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Test procedures – the great debate 
A closer examination clearly reveals – we  

agree on much more than we disagree   
By Mike Ahlee, Certification Programs Administrator 

 
When the first backflow tester stepped out of his cave and encountered 
another backflow tester, the debate began. “My test procedures are 
better than yours!”  
 
Because all procedures do some 
things well, the debate always 
seems to devolve into particular 
aspects of this or that test-specific 
step and how it is or is not better.  
 
I am going to suggest, it would be 
far more productive to change our 
focus to what we are able to agree upon, rather than our 
disagreements. If we can look at procedures in their entirety – and 
evaluate, based on the ability to produce the most accurate data, most 
often – it might be possible to end the debate.  Moreover, at that point, 
maybe, just maybe, we could standardize test procedures once and for 
all.  
 
Ok, I know, I’m dreaming. But, if you’re going to dream, you may as 
well dream big.  
 
I would like to submit the following as a process that has been used 
before and seemed to work well. This process keeps the focus on what 
any given test procedure will do under common field conditions. 
 
We can start with some parameters which should be obvious. First, no 
field test procedure is perfect.  All backflow prevention assembly field 
test procedures have limitations.   
 

If we want to honestly try to 
determine what procedure is “best” 
(meaning the safest and most 
reliable at preventing backflow), we 
need a means or method to examine 
and rate different procedures.  To do 
this, we must reach some agreement 
regarding exactly what field test 
procedures should accomplish.   
 

For starters, can we agree we would all prefer to use field test 
procedures that generate the most accurate results, under the most 

“It would be far more 
productive to change our focus 
to what we are able to agree 

upon, rather than our 
disagreements. Maybe, we 

could standardize test 
procedures once and for all.” 
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common field test circumstances?  If the answer is “yes,” our next step 
is to identify what exactly are the most common field test conditions or 
circumstances?   
 
Let’s make our list – keeping in mind, we are looking for common things 
that occur in the field on a regular basis.  Some things are easy to list.  
For instance, the ability to determine the condition of the following: 
  

• RP – #1 check valve, #2 check valve and the relief valve  
• DC – #1 check valve and #2 check valve 
• PVB – air inlet valve and check valve   
• SVB – air inlet valve and check valve  

 
That’s the easy part.  Now we need to dig deeper.  We know all this data 
is critical and needs to be accurate.  The question is, should we be able 
to obtain our data with the following common conditions? 
 
First, let’s look at leaking shut off valves (SOV) on an RP: 

• If #2 shut off valve leaks, can you still obtain accurate data?  
• If #2 shut off valve leaks, and there is back pressure, can you 

still obtain accurate data? 
 
Remember, shutoff valves on backflow prevention assemblies are 
considered an integral part of an assembly.  But their intended purpose 
is for field testing and maintenance only.  Shutoff valves are not meant 
to be backflow preventing components.    
 
Under normal circumstances, shutoff valves will only impact a field test 
if they leak, and the leak is great enough to prevent us from getting 
accurate results on the backflow preventing components (i.e., check 
valves, relief valve, air inlet valve). 
 
Is it important to determine the relief valve opening point first?  Another 
way to ask this question would be: Does the field test procedure cause 
the relief valve to discharge before the opening point test (i.e., risk 
missing the initial value for the relief valve opening point)?  Also, is the 
initial opening point critical information to the overall ability of the RP 
assembly to prevent backflow?   
 
We would suggest, this data point is actually the most critical part of the 
RP test.  Consider this: if the relief valve does its job – opens and 
maintains pressure between check valve #1 and check valve #2, below 
the upstream or inlet line pressure – then backflow cannot occur. Water 
will typically flow from a higher to lower water pressure.  Hence, even if 
both check valves leak, a properly working relief valve will prevent 
backflow all by itself.  This question (i.e., test relief valve first) should 
be an easy “yes” for any field test procedure review. 
 
Next, let’s consider whether we should be able to generate accurate field 
test results of the backflow preventing components under the following 
conditions: 
 

• DC – leaking #1 SOV 
• DC – leaking #2 SOV direction of flow 
• DC – leaking #2 SOV with back pressure 

 
• PVB – leaking #1 SOV 
• PVB – leaking #2 SOV direction of flow  
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• SVB – leaking #1 SOV 
• SVB – leaking #2 SOV direction of flow 

 
As we review each of the conditions above, we can answer either “yes” (accurate field test results can be 
determined) or “no” (accurate field test results can NOT be determined).  Then, if each of the “yes” and “no” 
answers are tabulated on a spreadsheet, we can start to see the overall capabilities of a field test procedure. 
From this spreadsheet or matrix, we can determine what field test procedure offers the most accurate results, 
most often.  
 
Some have said, “we should fail assemblies if the shut off valves leak.”  When you look closely at how often 
shut off valves leak, you will soon notice it is more likely to find shut off valves leaking than to find them drip 
tight, especially with age and usage.    
 
As an example of how often shut off valves leak, just look at the field test records you may have generated for 
RPs in the last month or so.  How often do you see a difference in value between the observed “apparent” #1 
check valve reading at the beginning of the field test, and the recorded 
“actual” #1 check valve reading at the end of the field test?   
 
When those two values are different, the reason is almost always because the 
#2 SOV is leaking, at least a little. To require drip tight shut off valves in the 
field would create a difficult situation.   Can you imagine how unpopular our 
industry would become if we told people they had to replace 6”, 8”, 10” or 12” 
SOVs on a regular basis, due to a drip leak? 
 
So, if we can agree this could help us answer the age-old question “What field test procedures are best?”, all 
we need to do now is get together and do the work. 
 
Your ABPA Certification Committee will conduct another test procedure review – using protocols described in 
this article – in the near future.  Stay tuned for date, time and location.  All are welcome to attend. 
 

Return to Top 
 

A Message from ABPA President Blake Anderson 
Reborn ABPA Membership Committee sets its sites on growing our numbers 

 
I would like to give a warm welcome to Caleb Darby, our new ABPA Membership 
Committee Chair. Caleb works in our headquarters office.  He conducted our first 
committee meeting in “ages,” virtually, on August 9th.  As you can undoubtedly guess, 
the discussion focused on ways of increasing our association membership. 
 
ABPA membership has been declining over the past decade, for a variety of reasons, 
including the COVID-19 pandemic.  Our past several association presidents have 
recognized this trend and have tried to come up with ways to grow membership. One 
idea – from Past President Frank Schneider – is for every association member to 
recruit a newcomer, which would double our membership. I support this idea and 
encourage our members to invite friends, co-workers and colleagues to join ABPA. 
 
It is critical we increase our membership in order to remain a strong and vibrant 
association.  Currently, we provide our members with reduced registration fees for 
national and most chapter events, like conferences and workshops.  In the future, 
there are likely to be additional association member discounts, for things such as our 

ABPA certification programs, merchandise and publications. 
 
