
Israel has engaged students in a variety of ways outside the classroom from the 
development of the Spanish and Portuguese Festival of Song, his service as faculty 
advisor to the Spanish language drama club, his involvement with the city of 
Bloomington, Indiana, through outreach and educational efforts including his service 
as President of the Commission on Hispanic and Latino affairs and his key role in 
organizing Bloomington’s Hispanic Heritage Month. At the state level Israel´s passion 
for language education and ability to communicate with officials have resulted in the 
establishment of early language education programs in several school districts, 
programs in libraries in Monroe County, Indiana, and the Indiana Seal of Biliteracy for 
graduating high school students. At the national and international levels Israel serves 
on numerous boards and committees for the promotion of language programs and 
the improvement of language teaching. In summary, Israel has devoted his life to 
enriching the lives of students and teachers K–16+ through effective teaching 
practices and his enthusiasm for the acquisition of functional Spanish language skills. 
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