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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Strengthening California’s infrastructure

Mike Cooper, pe | mark thomas
President
ACEC California, 2017 –2018

IT

has been my pleasure to serve as

involved a massive statewide coalition

huge success with great speakers and

your President of ACEC California

of which ACEC California was heavily

educational sessions. With the leadership

supportive. Unfortunately, there is a

of Dawn Antonucci and our Conference

political effort underway to repeal the

Committee, we heard presentations

for 2017–18.
2017 was an outstanding year for
ACEC California and our member firms!

infrastructure plan; we are currently

from a pair of notable keynote speakers:

We had a successful year financially:

allied with organizations to oppose any

Dr. Steven Robinson, a former surveyor,

adding new member firms, growing our

attack on these much-needed funds.

astronaut, spacewalker, and current

team in Sacramento, and garnering
significant contributions to our Political

Lastly, we celebrate the approval
of sales tax increases by a number

Professor of Mechanical and Aerospace
Engineering at UC Davis; and Randy

Action Committee, which supports

of Self-Help Counties to help fund

Iwasaki, Executive Director of the Contra

candidates that understand the priorities

critical infrastructure projects.

Costa Transportation Authority, who is

of the design professional community.
We secured a major victory with the

Prospectively, we are sponsoring
Senate Bill 920 (Cannella) that, if passed,

at the forefront of the implementation
of Redefining Mobility with autonomous

enactment of Senate Bill 496 (Cannella),

will eliminate the sunset on our member

vehicles. In the evenings, attendees

which limits our duty to defend only to

firms’ ability to organize as limited

enjoyed a Casino Night benefitting the

the extent to which we are found negli-

liability partnerships (LLPs)

ACEC National PAC, and an elaborate

gent in our services. This reform restores

In October, we held our Annual

dinner that ended with live music and

balance in the contractual indemnity

Conference on the shores of beautiful

a packed dance floor — it was Engineers

context and limits the open-ended

Lake Tahoe. The conference, with a

Gone Wild dancing the night away!

nature of this uninsurable obligation.

theme of “Together for Tomorrow —

The passage of the historic transportation package Senate Bill 1 (Beall)

In February 2018, we hosted the

Next Level of Innovation for People,

Engineering Excellence Awards Banquet

Profession, and Projects,” was a

in Downtown Los Angeles to recognize
our member firms and clients for their
outstanding work on projects that benefit
communities across the state. The proceeds
of the event benefit the ACEC California
Scholarship Foundation, which last year
awarded over $80,000 in scholarships to
college students majoring in engineering
and surveying fields.
I want to personally thank each of you
who have been active in ACEC California,
and encourage you to continue to take
advantage of the many opportunities ACEC
California has to offer. I also urge you to
involve your newer staff in ACEC California
efforts — it is important to continue to

2017–2018 ACEC California Executive Committee
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develop the next generation of leaders!

Over 120 health plans.
Competitive rates.
Strength in numbers.
The ACEC Life/Health Trust offers competitive health benefit plans to firms just like
yours, and you don’t even need to be a member to get a quote. Here’s why ACEC
members—and their employees—renew with the Trust 93% of the time.

120+ Strength in
Numbers
The Trust features over 120
plan designs for all group
sizes—whether for two
employees or more than
100.

Simple Setup &
Dedicated Service
Moving from your current health
plan is surprisingly easy with
the help of a dedicated account
service team that understands
both the engineering and
health care industries.

$

Confidence in
Coverage

The ACEC Life/Health Trust is
treated as one large employer
when determining group rates,
which could lead to cost
savings for your firm.

Get started today by calling 1-877-279-6544
for a quote, or visit UHC.com/acec24.

