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Welcome to AIA Iowa’s Fall Convention: Advocate! As surely as our work 
is a fundamental part of the world around us, it has the potential to address 
the many challenges the world faces. Some of these challenges are brand 
new, while some are generations old and only just now receive the attention 
they necessitate. This year, we would like to focus on advocacy during our 
convention, to take on these challenges.

As architects, we have the unique ability and opportunity 
to transform demands, desires, and constraints into 
solutions – courses of action for others to approve, 
finance, and construct. We are visionaries, and this work 
requires equal parts expertise to design well and skill to 
advocate for the value of our designs.

Our designs have the power to help our world gain 
independence from carbon and regrow our natural 
environments. Our designs have the power to create 
spaces where everyone feels equal and welcome. Our 
designs have the power to replace the infrastructure of 
the past with farsighted resiliency. Our designs even have 
the power to support opportunity in all its many forms. 
In short, architecture can create a world where we thrive 
physically, emotionally, economically, and socially if we 
can convince others to support it.

As architects, we exercise our aptitudes for leadership 
and collaboration within our design teams. By extending 
these strengths to our clients and to our communities, 
where the need for them is greater, we could have an 
impact beyond the scope and duration of the project. 

We invite you to consider how your practice of 
architecture can start to address the challenges of the 
world in a broader and deeper way; how you can be the 
voice for positive change and have conversations that 
move the needle.

Now, let us align our time and talent with advocacy 
for the world we want to live in. It is only through our 
advocacy that we can help realize a more sustainable, 
equitable, and beautiful future.

Matthew Gaul, AIA
AIA Iowa Convention 
Committee Co-Chair

Hoang Tran, AIA
AIA Iowa Convention 
Committee Co-Chair
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Jonathan Tate is principal of OJT (Office of Jonathan Tate), an architecture and urban design practice in New Orleans. 
The office engages in numerous design-related activities, including applied research, opportunistic planning, strategic 
development and conventional architectural practice. Their work has received numerous awards, including National AIA 
Housing Award and the National AIA Honor Award in Architecture. The office has been recognized as a 2017 Emerging Voices 
by the Architectural League of New York, a Next Progressive by Architect Magazine and a 2018 finalist for the international 
Architecture Review Emerging Architect Award. Tate is the recipient of the 2020 Award in Architecture from the American 
Academy of Arts and Letters.

OJT Development and Deployment

This keynote will address the current work about the practice, OJT (Office of Jonathan Tate). Tate will be presenting material 
about housing, its development and deployment, both self-developed and commissioned. As well as tracing the thought 
process around their self-directed work and how that influences their client-based work.

By attending this keynote address 
participants will:

— Be able to connect the role of design 
research with specific architectural 
project potentials. Also, how inner-office 
environmental, social and economic 
concerns can be leveraged in this process 
to create work that makes lasting impacts 
on its physical and historic context.

— Be able to see how urban design strategies 
have direct impacts at the scale of the 
building, including consideration and 
incorporation of responses to local 
ecologies, economic criteria, zoning and 
land-use patterns, real estate analytics, and 
accessibility and affordability.

— Be able to recognize the capacity of an 
entrepreneurially minded practice to 
engage and contribute to the development 
of a city, how their activities are connected 
to and influence broader urban policy and 
regulation, and how self-initiated work 
can influence and shape traditional, client 
supported commissions.

— See how stylistically new buildings 
in historic contexts can facilitate a 
constructive dialogue with traditional 
preservation concerns, introduce new 
responsive architectural forms, embrace 
modern building systems and technologies 
and provide increased accessibility.

Thursday, September 29, 8:15 a
1.25 HSW LU

Jonathan Tate
Office of Jonathan Tate
New Orleans, LA
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and M.I.T. and he lectures extensively on the firm’s work throughout 
the world. In 2002, Joy’s first monograph was published entitled 
Rick Joy: Desert Works, the first in the Princeton Architecture Press/
Graham Foundation invited New Voices in Architecture series.

SRJ has realized architectural works throughout North America with 
extensive experience with lifestyle based projects from numerous 
single-family residences to an ultra-lux resort and large scale 
master-plans. The office has several active residential commissions 
in Malibu, San Francisco, Long Island, Turks and Caicos, Polanco 
Mexico DF, the Train Station, Store and Restaurants at Princeton 
University, a One and Only Resort in Nayarit Mexico and Amy’s 
Kitchen Headquarters in Petaluma, California.

Staging Life

Being comprehensively observant and sensitive towards the world 
around us is highly valuable for making architecture that lives well 
in its surroundings and that is lived in well. Beyond what is being 
photographed, architecture is what is being graciously enlivened. 
It is the stage for personal events, where daily life and momentary 
dramas unfold in spaces that condition behaviors as much as they 
are soulfully conditioned by their inhabitants. Architecture is the 
background for personal life. I believe that this view of architecture 
is deeply humane and unfashionably grounded in patience and 
perseverance in observing habits, listening to nuances, sensing 
mood and reading place. These characteristics do not guarantee 
great architecture, but livable architecture might not happen 
without them. This kind of thinking risks to get stuck in trivial 
tautological reassurances – failing to reach a new each time. Yet, 
from my practice I know that when there is courage to make a bold 
architectural statement in designing a place for living, a statement 
that is founded on a realistic interpretation of human lifestyle, a 
statement that can be conceptually thought about first, then all 
reflection is synthesized into the making of place. The lecture will 
explore these notions of place seeking, place reading and place 
making through examples of the works of Studio Rick Joy.

By attending this keynote 
address participants will:

— Learn about several built 
projects that employ 
photovoltaics, hydroelectric 
power, natural ventilation, 
cool roofs active day-
lighting, rain water 
harvesting, evaporative 
cooling, radiant heating, 
geothermal, and compacted 
earthen walls et cetera.

— Discover the Convent 
Avenue Artists live/work 
and Rubio studio complex. 
This project involved the 
meticulous rehabilitation 
and preservation of 
significant historic adobe 
structures in Tucson’s Barrio 
Historico and the careful 
insertion of four compacted 
earthen structures within 
the same site. 