If you have ideas for growing ABPA, our Membership Committee is excited to hear them.  We all need to join in 
this important effort together. 
 



I invite all our members to get more involved in ABPA.  There are many 
opportunities to serve in the American Backflow Prevention Association – 
and we need your help.  We have a very important mission, educating the 
public about the dangers of cross-connection and backflow, to help them 
keep their drinking water safe.   
 
Keep up the Good Work! 
 
Blake Anderson 
ABPA President 2022-24 

Return to Top 
 

A Message from ABPA Vice President Troy Baird 
Working together, our diversity makes us stronger & better educated 

 
ABPA is a unique organization, bringing together all water-related fields, including: 
irrigation, plumbing, water purveyors and the fire protection industry. Our association 
has an unusually diverse membership. 
 
At chapter meetings where all water-related fields are represented, gatherings can be 
beneficial for enforcement and provide networking opportunities for members. ABPA 
members often gather after work, to eat, to learn and to enjoy comradery among 
other members. And of course, all attendees have one common goal: backflow 
prevention. 
 
Something unusual about our older chapters that have been around 30+ years: you 
might hear one of their chapter creators say, “I remember when irrigators wouldn’t 
talk to plumbers… plumbers wouldn’t talk to water purveyors… and no one would talk 
with fire guys.”  Jokingly said, there is some truth to the claim. Members had nothing 
in common back then, not even backflow, because they knew little about it.  

 
Today, public awareness and education is promoted through the media in large part, especially when backflow 
incidents occur.  Now days, longtime chapter members may comment on all the backflow preventers they see 
while driving down the road, compared to the “old days.”  
 
Today’s thought often is, “now plumbers and irrigators all get along – many even subcontract work with one 
another.” As it relates indirectly, education and relationships, often 
though ABPA, do a lot to help enforcement, which in turn helps out 
everyone. 
 
ABPA is a great association. Let’s continue to promote chapter 
meetings, conferences and other networking activities. These events 
are what make education in the backflow world exponentiate. 
 

Return to Top 
 

 

“ABPA is a great association. 
Let’s continue to promote 

chapter meetings, conferences 
and other networking activities.” 



Headquarters Update 
Infrastructure, infrastructure, infrastructure – and finally some funds to help! 

By Patti Fauver, Executive Director 
 
Congratulations for surviving another record-breaking summer!  Whether it was extreme 
heat… extreme drought… or extreme water – hopefully, this year, the change of season will 
bring us all a little relief!  With recent legislation – in addition to last year’s Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law (BIL) – money is finally starting to land in state loan programs and should 
soon be available to local water systems. 
 
Here are some of the happenings over the last quarter:   
 
Elections for ODD-numbered region directors 
Nominations will open around the end of the calendar year for odd-numbered (1, 3, 5, 7, 9 & 

11) region director elections. Region directors serve 2-year terms.  If you are interested, or even just a bit 
curious, please call the office at 801-436-7238 or reach out to any of our current Board members for 
information.  I guarantee you, there is no better group of people to work with than those involved with ABPA!  
Watch your email for the announcement of when nominations open. 
 
Certification   
ABPA has scheduled certification exams in October for the New England area.  This part of the country is the 
last area to reinstitute in-person certification exams.  ABPA will hold one exam in Rhode Island and one in 
Maine.  Please check your Calendar of Events for details. 
 
Due to this staggered offering of certification exams, we are still also offering virtual recertification.  
 
In review, two recertification options are being offered through ABPA certification programs, with the virtual 
option continuing to bridge staggered re-opening efforts across the country. 
 
For the remainder of this calendar year 2022, your recertification options are: 
 
Option 1: Standard ABPA Recertification – Requires successful completion of a 100-question written exam 
and performance exam covering the field test procedure on all four (4) assemblies (i.e., RP, DC, PVB, SVB).  
Successful completion of this exam grants the standard 3-year recertification. 
 
Option 2: Temporary COVID-19 ABPA Recertification – Requires each individual to participate in a 
scheduled ABPA webinar, presenting field test procedures for the four (4) assemblies (i.e., RP, DC, PVB, SVB).  
Group viewing is not allowed. Webinars will be monitored to assure continual attendance. 
 
During the webinar, attendees are required to answer all field test procedure and diagnostic questions with a 
pass rate of 70% to qualify for the Temporary ABPA Recertification.  This temporary COVID-19 ABPA 
Recertification extends your certified status for twelve (12) months from the date of the original or 
extended expiration date. 
 
Click here for more details and visit the Calendar of Events to register for either option. 
 
ABPA will continue to hold tester and specialist exams wherever possible.  We strongly encourage all 
individuals who need to recertify to sign up for these available, traditional recertification exams.  
 
Conference 
Mark your calendars - our 2023 conference will again be held at The Orleans 
Hotel in Las Vegas, May 8-9.  We are excited to return to a familiar place, as 
we plan some exciting new activities and increased opportunities to network 
with your fellow backflow professionals!   
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Nightly room rates are $33 Monday through Thursday and $70 on Friday and Saturday.  There is also a nightly 
resort fee of $31.  Watch your email for booking links and group codes to receive our lowest rates. 
 
International 
Thanks to our new ABPA Secretary Tim Brown for catching something from ‘Down Under.’ The former Backflow 
Prevention Association of Australia (BPAA) President Peter McLennan recently received that organization’s “Life 
Membership Achievement” award. 
 
Many of us know Peter very well. He was with us for our conference in Las Vegas five months ago.  Please join 
me in congratulating our long-time Aussie friend and ABPA supporter. 
 

 
 
Helpful Links – in case you missed them 
Your virtual window into happenings in our backflow prevention universe: 
 
EPA Drinking Water & Water Quality 

FIRST ROUND OF BIL FUNDING AWARDED TO 18 STATES 
On Friday, September 16, EPA awarded Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) funding to the first 18 states across 
the country for water infrastructure improvements. The BIL allocates more than $50 billion over five years 
toward repairing the nation’s water infrastructure. More than $1.1 billion in BIL capitalization grants have been 
issued to 18 states through the State Revolving Funds (SRFs), with additional capitalization grants 
forthcoming.  
 
These grants mark the first significant distribution of BIL water infrastructure funds. State allocations were 
previously announced.  EPA awarded SRF capitalization grants to: Arizona, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, 
Hawaii, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Montana, New Hampshire, New Mexico, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 
Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington and West Virginia.  Click here for more information.  
 
New Federal Climate Portal 
 
In early September, the federal government launched a website that 
provides a live dashboard to help communities see extreme weather 
and other climate change hazards, while also providing maps 
projecting how each community may be impacted. The Climate 
Mapping for Resilience and Adaptation portal will help state, local, 
Tribal and territorial governments and leaders better track real-time 
impacts and access federal resources for long-term planning. 
 
