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Association of Fraternity/Sorority Advisors  
Research Grant Submission Guide 

 
Association of Fraternity/Sorority Advisors Position on Research 
The Association of Fraternity/Sorority Advisors (AFA) values research related to the profession and the 
membership experience. Research will assist in advancing our profession and the fraternal movement. In 
2017, AFA identified key areas of focus for future research activities. We encourage scholars and graduate 
students to conceptualize action and empirically-based research that may significantly improve the 
fraternity/sorority experience through evidenced-based practice.  
 
In 2017, after the strategic work groups completed their recommendations, the AFA board of directors made 
the decision to designate money in the AFA budget to provide additional support to this important strategic 
priority of the association.   
 
Process 
AFA invites faculty, staff, and graduate students to submit grants for consideration. This is a rolling application 
process, but the timeline below indicates when proposals will be reviewed and awarded.  We strongly advise 
the research projects align with at least one of the Strategic Research Aims listed below.  

• Chapter transformation 
• Preparing fraternity/sorority members for the post-graduate world 
• Benefits of culturally-based fraternities and sororities, particularly at predominantly white 

institutions 
• Programming and leadership development initiatives focused on long-standing issues 
• Transgender membership conversations 
• Fraternity/sorority life as a profession 
• Fraternities/sororities within the larger “academy” 
• How membership in a fraternity or sorority influences one’s beliefs and actions 
• Corollaries and consequences of student engagement in fraternity/sorority life 
• Longitudinal analyses 
• Faculty attitudes, beliefs and dispositions 

 
Preference will be given to projects that are innovative and closely aligned to the stated Strategic Research 
Aims. The Research Committee will review applications and determine which applications include sound 
research methodology and best meet stated research priorities.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Timeline for Review 
The Research Committee meets monthly and beginning October 2020 will consider proposals on a 
rolling basis. For the membership year 2020-2021, the final proposals will be considered in June 
2021. 
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Submitting Your Proposal 
The program proposal form is broken down into four areas:  

1) Researcher Information Section: Provide information on those conducting the research and if it is tied to 
a dissertation or thesis work.  

2) Research Study Information Section: Highlight the background, problem statement, study objectives, and 
processes in work, allowing the AFA Research Committee to garner a deeper understanding of why this 
work is important to fraternity/sorority life.   

3) Study Logistics Section. Describe your timeline of the study and the plan for dissemination.   
4) Financial Request & Budget Section: Share the financial request you are seeking for the grant and outline 

what those funds will be utilized for during your research.   
 

This portion of the guide will move through the questions in each section and highlight what the AFA Research 
Committee is seeking in your response.  
 
As you prepare your proposal, here are a few things to keep in mind:  

• Watch your character word limit! The submission cuts off, and we may not learn everything you are trying 
to get across if you go over the word limit.  

• The submission form will time out if left inactive for an extended period of time. Using this guide, 
prepare your responses in a document and transfer to the program submission form when finalized.    

 
Researcher Information Section 
Primary Investigator Contact Information 

• Provide the name & contact information for the primary researcher. This will be the contact information 
the Research Committee utilizes as they move through the grant process.   

 
Research Project Title 

• 150 Word Limit 
• Make sure your title allows the Research Committee to gain an introduction to your research question 

and focus area 
 

The primary investigator is: 
• Identify if the primary investigator is a graduate student, postdoctoral associate, faculty member, campus 

staff member, headquarters staff member, or other. If you select “other” please provide a written 
description of how the researcher might be classified.  
 

Co-PIs and Their Role 
• If there are no Co-PIs, please leave this section blank.   
• If you have any Co-PIs, please include their full name and the role they will play in the research.  
• You do not need to provide any contact information for the Co-PIs.   
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Is this project related to your dissertation or graduate thesis?  
• Provide a yes or no answer. 
• If this is tied to your dissertation or graduate thesis, be sure to share any faculty members working with 

you on the project in the section below. 
 
Select the AFA Research Priorities  

• The Research Committee is seeking grant recipients who are conducting research in alignment with these 
11 priorities.   

