Government Relations Update
by By Zac Browning, Legislative Committee Co-Chair
Directly following a meeting
of the National Honey
Board this April, industry
representatives
held
a
meeting in San Diego
to further discuss and
develop plans to address
the continued need for a
clear standard of identity
Zac Browning
ABF Past President
for honey. The meeting was
chaired by ABF president,
George Hansen. The ABF was also represented by Tim
Tucker, Gene Brandi and Zac Browning. This was the
second such meeting in the last year. The ABF has been
committed to developing a Federal Standard of Identity
for several years. The process has been stymied by the
FDA’s reluctance to respond to industry petitions for a
standard since 2006. In 2012, the FDA finally officially
reported to the honey industry that it would not promulgate
a standard. In the meantime, many states have adopted
their own standards, with some differences, leading to
confusion among customers, some of whom have filed
suit against packers who filter pollen out of the honey
that they sell. Clearly, there is a need for a recognized
official standard or definition of honey, but the process
of obtaining one, even after language is agreed on and
proofed, remains uncertain. There is a possibility that
once an agreement on language is reached, the standard
could be adopted legislatively by congress, if it were to
be attached to another related bill.
Farm Bill Process Ramps Up Again!
All indications now suggest that Congress will indeed
take another crack at farm legislation this year. Far
less certain is the prospect of actually completing the
process, as this will be the second attempt in two years
to draft language that congressional leaders can come
to terms with amid so many fiscal constraints. Even so,
the ABF has been working diligently with our Washington
allies to ensure that our needs are on top of the stack.
Representatives have been making visits to offices on
Capitol Hill asking representatives to preserve funding for
honey bee research, RMA (crop insurance) programs for
honey, the ELAP program, the honey loan program and
habitat through conservation initiatives.
There are many challenges for this farm bill cycle. In order
to garner needed support for our goals, the ABF has
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reached out to other partners and stakeholders with shared
interests. We have found common ground with many
honey bee groups and other pollinator groups, as may
be expected. We have also received support from other
groups who have not been traditional partners, particularly
with the issue of honey bee habitat. Recently, the ABF was
joined by 22 other groups in an effort to ask the USDA
to do more to develop and protect honey bee habitat
through conservation programs. The groups included
partner commodities that need bees for pollination, wildlife
and conservation groups, pollinator groups and even
agricultural chemical groups. Following up in April, the
ABF met with key Senate staff in the company of Ducks
Unlimited to appeal for pollinator habitat.
Hope for H2A and Future Guest Worker Programs
As the gang of eight senators, who were tasked with
the job of crafting a potentially workable immigration
bill, made the announcement that they had reached an
agreement, the possibility of a more user friendly guest
worker program was resurrected. The plan, which many
feel will likely pass the Senate, contains provisions that
appeal to most beekeepers using the program.
•

H2A would expire following the terms of
current visas

•

New foreign agricultural workers program
administered by USDA

•

Program would include provisions for permanent,
semi-permanent and temporary foreign agriculture
workers

•

Program would allow itinerant beekeeping with
current special procedures grandfathered in

The ABF has been an advocate for changes to the
H2A program for many years. As recently as April,
representatives made visits in Washington asking law
makers for consideration on many of the measures
proposed in this bill. However, it is likely that changes
will be made as this legislation is tested in the house,
where there are already several less comprehensive
immigration bills to be considered. In any case, the
language and provisions sought by many beekeepers
has remained intact after crossing the first of several
hurdles. Stay tuned!
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Donate to the ABF Legislative Fund

Send your contributions to: ABF Legislative Fund  •  3525 Piedmont Rd. | Bldg. 5, Ste. 300  •  Atlanta, GA 30305
q $100

q $ 500

q $

Name:
Address:
City:
State:				Zip:
Phone:
E-mail:
Gift may be made by:
q Visa

q Mastercard

q American Express

q Discover

q Check (made payable to the ABF Legislative Fund)

Credit Card:
Exp. Date:						Security Code:
Cardholder Name:
Cardholder Billing Address:
Signature:
Your credit card will be billed by the ABF, which will be transferred to the ABF Legislative Fund.

Legislative Fund Contributions

The following ABF members contributed to the ABF Legislative Fund during the months of April and May
2013. These donations enable us to carry out the legislative initiatives that will benefit ABF members and
the American beekeeping industry.
Roy Abel, Fla.
Paul Albano, N.Y.
Edwin Barth, Ore.
Bradley Becthold, Iowa
Oren Best, Mich.
Manley Bigalk, Iowa
Pat Brady, Mich.
Lee Del Signore, Fla.
Roger Everett, Calif.

Tim Fulton, Wis.
Randolph Furbert, Bermuda
David Hackenberg, Pa.
William Hamilton, Maine
Mark Hedley, Texas
Pat Heitkam, Calif.
Roger Hoopingarner, Mich.
Paul Hosticka, Ohio
Peter Kallas, Wis.

Michael Kliks, Hawaii
Ryan Lamb, Minn.
Charles Lorence, Ill.
Brian Marcy, Pa.
Charles Mraz, Vt.
Garnett Puett, Hawaii
Richard Ramsey, Ill.
Duane Rekeweg, Ind.
Fred Rossman, Ga.

William Sirr, Mich.
Fred Vannatta, Ore.
Vincent Vazza, Ore.
Frantz Walker, Md.
James Wickerd, Calif.
Shannon Wooten, Calif.
Todd Youngblood, Texas

How to Contact Your Congressional Representative
Representatives

Senate

Write: The Honorable ______________
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20510

Write: The Honorable ______________
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Call: 202.225.3121
Ask for your representative’s office
and request to speak to the agricultural aide.

Call: 202.224.3121
Ask for your senator’s office and
request to speak to the agricultural aide.

E-mail: To locate and e-mail your representatives and senators, visit www.congress.gov.
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