— Learn about several built 
projects that strongly 
consider the physical 
landscape, its specific 
environment, and its cultural 
history. Locations vary from 
Arizona to Vermont, and 
Mexico to Quebec.

— Research several built 
projects that are regionally 
sympathetic and well-
grounded in the context  
and community as well as 
the building culture of  
their place.

Rick Joy, FAIA is Principal of Studio Rick Joy, a 15 person architecture 
and planning firm established in 1993 in Tucson, Arizona. From the 
beginning, each of S RJ’s works have been exhibited and published 
extensively and have won numerous awards. Joy received the 
2002 American Academy of Arts and Letters Award in Architecture 
and in 2004 won the prestigious National Design Award from the 
Smithsonian Institute/Cooper-Hewitt Museum. He periodically serves 
as a visiting professor at the Harvard Graduate School of Design, Rice 

Thursday, September 29, 3:45 p 
1.25 HSW LU

Rick Joy, FAIA
Studio Rick Joy
Tucson, AZ
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Karen Fairbanks, FAIA is a founding partner of Marble Fairbanks 
Architects where she has focused on the design and planning for 
both public and private educational and cultural clients. Throughout 
the development of her practice, Karen has led the architecture 
department at Barnard College where she is the Claire Tow Professor 
of Professional Practice and Department Chair. At Barnard, she 
has been instrumental in the capital planning of the campus, and 
she brings this extensive knowledge of institutional organizations 
and the specific needs of academic clients to the work of Marble 
Fairbanks. Karen has been recognized with the Oculus Award by the 
Beverly Willis Foundation, as the Educator of the Year by the AIA 
New York State and was honored by the University of Michigan with 
the Distinguished Alumna Award. Marble Fairbanks is a design-
driven, client-focused architecture firm located in New York City. 
The practice has received local, national, and international design 
awards and their work has been exhibited in galleries and museums 
around the world, including the Museum of Modern Art in New York 
where their drawings are part of the museum’s permanent collection.

Designing Public Knowledge Spaces and Other Learning 
Environments 

This talk will present the work of Marble Fairbanks Architects, a 
practice focused on cultural and academic work, including  
libraries and other learning environments. Recent projects address 
the role of libraries as critical social and cultural infrastructure 
within civic networks and academic campuses. Their built work 
explores opportunities for architecture to engage, enrich, and 
catalyze communities.

By attending this keynote 
address participants will:

— Describe how public and 
academic libraries are 
evolving to support the 
specific needs of their 
communities.

— Explain how libraries are 
transforming to include a 
more equitable, diverse range 
of learning environments and, 
in academia, to contribute to 
student success. 

— Identify several ways building 
design contributed to 
increased engagement with 
and a sense of connection to 
occupants and community 
members. 

— Explore strategies used 
for increasing awareness 
among building occupants 
of how the built environment 
promotes wellness and 
contributes to sustainability.

Friday, September 30, 8:30 a
1.25 HSW LU

Karen Fairbanks, 
FAIA
Marble Fairbanks Architects
New York, NY
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Sharon Johnston, FAIA, is founding partner of Los Angeles-based 
firm Johnston Marklee and Professor in Practice at the Harvard 
Graduate School of Design. Works by Johnston Marklee span 
thirteen countries and are diverse in scale and type. Recent projects 
include the Menil Drawing Institute in Houston; a renovation of the 
Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago; the new Dropbox global 
headquarters in San Francisco; and the new UCLA Margo Leavin 
Graduate Art Studios in Culver City.

Art & the City

Sharon Johnston, FAIA, will present selections of current and past 
work from Johnston Marklee’s diverse portfolio, discussed in the 
context of art institutions and their relationship with the fabric and 
scale of cities. Sharon will explore the relationship of architecture 
and urbanism through case studies that demonstrate the integration 
of cultural projects, from workplace to performance space, into 
new buildings and adaptive reuse environments that are materially 
effective, structurally efficient, and programmatically flexible.

Sponsored by ISU Architecture

By attending this keynote 
address participants will:

— Evaluate a building program 
through community 
engagement and cultural 
participation.

— Observe how mixed-use 
built environments can be 
anchored by artistic/cultural 
spaces to revitalize and 
regenerate communities.

— Illustrate the ways cultural 
buildings have been woven 
into the fabric of cities.

— Examine new construction 
techniques and materials 
that support programmatic 
flexibility and building 
longevity.

Friday, September 30, 3:30 p
1.25 HSW LU

Sharon Johnston, 
FAIA
Johnston Marklee
Los Angeles, CA
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Lunch Program
DINING HALL, LOWER LEVEL
THURSDAY LUNCH, SEPTEMBER, 29, 11:45 A

Timothy Hawk, FAIA
Elected Treasurer of AIA
WSA Studio, Columbus, OH

Timothy Hawk, FAIA is a nationally recognized specialist in design of 
buildings with significant, sustainable interior environments. His work 
often includes the adaptation and rehabilitation of existing buildings, 
and his design philosophy promotes an architecture that elevates 
experience, is stimulating to the senses, and engaging for users.

Since 2005, Hawk has led WSA, an interdisciplinary practice in 
Columbus. His firm has been recognized with the AIA Ohio Gold 
Medal, national, regional, and local design awards, and was recently 
included in the Columbus “Fast 50” business listing.

Hawk has been an active AIA leader on the local and national level. 
He was President of AIA Columbus (2009-2010), the Chair of the AIA 
National Advisory Group on Interior Architecture (2006-2009) and 
the AIA Columbus Honor Awards Committee Chair (2002-2005). 
As a community leader, Hawk has served as the President of the 
OSU Knowlton School of Architecture Alumni Society (2010-2011), 
the founding member of the Columbus Center for Architecture 
and Foundation Board Member (2010-2011) and is a member of the 
Communications Committee for the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning 
Commission’s Insight 2050 Task Force (2015-2016).  He is currently 
serving as Treasurer on the AIA National Board, formerly an  
At-Large Director.