The American Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC), the ACEC Life/Health Insurance Trust and UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company are three separate legal operating entities and, as such, the organizations are governed and function independently. UnitedHealthcare’s services are provided with the authorization of the ACEC Life/
Health Trust. Questions related to health benefits offered through the ACEC Life/Health Trust should be directed to 1-800-573-0415. Must be UnitedHealthcare insurance
license products; and HMO products do not apply. ACEC membership qualification is determined by the association.
Insurance coverage provided by or through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company, UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company of Illinois or their affiliates.
MT1013057 03/16 ©2017 United HealthCare Services, Inc. 15-0989

Yeh and Associates, Inc.
Consulting Geotechnical Engineers & Geologists
Providing geotechnical services
for public works, infrastructure and
federal lands:
Geotechnical engineering
and engineering geology
Landslide and slope instability
evalua�on and repair
Rockfall and debris ﬂow hazard
analysis and mi�ga�on
�ridge founda�on reports,
highway geology and pavement
design
Geotechnical studies for water
and wastewater treatment,
storage and conveyance
�esign of earth reten�on and
slope stabiliza�on systems
Seismic hazard analysis and
soil response
�onlinear analysis of founda�ons,
retaining systems, and slopes
Construc�on management and
inspec�on
Coastal geology and hazard
mi�ga�on
391 Front Street, Suite D
Grover Beach, California 93433
tel. 805-481-9590 x 281
www.yeh-eng.com

Where restoration meets practicality.
For Big Canyon Creek in Newport Beach, a singular approach wasn’t enough to
solve its pollution challenges. Leveraging a comprehensive, low-cost remediation
and restoration solution, the city solved a complex mix of environmental challenges.
Thank you for honoring this effort. Learn more at burnsmcd.com/BigCanyonACEC.

Offices Worldwide

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
Collaborating to protect policy priorities

Brad Diede
Executive Director
ACEC California

ACEC CA

lifornia works hard

perform audits and increase trans-

ACEC California is continuing to fight for

parency. It also places Proposition 69

these priorities, and is actively working in

engineering and land surveying profes-

on the June 2018 ballot, which

coalition to safeguard SB 1 and expedite

sion in Sacramento, but some of our

prevents the state Legislature from

water bond fund distribution.

work also focuses on protecting our

using these revenues for anything

achievements during election cycles.

except road maintenance, improve-

strengthening the state’s water and

To be successful, we often work within

ment, and transportation projects.

housing infrastructure by supporting

to represent the

broad coalitions that are driving towards
the same like-minded policy objectives.
In 2017, we were part of a coalition

This isn’t the first time engaging in
comprehensive coalition partnerships
was successful: in 2014, in coalition

of business, construction and labor

with many of the same organizations,

groups to successfully pass Senate Bill 1

we helped pass Proposition 1, which

(SB 1). SB 1 is a long-term transporta-

authorized $7.545 billion in general

tion reform and funding package that

obligation bonds to fund ecosystems

contains new revenues to make road

and watershed protection and resto-

safety improvements, repair local

ration, and water supply infrastructure

streets, highways, bridges and over-

projects. In 2016, the coalition stopped

passes, and it includes funds for

Proposition 53, which would have

increased capacity. The legislation also

significantly stalled infrastructure

includes provisions to cut bureaucratic

projects across the state.

redundancies to ensure transportation

While our efforts have yielded

ACEC California is also investing in

the following ballot initiatives:

1
■■

THE CALIFORNIA DROUGHT,
WATER, PARKS, CLIMATE, COASTAL
PROTECTION, AND OUTDOOR
ACCESS FOR ALL ACT OF 2018 |
which authorizes $4 billion in
bonds for, largely, parks and
some water projects;

2
■■

THE WATER SUPPLY AND WATER
QUALITY ACT | which authorizes
$8.877 billion in state general
obligation bonds for various waterrelated infrastructure projects.

