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SERVICE ON THE BOARD - ELECTIONS TO THE BOARD

It is an honor to be elected for service on the Chapter’s Board 
of Directors.  The success of our Chapter depends upon having 
strong leadership and a working Board of Directors that is com-
posed of members who understand the value and strength of 
the organization, and are willing to commit their time and re-
sources to strengthening the Chapter and moving it forward into 
a successful future. 

Nominations are currently being taken for President-elect (Presi-
dent in 2015), Treasurer and Secretary of the Board.  To qualify for 
these positions nominees must have at least one year of current 
service on the Board.  

Nominations are also being taken for two Director positions.  The 
following outlines some of the requirements for service as a Di-
rector on the Board.   

Each Director must make a commitment to accept the require-
ments of service as a priority. As a member of the Board and a 
leader of the Chapter, Directors are required to attend all AIA 
Membership Meetings, special events and social functions and 
to support the Chapter’s efforts in all programs. Directors stay in-
formed, they know and are prepared to discuss the Chapter’s 
mission, goals, programs, member benefits and concerns.  Di-
rectors have read and understand the By-Laws and Articles of 
Incorporation.  They are familiar with the policies and procedures 
of the Chapter and the Institute, and they act in accordance 
with these governances.  Directors seek out opportunities to be 
ambassadors for the Chapter and actively work to encourage 
new members, engage civic and community leaders and posi-
tively represent their fellow members and the organization at all 
times. 

If you ….or someone you know …. Is ready to make this commit-
ment to Chapter leadership, then now is the time to contact the 
Nominating Committee and become a candidate for service on 
the Board of Directors.

Urban Sketchers

Barker Drottar Associates, L.L.C.

Structural Engineers

4425 S. Polaris Avenue  
Las Vegas, Nevada 89103

T: 702.310.8000     
F: 702.310.8001
E: bda@bdase.com      

W: www.bdase.com

Innovative Solutions       
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If you love to sketch, or would like to be able to sketch better than 
you currently do; I have some great news for you! We are start-
ing an Urban Sketchers group here in Las Vegas. Urban Sketch-
ers started online as a flickr group in 2007 and later became a 
nonprofit organization. Urban Sketcher’s mission as a nonprofit is 
to raise the artistic, storytelling and educational value of location 
drawing, promoting its practice and connecting people around 
the world who draw on location where they live and travel. We 
aim to show the world, one drawing at a time.

This is the manifesto we follow:
1) We draw on location, indoors or out, capturing what we see 
from direct observation.
2) Our drawings tell the story of our surroundings, the places we 
live and where we travel.
3) Our drawings are a record of time and place.
4) We are truthful to the scenes we witness.
5) We use any kind of media and cherish our individual styles.
6) We support each other and draw together.
7) We share our drawings online.
8) We show the world, one drawing at a time.

If you would like to join us on our monthly sketch crawls, you can 
follow us on Facebook (search for “Urban Sketchers Las Vegas” 
or Click here) or follow our announcements in the AIA monthly 
newsletter. There is no experience necessary to join us! 

SUPPORT AIA ALLIED MEMBERS 

Allied Members are committed to the 
architects and design professionals of 
Nevada and they show it by supporting the 
AIA through advertising, sponsorships and 
service on committees.  

SUPPORT OUR AIA ALLIED MEMBERS
and keep our Chapter strong.
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A SPECIAL RECOGNITION FOR 
YISSA RENTERIA, ASSOC. AIA  

The AIA Las Vegas High School Design 
Awards could not possibly succeed with-
out the dedicated leadership and com-
mitment from those who have taken on 
the responsibility of managing the pro-
gram. For the last seven years, AIA Las 
Vegas has been very fortunate to have 

Yissa Renteria, Assoc. AIA as the Chair of 
the HSDA. Yissa has been a true champion for this program.  She 
devised, wrote, and structured the annual design challenge for 
the program each year.  She worked closely with the High School 
Instructors…..she recruited and guided the mentors and counsel-
ors ….and arranged the jury and the awards program.  She has 
done an exemplary job and we are most grateful to her.  

