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DONOR DOLLARS MATTER: HOW THE AFA 
FOUNDATION SUPPORTS THE ASSOCIATION 
OF FRATERNITY/SORORITY ADVISORS
Carolyn E. Whittier, Ph.D., Valparaiso University 

The mission of the Association of Fraternity/
Sorority Advisors (AFA) Foundation is “to secure, 
invest, and distribute the necessary resources 
to support the educational objectives of the 
Association of Fraternity/Sorority Advisors, other 
relevant research, scholarships, and educational 
programming that furthers the fraternity/sorority 
advising profession.” The AFA Foundation 
provides financial support to the Association 
in multiple ways as a result of donor support 
through unrestricted gifts, restricted gifts, and 
endowment gifts. 

According to Belfint Lyons & Shuman Public 
Accountants, the following are how each of these 
support options are defined:

• Permanently restricted funds. Often 
called endowments, these funds are 
subject to lasting donor stipulations, which 
mandate the funds be “held in perpetuity.” 
The donor can limit earnings to use for a 
specific purpose or allow them to support 
operations.

• Temporarily restricted funds. These gifts 
are subject to donor-imposed stipulations 
that can be removed with the passing of time 
or when spent for the purpose intended by 
the donor.

• Unrestricted funds. These funds are free of 
donor stipulations. Board-designated funds 
are included in this category. Although the 
board has decided to use these funds for a 
certain purpose, it can “undesignate” the 
funds at a future date.

The AFA Foundation is blessed with many loyal 
and generous donors who provide financial 
support through multiple giving opportunities. 
Be it through the annual AFA Foundation Day of 
Giving or purchasing a “Because You Believe” 
sticker during the AFA Annual Meeting, AFA 
Foundation donor dollars are used to provide 
direct support back to the association to fund 
programs, educational sessions and workshops, 
research initiatives, and any other association 
initiatives deemed educational. 

Since the inception of the AFA Foundation in 
1992, financial support has been provided to AFA 
as a budgeted line item in the annual association 
budget. As the AFA Foundation has matured, 
it has secured larger gifts which have created 
endowments to provide support for specific 
programs in perpetuity. The very first endowment 
was created through a generous gift from 
CAMPUSPEAK, providing an Annual Meeting 
registration scholarship every year. Today, the 
AFA Foundation has 16 AFA Annual Meeting 
Scholarship Endowments providing 20 Annual 
Meeting scholarships annually. These are dollars 
AFA can guarantee each year in the budget. 

As the AFA Foundation continues to grow, 
additional endowments have been created 
resulting in guaranteed annual financial support 
to the association. Examples include the Michelle 
Guobadia Graduate Endowment, which funds 
the Graduate Training Track and other graduate 
member programming, and the NALFO Unity 
Endowment, providing support for culturally 
based advising programs during the AFA Annual 
Meeting each year. 
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The AFA Foundation also uses restricted giving 
as an option for donors to support association 
initiatives. During the 2020 AFA Foundation Day 
of Giving, fifty percent of each gift received was 
restricted to support the association’s efforts as a 
result of the diversity, equity, and inclusion report. 
Another example would be the Shade Challenge 
during the 2018 and 2019 Days of Giving, in 
which donors could support the funding of the 
Mid-Level Professionals Seminar through a gift 
that was then matched dollar for dollar by Bonny 
Shade. 

During the 2019 fiscal year (September 1, 
2018 through August 31, 2019), as reported in 
the 2019 AFA Foundation Donor Report, the 
AFA Foundation received endowed ($20,078), 
restricted ($32,707) and unrestricted ($83,873) 
gifts totaling $136,658. The AFA Foundation then 
provided $76,012 in direct financial support to 
the association. These dollars were used for the 
following:

• AFA Programming: $21,900
 ∙ Examples include the Graduate Training 

Track, First 90 Days, and AdvanceU 

• AFA Annual Meeting Programming: $39,800
 ∙ Examples include the opening and 

closing keynote speakers, the NALFO 
Endowment programming on culturally 
based fraternity/sorority advising, and 
the professional seminars (entry level, 
mid-level, and seasoned professionals)

• AFA Annual Meeting Scholarship: $13,162

• Other Grants: $1,150

The support from the AFA Foundation allows 
the association to maximize additional sources 
of revenue (membership dues, Annual Meeting 
registration fees, job board postings, magazine 
advertisements, etc.) for other membership 
benefits provided to AFA members. The support 
from the AFA Foundation also allows the 
association to limit increases in membership dues 
and Annual Meeting registration fees.

Donor dollars matter, and for the Association 
of Fraternity/Sorority Advisors, gifts to the AFA 
Foundation are significant to the annual income 
that allows the association to continue to 
provide exceptional educational opportunities 
to members. The AFA Foundation is committed 
to continuing the almost thirty-year history of 
providing financial support to the educational 
initiatives of the association so AFA can fulfill its 
vision of providing exceptional experiences, a 
vibrant community, and essential resources for 
the success of fraternity/sorority advisors.
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