3

funds are spent efficiently and effec-

great results, we must continue to be

tively. It gives more independence to the

diligent. Currently, there is an effort to

California Transportation Commission

repeal SB 1; and government agencies

which authorizes $4 billion in

and establishes the independent office

are delaying the release of Proposition 1

bonds for low income and

of Transportation Inspector General to

funding for water storage projects.

affordable housing projects

■■

THE VETERANS AND AFFORDABLE
HOUSING BOND ACT OF 2018 |

throughout the state.
2017 was a year of progress for the

While our efforts have yielded great results,
we must continue to be diligent. Currently,
there is an effort to repeal sb 1; and government
agencies are delaying the release of prop 1
funding for water storage projects.

engineering profession and California’s
infrastructure and 2018 will be a year of
great opportunity, but we cannot do it
alone. Membership involvement, dues,
political action dollars, and working with
diverse coalitions will ensure we continue
our successes. We thank you for your
continued support and look forward to
another exciting year.

ENGINEERING & SURVEYING BUSINESS REVIEW | ACEC-CA.ORG
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MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
Giving voice in the Capitol

LAST

month, ACEC California
celebrated its prestigious

innovative when built by our hands;
those hands are put to work at the

Engineering Excellence Awards with

capitol with LVD. It is the paramount

the annual gala in Los Angeles. For me,

event for the goals of our organization

the event is always a great reminder

and an opportunity for you to sit

of the incredible work our member

down, face-to-face, with your elected

firms do and how our efforts help to

officials and discuss issues important

build a better California. EEA also

to our industry as a professional, a

perfectly paves the way for our next

business owner, a voting constituent

event, Legislative Visit Day (LVD).

and a Californian.

Motivated by our accomplishments,

In-person visits from constituents

we take that momentum to the Capitol

are the most influential way to commu-

to help create a better California for

nicate with a member of legislature

our industry. If EEA showcases what

who is undecided on an issue. During

we are capable of as an industry, LVD

previous LVDs, ACEC California

showcases what we are willing to do

members have pressed our legislature

for the industry.

about the need for reform in creating

We know that California’s infrastructure projects are safer and more

fair and insurable contracts and the
desperate need for transportation
funding in our state. Because of those
efforts, in 2017, we helped pass SB 496

When we come together
as a unified force to
stress the importance
and significant beneficial impact of private
consulting engineers,
we can have a powerful
effect on policymaking
in the Capitol.

and secured a transportation funding
package in SB 1. Still, our future
efforts will be needed to protect this
vital legislation and further expand
opportunities for the engineering and
land surveying professions to better
serve California.
Every member should take the
opportunity to meet with your elected
officials through the LVD experience.
It is vital that members make the effort
to establish credibility, build a relationship with and help educate state and
local leaders about the critical role our
industry plays in California’s success.
Educating legislators about design

6
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Christian Anger
Membership Director
ACEC California

professionals — what they do, who

With multiple competing interests

design professionals make to

they serve and what projects they help

vying for elected officials’ time and

your community. It also allows

create — is important to the sustain-

attention, ACEC California relies on

you to explain how a proposed

ability and strength of our industry.

our members to make the effort to

new law or regulation would affect

A legislative visit is an effective way to

communicate your needs directly as

your business, the industry and

begin a conversation with your legis-

a constituent. It helps your elected

California’s infrastructure needs.

lator, establish a working relationship

representative more clearly understand

When we come together

and puts a local face on the issue.

the social and economic contributions

as a unified force to stress the
importance and significant

2017 Legislative Visit Day and Reception:
(Left) Assemblyman Rudy Salas (D–Bakersfield)
with ACEC California members; (Lower left)
Senators Steven Bradford (D–Gardena)
and Scott Wiener (D–San Francisco) talk
with Executive Director Brad Diede

beneficial impact of private
consulting engineers, we can
have a powerful effect on
policymaking in the Capitol.

ENGINEERING & SURVEYING BUSINESS REVIEW | ACEC-CA.ORG
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STRATEGIC LOCAL OUTREACH
Rebuilding a better California

Jennifer Teasdale
Policy Outreach Coordinator
ACEC California

2017

was a year of unprecedented
difficulties for our state and

nation’s infrastructure, which were the

result of relentless and catastrophic
natural disasters from coast-to-coast.
We watched the news channels in horror
as Texans, Floridians, and Puerto Ricans

As we move forward, we must strengthen our
infrastructure so that it is not just better, but the best.
Much of that responsibility falls on the membership
of ACEC California and its public agency partners.

encountered devastating hurricane
weather and floods. Locally, we prayed

falls on the membership of ACEC

to help rebuild the very best California.

for the Oroville Dam to withstand a

California and its public agency partners.