NEW: Pre-Convention  
Des Moines Walking Tour
IOWA CENTER FOR ARCHITECTURE 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 5:00 P

Join us at the Iowa Center for Architecture for a 
networking tour of Downtown Des Moines given 
by architect volunteers of the Iowa Architectural 
Foundation. All convention attendees including 
architects, exhibitors, sponsors, and their 
colleagues and families are invited to attend. We 
ask all to register to attend so we have enough 
tour guides available, there is no cost for this event 
thanks to AIA Iowa Allied Members.

Sponsored by the Allied Members of the American Institute  
of Architects, Iowa Chapter
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Design Award Celebration
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF DES MOINES    
601 GRAND AVE, DES MOINES, IA 50309 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 7:00 P

Join us in honoring the winners of the annual 
awards contest. An evening of conversation and 
refreshments with colleagues is the perfect night 
cap to round out the first day of convention. This 
event will recognize the exceptional design of Iowa 
architects from the past year.

This year’s event will also include the Iowa 
Architectural Foundation Community 
Enhancement Through Architecture and 
Design Awards that recognize those individuals, 
organizations, agencies, or communities, outside 
the architectural profession, who have had a 
significant and positive impact on the quality of 
life in Iowa through their support of architecture 
and/or urban design

Be sure to purchase your tickets during online 
registration.

Feed Your Future: Emerging 
Professionals Breakfast
LOWER CONCOURSE 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 7:45 A–8:15 A

An event created specifically with emerging 
professionals in mind, come mingle with the Board 
of Directors, Committee Chairs, and peers to 
discuss how AIA Iowa can be the steppingstone 
to a successful career. Come Feed Your Future at 
the EP Breakfast and learn more about our group 
mentorship program.

Sponsored by Hansen Company, Inc.

Masonry Institute Architectural 
Design Awards
LECTURE HALL, LOWER LEVEL 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 8:15 A

The Masonry Institute of Iowa’s Architectural 
Design Awards celebrates Masonry and 
Architectural Design Excellence in Iowa. Entries 
are judged by a panel or architects from outside of 
Iowa focusing on the excellence of each individual 
project, including creative use of masonry, 
structural and architectural design, proper 
masonry installation details, technical innovations 
and their influence on design selection, and 
suitability of design to its environment.

Sponsored by the Masonry Institute of Iowa

The Excellence in Energy  
Efficient Design Awards
DINING HALL, LOWER LEVEL 
THURSDAY LUNCH, SEPTEMBER, 29

The Excellence in Energy Efficient Design awards 
program celebrates projects that support AIA’s 
Climate Action Plan and Blueprint for Better 
initiative through outstanding efforts in reducing 
energy use. Award candidates are selected from 
projects whose designers participated in the 
Commercial New Construction program offered by 
Alliant Energy and MidAmerican Energy Company. 
Projects with the highest annual energy savings 
percentage in each utility’s service territory are 
selected for an award.

Sponsored by Commercial New Construction program

Cocktail Party Hosted by  
Convention Exhibitors
EXHIBIT HALL, UPPER LEVEL 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 5:00 P-6:30 P

Design professionals! With the first day of the 
convention wrapping up, head back to the Main 
Exhibit Hall to enjoy a complimentary beer (or two), 
tasty treats, or a drink from the cash bar with fellow 
peers, allied members, and exhibitors. Take a walk 
through the 156 exhibits showcasing the latest 
products available- there is something that will 
appeal to designers in any practice! Don’t forget the 
door prize drawing taking place at the projection 
stage-- you must be present to win!
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1 

Getting to Zero:  
Electrify Everything!
ADVOCATE!

In order to eliminate carbon emissions from building operations 
two things are necessary: 1) building electricity must come from 
renewable sources and 2) all building systems must be powered 
by electricity.  The first item is widely recognized, but the second is 
vastly under-appreciated.  This workshop will explore why designers 
should prioritize making building systems 100% electric and explore 
strategies for doing so.

By attending this workshop participants will be able to: Discuss 
how building operations contribute to climate change including the 
difference between site and source energy and the importance of 
understanding CO2 emissions from source energy.  Describe the 
importance of electrifying buildings and how this contributes to 
climate change mitigation. Identify and evaluate design strategies 
for electrifying building systems. Identify projects that are good 

candidates for zero energy building design and apply key strategies.

Presented by: Dwight Schumm, Design Engineers (1 HSW LU , 1 GCBI)

2 

Emerging Professionals as a Priority 
LEADERSHIP & MOTIVATION: DEVELOPING YOURSELF

Emerging Professionals are the future of the design profession, and yet it is increasingly difficult to find, 
integrate, mentor and develop these individuals. Competition for talent is fierce, so in this session we 
will discuss how firms can identify the best, holistically recruit, onboard effectively and create lasting 
connections to provide the firm foundation Emerging Professionals need to flourish in their careers.

In early 2021 in the midst of the pandemic, DLR Group chose to hire twice as many interns compared 
to previous years. 80 internships were posted online for the first time ever and received over 10,000 
applications. Following a decade of intentional investment in unique and innovative opportunities 
for Emerging Professionals, the firm is reaping the rewards with the best and brightest candidates, 
building the future of their design culture and leadership pipeline. Discover ways your firm can innovate 
connections and opportunities for Emerging Professionals.

By attending this workshop participants will be able to: Discover the value of innovative methods to 
partner with universities to identify top talent. Define their own value system regarding investing in 
Emerging Professionals and why it is critical to business success. Identify the value of programming for 
Emerging Professionals - going beyond internship programs to truly investing in the newest members of 
our profession. Have the tools to innovate at a scale appropriate to their firm size and future business 
goals to identify and grow opportunities for Emerging Professionals.

Presented by: Kate Thuesen, AIA, DLR Group (1 LU)

Session 1: Thursday, September 29, 10:45–11:45 A
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3 

The Specification Conundrum
DESIGN DISCOVERY: INNOVATION & PROMISE

The presentation considers the options for preparing the Project 
Manual, commonly referred to as “Specifications” or the “Spec 
Book".  While briefly considering the potential risks resulting from 
poorly prepared specifications, it focuses on how specifications 
are prepared and the skills required to prepare them well.  The 
presentation does not pretend to train specifications writers, but 
rather seeks to give those attending a grasp of the extent of training 
needed and offers possible means for acquiring that training.