In addition to providing more detailed, location-specific data about 
climate threats, this new portal also brings together multiple federal information sources and funding 
opportunities to help communities better prepare for and respond to climate impacts – including resilience 
funding from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. The portal’s assessment tool utilizes information from federal 
initiatives including: Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool, Building Code Adoption Tracking Portal and 
Updated Sea Level Rise data.  Click here to learn more.  
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Fire suppression 
 

The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) is providing free access to 
fire codes.  Click here for more information.  
 
Also, don’t forget to observe 
National Fire Prevention Week, 
October 9 to 15, 2022.  You’ll find 

everything you need to know about this century-old tradition here.  
 
Fire causes & risks: We can all help make the world a safer place by 
learning more about how and why fires start. NFPA offers countless 
consumer-friendly safety tips on a wide range of timely and important 
topics.  Learn how to keep you, your family and your neighbors safe 
from fire and related hazards here.   
 
Plumbing Codes 
 

Senate passes legislation for research to improve safety of aging plumbing systems 
The NIST Plumbing Research Act is expected to clear the House & be signed into law 

 
Washington, D.C. – On July 27, the U.S. Senate passed the National Institute of Standards and Technology 
(NIST) Plumbing Research Act as part of a broader legislative push to enhance U.S. economic competitiveness. 
The act directs NIST – working in concert with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) – to conduct 
research on premise plumbing systems to improve their safety, efficiency and resilience.  

 
Research will be coordinated among academia, the private sector, the 
International Code Council and federal agencies. The Code Council, through 
its leadership role on the High-Performance Building Coalition, strongly 
supported this legislation’s advancement.  Learn more here. 
 

American National Standards Institute (ANSI) 
 
The American National Standards Institute (ANSI), in conjunction with its Committee on Education 
(CoE), has announced its 13th annual paper competition, with submissions to reflect the 2023 theme, 
Standards Supporting United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. This competition is part of a long-term 
effort to spread awareness among postsecondary students of the strategic significance of standards and 
conformance.  PAPER SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE BY JUNE 2, 2023. 
 
About the 2023 Theme: Standards Supporting United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 
The United Nations (UN) Sustainable Development Goals serve as a call to action for all nations to 
promote health, safety and prosperity while protecting the planet by the year 2030. At the center of the UN’s 
2030 agenda for sustainable development, 17 sustainable development goals are detailed here.  
 
Irrigation 
 
Registration for the annual Irrigation Show & Education Week – hosted 
by the international Irrigation Association – is now open.  This year’s 
show runs December 5-9, in Las Vegas.  Find registration details here.  
 
Everyone always told me, fall and winter were slow times at work – but I never found it to be so.  To me, the 
change in season just meant the nature of our work changes from outside inspections and training events to 
more paper intensive tasks.  So rather than commenting on the slower pace of work, here’s a shout out to 
enjoy the fall season, with all the family-centric holidays coming up. 
 
As always, please keep yourself and your loved ones safe – air five! 

Return to Top 
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Letter from the Editor 
Clipart logos: when ‘cute novelty’ becomes obsession 

By Carl Fauver, ABPA Communication Director 
 

OK, OK – I admit it.  I’m getting a little carried away with the logos.  But they’re fun to search for – and I 
sometimes get bored.  Besides, they’re non-fattening…if not non-addictive.  So, there you go.  You’ll find 
references to each of these logos somewhere in this newsletter’s hopefully interesting, or at least educational, 
articles. 
 

 
 
In this issue you hear twice from your ABPA Certification Committee.  First, the lead story suggests, at long 
last agreement may be possible on what are the most efficient and reliable procedures for conducting backflow 
prevention field tests. 
  
Following that story, and ahead of this one, you heard from ABPA President Blake Anderson, VP Troy Baird and 
your Executive Director Patti Fauver.  None of the logos are referenced in those columns, by the way.  Oh, and 
another aside – because few outside Utah have likely noticed – the second-year head coach of the Utah State 
University football team has the same name as your ABPA president.  Come to think of it, they’ve never been 
seen in the same room together either - just sayin’. 
 
In the pages ahead you will read about: 
 

• An ABPA region director who survived a health scare, and now counsels others who face similar fears – 
when she’s not busy with her work, ABPA or soccer mom duties 

• The Kentucky Bluegrass girl who’s now $1500 closer to her college degree, thanks to ABPA 
• Dealing with the public as you inform them water service may be out for a while (this retro article dates 

back more than a decade – but still contains lots of sage advice) 
• A Central California renaissance man who once guided ABPA through some challenging times 
• How Pressure Vacuum Breakers (PVB) and Spill Resistant Vacuum Breakers (SVB) operate, in the 7th 

and final article in an instructive series from your Certification Committee; and 
• What’s happening this fall with a pair of ABPA chapters, in Nevada and Texas.   

         
We appreciate the positive feedback we’ve received regarding your ABPA newsletters. We’re also encouraged 
to hear, some of you are interested in contributing stories to this quarterly publication.  We invite you to share 
ideas for future articles – or to offer any other comments – at info@abpa.org.  
 
For story ideas, it would be helpful if you include contact information for one or two individuals who can 
contribute to an article or would be available for an interview.  
 
I’d like to tell you four will be the limit on logos in this space – but I think we both know that promise can’t be 
made. 

Return to Top 
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Board Member Profile – ABPA Region 3 Director 
North Carolina’s Kathy Riley is a breast cancer survivor,  

“Soccer Mom” & ABPA executive, in that order 
 
For a fleeting moment, a decade ago, ABPA Region 3 Director Kathy Riley thought she 
was too busy traveling for work to keep her annual mammogram appointment.  But 
quickly she thought better of it – a move that may very well have saved her life.  
 
Three months ago, Riley marked the 10-year anniversary of her lifesaving surgery.  And, 
as today marks the start of Breast Cancer Awareness Month (October 1), she’s pleased to 
share her success story with anyone willing to listen. 
 
“I went in for my routine mammogram in April 2012 – they found something – and on 
July 16, I had a double mastectomy,” she explained.  “I had no family history of breast 
cancer.  I was not feeling sick in any way.  Luckily, they found it very early.  But a few 
months later, who knows.  Cancer cells can migrate quickly.” 
 
After her successful procedure, Riley told her doctors they could give her name and contact information to 
anyone facing the same harrowing news – something they have taken her up on more than once. 
 
“I have met with men and women to discuss their breast cancer diagnosis,” she added.  “The biggest question 
I get is, ‘How do you feel about yourself?’ because we are all so vain.  The worst thing you can do if you are 
diagnosed is to go on the internet.  It only shows the negatives.  I am an advocate for looking at the positive.  
You are still here.” 
 