This starts with a competitive and

record-breaking year of precipitation —
at least long enough for residents south

holds uncertainty, but we can resolve

most qualified applicants are selected to

of the reservoir to evacuate. And we

to be as prepared as possible. This

design needed infrastructure projects.

continue to mourn the still-unbelievable

starts with a dependable transportation

That is why ACEC California believes a

loss of life and property from fires in

network, durable dams and levees, and

Qualifications-Based Selection procure-

both Northern and Southern California.

a reliable water supply and delivery

ment process is vital. QBS is the hiring

While always acknowledging the

There is no doubt that the future

effective procurement process so that the

system. Such projects support the daily

process that requires public agencies to

lives lost and affected, we also must look

lives of Californians, and we must

select the most qualified engineers and

toward rebuilding the Golden State. As

recognize the tremendous import of

land surveyors for the design of public

we move forward, we must strengthen our

well-designed infrastructure.

works projects. California law dictates

infrastructure so that it is not just better,

ACEC California is committed to

but the best. Much of that responsibility

working with our public agency partners

that cost must not be the sole driver of
selecting an engineering firm for public
works projects. Besides being illegal, it
is also wholly irresponsible. This is why
our organization has created a compre-

There is no doubt that the future holds
uncertainty, but we can resolve to be
as prepared as possible. This starts with
a dependable transportation network,
durable dams and levees, and a reliable
water supply and delivery system.

hensive program geared toward educating
our members and their public clients
about how to procure design services
in a way that protects the engineering
and land surveying professions,
delivers the client’s needs at a fair price,
prioritizes public safety, and protects
the public’s investment.
In the past 12 months, ACEC
California has engaged with scores
of state and local agencies to educate

8
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them about why these engineering and
land surveying professionals should be
hired based on qualifications, instead
of bottom lines. A low bid may provide
a cheap price, but that can be accompanied by cheap quality.
As California undertakes massive
repair projects resulting from natural
disasters and years of deferred
maintenance, let’s do our best to ensure
that our children’s and grandchildren’s
generations are confident in the infrastructure we build today.

Qualifications-Based Selection (QBS) is the
hiring process that requires public agencies
to select the most qualified engineers and land
surveyors for the design of public works projects.
California law dictates that cost must not be
the sole driver of selecting an engineering firm
for public works projects. Besides being illegal,
it is also wholly irresponsible.

ENGINEERING EXCELLENCE AWARDS | 2018 HONOR

EACH YEAR

ACEC CALIFORNIA honors

water; water resources; transportation; special

engineering and land surveying

projects; small projects; energy; and industrial

firms throughout California with Engineering
Excellence Honor, Merit and Commendation Awards.

and manufacturing processes and facilities.
19 Honor Awards were granted to 18 firms.

Of those recipients, ACEC California selects one

26 Merit Awards were granted to 20 firms and

firm to receive the Golden State Award. This year,

10 Commendation Awards were granted to 9 firms.

39 California firms representing 55 projects were

An awards dinner, which was a fundraiser for the

named EEA Award winners. Honor Award winners

ACEC California Scholarship Foundation 501(c)3,

are eligible to enter the ACEC National Engineering

was held in Los Angeles, February 8, 2018;

Excellence Awards competition.

Honor Award-winning projects had photographic

Entries are accepted into one of 12 project
categories: studies, research and consulting
engineering services; building/technology systems;
structural systems; surveying and mapping
technology; environmental; waste and storm

panels on display at the Capitol, outside of the
Governor’s office, in February 2018.
For more information and details about
each project, visit www.engineeringca.com.

GOLDEN STATE AWARD WINNER | BIGGS CARDOSA ASSOCIATES, INC.