By attending this workshop participants will be able to: Present 
participants with a Summary of the history of Construction 
Documents and the role of Specification in those documents. 
Give participants an overview of potential risk exposure created 
by poorly prepared specifications. Examine with participants four 
common and one not so common ways of producing Specification 
and evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of each. Give 
participants a brief overview of the skills needed of Specification 

Writers and how to acquire them.

Presented by: Wayne Smith, AIA, Construction Specifications Institute 

Central Iowa (1 HSW LU)

4 

Automating Discovery to  
Focus Clients on Their Future 
BUILT ENVIRONMENT: PROGRAMMING & ANALYSIS

Discovery has to be fast and accurate, human-centered, and focused on driving high-performance in 
the organizations we serve. The workshop will share the science about how to measure people, present 
and future, using technology to remove the business disruption to clients. It will show how speed and 
quality of Discovery data is a market differentiator. The workshop will include specific cases and client 
outcomes.  

By attending this workshop participants will be able to: Learn how to extract Discovery data from their 
clients. They will know the foundational Dos and Dont's, and how to apply those into their service 
delivery. Know how to model and quantify Work Information (ie. Discovery data) that can be directly 
integrated into space programs that show the optimized use of space. Understand that human-centered, 
workplace design is very different than designing for humans. Attendee will see that people and their 
evolution of work need to take priority over designs that are not connected to higher function. Know how 
to quantify the effect of design on how a business operates, the ROI.

Presented by: Kevin Schlueter, Reworc (1 LU)
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5 

Inclusive Design –Elevate the Design Spaces  
by Including Diverse Stakeholders in the  
Design Process
EQUITY, DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION: EQUITABLE ENVIRONMENTS

This workshop explores three case studies: A Community Recreation Center, a Library, and a Housing 
First development. The selected projects reflect the commitment of public authorities and other 
stakeholders to design better inclusive and equitable spaces that provide all occupants opportunities 
and learning tools. Including the community and other stakeholders early in the design process will 
elevate the design. The main focus of the three selected case studies was to design spaces that improve 
the emotional and social well-being, provide a safe space, and most importantly elevate the human 
experience and encourage social interaction. 

By attending this workshop participants will be able to: Understand the social, economic, and cultural 
context of the community you are working with as a key component of the building analysis and 
programming. Engage with diverse stakeholders and evaluate all ideas to aim for an Inclusive Design. 
Assess all information and program requirements received by the community and client. Share findings. 
Open communication is key for a successful project. Advocate for the final users (community) needs to 

your clients.

Presented by: Ann Sobiech Munson, AIA, City of Des Moines, Toby Olsen, AIA, OPN Architects, & Dan Broffitt, AIA, 

Neumann Monson Architects (1 HSW LU)

6 

A Better Way to Manage BIM to FM:  
A Digital Delivery of Facility and 
Asset Management Documentation 
BUSINESS BEST PRACTICES

On large projects, operating and maintaining a building can be 
frustrating. Paper copies of O & Ms, warranties, or as-builts can 
hinder the ability to have this information at the ready. Converting 
this key information to digital data and tying it to the facility 
operating system provides owners with a more efficient and 
insightful way to operate and maintain their facility.  This process is 
referred to as BIM to FM (Building Information Modeling to Facility 
Management).   

By attending this workshop participants will be able to: Learn the 
benefits of efficient paperless maintenance and methods to digitally 
maintain, diagnose or repair equipment. Understand how asset 
life cycle tracking for equipment can be linked to CMMS/EAMS 
for the benefit of building engineering staff. Learn advantages of 
replacing drawing sets and O & M manuals with digital as-built 
models tied directly within CMMS/EAMS. Learn how real time 
information of onsite maintenance management can revolutionize 
the understanding of operating and life cycle of key building 
components.

Presented by: Jake Cowan, Vince Ward, AIA & Ben Bunge, The Weitz 

Company (1 HSW LU)
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7 

Exploring the Evolving Approach to City-Level 
Decarbonization Planning
ADVOCATE!

Cities continue to establish more ambitious and more near-term climate targets that are driving deeper 
emissions reduction efforts across both the public and private sectors. Achieving these targets is forcing 
cities to ramp up planning and implementation of emissions reduction opportunities. The Willdan suite of 
companies have collaboratively developed a new approach to help cities strategically address emissions 
by blending economywide decarbonization planning with building-level energy modeling. This session 
will explore the evolving approach to City decarbonization planning using case studies. It will detail how a 
bottom-up assessment of emissions reduction opportunities, performed using building energy modeling 
and building engineering capabilities, can be married with a top-down multisector PATHWAYS model to 
develop actionable implementation plans for Cities. This work has relevance to owners, their advisors, 
and designers in Iowa and the Upper Midwest as Iowa cities are implementing climate targets and 
associated plans.

By attending this workshop participants will be able to: Understand common municipal decarbonization 
policies. Combine granular bottom-up with high-level top-down modeling to develop implementation 
plans. Establish acceleration planning based on asset age, emerging technology, available budgets, 
and program rollout constraints. Develop initial targets for city agencies, with established check-in 

procedures toward continual improvement of the plan.

Presented by: Jim Douglas & Joel Logan Willdan (1 HSW LU , 1 GCBI)

8 

2022 COTE Top Ten:   
Iowa City Public Works 
LEADERSHIP & MOTIVATION: DEVELOPING YOURSELF 

Neumann Monson Presents a review of the Iowa City Public Works 
project and the submission details for the AIA COTE Top Ten Award.