After growing up in California – and graduating from San Diego State University with her Public Administration 
degree in 1992 – the then recently-married Riley thought she’d take a job with San Diego City and remain a 
West Coast girl for life.  But instead, fate stepped in, shifting her 2400 miles east. 
 
“My husband Wayne was working for Xerox in the early 1990s and got transferred to a position in Charlotte,” 
Kathy explained.  “It was a big change.  Then I went to work for Charlotte 
Water in February 1995.  I knew nothing about backflow or cross connection 
at the time.” 
 
Things happened in rapid succession for Riley after that, forcing her to learn 
on the fly quickly.  She was involved in forming the ABPA Carolinas chapter 
the very next year (1996), because the person who hired her at Charlotte 
Water was one of the chapter founders.  Then, the year after that, she was 
working at the ABPA National Conference. 
 
“I helped with registration during the 1997 national conference in Asheville (NC) and didn’t really get to hear 
very many speakers,” Riley said.  “But I quickly got a feel for how important ABPA is as an organization.  
Obviously, drinking water is just so vital to everything we do in life.” 

 
Outside her career, the late 1990s is also when Kathy’s kids 
began playing soccer.  She had no idea when her oldest, 
David, began to play, that she’d still be active assisting in the 
youth sport a quarter century later. 
 
“All three of our kids starting playing soccer at age five,” Riley 
said.  “Now David is 31, Scott’s 26 and Kelly is 23.  Wayne 
was active in their coaching.  He coached Kelly all through 
high school.” 
 

ABPA Region 3 Director  
Kathy Riley 
 

“I helped with registration 
during the 1997 national 

conference in Asheville 
(NC). I quickly got a feel 

for how important ABPA is 
as an organization.” 

Queen City News knows who to turn to when it needs the latest word on 
what’s happening with youth soccer in their area. 
 



Obviously, they’ve all aged out of youth soccer. But unlike most of us parents who fall away from the programs 
when our kids move on, Kathy hasn’t.  
 
“I was an AYSO (American Youth Soccer Organization) area director for 2-
and-a-half years and a regional commissioner for 10 years,” she said.  “I 
also just got certified to coach soccer for physically and learning-disabled 
kids.  We’re trying to get a league going.  It’s sad when a child is playing 
soccer, but his brother or sister can only watch because they are in a 
wheelchair.  The program I’m involved with now, helps all kids play.  I stay 
in it because physical activity is near and dear to my heart – and kids 
aren’t as healthy now as they were pre-COVID.” 
 
Speaking of which, the pandemic pushed all three of Kathy and Wayne’s unmarried kids back into their home 
“nest.”  David has his electrical engineering degree from North Carolina State.  Scott has his fine arts 

associates degree from nearby Rowan-
Cabarrus Community College.  And just last 
year, Kelly endured one of those socially-
distanced-on-the-football-field graduations 
at East Carolina University.  Mom says she’s 
considering parlaying her biology degree 
into becoming either a veterinarian or 
anesthesiologist. 
 
“We charge them all rent – which is really a 
kind of forced savings,” Riley added.  “It’s 
nice having them all around again.” 
 
Kathy has served as ABPA Region 3 
(Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, 
North Carolina, South Carolina and 
Tennessee) Director since 2015 and is a 
past “Director of the Year.”  She plans to 
run for the post again next spring.  And 
beyond that? 
 
“I’ve been asked by a past ABPA president 
to run for vice president; but I’m not 
thinking about that right now,” Riley said.  

“A lot of it has to do with the time commitment.  I’m not considering it for 2024.  But, of course, things are 
subject to change.” 
 
Meantime, the former high school class president (Porterville HS 1987), track athlete and flute player believes 
ABPA’s focus now needs to be on growing membership. 
 
“So many (backflow and cross connection control professionals) aren’t even aware of our organization,” Riley 
concluded.  “They could learn from us.  We could learn from them.  I think 
ABPA needs more of a presence at all kinds of water events.  Why aren’t we 
at more fairs, boat shows, lawn irrigation shows?  I think that’s where we 
need to be, as we try to increase membership.”  
 
Regardless of if or when breast cancer survivor and soccer mom Kathy Riley 
runs for a future ABPA national post, you can bet she’ll keep striving to 
make her Region 3 one of the most active and successful in the association.    
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“I think ABPA needs more of 
a presence at all kinds of 

water events.  Why aren’t we 
at more fairs, boat shows, 

lawn irrigation shows?” 

“It’s sad when a child is 
playing soccer, but his 

brother or sister can only 
watch because they are in a 
wheelchair.  The program 

I’m involved with now, helps 
all kids play.” 

Last summer, the Rileys travelled cross country to celebrate Wayne’s mom Phyllis’s 90th birthday.  That’s 
her husband Tad seated next to her in front.  In back (L-R), is daughter Kelly, Kathy, Wayne and sons 
David and Scott. 
 



2022 ABPA Harrington-Arthur Memorial Scholarship recipient 
Essay contest winner prefers writing about culinary H2O to outrunning dangerous 

floodwater, as she & her family did at Yellowstone National Park this summer  
 

Water has played a pretty big role in Kara Bane Luckett’s life, going all the way 
back to her many years as a youngster swimming competitively.  She and her 
family also had the experience this summer of outrunning floodwater.  Ironically, it 
was not the flooding that devastated her home state of Kentucky.  Instead, it was 
the raging water that washed out Yellowstone National Park roads, bridges and 
houses. 
 
But, Kara Bane (she likes using both her first and middle names) says all that 
experience with non-culinary water didn’t teach her much about drinking water 
safety.  Luckett learned as much about that as she’s ever known, while doing the 
research that eventually made her the 2022 ABPA Harrington-Arthur Memorial 
Essay Contest winner. 
 
“I didn’t even know backflow existed or was a 
threat,” Kara Bane explains.  “And I certainly 
didn’t know it can be caused by such simple 

things, like leaving the end of a hose in a swimming pool or a bucket.  Most 
people my age don’t know about backflow or how it can happen so easily.” 
 
In a very close vote between Luckett and another finalist, the young lady who 
grew up in Owensboro, Kentucky earned this year’s $1500 ABPA scholarship 
by addressing one of the more challenging essay questions ever put forth by 
the Public Awareness & Education Committee: 
 

   2022 ABPA Harrington-Arthur Memorial essay topic: 
 

“How can a water purveyor protect their potable water distribution system from 
pollution and/or contamination due to unprotected cross-connections and 

backflow? Discuss methods and procedures a water purveyor in your area has 
implemented to protect their distribution system from these hazards to ensure 

safe drinking water is supplied to all their end-users.” 
 
Public Awareness & Education Committee Chairman Troy Baird reports, his group received a total of 75 essays, 
54 of them qualifying entries.  The judging took several weeks to complete. 
 