PEDESTRIAN UNDERPASS EXTENSION
AT THE SANTA CLARA CALTRAIN STATION
Biggs Cardosa Associates, Inc.

ACEC California named the Pedestrian Underpass
Extension at the Santa Clara Caltrain Station as its 2018
Golden State Award Winner for its innovative design
features that significantly expanded pedestrian and
cyclist access. Biggs Cardosa Associates, Inc. served
as the prime consultant and structural engineer to the
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority project.
Opened in June 2017, the underpass gives pedestrians
and cyclists a safe, direct way to cross from the station
on the west side of the Caltrain and Union Pacific
Railroad tracks to Brokaw Road via a new open-air ramp.
Previously, pedestrians and cyclists had to either cross
the tracks illegally or journey 1.5 miles, navigating a busy
overpass with minimal sidewalks and no bike lanes.

ENGINEERING EXCELLENCE AWARDS | 2018 HONOR
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RIVERVIEW CAPITAL INVESTMENTS + THE NEW
HOME COMPANY + WOOD RODGERS, INC.
McKinley Village in Sacramento

SUMMIT ENGINEERING, INC.
American AgCredit Headquarters in Santa Rosa

MKN & ASSOCIATES, INC.
Jim May Park Denitrification Biofilter Project in Santa Maria

ENGINEERING & SURVEYING BUSINESS REVIEW | ACEC-CA.ORG

13

ENGINEERING EXCELLENCE AWARDS | 2018 HONOR

14

SPRING 2018 | ENGINEERING & SURVEYING BUSINESS REVIEW

ARUP
Seaside Way Pedestrian Bridge in Long Beach

MOTT MACDONALD, LLC
Industrial Road Parallel Sanitary Sewer in San Carlos

OMNI-MEANS, A GHD COMPANY
Holman Highway 68 Roundabout in Monterey

ENGINEERING & SURVEYING BUSINESS REVIEW | ACEC-CA.ORG
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INLAND FOUNDATION ENGINEERING, INC.
Hemet Elementary School Campus Replacement in Hemet

HDR | MAINTENANCE DESIGN GROUP (MDG)
Division 14 Rail Operations and Maintenance
Facility in Santa Monica

KJELDSEN, SINNOCK & NEUDECK, INC.
Mule Creek State Prison Level II Infill Complex in Ione

ENGINEERING & SURVEYING BUSINESS REVIEW | ACEC-CA.ORG
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PSOMAS
Berth 142 Crane Maintenance Building in Wilmington

T.Y. LIN INTERNATIONAL
California Incline Bridge and Idaho Avenue Pedestrian
Overcrossing Replacements in Santa Monica

GHD INC.
Comprehensive Large-Scale Habitat Restoration
in Crescent City

ENGINEERING & SURVEYING BUSINESS REVIEW | ACEC-CA.ORG
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GUIDA SURVEYING, INC.
The Gardens at Heather Farm in Walnut Creek

SYSKA HENNESSY GROUP, INC.
General Services Administration, New Los Angeles Federal
Courthouse in Los Angeles

MICHAEL BAKER INTERNATIONAL
I-5/La Novia Roundabout in San Juan Capistrano

ENGINEERING & SURVEYING BUSINESS REVIEW | ACEC-CA.ORG
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BURNS & MCDONNELL ENGINEERING COMPANY, INC.
Big Canyon Restoration and Water Quality Improvement
Project in Newport Beach

CAROLLO ENGINEERS, INC.
Sacramento River and E.A. Fairbairn Water Treatment Plants
Rehabilitation in Sacramento

BIGGS CARDOSA ASSOCIATES, INC.
East Campbell Avenue Portals Project in Campbell

ENGINEERING & SURVEYING BUSINESS REVIEW | ACEC-CA.ORG
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AECOM
Empire Ave and Buena Vista St Grade Separations in Burbank

ARCADIS US INC.
Port of Los Angeles Berths 142–143 Backland Improvement Phases 2–4 in Wilmington

BLACKBURN CONSULTING
Cosumnes River Boulevard Extension and I-5 Interchange in Sacramento