Sadly, it is our Chapter’s great loss that Yissa moved to Los An-
geles in April to continue her career. We certainly wish her the 
best. Typical of her thoughtfulness, she made a special effort to 
return to Las Vegas for the High School Design Awards presenta-
tion on April 17. And, before she left us, she made sure to secure 
her replacement for leading this special program.  Ryan Sisti, 
from Pugsley. Simpson. Coulter. Architects will head the program 
beginning in the fall of 2013.  AIA Las Vegas is pleased to rec-
ognize Yissa’s exceptional contributions by presenting her with 
a Certificate of Appreciation and a special President’s Award.  
On behalf of a grateful membership, Thank you, Yissa,  for all you 
have done to make the High School Design Awards a successful 
program for the Chapter and most importantly for the students. 

TJK Consulting Engineers, Inc. Welcomes
John V. Agostino

TJK Consulting Engineers, Inc. is pleased to announce the addi-
tion of John V. Agostino, RCDD to the team as their Low Voltage 
Project Manager. John has over 25 years of experience in the 
low voltage design and construction industry. As an RCDD, John 
responsibility will consist of all project management, systems de-
sign, material specification, commissioning training and quality 
control for low voltage and communication systems projects.

John is involved with the American Wind Energy Association, Ne-
vada Hotel & Lodging Association, Nevada Professional Facility 
Managers Association, and PMI. With John’s knowledge and in-
volvement in the community, TJK is proud to have him as a key 
member of the team. 

TJK Consulting Engineers, Inc. is a Nevada Corporation founded 
in 1986. TJK has expanded our services to include Arizona, Cali-
fornia, Georgia, Florida, Hawaii, Illinois, Indiana, Louisiana, Ken-
tucky, Maryland, Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota, Texas, 
Utah, Wisconsin and Iraq. Our specialties 
include Military Facilities; Government 
Office Facilities; Park and Recreational 
Centers; Retail Facilities; Medical Fa-
cilities; Educational Facilities from Pre-
schools to Universities; Sports Fields and 
Arenas; Roadway and Highway Lighting 
Design; Religious and House of Worship 
Facilities; Commercial Facilities; Restau-
rants; and Residential Custom Homes. 

http://www.assuranceltd.com/
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Continuing Education 
Luncheon Schedule

AIA Las Vegas continues to provide 
Continuing Education Luncheons without 
charge as a benefit  of membership for 
members.  However, as of January 1, 
2013 there is a charge of $20.00 for non-
members. All (including members) who 

wish to attend an AIA Continuing Education 
Luncheon MUST RSVP online prior to the meeting. For those who 
do not RSVP online as required (including members), and simply 
show up, there will be a charge of $40.00 payable at the door. 

If you are interested in providing or hosting an AIA Las Vegas 
Continuing Education Lunch, click HERE for more information

2013 Continuing Education Opportunities are as follows:

Thursday, May 23rd - OPEN

Thursday, June 13th - OPEN

Thurs / Friday, September 19th-20th - AIA NV Design Conference

Wednesday, October 16th - AIA LV “Learn About” Product Show

Thursday, November 14th - OPEN

Thursday, December 12th - Hosted by The Woodwork Institure. 
Program and LocationTBA

Insurance you can count on.

Professional Liability • General Liability • Commercial Auto • Property & Equipment • Workers’ Comp 
Disability • Group Health • Group Life • 401k Plans • Personal Home • Personal Auto • Life • Long-term Care

Phone: (702) 877-1760 • Toll Free: (877) 806-5317
Fax: (702) 877-0937 • Toll Free: (877) 806-5316  • www.american-ins.com 

We would have covered them.
A leader in insurance products and services, 
we o�er architects and engineers over 25 
years of specialized experience.  From loss 
prevention to risk management, we strive to 
build long-term relationships with a 
foundation built on trust and commitment.  
Call us for all your business or personal needs.

Bill Valent, CIC, ARM

Innovative.  Engineered. Solutions.