By attending this workshop participants will be able to: Learn about 
the COTE Top Ten Award program from the AIA and its component 
10 measures. Understand how the design strategies outlined in 
COTE Top Ten program were incorporated during design for the Iowa 
City Public Works project. Develop an understanding of what kinds 
of data are required to be measured and reported as part of the 
COTE Top Ten award submittal. Learn about the types of surveys and 
feedback that can be received from building users and the lessons 
learned from the project, and how these types of facilities can be 
used beyond their initial program.

Presented by: Jesse Bulman, AIA & Brandon Fettes, Assoc. AIA, Neumann 

Monson Architects (1 HSW LU , 1 GCBI)

Session 2: Thursday, September 29, 1:15–2:15 P
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9 

Brighten Your Day with Daylight:  
Work Harder, Sleep Better, Stay Healthier
DESIGN DISCOVERY: INNOVATION & PROMISE

One of the most popular design trends today is the use of daylighting to support wellness, boost 
productivity, and offset energy use. What's more, maximizing the use of natural light in a space also 
speaks to the modern design language that the latest architectural buildings boast today.

By attending this workshop participants will be able to: Explore the evolution of today's working, healthcare, 
and hospitality spaces, examining the benefits and drawbacks of today's modern aesthetic, with a focus on 
daylighting. Understand the role of personalization and customization in today's society and its importance 
to emerging professionals. Analyze the role daylighting plays in design by giving occupants more control, 
satisfaction, and health benefits in their environments. Identify emerging trends in modern spaces and 

discuss the evolution of daylight as a critical element of those spaces for the future.

Presented by: Sarah Hall, Hart Associates (1 HSW LU , 1 GCBI)

10 

Challenging the status quo: Utilizing 
Design-assist for Collaboration 
BUILT ENVIRONMENT: PROGRAMMING & ANALYSIS 

Can you really have it all? We know that’s rarely the case, but you can 
advocate for both the design and your client by collaborating with 
partners early on. Focusing on the building envelope, we’ll challenge 
traditional methods of design and delivery to illustrate a new, 
collaborative path forward – taking you through design evolution, 
problem solving, collaboration and execution.

By attending this workshop participants will be able to: Evolution: 
Explore the evolution of building envelope design and how to engage 
partners throughout all phases: concept design, construction 
documents, and eventually construction. Solutions: Use design-
assist to creatively solve for a project’s highest needs – whether 
it’s budget, schedule, performance, and more. Collaboration: 
Understand different collaboration tools, sharing of work, and the 
value of communication. Execution: Learn how to get the right 
partner on board: specs, solicitation, and selection.

Presented by: Michael Hamilton, AIA, HDR & Nathan Mittag, Architectural 

Wall Systems (1 LU)

Session 2: Thursday, September 29, 1:15–2:15 P
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11 

EDI & You - An Iowa Architecture  
Firm Panel Discussion
EQUITY, DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION: EQUITABLE ENVIRONMENTS

4 panelists from 4 different Iowa based architecture firms will discuss the philosophy and initiatives 
that their firms are developing and implementing to better learn, engage, and meet EDI goals and 
opportunities.

Panelists:

– Sarah Wright, CDE (Certified Diversity Executive) Shive-Hattery
– Toi Sullivan, AIA – Principal at FEH
– Kene Okigbo, Co-Chairperson of RDG DEI Committee: RDG Planning & Design
– Danielle Hermann, AIA - Principal at OPN Architects 

Moderator: 

– Johnny Boyd, AIA: RDG Planning & Design

By attending this workshop participants will be able to: Discuss the fundamental aspects of Practice 
Management and EDI:  Explore the internal and external “Why” of EDI, how can firms begin to engage 
EDI? How can firms establish goals and develop metrics & timelines for EDI? Learn key terminology and 
acronyms commonly used in EDI discussions and initiatives. Explore examples of EDI initiatives and 
actions being used, what is working well, what is next. Role of Leadership/Management in establishing 

and supporting EDI goals, initiatives, momentum, and continual EDI development.

(1 HSW LU)

12 

The Fox & the Hound: Overcoming 
Barriers to Achieve Success 
BUSINESS BEST PRACTICES 

A majority of our projects require collaboration of some sort.  
Through our shared stories, and experiences, we will discuss best 
practices on how to build relationships with people from different 
demographics. All while having fun.

By attending this workshop participants will be able to: After taking 
this course attendees will be able to bridging the gap with other 
professionals that aren't architects by using communication tactics 
that will help with project management. After taking this course 
attendees will be able to use leadership skills and find ways to 
connect with people they lead. After taking this course attendees 
will be able to understand that different demographics are not 
something to be afraid of. After taking this course attendees will 
be able to use shared stories and experiences, and discuss best 
practices on how to build relationships with people from different 
demographics.

Presented by: Caleb Knutson, Mid-Iowa Planning Alliance & Vince Ward, 

AIA, The Weitz Company (1 LU)

Session 2: Thursday, September 29, 1:15–2:15 P

speakers       events        workshops       schedule       register



13 

Decarbonization:  
What, Who, Why and How
ADVOCATE!

Decarbonization. Do a word search, the list of options is 
overwhelming. Articles state it is urgent, pressing, and crucial. 
Meanwhile, another article claims it can be done in 3 easy steps. 
While a compelling title, it is clearly not so simple. This workshop 
aims to help extract and refine key information and strategies to 
help you accept the challenge to accelerate decarbonization. In this 
workshop you will:  identify vocabulary to aid you in speaking with 
confidence about the architects’ role; explore definitions of complex 
terms like beneficial electrification and carbon offsets; evaluate 
opportunities to implement strategies across your practice; and 
explore the micro and macro consequences of reduction strategies.

By attending this workshop participants will be able to: Describe 
the role of the architect in advancing decarbonization goals within 
their practice. Summarize anticipated positive health outcomes for 
humans and ecosystems. Explore potential upfront and long-term 
cost savings for clients. Apply tools to support design decisions that 

yield lower embodied and operational carbon.