DEGENKOLB ENGINEERS
High-Rise Column Splice Repair in San Francisco

GHD INC.
Eastside Trunk Sewer & Roadway Reconstruction Project Phases I–III in Rohnert Park

HUITT-ZOLLARS, INC.
La Pata Avenue/Camino Del Rio Extensions in Orange County, San Juan Capistrano & San Clemente

INFRASTRUCTURE ENGINEERING CORPORATION
Village Park Recycled Water Project in Encinitas

KENNEDY/JENKS CONSULTANTS, RANCHO CORDOVA
American River Pipeline Conveyance Project in Carmichael

KENNEDY/JENKS CONSULTANTS, SAN FRANCISCO
EchoWater Site Preparation Project in Elk Grove

KIMLEY-HORN, SAN DIEGO
Paradise Creek Restoration in National City

KIMLEY-HORN, SAN DIEGO
Downtown Rapid Stations in San Diego

KIMLEY-HORN, ORANGE
Sunray Solar in San Bernardino County

KOA CORPORATION
Town of Apple Valley Safe Routes to School Master Plan in Apple Valley

MICHAEL BAKER INTERNATIONAL, SAN DIEGO
Woodside Avenue Flood Control Improvement in Lakeside

MICHAEL BAKER INTERNATIONAL, SAN DIEGO
Armorlite Drive Smart Growth Improvement Project in San Marcos

MOFFATT & NICHOL
Emergency Wharf Repair at North Embarcadero in San Diego

PARSONS
McKinley Village Way Underpass in Sacramento

PROVOST & PRITCHARD CONSULTING GROUP, BAKERSFIELD
Lerdo Campus Water & Wastewater Improvements in Kern County

PROVOST & PRITCHARD CONSULTING GROUP, FRESNO
Gary R. Serrato Intertie Facility in Fresno County

PSOMAS
Wilshire Bus Rapid Transit & Middle Lanes in Los Angeles

24
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SANDIS CIVIL ENGINEERS, SURVEYORS, PLANNERS
Downtown Placemaking Program in Morgan Hill

SHANNON & WILSON, INC.; PSOMAS
Area 51 Sound Stage Complex in Universal Studios Hollywood

SYSKA HENNESSY GROUP, INC.
San Francisco International Airport, Terminal 1 Interim Boarding Area B in San Francisco

TRANSYSTEMS
Laurel Street Grade Separation in Colton

WSP, LOS ANGELES
LA Metro Countywide ExpressLanes Strategic Plan in Los Angeles

WSP, ANTIOCH
Interstate 80 / Yerba Buena Island West Bound Ramps Improvement Project in San Francisco

ENGINEERING EXCELLENCE AWARDS | 2018 COMMENDATION
AECOM
Freedom Plaza in Tehachapi

HDR ENGINEERING, INC.
Vincent Grade/Acton Metrolink Station and
Vincent Siding Improvement Project in Acton

KIMLEY-HORN, LOS ANGELES
VetsGo511.com (A Veterans Transportation and Community Living
Initiative Project) in Los Angeles County

KIMLEY-HORN, LOS ANGELES
Riverside Community Hospital Expansion in Riverside

NV5, INC.
West Shore Export Truckee River Crossing Repair Project in Tahoe City

PROVOST & PRITCHARD CONSULTING GROUP, FRESNO
Pervious Pavement Project, Downtown Visalia Parking in Visalia

QK
Woodlake Multi-Phase Downtown Enhancement Project in Woodlake

RICK ENGINEERING COMPANY
University Avenue Median Water Quality Improvements Project in La Mesa

WAGNER ENGINEERING & SURVEY, INC.
Metro Lone Hill to White Double Track Project —
Environmental and Preliminary Engineering in San Dimas and La Verne

WSP, SACRAMENTO
Lower Sacramento Road Improvement Project in San Joaquin County

ENGINEERING & SURVEYING BUSINESS REVIEW | ACEC-CA.ORG
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GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS UPDATE
Strengthening the profession