3080 South Durango Drive, 
Suite 111

Las Vegas, Nevada 89117
702.804.5986

www.sierrastructural.net

Providing Structural Engineering 
Services For Hospitality, 
Commercial, Retail And 

Health Services Projects.

http://www.aialasvegas.org/associations/9424/files/2013%20Sponsor%20and%20Advertising%20Packet%20Continuing%20Education.pdf
http://www.american-ins.com/
http://www.sierrastructural.net/
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The Western Mountain Region Conference 
October 2-5, 2013

Jackson Lake Lodge, Grand Teton National Park, WY

Architecture is the only element of our material culture that can simultaneously shelter, shape and inspire us.
Architecture transcends the physical and ordinary because it can empower and unite us.  In spite of this,

Architecture is more commonly underappreciated and devalued in the face of ostensibly more important 
demands. Too often, short term considerations outweigh the long term potential that Architecture promises.

Join us in Jackson Hole with leading architects and critics to learn how we can all promote Architecture in its service to users,
communities and our cultures at large. The practice of Architecture in a time of increasing global challenges yields

nothing short of revolutionary possibilities.

Speakers include Paul Goldberger, author of “Why Architecture Matters”
Shigeru Ban, Japanese and international architect
Tom Kundig, FAIA, Olson Kundig Architects, Seattle

Julie VandenBerg Snow, FAIA, studio based practice in Minneapolis, MN

Registration to open soon at info@aia-wyoming.org and www.aiawmr.org  or call 307-286-9988 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS – WESTERN MOUNTAIN REGION HONOR AWARDS 
The Western Mountain Region Honor Awards recognizes significant achievements by AIA members and allies who share the com-
mon cause of creating an excellent built environment.  Nominations are accepted in the following categories:
Silver Medal Award, Young Architect Award, Architecture Firm Award, Award of Distinction, 25 Year Award.

To enter a nomination for any one (or all) of the categories please click here for the nominee form.  Complete it and submit it along 
with a check in the amount  of $75.00 per entry made payable to the AIA Western Mountain Region to Randy Lavigne, Hon. AIA, 
AIA Nevada – 401 S. Fourth Street, Suite 175, Las Vegas, NV 89121.   Questions:  please e-mail rlavigne@aianevada.org
WMR HONOR AWARDS TIMELINE:
July 9, 2013		  Nomination forms and fees due
August 8, 2013		  Submittals due
August 12-16		  Jury Meets 
August 19-23		  Honor Award Recipients Notified  
October 4, 2013		 WMR Design & Honor Awards Gala
*  Award Recipients will be announced at the WMR Design & Honor Awards Gala on Friday, October 4th at the WMR Conference. 

CALL FOR ENTRIES – AIA WESTERN MOUNTAIN REGION DESIGN AWARDS PROGRAM
The AIA Western Mountain Region Design Awards program recognizes excellence in design, planning, and construction of projects 
located anywhere in the world that are designed by AIA architects registered and licensed in the Western Mountain Region. Entries 
from multi-office firms are limited to work designed in the office located in any one of the six states in the Western Mountain Region: 
Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, Nevada, Utah and Wyoming. 
 
The intent of the design awards program is to honor the highest standards of design in response to user requirements, site, context, 
climate, and environment. Each entry, regardless of size or classification, is judged individually on the basis of total design merit.
Click here for more information on the Design Awards Entry and Submittal Process
WMR DESIGN AWARDS TIMELINE:
July 25, 2013:                     Entry forms and fees due by close of business 
August 8, 2013:                 Design award submittals due by close of business
August 12, 2013:               Late design submittals due by close of business 
August 26-29, 2013:        	 Jury completes review 
August 30, 2013:               Recipients notified 
October 4, 2013:              AIA WMR Design and Honor Awards Celebration - Jackson Lake Lodge in Grand Teton National Park, WY
*  Award Recipients will be announced at the WMR Design & Honor Awards Gala on Friday, October 4th at the WMR Conference. 

http://aiawmr.org/
http://aiawmr.org/awards/design-awards/
http://www.aianevada.org/associations/8927/files/Call for Nominations.pdf
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LIGHTLAB and NIGHTLAB are two three-week sessions to explore 
issues of ecology and urbanism from the perspective of light 
and the experience of it.  These labs are open to those eager 
to collectively speculate upon the relationship of ecology and 
urbanism with the design of light.