Presented by: Martha Norbeck, AIA, C-Wise Design & Consulting LLC  

(1 HSW LU , 1 GCBI)

14 

Clear, Complete, Concise, Correct: Essential 
Specification Principles for Emerging Professionals  
LEADERSHIP & MOTIVATION: DEVELOPING YOURSELF

A general understanding of construction specification formats, standards, and techniques improves 
document coordination, material selection, and project quality control. In this session, seasoned 
specifiers will introduce attendees to essential principles of specifying at all phases and for all types of 
projects. Designed for emerging professionals, as well as anyone with interest in developing specification 
skills or learning to work with specifiers more effectively, this workshop will explore ways in which these 
principles may be applied in a range of design tasks to ensure rigorous document coordination and 
successful project outcomes. 

By attending this workshop participants will be able to: Understand essential principles of construction 
specifications, including organization, formats, and methods. Incorporate essential principles of 
construction specifications into project tasks and responsibilities associated with a range of project 
team roles (not just the spec writer!). Use specification formats and standards to research, select, and 
specify materials. Implement specification tools and techniques to improve coordination of written and 
graphic information throughout design and construction.

Presented by: Ann Sobiech Munson, AIA, City of Des Moines & Jill Goedken, AIA, SPECcetera (1 HSW LU)

Session 3: Friday, September 30, 11:15 A–12:15 P

speakers       events        workshops       schedule       register



15 

Electric Vehicle Charging: The Utility is Leading the Way 
in Fleet Electrification
DESIGN DISCOVERY: INNOVATION & PROMISE

As the popularity of electric vehicles (EVs) continues to grow among consumers, more and more 
businesses are recognizing the need for systems engineering and infrastructure needed to advance 
their EV programs. This presentation, given by an electrical engineer and electrification program 
manager, will discuss the needs of business and fleet owners looking to implement EV charging stations. 
Presenters will discuss how the utility sector is facilitating new charging infrastructure and modernizing 
their distribution system to accommodate wide adoption of electric vehicles within their territories. 
Attendees will learn how to determine necessary charging infrastructure based on energy needs and 
plan for installation of stations and equipment. The utility is leading the way in fleet electrification. Come 
learn how all these new EV users will affect the utility grid and the infrastructure changes needed to 
accommodate them.

By attending this workshop participants will be able to: Learn what type of charging may be best suited 
for their site and/or fleet and necessary charging infrastructure based on energy needs. Understand 
how basic EV site assessments are performed, including the determination of necessary EVSE numbers 
and types, assessment of necessary equipment upgrades, and reading electrical service equipment. 
Understand how to implement a project, including the installation of charging stations and necessary 

equipment upgrades. Will be able to plan for future expansion.

Presented by: Kristen Spina, IMEG Corp. & Rob Wozny, Alliant Energy (1 LU , 1 GCBI)

16 

Expanding the Impact of 
Regenerative Design
BUILT ENVIRONMENT: PROGRAMMING & ANALYSIS

As we design with higher levels of ambition - improving productivity, 
fostering wellbeing, connecting communities - we reach for systems 
and projects that have positive impacts. We strive for social benefit 
and healthier environments as we think about restorative impact 
for people, but when we think about environmental benefit, our 
ambitions are limited to neutral impact or harm reduction. Can we 
push for regenerative impact for the planet and environment as 
well? Material selection and product specification can have positive 
environmental impacts

By attending this workshop participants will be able to: Define 
regenerative design principles in the built space. Explore examples 
of regenerative design impact on human health and wellbeing. 
Demonstrate material choices that can have regenerative impact for 
the planet. Discuss opportunities to integrate human health impact, 
material choice, and ecologically restorative supply chains.

Presented by: Joey Shea, Interface & Tate Walker, AIA, OPN Architects  

(1 HSW LU , 1 GCBI)

Session 3: Friday, September 30, 11:15 A–12:15 P

speakers       events        workshops       schedule       register



17 

SBA Certification Programs
EQUITY, DIVERSITY & INCLUSION: EQUITABLE 
ENVIRONMENTS

The federal government is the largest buyer of goods and services 
in the world. The Federal government contracting programs the 8(a) 
Business Development Program, the Woman-Owned Small Business 
Certification Program, the HUBZone Program, and the Service-
Disabled Veteran-Owned Small Business Program were created to 
help small businesses successfully sell to the federal government. 
The workshop will cover programs eligibility criteria and benefits and 
how you can help your clients activate on these programs. 

By attending this workshop participants will be able to: Know when 
to call on the Small Business Administration for help with business 
related services. Know more about how to become a Certified 
Woman-Owned Small Business. Know how to sell architectural 
services to the Federal Government including program eligibility 
criteria and the benefits of participating in the program. Explain 
and identify when architecture firms can utilize the Small Business 

Associations Business Development Program.

Presented by: Dawnelle Conley, Small Business Association (1 LU)

18 

Risk Drivers 3: Understanding the Dynamics of Risk 
BUSINESS BEST PRACTICES

This updated program looks at six non-technical risk drivers from closed claims that incurred a loss or 
expense over a recent 5-year period. The six non-technical categories are:

1. Client Selection  3. Communications  5. Project Team Capabilities 
2. Construction Phase Services 4. Negotiations and Contracts 6. Quality Management
 
To gain further perspective on these six areas of risk, we delve into the elements of risk within each risk 
driver. These 30 elements break out the non-technical actions, behaviors, or breakdowns in project or 
practice management that have resulted in a Loss Prevention file or a claim. Recommendations are 
provided to avoid claims and improve practice and project management.

By attending this workshop participants will be able to: At the conclusion of this program attendees, 
through the use of appropriate project or practice management processes, will be able to identify and 
determine the need for alternative materials or methods (for example) to mitigate the impact of  a risk 
to the execution of the project design or risks the design poses to the soundness or health impacts of a 
building, a site or its occupants and users. Attendees will learn how to apply their comprehension of risk 
drivers to recognize, assess, and determine risks in their design processes that may impact the safety 
and welfare of the users or others by, for example, the buildings selected materials or building systems. 
After completing this program attendees will be able to examine the project or practice management 
processes they have in place (or may need to specify) to appropriately evaluate proposed systems, 
materials, or methods intended to safeguard the users of buildings or sites. During this workshop 
attendees will learn an “unclear or inappropriate scope of work” during contract administration can result 
in inappropriate construction observation and issues with contractors that may impact the integrity or 
soundness of a building.  Strategies to avoid these issues are provided.