Kelly Garman
Director of Government Affairs
ACEC California

THE

California State Capitol dome
has seen a lot since 1869, but

perhaps nothing more remarkable than

the tenuous political atmosphere of
today. Rocked this year with past and
present sexual harassment allegations
in the legislature, continual conflict
with the federal administration, and an
upcoming election cycle, Sacramento

politics is unusually complex in 2018.

provides that all newly entered contracts

But ACEC California continues to

limit responsibility of a design profes-

advocate for you, with much success.

sional to pay for the cost of defending

2017
Design professionals saw major reform
in 2017 related to Duty To Defend.
As of January 1, 2018, Senate Bill 496

lawsuits against an indemnitee to the
degree that a design professional is at
fault. This reform restores balance in
the contractual indemnity context and
limits the open-ended nature of this
uninsurable obligation.

2018
ACEC California’s legislative agenda
this year is prioritizing a proposal to
continue the legal authorization for
architects, engineers, and land surveyors
to organize and conduct business as
Limited Liability Partnerships (LLPs).
LLPs are a mixture of a corporation and
a general partnership, which provides
flexibility through a variety of control

Rocked this year with past and present
sexual harassment allegations in the
legislature, continual conflict with the
federal administration, and an upcoming
election cycle, Sacramento politics is
unusually complex in 2018. But ACEC
California continues to advocate for you,
with much success.
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and management structures. Existing
law permits a handful of professions
the opportunity to organize as LLPs,
but some of those professions’ permissions will sunset at the end of 2018.
We have partnered with the
American Institute of Architects,
California Council to support Senate
Bill 920, which will eliminate the
sunset date, thus giving our members
one more tool they can employ that
allows them to be nimble in a 21st
Century economy.

We are also tracking and
engaging a broad range of proposed
legislation, including:
■■

■■

■■

■■

■■

Electric vehicle infrastructure;
Continued operation of the
Road Usage Charge (RUC)
Technical Advisory Committee,
and study of a mileage-based
Road Usage Charge program;

It is important for public clients to have the
opportunity to hire the best-qualified firm
for every stage of a project to create a safer,
more durable, and cost-effective plan.

Transportation and High
Speed Rail bond funding;

construction management portion
of the project if the firm also provided

same design professionals throughout

Expanded use of design-build
for public works projects;

services related to the planning,

the duration of a project.

And more!

Finally, we are also closely monitoring a newer trend in public agencies’
application of Government Code 1090,
in which design firms have reported
being prohibited from designing a
project or providing services for the

pre-design phase, or developed and/or

benefits of being able to utilize the

If you are interested in learning

assisted with the RFP or proposal. It is

more about ACEC California’s advocacy

important for public clients to have the

agenda, please email me in order to sign

opportunity to hire the best-qualified

up for our Legislative Brief, an electronic

firm for every stage of a project to create

newsletter designed to keep you up-to-

a safer, more durable, and cost-effective

date on our efforts.

plan. ACEC California will be reaching
out to stakeholders this year about the

construction administration/
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Congratulations
2018 WINNERS OF THE ENGINEERING EXCELLENCE AWARDS

“The heart of civil engineering is to solve complex challenges to
help make people’s lives better. This year, we are recognizing a
wide range of innovative projects that include improving transportation
and roadways, giving students a high-quality school campus, and
providing better access to clean water. I’m very proud of our engineering
and land surveying firms and both their local agency and private sector
partners, who keep pushing the envelope to find smarter,
more advanced ways to serve the people of California.”
— Brad Diede | executive director, acec california

Creating exceptional
environments for
years

90

Los Angeles Federal Courthouse
ACEC California/HONOR AWARD

San Francisco International Airport,
Terminal 1 Interim Boarding Area B
ACEC California/MERIT AWARD

Syska Hennessy Group
is the leading global,
full-service MEP,
information and
communication
technology (ICT)
and commissioning
engineer for the
government and
commercial sectors

We Make a Difference

Providing innovative
solutions and a full
continuum of engineering
and consulting services
across California
Planning • Engineering • Public Works
Environmental Science • Structures
Surface Water • Survey/Mapping
Urban Development • Water Resources
Transportation/Traffic
MBAKERINTL.COM

Reliable.