In each three-week session participants will learn history, theo-
ry, design methods and a design case study using the Ameri-
can Southwest and the city of Las Vegas.  This program may be 
of interest to students and professionals in the arts, engineering, 
design, architecture, landscape and urban/urbanism fields.  
Attendees may enroll in one or both sessions and we welcome 
international participants. 

Program Schedule & Cost
LIGHTLAB – June 24-July 16 (participants may take travel break 
for July 4 holiday)
$3,000
NIGHTLAB – July 16 – August 6
$3,500.00

DAILY SCHEDULE – History, Methods and Theory will be taught 
in the mornings from 9 to 11 for each session, and Studio/LAB 
sessions will occur from 1 to 5. Courses are Monday through 
Friday.

COMPONENTS OF STUDY
There are four areas of study as noted above.  In the history 
and theory components, we will use Las Vegas to talk about 
issues of urbanism and light.  Attendees will have an increased 
understanding of contextual urbanism and improved commu-
nication skills in writing and speaking.  In the methods compo-
nent, attendees will learn methods in analyzing light through 
digital tools like photography and computing programs.  In 
NIGHTLAB, attendees will work with LED lighting; in LIGHTLAB at-
tendees will work with digital fabrication techniques.  In the stu-
dio, students will build projects to fit into the local context and 
apply theories and methods learned in the morning sessions.

SPONSORS AND INSTRUCTORS
This program is a collaboration between the American Institute 
of Architects, Las Vegas Chapter, and the University of Ne-
vada, Downtown Design Center.  Instructors are listed on the 
information pages for ech three-week session.

LOCATION
The home of the program and studios will be the Historic Fifth 
Street School, 401 S. Fourth Street, in downtown Las Vegas, Ne-
vada.

HOUSING
Housing costs are not in the program fees. However, as a city 
of hospitality, several options exist within walking and transit dis-
tance of the Historic Fifth Street School location.  Please find a 
map of some housing options at:   http://www.unlvddc.org/
lodging 

Budget between $500 and $1,200 for 3 weeks of housing at single 
occupancy.

INQUIRIES – Please direct all inquiries to ddc@unlv.edu 

APPLICATIONS AND REGISTRATION 
Please apply at http://unlvddc.org/#/lightlab-nightlab 
Attendees may register after acceptance into the program. 
Registration payment will not be taken until May 31st, 2013.

Greetings,

This spring the School of Architecture will celebrate something spe-
cial, our 15th Graduating Class since the accreditation of all three 
of our programs: Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and Inte-
rior Architecture & Design. The past 15 years are worth celebrating 
as the School of Architecture has met challenges, created oppor-
tunities, and most importantly prepared students to contribute and 
lead the professions. Today, the School is as vital and engaged 
with our community as ever and I invite you to spend the afternoon 
with us to celebrate the recent accomplishments of our students. 

Please join us in an open house review of student work followed by 
our anual awards ceremony. 

We also extend a special invitation to those of you who graduated 
in the Spring, 1998 so that we may recognize your acomplishments 
and contributions to the School.

	 When: 	 May 10th, 2013
		  12:00pm - 5:00pm

	 Where: 	UNLV School of Architecture
		  Sogg Architecture Building

	 Activities: 12:00 - 3:00 Open House Review
		  3:00 - 4:00 Awards Presentation
		  4:00 - 5:00 Comments from the Profession

	 After: 	 7:00 A STEAMPUNK AFFAIR
		  AIAS Beaux Arts Ball
		  Lady Silvia Lounge

http://www.unlvddc.org/lodging
http://www.unlvddc.org/#/lightlab-nightlab
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DESIGN DAY CAMP 
DDC “SQUARED’

AIA Las Vegas and the UNLV 
Downtown Design Center are 
working collaboratively to pro-
vide the first summer Design Day-
Camp: A 3-week summer program 
for beginning design students.  
The camp is designed to prepare 
today’s best, brightest and most 

ambitious high school students for the demands of tomorrow’s 
design challenges. DDC “Squared” will introduce students to the 
principles of sustainability, creativity and critical thinking in the 
highly competitive academic fields of architecture, landscape 
architecture and interior design. 