Entitled The “Water Guy” Steals the Show at Career Day, Luckett’s essay imagines a career day at her 
Owensboro High School that includes presentations from an FBI agent, a television weather meteorologist, an 
ER doctor and “Mike Adams, Water Protection Technician with Owensboro Municipal Utilities (OMU).”  From 
there, Kara Bane discusses a variety of potential backflow hazards and how best to avoid them. 
 
Luckett closes her essay, writing: 
 

Before I know it, Mr. Adams concludes his talk and Career Day 2022 is over. To my surprise, the 
“water guy” was the most interesting speaker. I was surprised how much I learned. Now, it’s 
time for lunch, so I walk to the cafeteria. As I pull my water bottle out, I think about the 
important work that goes on behind the scenes at OMU so that I can fill my bottle with potable 
water each day. I know I will never look at my bottle of water in the same way! 

 
Read her entire 2022 ABPA Harrington-Arthur Memorial Scholarship winning essay here.  

“I didn’t even know 
backflow existed or was a 
threat. And I certainly 

didn’t know it can be 
caused by such simple 

things, like leaving the 
end of a hose in a 

swimming pool or bucket.” 

https://cdn.ymaws.com/abpa.site-ym.com/resource/resmgr/abpa_scholarship/2022_luckett.pdf


 
Kara Bane made the 3-hour move east from Owensboro to Lexington 
this summer, where she is now an honors freshman at the University 
of Kentucky.  She left two jobs when she made the move including, 
appropriately, a swimming lifeguard position. 
 
“I don’t have a declared college major yet,” she confessed.  “I have 
thought about International Studies.  I have always loved traveling 
and language.  I’ve been taking Spanish classes for a few years.” 
 
Back in June, Kara Bana – along with her mom, dad, brother and 
sister – “road tripped” to Grand Teton and Yellowstone National Parks 
for the first time ever.  She says it was “pure luck” her family of five 
was able to get out of America’s first national park when they did. 
 
“We had been in the parks for a week and were scheduled to go to 
some kind of cowboy cookout on our last evening,” Luckett 

explained.  “But at the last minute, we all decided we’d rather pack up and get a jump on the long drive home.  
So, we left Yellowstone through the north exit into Montana.  Later, watching the news that night, we learned 
flood waters had washed out part of the road we had driven.  We only got out 
four or five hours ahead of it.” 
 
Thousands of other visitors weren’t so lucky, remaining trapped in the park for 
some time, as floodwaters washed away bridges and homes.  It was the worst 
flooding in Yellowstone’s 150-year history, cutting June visitation nearly in half 
from the preceding year (536,601 this year, compared to 938,845 in 2021).  
 
“I can’t say it was ‘scary’ because we were out before the problems really 
began,” Kara Bane concluded.   “But after we learned how bad it was, we were 
grateful we skipped that cowboy cookout.  It was probably cancelled anyway.” 
 
The 2022 ABPA Harrington-Arthur Memorial Essay Contest is one of four 
scholarships Luckett has earned with her essay writing skills over the past year.  
And she calls this one the most challenging to research and write. 
 
“I did a lot of research on the Owensboro Municipal Utilities website and also 
talked to people in their agency,” she concluded.  “Mostly (through my 
research), I learned to be grateful to have clean water.  Some people do not 
have it consistently.  Clean drinking water is so important.”  
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Retro article – first published in the March/April 2010 issue of ABPA News 
Striving to keep the public satisfied has not changed over the years 

By 2006 ABPA Meritorious Service Award Winner Fred Baird 
 
 
 
 

This article first appeared in your ABPA News magazine a dozen 
years ago.  We believe its content is still valid and valuable to 

backflow prevention professionals working in our industry today.   
 
 
 

 

Not only did ABPA find Kara Bane to be a top 
scholar – so too did her Kentucky governor. 
 

Fred Baird penned this article in 2010 for this issue of ABPA News. 
 



“You’re going to have the water off how long?!?!” 
 
How many times have we heard such a statement when testing or repairing containment backflow prevention 
assemblies on critical services? 
 
Through the years of enforcing San Antonio Water System’s Backflow Prevention Program – and today, actually 
being involved in the testing and repairing of assemblies – we have always had to deal with many critical 
services not having manifold installations (bypass arrangements).  With manifold installations, one backflow 
prevention assembly can be turned off at a time for testing and/or repair.  If the installation does not have a 
manifold backflow prevention assembly, the water has to be turned off to the facility.  The only exception is if 
there is an additional belted water service or source to the facility. 
 
We have seen kidney dialysis centers, shopping centers, hospitals, chemical 
manufacturing plants, high rise office buildings, hotels, etc., with 
containment backflow protection and no bypass arrangement.  Of course, 
the bypass arrangement must have the same type of backflow protection 
with the size determined by the facility. 
 
Containment (premises isolation) backflow protection on a critical service 
can become a nightmare for the facility, tester and enforcement agency.  
The tester is usually blamed for problems encountered while testing or 
repairing an assembly and we’ve seen them held liable for damage and/or 
the water being off for an extended time. 
 
Is this really a tester-related problem or is this an engineering snafu?  In 
most instances we view it as an engineering oversight, not to include a manifold installation on a critical 
service. 
 
Water purveyors will call it to the attention of the design engineer, only to be told by the engineer, “they do 
not see the necessity of a bypass arrangement and the water can be turned off at night to test and repair the 
assembly.” 

 
This drops the ball in the lap of the facility and tester who now has to 
contend with the testing and repair of the backflow preventer for many 
years and/or the possible severance of water service due to a 
malfunctioning backflow preventer. 
 
In San Antonio, some testers have gone so far as to require a critical 
service type facility to sign a statement to the effect that the tester will 
not be liable or responsible for any problems encountered while testing or 
repairing the assembly. 
 

Hopefully such a statement would be a wake-up call to a critical service-type facility that “a manifold 
installation is a necessity and any problems encountered will not fall back on the tester.”  Such a statement 
might also be used as support for the facility’s maintenance engineer to obtain the funds for a manifold 
installation. 
 
Those in the design and engineering of water services to facilities where continuous water service is a necessity 
should be thoroughly educated on the testing and maintenance involved with backflow prevention assemblies.  
Also, reduced pressure principle backflow prevention assemblies (R/P) have a relief valve that can dump a lot 
of water in a full open position, basically severing the water service to the facility and can cause flooding 
problems. 
 
We know this is not all inclusive of the various situations we see in the field and that there are many variables 
that can apply in determining what is and is not considered a critical service. 
 
 

“Those in the design and 
engineering of water services 
to facilities where continuous 
water service is a necessity 

should be thoroughly educated 
on the testing and maintenance 

involved with backflow 
prevention assemblies.” 