Sonoma
County Sacramento

Responsive | Resourceful

Lodi
Concord
Oakland

Colton

Victorville

Orange County
Palm
Desert

Colton
(909) 824 7311

Concord
(925) 609 7224

Lodi
(209) 367 3701

Oakland
(510) 547 7771

Orange County
(949) 261 0051

Palm Desert
(909) 824 7311

Sacramento Sonoma County
(916) 928 4690 (707) 796 7170

Victorville
(909) 824 7311

We are excited to announce CHJ Consultants (CHJ)
is now a part of Terracon. With four locations in Southern
California, this merger brings our area presence to nine
offices. For projects large and small, single or multi-site,

Ni n e o ffi c e s se r vi n g Cal i for n i a

you can rely on Terracon for consistent results. Give us

ter r a c o n . c o m

a call to learn how we can help with your next project.
Environmental

Facilities

Geotechnical

Materials

Thank you

ACEC CALIFORNIA SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION thanks the following firms
for their generous sponsorship and support of the 2018 Engineering Excellence

Awards. Your contribution will help cultivate the best and brightest of the next
generation of engineers and land surveyors.

PL ATINUM SPONSORS
Burns & McDonnell Engineering Company, Inc.
Syska Hennessy Group, Inc.

GOLD SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS

AECOM

Covello Group

Arup

Degenkolb Engineers

Kimley-Horn

LCC Engineering & Surveying, Inc.

MBI Media

TranSystems Corporation

Michael Baker International

Wood Rodgers, Inc.

Psomas

Yeh and Associates, Inc.

Shannon & Wilson, Inc.
WSP

WELCOME RECEPTION SPONSOR
ACEC Retirement Trust

WINE SPONSOR
Guida Surveying, Inc.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS | 2018

8–9 MAY TUE – WED
Legislative Visit Day
& Board of Directors Meeting
SACRAMENTO, CA
THE CITIZEN HOTEL

Legislative Visit Day & Reception (Tues)
Board of Directors Meeting (Wed)

25–27 JULY WED – FRI
Leadership Training
and July Board Meeting
SAN DIEGO, CA
THE PENDRY HOTEL

Leadership Training (webinar) (Wed)
Board of Directors Meeting (Thurs & Fri)

Hydraulics
Hydrology
Sedimentation
Scour & Erosion
Water Quality

10–12 OCT WED – FRI
Annual Conference
& Board of Directors Meeting
NAPA, CA
THE MARRIOTT NAPA VALLEY

Board of Directors Meeting (Wed)
Annual Conference Events (Thurs–Fri)
Attorney’s Roundtable (Fri)

To advertise in next year’s issue,
please contact Holly Cole at:
hcole@acec-ca.org
or 916.441.7991
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San Diego, CA
858.487.9378

Martin J. Teal, P.E., P.H.
mteal@westconsultants.com

Sacramento, CA
916.932.7402

David Curtis, Ph.D.
dcurtis@westconsultants.com

Engineering
Municipal Services
Program Management
Project Management

Bakersfield | Visalia | Fresno | Merced | Roseville | Denver

Construction Management

Five Distinct Service Divisions
QK is built on five distinct areas of expertise that work together
to make the built environment possible.

Inspection

Certified DBE/SBE

Newport Beach
Gardena
Riverside
www.andpen.com
800.955.7599

QKInc.com
A Member Benefit of the California Rural Water Association

Surveying the City of Los Angeles Sixth Street Viaduct

Civil
Engineering

Stormwater Design
& Compliance

Land
Surveying

Right-of-Way
Engineering

Aerial
Mapping

17134 DEVONSHIRE ST.
SUITE 200
NORTHRIDGE, CA 91325
PH: 818-892-6565
www.wesinc.org