• A minimum of 1 should be selected, but please select no more than 3 areas of alignment.  
• If you seek additional information on the AFA Research Priorities so you can better identify your area of 

alignment, please reach out to Diana Coyle, AFA director of education & programs.  
 
Research Study Information Section 
Introduction & Background 

• 325 Word Limit 
• Provide insight on what brought you to this research question, the current environment of the research 

topic, and how answering this research question can assist in a new practice in fraternity/sorority life.   
• When reviewing this brief overview, the Research Committee should gain an understanding of what 

sparked your initial interest in this research. 
 
Problem Statement  

• 200 Word Limit 
• Identify current evidence or trends which exist and how those impact the problem you are researching.   
• Connect to scholarly literature and where there are current challenges or issues in connection with your 

research topic.   
• When reviewing, the Research Committee should garner why additional research in this area is needed 

for the profession.  
 
Study Objective 

• 100 Word Limit 
• Provide a concise statement identifying the purpose of your study, identifying what you hope will come 

from your research. 
• Highlight the impact this research could make in fraternity/sorority life and the collegiate student 

experience. 
   

Research Questions 
• 225 Word Limit 
• Identify and briefly describe the primary and secondary research questions which are guiding your work.  
• When reviewing, the Research Committee should understand the core concept of your research and 

identify if the research is rooted in causation or correlation.   
 
 
 

mailto:diana@afa1976.org
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Research Design & Methodology 
• 400 Word Limit 
• Provide an outline of how you plan to conduct your research. This response should focus on processes 

and procedures you plan to execute when it comes to identifying data sources and instruments and 
processes for data collection and analysis. 

• Be sure to highlight if you will be placing any parameters on your research regarding the participants, 
design, or analyses. 

 
Evaluation Plan 

• 300 Word Limit 
• This response focuses on what you will do following the collection of data. Identify who will be involved 

in the evaluation process and how results will shape your next steps.   
• Focus on the what is next and how this research can continue to shape fraternity/sorority life operations 

and experiences.  
• When reviewing this response, the Research Committee should be able to identify how you define success 

in your research.  
 
Dissemination Plan 

• 150 Word Limit 
• This response should identify how you plan to share the knowledge the research gathered. Identify who 

would benefit from this knowledge and how you plan to get the information into their hands. Will this be 
through publications, educational program submissions, and/or future research partners?   

• This is also a time to get creative and dream big. The Research Committee enjoys seeing inventive ways 
to share research.  

 
Study Logistics Section 
Timeline of Study  

• 200 Word Limit 
• Identify the targeted dates to gather permissions, data collection, data analysis, and dissemination of 

information. Map out how the next steps of your work will be executed. 
 
IRB Approval 

• Share if you have or have not completed an IRB approval process. If you haven’t completed it and will be 
in the coming weeks, please share your timeline in the section below.   

 
Will you agree to submit a program proposal for the 2021 AFA Annual Meeting and a manuscript to Oracle: 
The Research Journal of the Association of Fraternity/Sorority Advisors? 

• Select your response, no additional information is needed. Any additional context will be gathered by the 
Research Committee in your Dissemination Plan response.  

• If you received funding, AFA will follow-up on these items.    
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Financial Request & Budget Section  
Total Project Research Project Budget 

• In its entirety, what is the total cost of your research project?   
• Respond with a price amount (for example, $2,100), no additional information is needed in this section. 

 
Total Amount Requesting 

• How much are you requesting from the AFA grant process? This could be the same amount listed in the 
Total Project Research Project Budget.   

• Respond with a price amount (for example, $2,100)  
 
Budget Breakdown 

• 375 Word Limit 
• List the anticipated expenses for the funds you are requesting from the grant. Be sure to break these 

down by category  
o Transcription Services 
o Publication Costs 
o Training 
o Equipment & Supplies 
o Other  

• The Research Committee generally does not fund travel costs for conference attendance and 
equipment such as a printer, external hard drive, or new computer or tablet for research use.  
Equipment covered could be a tape recorder.   

• If you are requesting indirect costs with your grant proposal, the Research Committee funds up to 
35% of indirect costs. 


