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Antemortem Diagnosis and Successful Long-Term Management 

of Disseminated Intracoelomic Xanthogranulomatous Disease in 

an Eclectus Parrot (Eclectus roratus) 

Neta Ambar, Christoph Mans, and David J Gasper 

 Abstract: A 12-year-old male eclectus parrot (Eclectus roratus) was referred for evaluation of 

coelomic distention. Computed tomography and blood work revealed coelomic effusion with free 

coelomic mineral-attenuating material and elevations in the bile acids and aspartate aminotransferase 

activity, respectively. Coelomic effusion was consistent with macrophagic inflammation with abundant 

intracellular lipids. Initial treatment with meloxicam resulted in minimal patient improvement. 

Disseminated xanthogranulomatous inflammation was suspected based on imaging and diagnostic 

laboratory results, which were consistent with those previously reported. Biopsy samples of liver tissue 

and intracoelomic masses confirmed this diagnosis. Treatment was initiated with prednisolone 1 

mg/kg/day for 6 months, followed by 0.5 mg/kg/day for 3 months. Clinical improvement was assessed 

based on owner evaluation, plasma bile acid concentrations, and repeated computed tomographic scans. 

After 2 months of treatment, the owner reported improved behavior and appetite; this persisted 

throughout treatment and when the bird was reexamined 17 months following the cessation of steroid 

therapy. Bile acid concentrations were normal 10 months after the prednisolone therapy was 

discontinued. Diagnostic imaging showed minimal coelomic effusion 10 months after the last 

prednisolone dose was administered, with improved ventilation of the air sacs and static to improved 

dystrophic mineral foci. This report describes the antemortem diagnosis and treatment of disseminated 

coelomic xanthogranulomatous disease in a psittacine species, with an observed measurable therapeutic 

response. 

 

 

 

 