DDC2 begins on June 10 and continues until June 28, Monday 
– Friday, 9AM to 5PM.  High School seniors or graduates and col-
lege freshmen or undecided may apply.  A limited number of 
partial scholarships are anticipated to be available. Deadline for 
registration is May 10, 2013. Tuition (includes all fees) is has been 
reduced from $2,500.00 to $1,850.00.  

To register and for more information visit:  www.unlvddc.org or 
www.aialasvegas.org .  Early application is encouraged. A one-
page cover letter is required. Experience in high school CAD is 
not necessary, but a minimum 2.5 GPA is highly encouraged.  
AIA members should contact all their young friends, relatives and 
associates and encourage them to apply for this exceptional 
summer program. It is a “jump start” to preparing for a career as 
a design profession.   

http://www.unlvddc.org/
http://www.unlvddc.org/
http://www.thomadengr.com/
http://www.southwickla.com/
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CANstruction 2013

Mayor Carolyn Goodman was the official emcee for this year’s CANstruction Reception and Awards Program, held on Friday, April 
19th as a part of Architecture Week.   The students of the UNLV School of Architecture, led by Associate Professor Deborah Oakley, 
and Professor Janet White organized this year’s CANstruction event. While there were only four teams, between them they generated 
over 8,529 cans of food for the Three Square Food Bank, which equates to 6,462.5 meals, or a total cash value of $12,325.28.  The teams 
were (1) KGA/Martin Harris, (2) Gensler/Penta, (3) UNLV School of Architecture and (4) PACE/Ethos Three.  Jurors for the program were 

Dan Williams, COO of the Three Square Food Bank, Dr. Daniel Bubb of UNLV Office of Academic Assessment,
Greg Blake Miller, Managing Editor of Las Vegas Seven Magazine, and Eric Roberts, AIA, President, AIA Las Vegas Chapter.

AIA Las Vegas thanks all who participated for their generous 
contributions in making this program a great success for the 

Three Square Food Bank and the Las Vegas community.

Best Meal – UNLV School of Architecture
“CAN-ching – Winning the Jackpot Against Hunger”

Best Use of Labels – PACE / Ethos Three
“Taking  Out the Gamble of Hunger”

Structural Ingenuity – Gensler / Penta
“99 Cent Shrimp CANtail”

Judges’ Favorite – KGA / Martin Harris
“ Hunger is Bull(dog)”
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AIAS is an independent, non-profit, student-run organization that not only promotes excellence in architecture education, training, 

and practice, but also encourages and facilitates opportunities for engagement among students, faculty, and professionals. 

In the spirit of celebration, the Beaux Arts Ball is a culmination of all the hard work and triumphs of the past year, allowing the architec-
ture community the chance to unwind, relax, and reflect upon another fruitful academic term. However, in order to plan and host a 

successful event that celebrates the end of another academic year, a substantial investment of time and money is necessary.

With respect to this year’s Beaux Arts Ball, your donations would be greatly appreciated. Monetary donations will be directed towards 
event costs and all profits will be used to support future UNLV AIAS endeavors. 

Contact  Alexis Gabriel at 702-588-8272 or alexisgabriel23@gmail.com

You’re Invited
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aia events CALENDAR2013 AIA Las Vegas Sponsors

1
Nevada Design Awards

Nevada Servivce Awards
Call for Entries Launch

7
AIA LV 40th Annual Golf

Tournament

11
AIA Las Vegas Board Meeting

12
AIA Las Vegas Membership Meeting

“Where Are We Going?”

13
AIA Las Vegas CE Luncheon

13
AIA Northern Nevada
2nd Quarter Luncheon

19-22
AIA National Convention

Denver, CO

27
AIA Nevada Ex Com Meeting

june

May
1

NSBAIDRD / AIA LV
Codes Credit Seminar

8
AIANN Night at the Ballpark

10
Design Day Camp

Registration Deadline

15
AIA Las Vegas Membership Meeting

“What’s In The Works?”

16
AIA Nevada Ex Com Meeting

21
AIA Las Vegas Board Meeting

23
AIA Las Vegas CE Luncheon

http://www.ala-lv.com/
http://www.jwzunino.com/
http://www.polarshade.com/
http://bdase.com/
http://www.american-ins.com/
http://www.southwickla.com/