Bottom Line 
Design engineers need to “speak some basic backflow” and understand what’s involved in the testing and 
maintenance of backflow prevention assemblies and what can go wrong!  Critical service facility 
representatives also need to be aware of the basic operation of an R/P (e.g., appropriate drainage for relief 
valve, water being off for an extended period, flooding potential, etc). 
 
Example of Possible Notice Below: 
NOTICE: Please read the following and with your concurrence and understanding, Johnny’s Backflow Service 
will proceed with testing the containment Backflow Prevention Assembly: 
 

 
This is the suggested notice as it originally appeared in the March/April 2010 issue of ABPA News…along with this headline, byline and backflow “service technician.”  
 
EDITOR’S NOTE: If you recall a story from our previous publications you believe would be helpful for today's 
backflow industry professionals, please contact us at info@abpa.org.  We will consider your suggestion for 
future publication. 
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2014 ABPA Meritorious Service Award Winner 
Renaissance man Terry Schneider enjoying his Central California retirement 

 
If you owned and operated a vineyard…officiated auto 
races…co-founded an ABPA chapter…and helped implement 
important drinking water safety practices over decades, does 
that qualify you as a “renaissance man?”  OK, maybe you’re 
no Michelangelo or da Vinci.  But the common definition of 
renaissance man – “a person with many talents or areas of 
knowledge” – seems to fit Terry Schneider to a T.  At the least, 
he’s a little different than the next guy.  
 
It’s been more than two decades since Schneider retired from 
his 39-year career working for Fresno City – and not quite that 
long since he was a driving force with ABPA.  But the 
association’s 2014 Meritorious Service Award winner is still 
keeping busy, rolling up miles in his home state. 
 Terry & Chris Schneider will mark their emerald wedding anniversary 

(55 years) next month. 

mailto:info@abpa.org


“We have two daughters and a son, all married, with four grandkids between them,” Schneider explained.  
“They all live here in California – but are a three-to-five-hour drive away, depending on whether we’re headed 
to Folsom, Windsor or Long Beach.  So, we keep busy visiting them.” 
 
The “we” is Terry and his better half, Chris.  They’ve been married since Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band 
was a brand-new album (1967).  They’ll celebrate their 55th wedding anniversary the day after Thanksgiving 
(11/25), three days ahead of Terry’s 81st birthday (11/28). 
 
“We met on a blind date,” Terry said.  “My best friend was dating her best friend.  We met in April 1967 and 
were married seven months later.  I had graduated from Fresno High in 1959.  She graduated from Clovis High 
School (12 miles away) in 1963.”   
 

The school teams may be rivals – but Chris and Terry somehow got past 
that.  By the time the Schneiders wed, Terry was already nearly six years 
into what would be his nearly 4-decade Fresno City career. 
 
“I attended Fresno City College out of high school, hoping to become an 
architect,” Schneider explained.  “But I wasn’t good enough at thinking 
outside the box to pursue that.  Luckily though, a surveying course I took 
prepared me just enough to hire on as a draftsman for the City of Fresno in 
March 1962.” 

 
After 16 years with the city, in 1978, Terry shifted from the Fresno Engineering Department to the city’s Water 
Division.  Their Backflow Prevention section was just being launched. 
 
“They asked if I wanted to administer the backflow program,” Schneider explained.  “When I got there, my 
second-in-command hands me a cardboard box and says ‘Here is your program.’  They threw me under the 
bus.  I had to do a lot of learning and organizing in a hurry.” 
 
Soon thereafter, Terry attended training at the USC Foundation for Cross Connection Control and Hydraulic 
Research.  A couple of years later he became a certified 
tester – and was off and running. 
 
“When I first started in the Water Department, there 
were maybe 30 backflow assemblies in all of Fresno,” 
Schneider added.  “By the time I left, in March 2001, 
there were about 800.” 
 
Fresno is also home to FEBCO, a designer and 
manufacturer of high-performance backflow prevention 
assemblies.  Watts Water Technologies acquired FEBCO 
in 2005.  But years before that, Terry first learned about 
ABPA through the company. 
 
“I learned an ABPA board member at that time was one 
of the head honchos at FEBCO – that’s how I was first 
introduced to the association,” he explained.  “I was active in the California and Nevada Sections of AWWA.  
But what I liked about ABPA is that it was a national and international organization.  When you are ABPA-
certified, it’s over a much larger (geographic) area.” 
 
Not long after becoming active in ABPA, about 1992, Schneider was one of the founders of the Central Valley 
California ABPA Chapter.  He’s still listed as a chapter member although, like so many others in recent years, it 
has struggled to remain active since COVID-19 arrived 2-and-a-half years ago. 
 
Still later in his ABPA career, Terry also spent years spearheading the silent auction fundraiser held annually 
during the association’s international conference.  

“They asked if I wanted to 
administer the backflow 

program. When I got there, 
my second-in-command hands 
me a cardboard box and says 
‘Here is your program.’ They 

threw me under the bus.” 

Terry (L) and his family made their way through Yosemite National Park last year. 
 



 

“I was not a ‘founder’ of the silent auction; but once 
they recruited me, I ran it for 15 years or so,” Schneider 
said.  “We regularly send out letters to manufacturers 
and ABPA chapters, asking for donations.  The amount 
of money we raised grew quite a bit in that time.” 
 
Terry says the highlight of his ABPA career came when 
the association surprised him with its 2014 Meritorious 
Service Award.  But, nearly a decade later, the moment 
also still embarrasses him a bit. 
 
“I was just a complete blubbering idiot – crying as I 
accepted it,” Schneider confesses.  “It’s such a 
prestigious award.  I didn’t feel I was the right guy to 

receive it.  I think I thanked everyone I needed to.  But I also wanted to get out of there as quick as possible.  
I was honored and embarrassed.” 
 
Now fully retired, Terry still makes time occasionally to indulge his oldest passion – attending auto races. 
 
“My Dad began taking me to races at age 5 and it’s a habit I just can’t kick,” he said.  “I used to own cars.  I 
was never a driver.  But the races took me every weekend, or every other weekend, to Phoenix, Washington 
State, Idaho, all over the place.  A couple of my kids really got into it also.  My son and I went to the Indy 500 
in 2012.  And now my grandson Luke races go-karts.  Racing is like a darn drug.” 
 
Although he never drove a racer, Schneider got a taste of high speeds 
while attending an ABPA Western Regional Conference years ago. 
 
“Bill Wong, Jim Purzycki and I went to the track in Las Vegas in 2013 and 
each had a turn in the passenger seat of a stock car,” he said.  “I peeked 
at the speedometer when it showed us going 178 miles per hour.” 
 