Presented by: Nick Maletta, Holmes Murphy & Associates (1 HSW LU)

Session 3: Friday, September 30, 11:15 A–12:15 P

speakers       events        workshops       schedule       register



19 

Structural Sustainability:  
Understanding & Reducing Embodied Carbon
ADVOCATE!

With the built environment responsible for 40 percent of global greenhouse gases, building 
decarbonization is being prioritized by owners, architects, and engineers around the world. This 
presentation will provide a basic overview of embodied carbon, approaches to reducing it, and 
consideration of system selection and typical design. The presenter also will discuss Whole Building Life 
Cycle Analysis, which enables clients to understand and compare the potential embodied carbon of 
various structural design options.

By attending this workshop participants will be able to: Explain the difference between embodied carbon 
and operational carbon and how embodied carbon relates to the carbon footprint of buildings. Understand 
how carbon affects climate change and correlates to adverse health of individuals (air pollution and certain 
diseases) and the increase in severe weather (risk to individuals from extreme heat, flooding, frequency of 
tornadoes/strong storms). Learn embodied carbon reduction strategies that can be implemented through 
specifications, adjustments in framing, strength of materials, and best practices for design/detailing. Gain a 
basic understanding of the Whole Building Life Cycle Analysis (WBLCA) procedure and software/tools, and 

review case studies of buildings that reduced their embodied carbon footprint.

Presented by: Eric Reinsch & Laura Hagan, IMEG Corp (1 HSW LU , 1 GCBI)

20 

NCARB & You: AXP, ARE, &  
the Path to Licensure
LEADERSHIP & MOTIVATION: DEVELOPING YOURSELF 

This session will provide information useful for all stages of NCARB 
/ AXP candidates including students and young professionals that 
are new to, or contemplating starting the process and emerging 
professionals that are refining and completing their process.

By attending this workshop participants will be able to: Understand 
the requirements for completing AXP and becoming licensed. Gain 
the knowledge, experience, and skill development required for 
the registration examination (ARE) and the independent practice 
of architecture. Identify tools and resources available for AXP 
candidates, as well as what to expect in today's Architectural 
Registration Exams. Realize the value that licensure brings to the 
individual and the profession, ensuring that you get the most out of 
your career in architecture.

Presented by: James Spiller, AIA, Spiller Design & Rob Whitehead, AIA, Iowa 

State University (1 LU)

Session 4: Friday, September 30, 2:15–3:15 P
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21 

Energy Efficiency Jedi
DESIGN DISCOVERY: INNOVATION & PROMISE

**A short time ago in a galaxy near, nearby….**

Recent supply-chain disruptions caused by the pandemic and rising construction costs have impacted 
project scope and timeline. How are design team members navigating these waters while championing 
energy efficiency? How are they advocating for solutions that are considering long-term impacts, resiliency, 
and decarbonization goals within limited budget? This panel will explore some of the recent challenges and 
solutions based on real-life project examples.

By attending this workshop participants will be able to: Understand the various factors that influence the 
project design goals, demystify some common misconceptions about energy efficiency investments, and 
the value of integrated design approach to meet the project goals. Leverage energy efficiency co-benefits 
such as resiliency, wellness, decarbonization to drive development of high-performance buildings. Evaluate 
design alternatives using life-cycle analysis to maximize performance within budget constraints. Learn the 

various tools, policy, resources available to help drive value-engineering conversations. 

Presented by: Vinoth Sekar, Willdan, Kevin Nordmeyer, AIA, BNIM & Matt Brown, AIA, Formation Group  

(1 HSW LU , 1 GCBI)

22 

Reimagine the Hybrid Workplace: 
Sustainability Actions are a Must in 
the Future of the Workplace 
BUILT ENVIRONMENT: PROGRAMMING & ANALYSIS 

The workplace has changed post Covid and what we are solving for 
has changed.  This course will focus on the following topics:

1. Getting people back to the office
2. Attracting and retaining talent
3. Creating effective hybrid policies
4. Why sustainability actions are important
5. Strengthening company culture

By attending this workshop participants will be able to: Getting 
people back to the office. What do employees value most? Attracting 
and retaining talent. Creating effective hybrid policies. Why 
sustainability actions are important strengthening company culture.

Presented by: Abi Reiland, JLL (1 LU)

Session 4: Friday, September 30, 2:15–3:15 P
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23 

Gliun: A Regenerative Solution  
to Indigenous Houselessness  
and Healing
EQUITY, DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION: EQUITABLE 
ENVIRONMENTS

Camp Gliun, located on sovereign land in Rapid City, SD, is a 
planned Indigenous community and a place of healing for houseless 
Indigenous people. The vision plan outlines Gliun’s approach to 
regenerative design; focused on restoration of the land, building 
performance, and a holistic approach to serve individuals suffering 
from trauma. To Lakota people, the land is healing. Gliun will center 
connection to land, community, and tradition while empowering 
relatives in their journey towards self-determination.

By attending this workshop participants will be able to: Showcase 
ways in which the natural environment can attribute to mental 
health and healing. Examples of native site restoration and approach 
to natural systems for stormwater management. The building’s role 
in creating a healthy environment for people and contribute to the 
restoration of the natural ecosystem. How a holistic approach to 

building and site design can create a place of safety and healing.

Presented by: Joshua Hemberger, AIA & Harison Pitchford, AIA, Substance 

Architecture, & Christina Hoxie, Hoxie Collective (1 HSW LU , 1 GCBI)

24 

Understanding CMR for Public Projects 
BUSINESS BEST PRACTICES 

This workshop is a panel discussion moderated by Alan Wieskamp, AIA, AIA Iowa Government Affairs 
Committee Co-chair. Panelists include Michael Lewis, AIA, AIA Iowa Government Affairs Committee Co-
chair, a Public Owner, and 2-3 representatives from Iowa-based construction companies. Attendees will 
learn about the Construction Manager at Risk project delivery method as an alternative method to the 
traditional process of Design-Bid-Build.