While Terry still dabbles a bit in the racing world, he’s gotten completely 
out of another long-term pastime.  He’s no longer enduring the ups and 
downs of owning and operating a temperamental, good-weather-
dependent California vineyard. 
 
“My parents separated when I was very young and I used to go spend 
weekends on the family vineyard where my dad lived,” Terry explained.  “My grandfather originally purchased 
the acreage in 1911.  After my dad deeded me land in 1972, we owned and operated a 40-acre Thompson 
Grape vineyard.  I built a house on the land in 1973 – and we lived there until I sold it in 2011.” 
 

For a quarter century, Terry sold his crop to the Sun-Maid raisin company.  
For another 15 years after that, he sold grape juice that eventually 
became wine. 
 
“When you grow grapes, you work all year for just three weeks,” he 
added.  “If the weather is bad, you lose your crop.  Farming is not all it’s 
cracked up to be.  I made some money – but mostly we broke even.  I 
liked it until I got older; then it wore on me.” 
 

Just as he does with his vineyard, Schneider has many fond memories of his time involved with ABPA. 
 
“It was mainly the people – the other members, the manufacturers – a bunch of good people,” he concluded.  
“Every day you learn so much, with great people.  Working to get everyone on the same playing field 
understanding cross connection control is important.  And making so many good friends made it even better.”  
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Terry’s son Michael discing the vineyard that had been 
in the Schneider family 100 years. 
 

“Working to get everyone on 
the same playing field 

understanding cross connection 
control is important.  And 

making so many good friends 
made it even better.” 



Certification Program Update 
How Pressure Vacuum Breakers (PVB) and Spill Resistant Vacuum 

Breakers (SVB) operate: The 7th and final article in our series 
 

Last quarter, your ABPA Certification Committee continued its 7-part series – explaining the workings of backflow 
prevention assemblies – with a discussion of Double Check (DC) and Double Check Detector Assemblies (DCDA). This 
quarter, they conclude their 7-part series with a similar discussion of PVB and SVB valves.   

  
In our previous articles we have discussed how the RP and DC operate. It is 
important to know this in order to make proper repairs. In this article, we will 
discuss how Pressure Vacuum Breakers (PVB) and Spill Resistant Vacuum 
Breakers (SVB) operate. 
 
The PVB consists of an inlet and outlet shut off, two test cocks, a check valve and 
an air inlet component. The normal flow of water goes from the inlet into the 
check valve. The check valve is designed to hold 1.0 PSI in the direction of flow, 
similar to a DC check.  
 
When the check valve opens, water travels past it, causing the air inlet valve to 
close. The air inlet valve will compress an air inlet loading (it’s not always a metal 
spring) designed to generate a load of at least 1.0 PSI.  

 
The air inlet valve is pressure-closed for normal water flow.  It is designed to only 
open when force from the air inlet loading (1.0 PSI minimum) is greater than the 
water pressure in the area after the check valve. The PVB is designed to prevent 
backsiphonage only.  It requires the PVB to be installed 12” above the highest 
point of use or piping on the downstream of the 
assembly. 
 
Several adverse conditions can cause the check in 
a PVB to perform below its optimum level. The 
cause of check failure is due to the failure of the 
disc to seal with adequate pressure against the 
check seat. The most common causes of failure 

are dirt and debris lodged between the check valve disc and seat.  
 
Another common problem is disc degradation, when the disc is not sealing 
against the check seat optimally. A third common failure has to do with the alignment of the check valve 
spring. Many models require the spring to be installed with a spring retainer.  If 
it is not properly installed, it can exert an uneven pressure on the spring, 
causing it to not deliver the proper load to the check valve. 
 
Typical causes of air inlet valve failure occur when the air inlet does not fully 
unseat itself when water pressure in the body is below 1.0 PSI. One cause of air 
inlet failure happens when the air inlet disc adheres to the air inlet seat.  
 
The disc can adhere to the air inlet seat when temperature or water quality 
conditions cause a bonding between the seat and disc. Many times, the canopy 
covering the bonnet is missing.  This can allow direct sunlight onto the air inlet, 
causing deterioration problems due to the sun’s ultra violet rays.  
 
On some PVB models, the air inlet spring can easily be removed or inserted in a way that reduces loading 
below the 1.0 PSI minimum requirement. One PVB brand does not use a mechanical metal spring in the usual 
sense, but rather a fold of rubber on the poppet which generates the load.  If you are not familiar with this 
brand, you could erroneously assume the spring is missing. 
 

Properly operating PVB 
 

PVB with a leaking check valve 
 

“Several adverse 
conditions can cause the 

check in a PVB to perform 
below its optimum level.  

The most common causes 
of failure are dirt and 

debris between the check 
valve disc and seat.” 

PVB with a leaking air inlet valve 
 



Sometimes the air inlet valve will not seal on the air inlet seat completely, causing leaks. This unwanted 
discharge from the air inlet, again, can be caused by several issues. The usual culprit is dirt or debris between 
the air inlet valve disc and the air inlet seat.  If the disc becomes damaged from this debris – or becomes worn 
for other reasons – it often inhibits its ability to seal properly.  
 
Another cause of leakage occurs when the air inlet guide is damaged in such a way as to not allow the air inlet 
valve to seat squarely on the air inlet seat. 

 
A variation of the PVB is called an SVB. The SVB has an inlet and outlet shut 
off, a check valve, an air inlet valve, a single test cock and a vent valve. The 
SVB performs similarly to the PVB, except when the SVB is initially pressurized.  
 
The normal water path of a PVB is for water to enter the body, then open the 
check valve, proceed past the check valve and seal close the air inlet valve. 
The SVB is a little different. Water enters the body, and instead of causing the 
check valve to open first (as with the PVB), the air inlet valve closes before the 
check valve opens. This is accomplished by the air inlet having a lighter loading 
(1.0 PSI minimum) than the check 
valve.  
 

Water does not have to travel past the check valve to close the air 
inlet valve as it does in the PVB. For this reason, a properly 
operating SVB will not discharge from the air inlet on initial startup. 
Once the SVB is pressurized, it will perform similar to a PVB. Causes 
of SVB failures are similar to those of PVBs, previously discussed. 
 
In order to properly maintain or repair any RP, DC, PVB or SVB 
assembly, it is important the repair technician understand how the 
assembly is supposed to work.  This is the only way failures can be 
properly identified. The purpose of the repair process is to return the assembly back to its original factory 
specifications. 
 
This concludes this 7-part series from your ABPA Certification Committee.  Watch for more critical advice and 
tips from the committee in future newsletters. 
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Chapters’ Corner 
North Texas & Silver State (NV) ABPA chapters seeing different  

results, as they work to bounce back post-pandemic 
 
With the summer vacation season now behind us – including those record-smashing 100°+ September days 
across the west – ABPA chapters are now back to work, still trying to restore some post-coronavirus normalcy.   
 
This quarter we peek in on a pair of chapters that, so far, are enjoying differing levels of success.  In a 
nutshell: North Texas is nearly back to “normal,” while the Silver State (NV) chapter is struggling to return to 
its previously productive schedule. 
 
North Texas ABPA Chapter 
 
“Pre-pandemic, we were at 61 paid chapter members; during COVID we dipped all the way down to 18 
members; now, we are back up to 54 members, with new people joining at each meeting.”  
 
Those numbers from 8-year North Texas ABPA Chapter Treasurer Robert Hockenberry clearly illustrate how 
quickly his chapter – serving the greater Dallas area – has righted the post-coronavirus ship. 
 

“In order to properly maintain or 
repair any RP, DC, PVB or SVB 
assembly, it is important the 

repair technician understand how 
the assembly is supposed to work.  
The purpose of the repair process 
is to return the assembly back to 
its original factory specifications.” 

Properly operating SVB 
 
 



The North Texas Chapter held its most recent quarterly meeting August 9, back at their familiar digs in the 
Irving Water Utilities Division conference room. 
 

“We’ve been meeting there since 2015, because they have 
such nice stadium seating and audio/visual equipment,” 
Hockenberry said.  “Vendors normally supply our lunches.  
Members can also have their gauges tested and calibrated.  
And we offer two hours of CEU training at each meeting.” 
 
Although Hockenberry has been the North Texas Chapter 
treasurer for nearly a decade, the chapter president has not 
yet been in place one year. 
 
“I was first elected to fill a vacancy last November,” Toby 
Rodgers said.  “Then I was re-elected president, to a full 2-

year term, last May.  I’ll run again in May 2024, as long as Bob (Hockenberry) continues to do all the work.  He 
really is organized and has been the backbone of this organization for 
years.  He’s also very laid back, supportive and ready to answer any 
questions.” 
 
Rodgers is the Mesquite City Public Works Backflow Inspector.  He’s 
been with the city more than 20 years.  Hockenberry, meantime, has 
been the environmental compliance specialist for the Irving City Water 
Utilities Division for 15 years.  He’s now over their cross-connection 
control program.  
 
Meantime, 4-year North Texas ABPA Chapter Secretary Richard Fisk is his own boss.  For a dozen years, he’s 
operated A Trust Backflow. 
 
“I go all over the state, conducting about ten backflow tests per day, along with making repairs,” Fisk said.  
“One of our big chapter goals now is to work with cities to try to get them on the same page when it comes to 
tracking their backflow testing programs.  For instance, cities use many different computer programs.  Some 
are great – but some aren’t.  We’d like to help them become more uniform and efficient.” 
 
In addition to their quarterly meetings, the North Texas ABPA Chapter also likes to set up information booths 
at their state’s two largest irrigation conferences, operated annually by the Lone Star Irrigation Association and 
the Texas Irrigation Association.  
 

“I am really proud and excited to see how our chapter is bouncing back,” President Rodgers concluded.  “We 
have chapter members from so many different backgrounds.  We have people who’ve been active for 25 
years… and others, for only one year.  We know we provide a good financial value to our members – and they 
have responded, post-COVID.” 
 
 

North Texas ABPA Chapter President Toby Rodgers (L) had a full house at the 
group’s August 9 quarterly meeting. 
 
 

“I am really proud and excited 
to see how our chapter is 
bouncing back.  We have 

chapter members from so 
many different backgrounds.” 

-Toby Rodgers 

Leaders of the North Texas ABPA Chapter at their most recent meeting included (L-R): Treasurer Bob Hockenberry, Board Member Daniel Cantu, President Toby Rodgers, Board 
Member Belinda Pattison and Secretary Richard Fisk. 
 
 
Leaders of the North Texas ABPA Chapter at their most recent meeting included (L-R): Treasurer Bob Hockenberry, Board Member Daniel Cantu, President 
Toby Rodgers, Board Member Belinda Pattison and Secretary Richard Fisk. 
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Silver State ABPA Chapter 
 
Unfortunately, Nevada’s only ABPA chapter – the Las Vegas-based Silver State Chapter – is not yet enjoying 
the same post-pandemic success as their Texas counterparts.  Members say they were thrilled to have their 
city host this year’s ABPA International Conference.  And they are pleased it’s returning again in May 2023.  
But, in the meantime, they’re facing challenges getting back up and running. 

 
 “Our last meeting was pre-COVID; we’re trying to get another one scheduled – but 
first, we need to fill a couple of board positions,” said Silver State ABPA Chapter 
President Gene Bragazzi.  “Our chapter used to be quite active, with quarterly meetings 
and other events.  I’m confident we’ll get there again.  But it’s still a challenge now.” 
 
That challenge is expected to grow in just a couple of months, when Bragazzi, 73, 
retires from his position as cross connection control supervisor for the city of Henderson 
(16 miles southeast of Las Vegas).  He’s been in that position since 2016, and with the 
city for a total of 30 years. 
 
“It’s a typical city position,” he quipped.  “As long as you do your job, they don’t change 
anything.  No promotions… few pay raises… you just keep doing the work.”  
 
And what about his lengthy stint as Silver State ABPA Chapter President? 
 

“I must have been drunk that day in 2008 when I agreed to run for president,” Bragazzi added.  “We’ve tried 
to have a few elections since then.  But when you ask for nominations, it’s like someone shot everyone at the 
meeting with Novocain.  That makes it a challenge to keep all of our positions filled.” 
 
One person they’ve been able to rely upon in the chapter is secretary/treasurer Verne Stewart, who operates 
Stewart’s Backflow Testing, Gage Calibration and Certification out of Boulder City (26 miles southeast of Las 
Vegas).  He’s worn both those chapter hats (secretary and treasurer) since 2015, 
the same year he retired from the Las Vegas Valley Water District.  
 
“I worked for the water district from 2002 to 2015, before working my business 
fulltime,” Stewart explained.  “I test and repair backflow assemblies and am now a 
Factory-Authorized Calibration Service Center for Mid-West Instrument.  I do about 
30 to 50 certifications and repairs every year – many of them at our casinos.”  
  
Stewart reports, there are now only about 20 paid members of the Silver State 
ABPA Chapter.  He’s working to help pull together a membership drive in the 
greater Las Vegas area.  Chapter officials also hope to reestablish their annual end-
of-the-year members’ family picnic.  Like so many of their other activities, that was 
a going venture up through December 2019, before coronavirus arrived. 
 
But Bragazzi and Stewart both admit, at the moment their ABPA chapter in the 
Nevada desert is a work in progress.  They hope 2023 will be their year to turn the corner and rekindle chapter 
activity.   
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Verne Stewart became the Silver 
State ABPA Chapter Secretary/ 
Treasurer in 2015. 
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