By attending this workshop participants will be able to: After taking this course attendees will understand 
the advantages of Qualifications Based Selection (QBS) for procuring professional design services 
for public projects. After taking this course attendees will know the difference in the timeline of using 
the Construction Manager at Risk method versus the timeline of the traditional Design Bid Build 
method. After taking this course attendees will know how to work with public owners as the owner’s 
representative to ensure a successful procurement process. After taking this course attendees will be 
familiar with the four steps that a construction manager at risk must do when soliciting and selecting 
bids.

Moderated by: Alan Wieskamp, AIA, Studio Intrigue. Panelists: Michael Lewis, AIA, Shive-Hattery, Jon Holeman, 

McGough Construction, Vince Ward, AIA, The Weitz Company, & Jodie McDougal, Fredrikson & Bryon, P.A. 

Session 4: Friday, September 30, 2:15–3:15 p

speakers       events        workshops       schedule       register
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Wednesday Sept 28

 12–8 p  Exhibitor Set Up

 5:00 p  IAF Walking Tour 
Iowa Center for Architecture

Thursday Sept 29

 7:00 a  Registration Opens 

   Exhibit Hall Open 
Continental Breakfast Inside

 8:00  Welcome

 8:15  Keynote Speaker: Jonathan Tate  
(1.25 HSW LU)

 9:30  Exhibit Hall Open / Refreshments

 10:45  Workshop Session 1

 1.  Getting to Zero: Electrify 
Everything

 2.  Emerging Professionals as  
a Priority

 3. The Specification Conundrum

 4.  Automating Discovery to Focus 
Clients on their Future

 5.  Inclusive Design

 6.  A Better Way to Manage  
BIM to FM

 11:45  Lunch (with Exhibitors) 
Excellence in Energy Efficiency Awards 
Timothy Hawk, AIA

 1:15 p  Workshop Session 2

 7.  Exploring the Evolving Approach to 
City-Level Decarbonization 

 8.  2022 COTE Top Ten:  Iowa City 
Public Works

 9. Brighten Your Day with Daylight

 10.  Challenging the Status Quo: 
Utilizing Design-assist

 11.  EDI & You - An Iowa Architecture 
Firm Panel Discussion

 12.  The Fox & the Hound

 2:15  Exhibit Hall Open / Refreshments

 3:45  Keynote Speaker: Rick Joy, FAIA  
(1.25 HSW LU)

 5:00  Cocktail Party 
Exhibit Hall Open

 6:00  Door Prize Drawing

 7:00  Awards Celebration 
Catholic Diocese of Des Moines

Friday Sept 30

 7:45 a Registration Opens

  Feed Your Future: Emerging 
Professionals Breakfast

   Exhibit Hall Open 
Continental Breakfast

 8:15 Masonry Institute Architectural  
Design Awards

 8:30 Keynote Speaker:  
Karen Fairbanks, FAIA  
(1.25 HSW LU)

 9:45  Exhibit Hall Open / Refreshments 

 10:45  Door Prize Drawing

 11:15  Workshop Session 3

 13.  Decarbonization: What, Who, Why 
and How

 14.  Clear, Complete, Concise, Correct

 15. Electric Vehicle Charging

 16.  Expanding the Impact of 
Regenerative Design

 17.  SBA Certification Programs

 18.  Risk Drivers 3: Understanding the 
Dynamics of Risk

 12:15 p  Convention Attendee Lunch

 1:00  AIA Iowa Business Meeting and 
Legislative  Forum

 2:00  Break

 2:15  Workshop Session 4

 19.  Structural Sustainability

 20.  NCARB & You

 21. Energy Efficiency Jedi

 22.  Reimagine the Hybrid Workplace

 23.  Gliun Community

 24.  Understanding CMR for  
Public Projects

 3:15 Break/Refreshments 

 3:30  Keynote Speaker: Sharon Johnston, 
FAIA (1.25 HSW LU)
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*All events take place at the Iowa Events Center unless noted
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REGISTER NOW

Hilton Room Block

Make yourself at home with a stay at the Hilton 
while attending the Annual Convention. The Hilton 
is only a 5-minute walk to the Iowa Events Center 
through the skywalk. All convention goers will 
receive a discounted room rate of $163/night. Book 
your room here or call 1-800-HILTONS and refer 
to the group code “AIA1” or American Institute of 
Architects Iowa Chapter. Preview your stay with 
a Hilton 3-D Virtual Tour. Onsite parking at the 
Hilton is available east of the hotel and is $22.00+ 
tax per night OR the closest Des Moines Parking 
Garage on the corner or 5th and Keo (525 5th Ave.) 
is one block away and connected via skywalk at 
the cost of $10 per night and $1 per hour.

Continuing Education

AIA Iowa is registered with the American Institute 
of Architects Continuing Education System and is 
committed to developing quality-learning activities 
in accordance with AIA/CES criteria. Participants 
in the 2022 AIA Iowa Convention will receive one 
learning unit (1 LU or LU/HSW) for each hour of 
programming. The number of LU’s available for 
each workshop and keynote session is listed with 
each description.

Pella AXP Sponsorship

Pella recognizes the importance of the future of 
the architectural profession and our emerging 
professionals by graciously funding the Pella AXP 
Sponsorship at the 2022 AIA Iowa Convention.  
This program celebrates AIA Iowa Associate 
members (those enrolled in the Architectural 
Experience Program (AXP) by providing funding 
for them to attend the convention at a reduced 
rate.  AIA Iowa Associate members may sign up for 
this program by entering a discount code during 
convention registration that will be emailed to 
those eligible for the discount.

*Late registration fee may apply once online registration closes

find registration details 
and pricing online*

https://www.aiaiowaevents.org/convention2022
https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/dsmdihh-aia1-47de8aba-222e-49d5-9042-c5b6e7e8459e/
https://visitingmedia.com/tt8/?ttid=hilton-des-moines-downtown#/3d-model

